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Crossfiled Bill

Title

House Speaker by Request of

In House APP- Health and Social

Support with

Making the proposed appropriations contained in the State

Notes

Leadership has restored 94% of the 197 million in cuts and cost
containment measures in the current fiscal year (FY25).
Remaining as cuts to FY25 are WLEF (dissolving that fund and
reverting the balance to cover expenses in 2025), converting the
majority of people in "state-only" status to waivered status when
possible, and halting wage exceptions beginning in FY25. The
FY26 proposed budget contains 457 million in cuts for people
who receive services through the Developmental Disabilities
Administration:

The cuts proposed for FY26 include:

- to end the geographic differential rates for services in the
counties that have higher cost of living-border DC and include

HB0350 SB0319 Budget Bill (Fiscal Year 2025) Administrat Services Subcommittee, 2/28 at 2 PM, A d t Budget for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2026, in accordance | major economic centers (Frederick).
stration Rm 120 menament it Article 111, Section 52 of the Maryland Constitution; etc. -capping IFDGS (Individual and Family Directed Goods and
Services) under Self Direction
-end the Low Intensity Support Services Program (LISS) which
currently serves between 2000 and 2500 families a year.
-adjust down the reasonable and customary rates for Self-
Direction to be in line with the BLS that is used in Community
Provider Services.
-eliminate wage exceptions.
-require providers to exhaust shared hours before dedicated
hours may be requested and used.
The proposal is that most if not all of these changes would take
effect July 1, 2025
Senate President at R t of In Senate B&T - Health and Human s 1t with
SB0319 HB0350  |Budget Bill (Fiscal Year 2025) Ajnmﬁn?strzzne" atRequestol | senvices Subcommittee, Hearing 2/20 at A‘:ﬁgg dn‘:‘;'m See above See above
1 PM- William Amoss Rm
Bill imposes a mandated appropriation in the annual State
Budget Bill.Bill imposes a local government mandate, which is | The BRFA proposed to amend current state law to eliminate the
HB0352 SB0321 Budget Reconciliation and Financing Act |House Speaker at Request of In House APP Hearing 2/27 at 1 PM and | Support with | a directive in a bill requiring a local government unit to perform |LISS program, change the way Waiting List Equity Funds can be
=5 =S of 2025 Administration W&M Hearing 2/27 at 1 PM Amendment |a task or assume a responsibility that has a discernible fiscal |used, and reinstate the cap on Individual and Family Directed
impact on the local government unit. Goods and Services.
SB0321 HB0352 Budget Reconciliation and Financing Act Senqtg Pre_5|dent at Request of In Senate B&T Hearing 2/28 at 12 PM Support with OlED OEED
I I of 2025 Administration Amendment

Crossfiled Bill

Consumer Protection- Right to Repair-

Bill Pos
status |

tions by Topic

Community Living & Working

Requiring, in order to make repairs to powered wheelchairs,
that a certain manufacturer make available certain
documentation, parts, embedded software, firmware, and tools

It can often take several months and sometimes years for
specialized wheelchairs to be repaired. Related to this, repairs
can be costly, and sometimes cost-prohibitive, leaving people
without much of an option for access to a safe and reliable
wheelchair. Much of this has to do with a lack of cooperation

HB0031 SB0382 f Delegate Kaufman In House EMC Hearing 1/21 at 1 PM Support o h . and information sharing from wheelchair manufacturers to repair
Powered Wheelchairs };ha Cle':a'i: mggper:]d?nltl rerpfliir;:rotv "i:r ?—r owipe; of ap:)v‘;ered companies, and a lack of transparency about costs and parts
heelcha_ » and generally refating to the repair of powere: alternatives. This bill would require anyone doing business in
wheeichairs. Maryland to sell and repair wheelchairs provide information to
consumers and collaborate for more timely, cost-efficient
repairs.
SB0382 HBO031 | Consumer Protection- Right to Repair- | ge a4 Kagan et al. In Senate FIN Hearing 2/6 at 1 PM Support | See above See above
Powered Wheelchairs
Establishing the Maryland Assistive Technology Program in
the Department of Disabilities to provide assistive technology
. _ s . : - devices and services to individuals with disabilities; This would enshrine the functions of the MDTAP program into
HB0214 SB0208 '{.' ur:anIServ;’ces Maryga?dbﬁs; 'Stw? thg!r oglAtP P by Request of Dept :_’a sts ;d '3. House (128-7); IniSenatsFIN Support establishing the Assistive Technology Services Fund as a law, making the program less vulnerable to "optional" service
EmeleEs; Mgl - = e @7 IPEEES lIFst [REEEIe) special, nonlapsing fund; requiring interest earnings of the cuts.
Fund to be credited to the Fund; and generally relating to the
Maryland Assistive Technology Program.
SB0208 HB0214 Human Services - Maryland Assistive Chair of FIN by Request of Dept |Passed in Senate (44-0); In House APP Support o EhEE

Technology Program - Establishment

of Disabilities

First Reading
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https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/bills/sb/sb0319F.pdf
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Bill Crossfiled Bill |Title Sponsor Status Position Description Notes
Prohibiting a local jurisdiction from enforcing a law or
N : Lo i hat limits the summoning of law enforcement or This bill builds upon the protections created by last year's
Residential Real Property- Local Limits . ordinance ¢ . Lo L A . e
. . Passed in House (96-37); In Senate emergency services to a residential property by establishing a |legislation, by ensuring there can not be limits placed on the
HB0249 SB0125 En Summong\g I.}aw Enforcement or Delegate Palkovich Carr JPR First Reading Support certain threshold or penalty; and generally relating to the number of times an individual summons EMS or Law
mergency services enforcement of local laws and ordinances that limit the enforcement. We submitted Coalition Testimony
summoning of law enforcement or emergency services.
Residential Real Property- Local Limits . .
SB0125 HB0249 on Summoning Law Enforcement or Senator Gile ’F:’iar:ts;g;gi:enate (45-0); In House JUD Support See above See above
Emergency Services 9
Establishing the Maryland Digital Service within the
Department of Information Technology to support improved DOIT is responsible for assisting US government to prioritize
HB0221 SB0242 Department of Information Technology - |Chair of HGO by Request of Dept|Passed in House (130-5); In Senate S service delivery to Maryland residents and agency staff their transition to user-friendly, accessible and multilinqual digital
e = Maryland Digital Service - Establishment | of Info Technology EEE First Reading pp through user—centered design, software development, and platforms for all Maryland residents to have equitable access to
product management best practices; and generally relating to |information.
the Maryland Digital Service.
Department of Information Technology - |Chair of EEE by Request of Dept .
SB0242 HB0221 Maryland Digital Service - Establishment | of Info Technology In Senate EEE Hearing 1/16 at 2 PM Support See above See above
Establishing the Maryland Disability Service Animal Program in
the Department of Disabilities; requiring the Department to . . .
Maryland Disability Service Animal Senators Simonaire, Carozza & |Passed in Senate (45-0); In House HGO select a nonprofit training entity for participation in the This year, the bill contains the language change we requested
SB0157 HB0384 N : . Support X e L N . for last year's bill and we are supportive. We submitted Support
Program- Established Guzzone First Reading Program; establishing the Maryland Disability Service Animal Testimon
Program Fund as a special, nonlapsing fund; and generally Y
relating to the Maryland Disability Service Animal Program.
HBO0384 sBo1s7  |Maryland Disability Service Animal Delegate Lehman et al. In House HGO Hearing 1/29 at 1 PM Support | See above
Program- Established
Alters the date by which an individual must be licensed by the Thsre coplt)inues ® bf? a ihot:aget ‘if Stign Lantguage Intlef;p{r?ters
Y P rt by the state to recruit and quali 0se
n i A . State Board of Sign Language Interpreters before providing and must be more efiort by P
SB0297 HB0329 glgn Il.anguatge it =Ly Senator King ufﬁgate HEE Uniaverrll o (R Support certain sign language interpretation services or making certain \év::dqpnagg)rt;wd;:hgs semﬁeéIIL’;’LI?&::E:';:;X::”;SJQE
equiremen ithdrawn representations; and is generally relating to sign language i ! y 1y Yy whi e he i u
interpreter licensing. icensed to prevent a greater gap between the interpreter
workforce and the need for interpretation services.
Alters the date by which an individual must be licensed by the Thzre cotngnues ® b: iihi:‘agi Otf ?ign Lar}tguage Intln_ef;p{:ters
: 1 P . State Board of Sign Language Interpreters before providing and must be more efiort by the state to recruit and quallly those
HB0329 SB0297 glgn Il_anguatge Interpreters — Licensing Delegate Bagnall m.?ﬁ;se HGO Unfavorable Report; Support certain sign language interpretation services or making certain thodvl'?nayg)r(zvnde trhl')S ffr:;"ge'”lrg_liﬂ's:a:'otn exrt:ndtsbthe
(I ithdrawn representations; and is generally relating to sign language UMD U PEET LB E SIEES IS
interpreter licensing. licensed to prevent a greate_r gap bem_/een the_ interpreter
workforce and the need for interpretation services.
There is currently an age limit of 64 years old to participate in
the EID program which allows individuals with disabilities to
work and pay into the program to be covered by Medicaid. Last
L . . . Prohibiting the Maryland Department of Health from year, a similar bill to repeal the upper age limit was amended to
HB0430 Employed ILTdIVIduAalS \If\{lththabr:!gll?s Delegate Cullison In House HGO Hearing 2/12 at 1 PM Support establishing an upper age limit for eligibility to receive remove the age consideration, despite pleas from advocates to
rogram - Upper Age Limit - Frohibition Employed Individuals with Disabilities Program services change the law to allow people to work and support themselves
longer. This year's bill removes the upper age limit which would
allow people to continue to work and keep their medical
assistance through this buy in program.
Requiring the Maryland Transit Administration to automatically
:1?3?;2]:/}? ;sizb;;t}rymr\;iiftzliddr;r; :jrogra;rl 7c1e g Tts:atlon sl Currently, people with IDD (considered a permanent disability)
Maryland Transit Administration - (A) THE ADMINISTRATION SHALL AUTOMATICALLY 23;’:0‘;’1;7:;";’ ;EL?;T;bﬂggu'ﬁ?:;ﬂv':g dﬁ’;g?;iguations
Disability Reduced Fare Program - In House APP Hearing 2/25 at 1 PM and RENEW THE DISABILITY REDUCED FARE PROGRAM L poi=s ] X
HB0450 Renewal for Permanently Disabled Delegate Guyton et al. E&T First Reading Support CERTIFICATION OF AN ENROLLEE WHO IS etc. fora condmpn that is unllklelylto changg to the point where
o PERMANENTLY DISABLED. they would be disenrolled. This b[II m_akes it so that people _d_o
@ (B) THE ADMINISTRATION SHALL ADOPT REGULATIONS not have to go through a reauthorization process for a condition
ESTABLISHING A PROCESS TO CARRY OUT THIS that is considered, by medical professionals, to be permanent.
SECTION.
Establishing the Office of Disability Employment Advancement
o and Policy within the Department of Disabilities; establishing
Office of Disability Employment the Maryland as a Model Employer Initiative within the Office  |We support this with the understanding that the first year, there
Advancement and Policy and Maryland |House Speaker by Request of . of Disability Employment Advancement and Policy to facilitate |would be no fiscal impact.This would be assumed under existing
HE0502 $B0433 as a Model Employer Initiative - Administration et al. In House APP Hearing 2/11 at 1 PM Support efforts that improve outcomes in the hiring, recruitment, staff and duties and re-evaluated for future years for funding
Established retention, and advancement of people with disabilities in the need.
State government workforce; and requiring the Office to report
annually on the progress and outcomes of the Initiative.
Office of Disability Employment
SB0433 HBos02  |Advancement and Policy and Maryland | Senate President by Request of |, gonat6 FIN Hearing 2/18 at 1 PM Support | See above See above

as a Model Employer Initiative -
Established

Administration et al.
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https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/bills/hb/hb0221T.pdf
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Bill Crossfiled Bill |Title Sponsor Status Position Description Notes
State Boards, Committees, o . X . ) X §
Commissions, Task Forces, and Ellmln:atlr)g citizenship r.e'qulrements for boards and This is an equitable input and access bill thalt may encourage
HB0696 SB0490  |Workgroups - Elimination of Citizenship |Delegate Woods et al. In House HGO Hearing 2/25 at 1 PM Qupewy  |(CEMIIEETEES €N (EUiIE) EL aE CHeens, Eter (eI, On Camiizes ComiEsns, w8t
Requirements and Establishment of commltte_es, commissions, task forces, and wo_rkgroups reflect Forcesi and Workgroups, of people who are not citizens, but still
N N N the full diversity of the State to the extent practicable. are residents of the state.
Diversity Requirements
State Boards, Committees,
Commissions, Task Forces, and
SB0490 HB0696 Workgroups - Elimination of Citizenship |Senator Kagan et al. In Senate EEE Hearing 2/20 at 1 PM Support See above
Requirements and Establishment of
Diversity Requirements
This bill would create a new leave requirement for employers to
provide 12 hours of paid parental school engagement leave to
enable parents to attend to school-related meetings and events
Requiring certain employers to provide certain employees with |for their children. We submitted testimony stating that while we
parental school engagement leave to attend meetings and support the intention of the legislation to create this leave
conferences relating to the schooling of the employee’s child; |program, especially beneficial for parents of students with IEPs
requiring the State Superintendent of Schools and the and 504 plans who may have more education/planning meetings
SB0058 Labor and Employment — Parental Senator Benson In Senate FIN Hearing 1/29 at 1 PM LOI. or Support Commissioner of Labor to provide notice of certain to attend than other parents, this leave program would create an
School Engagement Leave Act with Caveat requirements of this Act and develop and make available a unfunded mandate for medicaid providers who are not able to
document that may be used to validate an employee’s use of |pass on expenses to their customers. Creating a mandate
parental school engagement leave; and generally relating to without additional funding for medicaid providers to implement
parental school engagement leave. an additional leave program, may have negative consequences
for providers and ultimately people with IDD who rely on their
services. The leave program would extend to Government
employers, thus creating a sizable fiscal note this year.
We support the creation of this task force and think there should
be a member of the DD Coalition as a member of it, given what
we know about the prevalance of isolation with people who have
IDD. According to NLM (NIH), "People with disability
experienced loneliness, low perceived social support and social
L . . isolation at significantly higher rates than people without
| | | Supportwih [ g e Sl Tk ForeonLoalnss and sl ey et sices wer gty retr or onsiness.
HB0141 Task Force on Loneliness and Isolation | Delegate Vogel In House HGO Hearing 1/29 at 1 PM Amendments  |isolation experienced by individuals in the State; and generally Eiizlsltlilz]\’uli;ass;;g:act:rc‘lnv;g?eldor\:fsrsm‘fallgzlgsgéc\gttzdoxﬁh ower
relatingjto the Task Forceion Loneliness and Isolation. wellbeing. Again, effect sizes were significantly greater for
loneliness. The prevalence of loneliness was highest among
adults with disability who were younger, economically inactive,
living in rented or other accommodation, living alone and with
low levels of access to environmental assets." https://pmc.ncbi.
nim.nih.gov/articles/PMC7403030/
Requiring that the fiscal note for a bill that reduces health and
General Assembly - Fiscal Notes - community support services funded by the Maryland This is important because it would require departments to
HB0927 Impact of Reduction in Health and Delegate Pena Melnyk et al. In House HRU Hearing 3/3 at 12 PM Support Department of Health include a certain estimate, assessment, |disclose their analysis of the human impact of changes they are
Community Support Services and evaluation of the financial impact as a result of the proposing to existing statutes and proposed new initiatives.
reduction of services.
Establishing the Task Force to Study Fencing for Bodies of
Water and Playgrounds; requiring the Task Force to review There is an interest amongst parents of loved ones with autism
best practices for fencing bodies of water, assess how fencing |and other community members to develop solutions to keep
and similar environmental interventions can be used to prevent |those who wander safe. Children with autism are 160 times
Task Force to Study Fencing for Bodies ; . injuries and fatalities that occur in or around bodies of water | more likely to drown than other children. Drowning is the
HB1163 of Water and Playgrounds - Established Delegate Patterson et al. In House HGO Hearing 3/10 at 11:30 AM Support and playgrounds, examine data and research related to leading cause of death for people with autism who wander.
incidents of wandering and drowning, and make https://nationalautismassociation.org/resources/autism-safety-
recommendations on possible interventions to fence bodies of |facts/ https://mosaicearlyintervention.com.au/why-are-children-
water and playgrounds; and requiring the Task Force to report |with-autism-at-increased-risk-of-drowning/
by July 1, 2026.
This bill will be amended to be called "Ace's' Law after a 3 year
Requiring certain public and nonpubli schools fonoifya |30 1 SO T8 PR U USRS I,
parent or guardian if a stuqent attempts or accomp!lshes an drown after wandering away from his house. Only after his
Public and Nonpublic Schools - Student slopement, the act of Igavmg the school campus W"h%‘l{t hi death, his parents learned that he had attempted to elope from
HB1204 Elopement - Notice and Reporting Delegate Patterson et al. In House W&M Hearing 3/5 at 1:15 PM Support permission, except under certain circumstances; establishing | ;) multiple times. This information was not discovered, or

Requirements

certain reporting requirements for certain public and nonpublic
schools and the State Department of Education regarding
incidents of student elopement from school; and requiring the
Department to develop a certain accountability system.

the severity of his wondering understood, until it was too late.

Since then, many parents have come forward to say they too did
not know their child was at risk of wandering. The school has an
important role to play and should be compelled to notify families

if their child attempts or achieves elopement.



https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/bills/hb/hb0696F.pdf
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https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/bills/hb/hb0141F.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/bills/hb/hb0927F.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/bills/hb/hb1163F.pdf
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Bill Crossfiled Bill |Title Sponsor Status Position Description Notes
Establishing the Maryland Developmental Disabilities
Maryland Developmental Disabilities f;i@::ﬁgﬁggg!::'ﬁ:@dg)':egocgueﬁg:%;:‘Qm‘:‘i:snd provide Codifies the creation of the MDDAWAC, clarifies it's purpose,
HB1244 Administration Waiver Advisory Council |Delegates Guyton and Bagnall  |In House HGO Hearing 3/5 at 1 PM Support Administrati tem desi P ice deli d quality | reauires reporting to the Maryland General Assembly, and adds
- Establishment ministration on system design, service cetlvery, and qQuUality | ;e members including The Arc Maryland and MACS.
enhancement strategies for the Medicaid waiver programs }
operated by the Administration.
First, and most significantly, Senate Bill 819 allows a receiving
school in an open enrollment district to deny an enrollment
application if the “school does not offer appropriate programs or
is not structured or equipped with the necessary facilities to
Authorizi ty board of education to adopt meet any special needs of the child.” Because the focus of
u ICI’”Z'H? a It_:ou? Y ?ﬁr ore ;o_a '0{1 do a‘ otp atr: o;z‘er; Senate Bill 819 addresses open enrollment across Maryland’s
e?r?] ment po 'E{ ° aﬁ 'Tr.'ze cel altn s::] e':hs 0; end, {ee local school systems, which are public entities, receiving schools
ot charge, & public school in a county other a'n € county are obligated to comply, not only with the Individuals with
Public Schools - Open Enrollment - . Letter of  |Where the student is domiciled with the student's parent or | ezjies Education Act (IDEA), but also with Section 504 of
SB0819 - g Senators Watson and Attar In Senate EEE Hearing 3/7 at 1 PM ! guardian, subject to certain requirements; requiring county o ’ . h
Policies and Funding Information boards to include certain students in full-time equivalent the Rehabiltation Act of 1973 and the Americans with
I t ts: and directi rtain fundi qt th " Disabilities Act. Allowing receiving schools to unilaterally reject
gnroh.m:n zogn S" gn 1 irecting Cﬁ j',n un "l:Ig o he ?our:jy an application without any due process procedures in place for
In which ce aI:n S ut enl_s are enrolled in & public school under | 1, 4ents whose applications are rejected and without any
an open enrofiment policy. consideration of whether reasonable accommodations or
modifications to the program could be made effectively
guarantees that many students with disabilities will not be able
to avail themselves of the opportunity to participate in open
enrollment.
Requiring that an original and renewal application for a
license, an identification card, or a moped operator's permit
Vehicle Laws - Licenses, Identification allow an applicant to choose to indicate on the document the
Cards, and Moped Operiator’s Parmitsel| Delegateshvilkinelandiratiore i PassediniHons e withiAmendments applicant's nonapparent disability; requiring the Motor Vehicle |The bill is a repeat from last legislative session, but includes
HB0707 SB0618 Notati(’)n of Nonapparent Disabilit | 9 Y 134-0): In Senate JPR First Readi Support Administration to ensure that a certain license, identification several provisions to address previous concerns of The Arc
£l PP y al. ( -0); In Senate Irst keading card, or moped operator's permit include a notation of a Maryland.
(Eric's ID Law) nonapparent disability; and requiring the immediate
implementation of training for law enforcement concerning
interactions with persons with nonapparent disabilities.
Vehicle Laws - Licenses, Identification N n — L
SB0618 HB0707 Cards, and Moped Operator's Permits - |Senator Smith I;Iar:ts ;galginSenate (@a:0)llnlhiousslEST} Support See above Zﬂéssg:t?:erlr;ethsedslgizm fiErn IEDHOY (B Camteris e
Notation of Nonapparent Disability 9 )
Education & Childcare
. Requiring each county board of education to develop and . . . .
County Boards of Educaion: Student upportit | TSTon & polcy Iming U o acodarprone by a |17t 1o ilenausge s o co ot o ol phene
HB0057 Cellulgr Phone Use Policy- Delegate Fraser-Hidalgo In House W&M Hearing 1/29 at 1 PM Amendment sgudent dunng_the school day excgpt under certain we believe will be considered a friendly amendment to include
Establishment circumstances; and generally relating to county boards of .
N g students with 504 plans as well.
education and a student cellular phone use policy.
Eesrtg?rljslzgg ;ti;mz?eﬁ;zetfngzllipf’ﬁtcﬁ:glfr:]e;rfgu"ing This bill includes a carve out for students with IEPs and 504
Education- Phone Free Schools Pilot Senators Waldstreicher and q 5 i . Plans and instead of creating a statewide obligation (all
SB0029 ; In Senate EEE Hearing 1/29 at 2:30 PM Support policy that prohibits student cell phone use during the school ke ;
Program- Establishment Ready day, subject to certain exceptions: and generally relating to the counties) it creates a pilot program for Montgomery and Carroll
' County.
Phone—-Free Schools Pilot Program.
. Requiring each county board of education to develop and This bill is similar to the bill put in by Senator Waldstreicher and
County Boards of Education- Student implement a policy that prohibits students from using a cellular |Ready (language is the same) however this would have a
SB0130 Cellular Phone Use Policy- Senator Benson In Senate EEE Hearing 1/29 at 2:30 PM Support device during the school day except under certain statewide impact. The bill contains language to ensure that
Establishment circumstances; and generally relating to county boards of students with IEPs or 504 plans may still have access to cell
education and student cellular device use policy. phones if included as an accommodation in their plans.
Prohibiting an institution of higher education from using an While we support a prohibition on higher education institutions
admissions application that contains questions about an asking about a student's disciplinary records to use in their
: : vttt licant's disciplinary record, subject to certain exceptions;  |admissions decisions, this bill seems to be in the same format
Higher Education- Disciplinary Records- e [[EEAMEE piEanan L : brions; ° : oF
N o P q 5 Support with  |authorizing an institution of higher education to make inquiries |as last years' bill. At that time, and this time, we would ask that
SB0151 gse in g.dmlssmns el Dl pilieiy SeElEr/,. Wi I Semeits [E1E1E izt 2 T0 AN Amendment |into and consider information about a student's disciplinary the bill go future to prohibit schools from asking questions on
roceedings record for discipline related to academic dishonesty; and applications related to disiplinary records, including asking if
generally relating to the consideration of disciplinary records in |students have changed schools which may make a student have
higher education. to disclose discipline.
Requiring the State Department of Education to develop a
comprehensive plan to implement requirements for the
. _ . . . . establishment of Restorative Practices Schools; requiring a
HB0197 SB0068 Public Schools- Restorative Practices Delegate Pasteur Passed in House with Amendments Support county board of education to use the comprehensive plan if

Schools- Comprehensive Plan

(94-36); In Senate EEE First Reading

the county board chooses to establish a Restorative Practices
School; and 6 generally relating to Restorative Practices
Schools.
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Bill Crossfiled Bill |Title Sponsor Status Position Description Notes
Public Schools- Restorative Practices Passed in Senate (31-13) with
SB0068 HB0197 uol rativ ! Senator Brooks Amendments; In House W&M Hearing Support See above
Schools- Comprehensive Plan
3/19 at1 PM
Current funding sunsets this fiscal year. This bill was filed last
year and did not advance with the understanding it was too
— N . . soon, and would be brought back this year. There is an
I‘;“r':qblj'l'r;j";‘;dmac'l‘ﬁ;;“; f"ﬁ:ﬂ::j;f&:‘ég‘g ‘Q’i'l‘l";hcg‘:aﬁm’e’”"f appropriation in the FY26 budget bill, but the detail in the budget
HB0185 SB0359 Thergpeutlc Chllq Care Grant Program - Delegate Mireku-North et al. In House W&M Hea_rlng 1/29 at 1 PM Support with ST ) TR Gl Cars Chr Fhesem bo_ol_(s shows the approriation for FY26 is short by at least 2.2
EAndnopiisations and ARPIFirst Reading Amendment | .14 generally relating to funding for the Therapeutic Child I QIS Wi (UERED G WO GEEElD
c gG t g 9 9 P program to continue with the appropriate funding. see page 105
are Srant Frogram. of the document (106 of the digital pdf) https:/dbm.maryland.
gov/budget/Documents/operbudget/2026/proposed/FY2026-
Volume?2.pdf
. " Passed in Senate with Amendments . *Update, we understand there is likely to be a supplemental
SB0359 HB0185 ,T::ﬁ[,?ﬁelft}\ﬁtgg'ﬁﬁ:m Grant Program = Senator King (41-0); In House APP First Reading and SAL:rF:gr?gn\:gm See above budget to add back the missing 2.2 million in funding for this
9 W&M Hearing 3/19 at 1 PM important program.
This bill will establish a mentorship program that would provide
grants to organizations that serve early adolescent children The EAC supports the establishment of this worthy program and
SB0097 Education - Youth Enhancement Senator McCra: In Senate B&T Hearing 1/15 at 10:30 AM | Support with |and young adults who attend public school in Baltimore City or |suggests an amendment making clear that adolescents and
— Program - Establishment Y and EEE First Reading Amendment |Baltimore County, qualify for free or reduced price meals, and |young adults with disabilities must be included within the scope
are members of a historically disadvantaged group who face | of the program.
obstacles to achievement.
This bill refers to students suspected of a crime of violence (not
Prohibiting a child from in—person attendance at a public charged). Maryland Criminal Law Code Section 14-101 Crime of
. § school if the child has been identified as a suspect for certain | Violence definitions include things like mayhem, maiming,
Public Schools- Children Suspected of a offenses, until certain conditions are met; requiring each local |assault, and minor sexual offences, along with other crimes.
Crime of Violence- Prohibition on In- . q Oppose with |school system to provide alternative educational options for While we work through the education and justice system's
HB0068 Person Attendance (Student Protection Delegate Mangione In House W&M Hearing 1/23 at 1 PM EAC children prohibited from in—person attendance in a certain treatment of students with disabilities and these charge labels
Act of 2025) manner; and generally relating to the prohibition of in-school |that are often applied excessively on a student for behavior that
attendance by children identified as suspects for certain is related to their disability, we have concerned this would
offenses. increase the school to prison pipeline for students with
disabilities, with alternatives not clearly defined.
Prohibiting a child from in—person attendance at a public
Public Schools - Children Charged With school if the child has been charged with a crime of violence,
alé)rilme of Violencel- Prohibitio?] on Irl1- Oppose with until certain conditions are met; requiring each local school Similar to the bill above, this bill refers to students CHARGED
HB0137 Person Attendance (School Safety Act Delegate Mangione et al. In House W&M Hearing 1/23 at 1 PM ppEAC system to provide alternative educational options for children | with a crime of violence as defined by Criminal Law Code
ersol endance (School Sarety At prohibited from in—person attendance in a certain manner; and | Section 14-101,
of 2025) generally relating to the prohibition of in—school attendance by
children charged with a crime of violence.
Requiring each county board of education to develop and
. :m\‘l’t'i’“i?; ot ';'Z'ge‘ﬁﬂlg;e ﬁgﬁgfozalffggst' e atﬁ‘;"cy This bill is similar to the bill put in by Senator Waldstreicher and
County Boards of Educ?tlon - Student schoo?day' BralRroRibiingG t’tj1e polic;lf ot restrictingga Ready, and Benson however this would give County Boards of
HB0630 SB0368 gellulgr ARSI [l = Delegate Boafo et al. In House W&M Hearing 2/12 at 1 PM Support student's use of a cellular phone for any purpose documented EaliciEatenjioierelonlenicyioniiinaticrminetol
stablishment (Maryland Phone-Free 5 - A contains language to ensure that students with IEPs or 504
in the student's individualized education program (or 504 Plan) 2 e
Schools Act) t ; 5 . plans may still have access to cell phones if included as an
o monitor or address a student's documented health issue TR [ el e
during an emergency event or when directed by an educator plans.
or administrator for educational purposes.
County Boards of Education - Student
SB0368 HB0630 CeIIuIa_r RonsiUseiRlicyk Senator Watson In Senate EEE Hearing 1/29 at 2:30 PM Support See above See above
Establishment (Maryland Phone-Free
Schools Act)
We need to ensure there is adequate representation from the
T " . Special Education community for any group created to look at
. : . . ~ y Establishing the Task Force on Education Funding and " .
HB0053 SB0062 ;?ss F‘ir;e °“| E.ducg“mt';“”d'”g and Ee'eg."“es Fair, Mireku-North & |, 1, 1c6 APP Hearing 1/28 at 1 PM i”pp"g ‘”"ht Student Population Growth; and generally relating to the Task ﬁ;“e‘;‘;gf“?ﬁ;"f\ri"ﬁas '“.223'5.“25?2‘;”13 E’X”é“t“s“f.ﬂin‘ei?k?nr
udent Fopulation Grow ruski mendment | Foree on Education Funding and Student Population Growth. X A g 0 EAL testimony ing
for an amendment to add at least one individual with expertise
related to students with disabilities and special education.
SB0062 HB0053 Task Force on E_ducatlon Funding and  |Senators Lewis Young and P_assed in Senate (41-0); In House APP | Support with See above See above
= 0 Student Population Growth Ready First Reading Amendment
Establishing the Child Care Affordability Commission to study
and make recommendations regarding child care affordability |Requesting Amendment to add a representative from a
Child Care Affordability Commission - n q Support with  |in the State; and requiring the Commission to submit an Therapeutic Child Care provider to ensure that childcare
SB0452 HE0862 Establishment St (i In Senate EEE Hearing 2/12 at 2 PM Amendment |interim report by January 1, 2026, and a final report of its affordability, for children with complex needs, is properly
findings and recommendations to the General Assembly by considered.
December 1, 2026.
Child Care Affordability Commission - . Support with
HB0862 SB0452 Establishment Delegate Solomon et al. In House W&M Hearing 2/19 at 1 PM Al See above See above
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Authorizing a teacher in a public middle or high school in the
Public Middle and High Schools - State to take certain disciplinary actions in response to certain This Legislation would undo years of work to create a system of
SB0482 HB0773 Student Discipline (Right to Teach Act of |Senator Gallion et al In Senate EEE Hearing 2/21 at 1 PM Oppose student behavior and to direct students to certain school trauma-informed, restorative practices in our schools which is
— — : officials; and prohibiting a county board of education from . ! ! S
2025) N A N " N . needed to dismantle the school to prison pipeline.
taking disciplinary action against a certain teacher for certain
actions.
Public Middle and High Schools -
HB0773 SB0482 Student Discipline (Right to Teach Act of | Delegate Hartman et al. In House W&M First Reading Oppose See above See above
2025)
Special Education - Individualized Requiring a local school system to provide information
y " In House W&M Unfavorable Report; regarding certain secondary transition services to the parents
HEQ464 gducagon ?‘Ogra.?." M:?tmqs - Material (DEtEED Reiinem ciel, Withdrawn Sl of a child with a disability at certain individualized education
econdary Transition Planning Materials program meetings.
Requiring certain schools that have an antidiscrimination
policy to ensure that the policy includes certain information
and is available to certain individuals in a certain manner;
i e i . requiring a school to provide a certain training regarding
HB0495 Edgcauon Anlt|d|scnm|lnat|on Policies Delegate Kaufman et al. In House W&M Healrlng 2/12at1PM Support antidiscrimination policies to students and employees in a
Policy and Notice Requirements and APP First Readin
Yy q 9 certain manner; and requiring, if sufficient resources are not
available to provide training, a school to coordinate with a
community organization with certain expertise to provide the
training to students and employees at no cost.
Requiring the State Department of Education to disaggregate
certain discipline-related data in an electronic spreadsheet
5 L format for the Department's website, make the data available
HB0488 SB0714 Public Sf.:hools - Dlsc:lpllr)e—ReIated Data Delegate Kaufman et al. In House W&M Hearing 2/12 at 1 PM Support to the pub!lc, and report certain discipline-related information
- . - Collection and Publication each year; and requiring the Department to maintain a certain
risk ratio and State comparison threshold used to identify a
school's disproportional disciplinary practices and report
disproportionality data for high-suspending schools.
SBO714 HBo4gs  |Fublic Schools - Discipline-Related Data | oo 4 Brooks In Senate EEE Hearing 2/21 at 1 PM Support | See above
- Collection and Publication
Requiring, beginning in the 2026-2027 academic year, certain
Institutions of Higher Education - institutions of higher education to provide instructors with
P . : certain training on institutional obligations toward students with
HB0912 instg:céor 'trra\llc_ltr;]gD_Acg?_Tmodatlons Delegate Guyton et al. In House APP Hearing 3/5 at 1 PM Support disabilities under certain federal laws; and requiring the
or Students Wi Isabilities Maryland Higher Education Commission to develop a certain
model training program.
This is the third time we have seen this legislation. We
understand that requiring school resource officers or school
- . " A security employees to carry firearms as a preventative measure
: _ Requiring a Baltimore City school police officer and a school : 4 - y
SB0644 Alblic SCh(.)OlS Sehool Resource Senator Jennings et al. In Senate EEE Hearing 2/12 at 2 PM Oppose resource officer to carry a firearm while present on the eSS Elinet (MLEED G el UTEED Cnlieniti HEC)
Officers - Firearms Required premises of the school to which the officer is assigned all students (and disparately students of color and students with
. disabilities) and personnel at increased risk. Research tells us
that the use of school resource officers does not reduce school
shootings or gun related incidents.
Requiring the Montgomery County Board of Education to Right now, the bill language includes a carve-out for cell phone
Montgomery County - Board of . . A y - .
y . W Support with  |establish a policy limiting the use of a cellular phone by a use for students with IEPs. We will contact the delegation for
HE1179 Edﬁca"'\;g Hg‘;gem‘ Cellular Phone Montgomery County Delegation - |Unfavorable Report W&M; Withdrawn Amendment |student during instructional time except under certain what we believe will be considered a friendly amendment to
olicy " circumstances. include students with 504 plans as well.
This bill would allow for additional funding allocation and
Requiring, on or before January 1 each year, each county expansion of eligibility for the BOOST program that diverts
board of education to provide certain information to the public dollars for education to private institutions. All children
parents or legal guardians of students who attend a failing should have access to a high-quality education in their local
legal di f stud h d a faill hould h high: lity education in their local
Education - Primary and Secondary school; requiring that a failing school continue to be public school, regardless of zip code, and our state's public
HB1180 Schools - Alternative School Options Delegate Fisher et al. In House W&M Hearing 3/3 at 11 AM Oppose designated as a failing school until certain conditions are met; [schools would lose money, further impacting their ability to
(Right to Learn Act) requiring that a student who is attending a failing school be provide high quality care. Of note, students are not entitled to a
provided the opportunity to attend an alternative school; FAPE (educational program accommodations) in private school
establishing the Broadening Options and Opportunities for and may be denied accommodations they need to succeed. We
Students Today Program; etc. need to ensure that taxpayer dollars support the operation of
public institutions that serve all students.
- . . . This bill would require reporting only on the outcomes of
Requiring certain public schools to develop and implement a . . > H
system to track and report injury incidents, whether intentional Lln:édggl};ﬁ\;mg?#;?;?g:ﬁ::gg:}ng Cc';‘c:;"vsvtr?;ﬁ: Efantemc:dents),
Public Schools - Injury Incidents - :(';:ggliizr;;aI\’J:)d?]S;Udg‘rg'S‘Ceﬁggler'eg:,Sac:doils?;ﬁif%ie on the informed traiging has been providued, and use of the;e
HB1194 Requirements for Tracking and Delegates Tomlinson et al. In House W&M Hearing 3/5 at 1:15 PM Oppose P 9 year, 9 techniques to de-escalate situations, the data is meaningless

Reporting

certain reporting requirements for county boards of education,
the Juvenile Services Education Program Superintendent, and
the State Department of Education regarding certain injury
incidents in schools.

and would not improve our schools to be the welcoming,
restorative environments we need. This bill may have the
impact of vilifying students who communicate pain, anxiety, fear,
etc through their behavior, including students with disabilities.
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Establishing that it is unlawful for a parent or guardian of a
student in a public school to fail to seek and participate in
Education - Student Behavior - Parent °°””:e.“"g ‘;Y"h “;e _p?re?tsgrdguarz:!an ; C:”d. after ':jece'v'ng Repeat bill from last year. See EAC previous testimony here:
NB1313 and Guardian Notice and Required Delegate R. L InH W&M Hearing 3/5 at 1:15 PM o a certain noj '°§|.° V'ﬁ enl anc« 'SI":F’ ve As aV'°fvna." - https://mgaleg.maryland.
aBtets Counseling (Parent and Guardian CEgEB ks Mg DRIOU=S Gy e B e ppose |requiring a public school principal to provide a certain written | /o te  testimony/2024/wam/1alFiS2uQOlinKvEaBJdu1wg_TJ
2 notice to the parent or guardian of a student who engages in ScQzr.pdf
Accountability Act) two or more incidents of violent and disruptive behavior on psciizrpdl
school premises or during school-related activities during the
school year.
Acknowledging the importance of teaching a culturally diverse |The Arc Maryland and DD Council co-authored testimony to
curriculum in elementary and secondary schools in the State; |support that curriculum should embrace diversity and include
Elementary and Secondary Education - . : providing that curricula taught in elementary and secondary history of historically marginalized communities, such as the
HJ005 Curriculum - Importance of Diversity Delegates Fair et al. In House HRU Hearing 3/3 at 1 PM Support schools should include the history of communities that have community of people with IDD, while also highlighting the many
experienced discrimination; and affirming the State of important contributions of advocates with IDD to make our world
Maryland's commitment to a complete education. better (Section 504, IDEA, the ADA, etc.)
Authorizing the Governor to include in the annual budget bill,
. . beginning in fiscal year 2027, an appropriation of $350,000 to |OR FISCAL YEAR 2027 AND EACH FISCAL YEAR
University of Maryland, College Park the University of Maryland, College Park Campus THEREAFTER, THE GOVERNOR MAY INCLUDE IN THE
HB0458 SB0603 Campus- TerpsEXCEED Program Delegate Wolek et al. In House - Favorable Report in APP Support TerpsEXCEED (EXperiencing College through Education and |ANNUAL BUDGET BILL AN APPROPRIATION OF
Funding Employment Discovery) Program to provide educational and  |$350,000 FOR THE TERPSEXCEED PROGRAM AT THE
employment opportunities to students with intellectual UNIVERSITY.
disabilities.
University of Maryland, College Park . .
SB0603 HB0458  |Campus- TerpsEXCEED Program Senator Zucker et al. FEEEC I SRS () (il Support | See above
Fundi Amendments; In House APP
unding
Healthcare
Requiring the Maryland Commission on Health Equity, in
X L coordination with the Maryland Department of Health, to
Public Health - Maryland Commission Support with establish a health equity measures advisory committee; We will request that a member of the DD Coalition have a seat
SB00129 HB0474 on Health Equity - Advisory Committee  Senator Ellis In Senate FIN Hearing 1/30 at 1 PM A PP d t requiring licensed hospitals in the State to submit a health on this advisory committee to review things through the lens of
and Hospital Reporting mendments equity report annually to the Department and the health equity ' people with IDD
advisory committee; and generally relating to the health equity
and hospital reporting.
Public Health - Maryland Commission Support with
HB0474 SB00129 on Health Equity - Advisory Committee | Delegate Bagnall et al. In House HGO Hearing Canceled Am%%dments See above See above
and Hospital Reporting
According to the OMB Uniform Guidance, Subpart E, the current
. . N i "de minimis" rate for grants is currently 15% of modified total
State Government - Grants and . 5 atonngjihelratolatwhichinonprofit G I (EEEig direct costs. This means that organizations without a negotiated
X q Passed in House with Amendments State-funded grants or contracts may be reimbursed for FordT o g
HB0300 SB0127 Contracts - Reimbursement of Indirect  Delegate Kerr X Support i q indirect cost rate can choose to charge up to 15% of their direct
(123-11); In Senate B&T indirect costs to match the rate established under relevant L P L h
Costs federal guidelines costs to cover indirect expenses. *The bill was amended in the
: House to STUDY the need to higher indirect costs and would
only apply to nonprofits with contracts exceeding 1,000,000.
State Government - Grants and
SB0127 HB0300 Contracts - Reimbursement of Indirect  Senator Kagan In Senate B&T Hearing 1/22 at 11:30 AM Support See above See above
Costs
This bill would extend the period under which Medicaid and
Repealing the limitation on the period during which the other health plans would cover telehealth appointments that
: : Maryland Medical Assistance Program and certain insurers, include audio only assistance. Without this change in law,
SB0372 HB0869 Preserve Telehealth Access Act of 2025 Senators Beidle et al. F;asssgcir:nHSenatﬁ(\BNétl::fT;ndgjsnts Support nonprofit health service plans, and health maintenance reimbursement for this service would end on June 30, 2025.
(45-0); ouse Irst Reading organizations are required to provide reimbursement for *Note: Amendments to SB372 made the bill bi-partisan and
certain health care services provided through telehealth on a  require the Health Care Cost Commission to report every 4
certain basis and at a certain rate; etc. years on advances to telehealth and best practices.
Passed in House with Amendments
HB0869 SB0372 Preserve Telehealth Access Act of 2025 ' Delegates Pena Melnyk et al. (133-0); In Senate FIN First Reading Support See above
Altering the membership of the Maryland Commission on
i i Health Equity; and altering the purposes of the Commission to
Public Health - Maryland Commission ; ; : £ "
. X Senators M. Washington and q include employing a health equity framework to examine the
SB0560 gn Health Equity - Membership and e In Senate FIN Hearing 2/13 at 1 PM Support impact of access to transportation, transit programs, and
urposes transit services and proximity to health care facilities and
primary care providers on the health of residents of the State.
. . . Altering the definition of a reportable offense to include only
HB0620 Primary and Secondary Education - Delegate Atterbeary In House W&M Hearing 2/25 at 1 PM Support references to offenses defined as crimes of violence in relation

Reportable Offense - Alteration

and JUD First Reading

to reporting arrests of students attending public and nonpublic
schools in the State.
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Bill |Crossfiled Bill |Title |Sponsor |Status Position |Description Notes
Requiring each county board of education, by September 1, L . .
2025, and each September 1 thereafter, to publish on its UGS .b'” |s.|rnp!:>'r1.ant lolimprovsieaual access for students with .
website and report to the General Assembly on the number of physical disabilities to use the same main entrance door as their
5 H T p peers. Also, the Emergency Evaluation Plan bill passed in 2017
(RIS SEERls = (RS Wi In House Favorable with Amendments amr??u;n;?cl?s?bﬁ ?;rbil:ziisvcigggllsb;liltﬂr:j?ssaltr:iIEG:scz:gtx;? ia:\t fequiinofschiooislicioreatelemeroencyjevacustionlpiansiand
HB0694 SB0851 Disabilities - Main Entrance Accessibility Delegate Kaufman et al. Support ; ; . th Disabiliti - requiri have equipment on site for evacuating students and school
dE Pl . Report compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act; requiring | with physical disabilities duri B h
angismergencylganning each local school system to send a copy of the local school geﬁrrseon&(;:” scﬁoﬁsw:avles?ey;lolr?s d tlr‘:r;ng dir::ghearlcelif\izuc as
gysiemisiemetgencylplanliofticiStielbeparnenticf equi -ment yThis bill would require a reyort for plannin
Education; requiring a certain report to the General Assembly; G . q P P 9
e purposes.
Public Schools - Individuals With Senators Zucker. Augustine. and
SB0851 HB0694 Disabilities - Main Entrance Accessibility - » Aug ’ In Senate EEE Hearing 3/5 at 1 PM Support See above see above
and Emergency Planning ung
This is a repeat bill from a prior session. The Arc Maryland has
Requiri lection judge t tablish ter's identity b concerns that this bill will create a disparate and negative
equiring an election judge to establish a voters |_er\ ity by, situation for voters with IDD. It would require a voter to present
requiring the voter to prese?LCﬁrTalfn EmOf of |dent|t{),| requiring |5 government-issued photo ID that includes a signature and
: " ter to vote a provisional ballot if the voter is unable to . . N ; N
Elections- In-Person Voting- Proof of . avot N ; o L require a person to provide a signature at the time of voting that
HB0091 Identity Delegate R. Long et al. In House W&M Hearing 2/11 at 1 PM Oppose provnqe certain p_roof of |d9nmy, prohlbn!ng a person from matches the one on their ID. Some people with disabilities do
knowingly an_d W'”.ﬂ.my _votlng or attempting to _vote under_e_l not have a recognizable or consistent signature due to their
faltse fotrm of |dert1t|f|ca;|o?,_dandt'tgenterally"ljelatng to requiring conditions and are twice as likely to not have a government-
voters to present proof ot identily at a polling piace. issued state ID, resulting in a higher chance of being denied the
right to vote under this legislation.
This is a repeat bill from a prior session. The Arc Maryland has
concerns that this bill will create a disparate and negative
situation for voters with IDD. It would require a voter to present
e tablish the voter's identity at th a voter registration card, Driver's license, or other government
Election Law- Polling Places- reu u:st ofgaﬁ eloegticz ?:dae :t a eolli(r:e Tac:b Y ?esere\tin issued photo ID that includes a signature and require a person
HBO0115 Establishing Voter Identity (Voter Delegate R. Long In House W&M Hearing 2/11 at 1 PM Oppose que ection judg poTing place by presenting 14, oroyide a signature at the time of voting that matches the one
f certain proof of identity; and generally relating to establishing a : s TP
Privacy Act of 2025) i oplerpaguas e o on their ID. Some people with disabilities do not have a
Y polling place. recognizable or consistent signature due to their conditions, and
are twice as likely to not have a government issued state ID,
resulting in a higher chance of being denied the right to vote
under this legislation.
Prohibiting a local board of elections from removing an
absentee ballot from a return envelope or ballot/return P, . .
. _ _ . This bill raises privacy concerns by requiring local BOE to
HB0067 E!ectlon Law Absentee Ballots .. |Delegate R. Long et al. In House W&M Hearing 2/11 at 1 PM Oppose envelope or counting the k?allot unless the return envelope or provide candidates with a list of registered voters who have
Signature Requirements and Verification ballot/return envelope is signed by the voter and, except under |2 "y " o Ll e o
certain circumstances, a witness and the local board verify the )
voter’s signature; and generally relating to absentee ballots.
Requiring the State Board of Elections to establish guidelines
for the local boards of election to implement a process to
accommodate and expedite voting for elderly voters and
Election Law- Polling Place Procedures- voters with disabilities at each early voting center and polling
" . place; requiring the local boards to implement the guidelines
SB0066 HB0781 \é.mmt?l.bt.y Elierly Vo.:)elrs aZdEVOte;.st“gth Senator Ellis In Senate EEE Hearing 2/5 at 1 PM Support and collect feedback on the process from elderly voters and
'S_a ilities (Accessible and Expedite voters with disabilities and make immediate adjustments to the
Voting Act of Maryland) process; requiring the training program for election judges to
include instruction on best practices for assisting elderly voters
and voters with disabilities; and generally relating to in—person
voting by elderly voters and voters with disabilities.
Election Law- Polling Place Procedures-
HBO781 sBoose | Voting by Elderly Voters and Voters with | 16 at6 Roberts et al. In House W&M Hearing 2/18 at 1 PM Support | See above
Disabilities (Accessible and Expedited
Voting Act of Maryland)



https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/bills/hb/hb0694F.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/bills/sb/sb0851F.pdf
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People with IDD are Individuals with disabilities are particularly
vulnerable to crime for a variety of reasons, and while people
with disabilities experience the same types of crime as people
without disabilities, they may also experience unique forms of
For the purpose of authorizing the court to admit into evidence |these crimes. Justice Department data on sex crimes in 2018
in certain criminal proceedings certain out of court statements |showed that people with intellectual disabilities — women and
Criminal Procedure - Out of Court made by a vulnerable adult victim or witness under certain men — are the victims of sexual assaults at rates more than 7X
HB0677 SB0298 Statements - Vulnerable Adult Victims Delegate Toles et al. In House JUD Hearing 2/11 at 1 PM Support circumstances and subject to certain requirements; and those for people without disabilities. Unfortunately, not many of
and Witnesses generally relating to the admissibility of out of court statements |these cases are prosecuted as people with IDD may be able to
of vulnerable adult victims and witnesses in criminal vividly describe an incident closer to the time of the occurance of
proceedings. the incident, but over time, the recollection of specific
information may become more difficult. This bill would ensure
that statements made outside of the criminal proceeding, by a
vulnerable adult victim, may be considered for admission in a
criminal proceeding under certain circumstances.
Criminal Procedure - Out of Court
SB0298 HB0677 Statements - Vulnerable Adult Victims Senator Waldstreicher In Senate JPR Hearing 1/30 at 1 PM Support See above See above
and Witnesses
From DRM's Testimony last year opposing this legislation: "The
purpose of Maryland’s laws related to incompetency is to
provide restoration services to permit an individual to become
competent to stand trial on criminal charges. The weight of the
social science research concludes that an individual who is
Altering the time period after which a court is required to found Incompetent to Stand Trial (IST) and not restored to
s . dismiss a certain charge against a defendant found competency within 5 years is not likely to be restored to
HB0312 Criminal 'Procedure = ey i@ Delegates Cardin and Bartlett {n _House JUD Unfavorable Report; Oppose incompetent to stand trial to the lesser of 10 years or the competency in 10 years. It is important to remember that such
Stand Trial Withdrawn maximum sentence for the most serious offense charged individuals have not been found guilty for any crime by a court of
under certain circumstances. law. Further, it is particularly inappropriate when the person has
a co-occurring developmental disability, a traumatic brain injury,
or dementia that increases the challenge of restoring the
individual to competency to stand trial. Extending the period of
time a person can be held as IST before charges can be
dismissed will not rectify this problem."
Establishing the Curbside Voting Pilot Program to test the
. _ . D viability of curbside voting in the State; establishing
HB0317 Electlon Law - Curbside Voting - Pilot Delegates Williams and Wilkins  |In House W&M Hearing 2/4 at 1 PM Support requirements governing curbside voting; and requiring the
rogram State Board to report to the General Assembly on the
implementation of the Pilot Program by September 1, 2029.
Prohibiting a caregiver, family member, or household member
from knowingly and willfully obtaining the property of an
Vulnerable and Senior Adults - Theft of Passed in House with individual the caregiver, family member, or household member
. R House Speaker by Request of . knows or reasonably should know is a vulnerable or senior
A 580466 IPapEaliy 5 CENEeleTy, Famlly M_ember, Attorney General Amendments (136-0); In Senate iRl adult with the intent to deprive the vulnerable or senior adult of
or Household Member - Prohibition JPR and EEE the property; making a violation of the Act an unfair, abusive,
or deceptive trade practice that is subject to enforcement and
penalties under the Maryland Consumer Protection Act; etc.
Vulnerable and Senior Adults - Theft of . .
SB0466 HB0604 Property by Caregiver, Family Member, f\{etnate PrGesndenlt By ReTesi e :;:E?Ee'r;_atet ;PR dHeanng 2ElRRtland Support See above
or Household Member - Prohibition S ASCIEE lesptiiny
Providing that certain evidence of certain diagnoses is
admissible in a criminal proceeding if the evidence tends to
Criminal Procedure - Diagnosis of Shz‘.'éthatt rt]he detzrf]endantt, ?t :h? time of t:? al::gedﬁoffense, did | Allows evidence of a disability to be considered at the beginning
HB0703 SB0507 Developmental Disability or Intellectual |Delegate Kaufman et al. In House JUD Hearing 2/11 at 1 PM Support ordid not have the mental state r_equ.lre or the ofiense of a case, not just during the sentencing phase. This bill is at
Disability - Evid charged and is otherwise admissible; and requiring a judge or the request of the Autism Association of Maryland (ASOM)
isability - Evidence a District Court commissioner to consider any diagnosis for the a Y
defendant of a certain developmental disability or intellectual
disability when making a pretrial release determination.
Criminal Procedure - Diagnosis of
SB0507 HB0703 Developmental Disability or Intellectual |Senator Henson In Senate JPR Hearing 2/7 at 1 PM Support See above See above
Disability - Evidence
Providing that a certain landlord may not refuse to rent to a
prospective tenant who pays rent with the assistance ofan | g4 of Income discrimination continues despite previous
Human Relations - Discrimination in '"cof'dlg'bﬁe? hourstm_g Isub;ld)éunder cﬁrtat";. urcu_mlstances, attempts to address it legislatively. This bill specifically
SB0677 HB0896 Housing - Income-Based Housing Senator Gile In Senate JPR First Reading Support | Providing that a certain fanciorc may collect financia addresses Income Based Housing Subsidies and prohibits

Subsidies

information from a perspective tenant under certain
circumstances; and providing that a violation of the Act is a
discriminatory housing practice and is subject to enforcement
by the Maryland Commission on Civil Rights.

consideration of them in the rental application/evaluation of a
prospective tenant.



https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/bills/hb/hb0677F.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/bills/sb/sb0298F.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/bills/sb/sb0298F.pdf
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https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/bills/sb/sb0466F.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/bills/sb/sb0466F.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/bills/hb/hb0604T.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/bills/hb/hb0703F.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/bills/sb/sb0507F.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/bills/sb/sb0507F.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/bills/hb/hb0703F.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/bills/sb/sb0677F.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/bills/hb/hb0896F.pdf
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Human Relations - Discrimination in
HB0896 SB0677 Housing - Income-Based Housing Delegate Stewart In House E&T Hearing 2/18 at 1 PM Support See above
Subsidies
Altering the information that is required to be included on the
signature page of a petition seeking to place a question on the
Election Law - Petitions and Ballot ballot and with a question on the ballot; requiring that a certain | Similar to a bill presented last legislative session to require
. _ . . summary included on the signature page of a petition seeking |information on a ballot that is presented in plain language so the
SBO615 HE0816 CR‘)ues.“ons tContgr:)ts, Plgm Language |Senator Kagan In Senate EEE Hearing 2/26 at 1 PM Support to place a question on the ballot and a certain statement about | public may understand what they are voting for/what their vote
equirement, and Frocedures a question on the ballot be written in plain language; altering | will accomplish
the deadline by which ballot questions must be prepared and
certified; etc.
Election Law - Petitions and Ballot
HB0816 SB0615 Questions - Contents, Plain Language |Delgates Feldmark et al. In House W&M Hearing 2/18 at 1 PM Support See above See above
Requirement, and Procedures
L . Establishing that a person committed to the Maryland There are already laws in place for the human treatment of a
Criminal Procedure - Verdict of Not Department of Health after a verdict of not criminally person determined NCR, and this would remove the flexibility
SB0782 Criminally Responsible - Eligibility for Senator Corderman In Senate JPR Hearing 3/4 at 1 PM Oppose responsible for murder in the first degree or murder in the individuals, our judicial system, and health systems need to
Evaluation for Discharge second degree is not eligible for discharge for at least 10 years [make reasonable, professional-judgement informed decisions
after the date the person was committed. about the course of a person's treatment and release.
Prohibiting a local board of elections from removing an
absentee ballot from a return envelope or ballot/return
envelope or counting the ballot unless the return envelope or | The Arc Maryland has concerns that this bill will create a
Election Law - Absentee Ballots - ballot/return envelope is signed by the voter and, except under |disparate and negative situation for voters with IDD. Some
SB0838 Signat Requi t d Verificati Senator Mautz et al. In Senate EEE Hearing 2/26 at 1 PM Oppose certain circumstances, a witness and the local board verify the |people with disabilities do not have a recognizable or consistent
Ignature Requirements and verification voter's signature; and providing that the witness signature signature due to their conditions and this would increase
requirement does not apply to active duty uniformed services |likelihood of being denied the right to vote under this legislation.
members serving overseas or their spouses or dependents
who live overseas.
Establishing the Workgroup on Mail-In Ballot Accessibility to
examine current processes in the State relating to mail-in
ballot return, assessing the impact on voters with disabilities, Th q
i s ) . " e Arc Maryland is one of several workgroup members named
HB1097 SECo2aR vorkdrorplenitaibnlEallcl Delegate Feldmark et al. In House W&M Hearing 2/24 at 11 AM Support | collect information about current practices for accessible in this bill to examine the accessibility of the state mail In ballot
Accessibility alternatives to paper mail-in ballot return, and evaluate the
" L L - return system.
alternatives for individuals with disabilities; and requiring the
Workgroup to report its findings and recommendations to the
Governor and the General Assembly by December 31, 2025.
SB0929 HB1097 X{:"Ci‘gg%‘fhp‘;” Al Eellsi Senator Brooks et al. In Senate EEE Hearing 2/26 at 1 PM Support | See above See above
Authorizing an individual to request aid in dying by making
gzc::?ﬂ:‘zqusi‘: d?/si;i:gblil:gllﬂgir:zqnfjelzrqirirr‘eer:t:natz(?'e‘f;?:ébtlgons It appears this bill contains the same language as last year
Cofl . i > N - which is a problem in that there is no requirement that a medical
End of-Life Optl_on Act (The Honorable " In House HGO Hearing 3/3 at 2 PM and . requests for aid in dying, consulting physicians, mental health | o), 4 opinion be obtained by a different medical practice
HB1328 SB0926 Elijah E. Cummings and the Honorable |Delegate Hill et al. : Evaluating |assessments, the disposal of drugs prescribed for aid in dying, d th dat . s t this opi
Shane E. Pendergrass Act) JUD Hearing 3/3 at 2 PM health care facility policies, and the effect of aid in dying on group, and there are no data requirements to ensure this option
. insurance policies: a thori'zin a pharmacist o dispense does not have a disparate impact on people with disabilities.
urance p: 8, auth! 9 ap! acist to disp We will be reviewing with our GAC
medication for aid in dying only to certain individuals under
certain circumstances; etc
End-of-Life Option Act (The Honorable
SB0926 HB1328 Elijah E. Cummings and the Honorable |Senator Smith et al. In Senate JPR Hearing Canceled Evaluating |See above See above
Shane E. Pendergrass Act)
Altering provisions of law relating to equal access to public
s & E 0 services for individuals with limited English proficiency to
tate Government - Equal Access to include individuals with disabilities; establishing certain e - ) -
. . : ) . P . . This bill is priority legislation for the Equity Coalition. It creates a
HB1473 P.Ub.“c Servu.:,es for Ingmduals With Delegate Acevero et al. In House HGO Hearing 3/11 at 1 PM Support IS (21 ] EREES D ulilite Soces! fOI" ERE mandated appropriation of $400,000 for implementation of the
Limited English Proficiency and State departments, agencies, and programs, including
o . B i y P 5 language access plan and resources to departments.
Individuals With Disabilities developing a language access plan; requiring the Governor's
Office of Immigrant Affairs to oversee, monitor, investigate,
and enforce certain provisions of law; etc.
The DD Coalition expressed concerns to Sponsors that although
. . . L Requiring a licensing authority, on request, to provide to an th'? Iatljglt,;age dqes not sp;ecmcally wolateffalr houdsmg, it has the
Community-Based Residential Facilities interested party the criteria used by the licensing authority to | R STUE 10 NSRS SSPEta’enaes pOrpERes B
HB1136 SB0945 - Licensing Entities - Provision of Delegates Rosenberg and Ruff  |In House HGO Hearing 3/5 at 2:40 PM Oppose determine whether to issue a license for or renew a license of exist for handling neighbor disputes could not be used (neighbor

Licensing Criteria and Single Point of
Contact

a community facility; and requiring a licensing authority to
designate a single point of contact to respond to complaints,
concerns, or issues regarding a community facility.

to neighbor communication, or if not, calling code enforcement
or police for assistance for something more serious. We do not
need separate procedures for homes simply because they
needed for people with disabilities.
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Community-Based Residential Facilities
SB0945 HB1136 N _Llcen_smg E_ntlt_les - Prqwsmn o_f Senator Hettleman et al. In Senate FIN Hearing 3/4 at 1 PM Oppose See above See above
Licensing Criteria and Single Point of
Contact
Monitored Bills by Topic
Crossfiled N (-
Community Living & Working
Authorizing the Secretary of State to suspend payment of
certain late fees assessed to certain charitable organizations
: i Atiana. under certain circumstances; authorizing the Secretary of
SBO184 HB0239 gza{gﬁglﬁ,r?.rgi@z::;ﬁ ;‘:;e Fees and Chair of JPR by Request of Passed in Senate (46-0); In House EMC | Monitoring/ | State to cancel a charitable organization’s registration or This legislation would allow the Secretary of State to suspend or
= I c 9 lation R P t Secretary of State First Reading Support reinstate a charitable organization’s canceled registration waive late filing fees for charitable organizations.
ancellation Requirements under certain circumstances; and generally relating to the
regulation of charitable organizations by the Secretary of
State.
Charitable Organizations- Late Fees and Chair of EMC by Request of Passed in House with Amendments Monitoring/ See above. Amendments in the House require regulations to be
HB0239 SB0184 Registration- Suspension and Secretary of Stgte a (137-0); In Senate JPR First Readin Su ortg See above adopted and provide additional guardrails for the Secretary of
Cancellation Requirements b ’ 9 PP State
Altering the duties of the Department of Service and Civic y L R -
Innovation; renaming the Governor’s Volunteer Council to be Clarifies that paﬂlmpa}lpg organizations mu;t pay pgnlglpants at
the Governor’s Commission on Service and Volunteerism; e SIED @ CEALY ML WD I, wljlphever s hlgher.
Department of Service and Civic altering certain requirements relating to qualifications for ﬁtlﬁgrcé?;gfi;hg:gfa?:ggi?;:?gggBag;ﬂﬁii?t;;rﬂ;’ndwes
HB0033 SB0248 Innoyatlon = Maryland Corps Program  |Chair of HGO by Request‘of Dept Passe_d in HOU.Se (101-33); In Senate Monitoring applicants _and compensation for participants in the Young . TS e el T (0 Y 1 ) Z TR () (015
— = Service Year Option Pathways — of Service & Civic Innovation EEE First Reading Adult Service Year Option Pathway and the Maryland Service Workforce Crisis. it may be possible o include something from
Revisions Year Option Pathway; altering certain reporting requirements; B _-TIsIs, itmay be p s 9
repealing the Executive Fellows Program; and generally (s reporlt n thls'leglslauon to boost partllmpatlon of DD
relating to the Maryland Corps Program Service Year Option Community Providers/People who self direct who are employers
Pathways of record.
Department of Service and Civic
Innovation — Maryland Corps Program | Chair of EEE by Request of Dept |Passed in Senate (45-0); In House HGO P
$B0248 HBO033 Service Year Option Pathways — of Service & Civic Engagement | First Reading and APP First Reading NEmiEig  |Seoekan SEDERE
Revisions
Allowing employers who provide certain parental engagement
leave to certain qualified employees during the taxable year a
Pri s c | T credit against the State income tax; requiring the State
rince George’s County — Income Tax — . | . - Department of Education, in consultation with the Comptroller,
HB0377 Credit for Employers Providing Parental grlrce ?eorge s County {,r\lr::);se W&M Unfavorable Report; Mgnltorlr:tg/ to develop and make available a certain certification form;
Engagement Leave, PG 409-25 elegation ithdrawn uppo establishing that the credit equals the qualified employee's
hourly wage rate times the number of parental leave hours
used by the employee during the taxable year, up to $800; and
making the credit refundable under certain circumstances; etc.
Altering, from July 1, 2025, to July 1, 2027, and from July 1,
fq A 2026, to July 1, 2028, the dates on which the payment of
SB0355 Eamlly andDMledlcafI ILealve Instu;'ance Senator Hershey In Senate FIN Hearing 2/5 at 2 PM Monitoring  [contributions and the submission of claims for benefits,
IfeiglElin = (DR @i T2l EmEm £ respectively, are to begin under the Family and Medical Leave
Insurance Program.
Requiring the Maryland Medical Assistance Program,
beginning July 1, 2026, to provide supportive housing and
health services to certain Program recipients; establishing
. . _ requirements for professionals seeking certification as a
SB0367 Ié/larylag_d Msdlcql As&s;e;_r'\cel;rggram Senator Ellis In Senate FIN Hearing 2/4 at 1 PM Evaluating |certified supportive housing and health services professional
upportive Housing an eal ervices and entities that employ or contract with supportive housing
and health services professionals; requiring, by January 1,
2026, the Department to approve at least one accredited
training and certification program; etc.
Authorizing food establishments that are businesses that
conduct agritourism, Class 4 limited wineries, or Class 8 farm o A .
. B . o) ! ! > N Evaluating if current statute requires the portable toilet to be
HBO559 SB0544 Food Estabh_shments Portable Delegate T. Morgan P_assed in House (133-0); In Senate FIN Evaluating breweries to comply with the requirement to provide a wheelchair accessible. If not, that should be factored in to any
e e Chemical Toilets First Reading convenient lavatory by providing a portable chemical toilet that e e T e e
is supplied with approved hand drying devices, kept in a
sanitary condition, and properly ventilated.
SB0544 HB0559 Food Establl§ hments - Fortable Senator Bailey In Senate FIN Favorable Report Evaluating |See above See above
Chemical Toilets
Consumer Protection - Electronic Funds Requiring the Commissioner of Financial Regulation to adopt
- . Monitoring/Sup |consumer protection regulations for domestic electronic funds
SB0659 HB0332 'Fl"ransfet(s —Eetguflazt(l)oznss (Elder Fraud Senators Ready et al. In Senate FIN Hearing 2/20 at 1 PM port transfers that apply to financial institutions in the State and are
revention Act o ) consistent with the federal Electronic Fund Transfer Act; etc.
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JPR First Reading

local superintendent of schools and school principal for certain
decisions made during a certain inquiry of a juvenile offender
for certain offenses.
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Consumer Protection - Electronic Funds Monitoring/S
HB0332 SB0659  |Transfers - Regulations (Elder Fraud  |Delegates Stewart and Griffith | In House ECM Hearing 1/28 at 1 PM ' ; ﬂg UP | see above
Prevention Act of 2025) P
L Wil (e Some people have conditions that make them extremely
enicle Laws - Medical Exemption for o ; ¥ o [Frerr et : : photosensitive, and the strobbing effects of sunlight through
SB0707 HB0436 Enhanced Tinted Windows - Repeal of |Senator Zucker In Senate JPR Hearing 3/5 at 1 PM Wtoretterilnig/ Sl | Reqptet i it 2ugyett vt i iern i st @ envjpitanss o trees can induce seizures. There should be a mechanism for
" P port enhanced tinted windows on certain vehicles. L > o L "
Time Limitation these individuals and their families to keep their tinted windows
for health and safety of the individuals inside the vehicle
Vehicle Laws - Medical Exemption for . . T
HBO0436 SB0707  |Enhanced Tinted Windows - Repeal of | Delegate Pena Melnyk et al. G [0 Wil At | ReERR | g
Time Limitation (135-0); In Senate JPR First Reading port
Authorizing an applicant for a driver's license or a license
Motor Vehicles - Driving Records - holder to voluntarily disclose to the Motor Vehicle
; h f : . Administration certain information regarding certain medical . . .
Disclosure of Medical Diagnosis . Evaluating for |/ = - > A .. |There are no safeguards for police training and accountability,
HBO0727 : : o Delegate M. Morgan et al. In House E&T Unfavorable Report; Withd| L diagnoses; requiring the Administration to include a description v ot f
(Safeguarding American Families Opposition of the voluntary disclosure in the applicant's or license holder's and other mechanisms built in to protect people with IDD.
Everywhere Act) driving record; and providing that the voluntary disclosure may
be removed from an individual's driver's record on request.
We will be getting more information from the Sponsor about why
Developmental Disabilities Clarifying that a parent of the recipient may provide services muetytrz?seilr:T;s\nlblolljltsorf]ef}:::}?ﬁeI;IIIs; &Ziiglzfthzzeirt: Ztstesr:a\[f)ftlsgutl?i
HB1053 Administration - Self-Directed Services - |Delegate Buckel In House HGO Hearing 3/5 at 2:40 PM Evaluating  |for the recipient of self-directed services under certain E tricken by wai I Brtich P this is writte
EoTet Brais e oy e stricken by waiver amendment, but the way this is written
does not include any of the guardrails already in place as
required by federal rules about family as staff.
Education & Childcare
Expanding the acts for which a child adjudicated delinquent is
required to register with the juvenile sex offender registry and
supervising authority; requiring law enforcement agencies and
State’s Attorneys to notify schools of certain information when
a child is arrested for a certain offense; prohibiting a child from
Juvenile Child Sex Offenders- Juvenile . in—person attendance ata} public _school ora nonpu_blic school
) L . In Senater JPR Hearing 1/28 at 1 PM ] that receives State funds if the child has been convicted or
SB0078 Se;; O;fenderger?lstlrxgnddProhlbltlon Senator Salling and EEE First Reading Monitoring adjudicated delinquent of certain offenses; requiring each local
) [MAPERE SEieel ANEme ENED school system to provide alternative educational options for
children prohibited from in—person attendance in a certain
manner; and generally relating to the juvenile sex offender
registry and the prohibition of in—person school attendance by
children convicted or adjudicated delinquent of certain
offenses.
Repealing a requir_emen_t that certain C.h”d care centars have in Reviewing for implications on the safety of children if CPR/First
HBO Child Care Centers — Certificated Staff ~ |Chair of W&M by Request of In House W&M Favorable with . attendance a certain ratio of staff to children who hold a Aid requirements are repealed. This may not be an issue if
150 SB0252 Ratio Requi t—R | Dept of Educati A d ts Report Monitoring |certificate in first aid and cardiopulmonary resuscitation under there are trained staff in the same building or area. Still under
atio Requirement — Repeal ept of Education mendments Repo certain circumstances; and generally relating to child care consideration 9 :
centers and staffing requirements. |
Child Care Centers — Certificated Staff | Chair of EEE by Request of Dept |Passed in Senate (46-0); In House -
8B0252 HBA150 Ratio Requirement — Repeal of Education W&M Hearing 3/19 at 1 PM Monitoring | See above See above
Requiring the State Department of Education, in collaboration
with the 4 Maryland Department of Health, to develop a
comprehensive health education framework; requiring each
county board of education to create an age—appropriate
Primary and Secondary Education — q _ng). — curriculum that is consistent with the comprehensive health Health Education Curriculum is important and we support that
HB0161 Comprehensive Health Education Delegates Atterbeary and Fair EETESE'd ItnRH03§e (2R [ SienEt Mom‘on?tg/suP education framework; requiring each county board to establish |this should be reviewed to ensure it is of the highest quality and
Framework — Established Irst Reading po! policies, guidelines, and procedures for a parent or guardian to |inclusive to meet the learning needs of students with IDD.
opt out of a certain topic for the parent’s or guardian’s student,
subject to a certain prohibition and requirement; and generally
relating to the 10 establishment of a comprehensive health
education framework in public schools.
Family Child Care Homes and Child . Increasing from 4 to 5 tlhe number of chiIgren unrtker thg age of
Ny . . |In House W&M Favorable with R 2 years that are authorized to be in care in a family child care
S /iilre ?enters =(Atilito Cill] Reiles = DellEgEtes Eemes e MECEE) Amendments Report Rlogionig home; and altering certain ratios for adults to children of
erations certain ages in family child care homes and child care centers.
Altering the definition of "reportable offense" to remove the
Pri ds dary Ed . requirement that the offense occurred off school premises and
rimary and Secondary Education - . did not occur at an event sponsored by the school; and
SB0386 HB0526 Definition and Notification of Reportable |Senator Folden In Senate EEE Hearing 2/12 at 2 PM and Monitoring  |requiring the Department of Juvenile Services to report to the
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Primary and Secondary Education - " .
HBO0526 SB0336  |Definition and Notification of Reportable | D¢1°9ates Miler, Buckel, and —fin House &M Hearing |2/§5 at1pPM Monitoring | See above
Offense - Alterations PRy an earing Lancele
Altering the definitions of target per pupil foundation amount,
collaborative time per pupil amount, and special education per
pupil amount for certain fiscal years; altering the source of
. . " : funds for the Blueprint for Maryland's Future Fund to include
SB0429 HB0504 ixcellence i i t FUse Seieel iena.tel Pre_SIdent bly RS e E'E?Eeuate .B&-; I:earlr;g:’(} et il [AYlend Reviewing |the interest earnings of the Academic Excellence Fund; This Rolls back funding for the Blueprint.
ot dministration et al. earing 2/19 at freezing certain increases in the Concentration of Poverty
School Grant Program for certain fiscal years; establishing the
Collaborative Time Innovation Demonstration Grant and the
Academic Excellence Program and Fund; etc.
HB0504 SB0429 Excellence in Maryland Public Schools  |House Speaker by Request of Inl House Second Reading Passed Reviewing||Sse/above See above
aovous 2002 Act Administration et al. with Amendments
Requiring elementary schools, secondary schools, and county
school systems to use certain funds received for services
provided under the Maryland Medical Assistance Program or
Maryland Medical Assistance Program - the Maryland Children’s Health Insurance Program to provide
HB0689 SB0506 Use of Reimbursement Funds by Delegate Atterbeary In House W&M Hearing 2/25 at 1 PM Monitoring  |additional positions for providers, paid internships for students
Schools seeking to become providers, stipends for providers that are
designed to address problems in provider recruitment and
retention, and stipends for providers working in low-performing
schools that are designed to address retention.
Maryland Medical Assistance Program - .
SB0506 HB0689 Use of Reimbursement Funds by Senator Henson In Senate EEE_Heanng 3/5at1PMand Monitoring | See above
Schools FIN First Reading
Requiring each county board of education to establish a virtual
school; encouraging a county board that is unable to offer a In previous sessions, virtual schools legislation without specific
virtual school on its own to collaborate with one or more other |requirements for how students with disabilities could receive
Primary and Secondary Education - county boards to jointly establish a school; requiring that the their accommodations has been cause for concern. During the
HB0583 Virtual Schools - Alterati Delegates Vogel and Miller In House W&M Hearing 2/12 at 1 PM Monitoring | criteria for enrollment in a virtual school established by the pandemic, and with remote school at that time, many students
(el Sl = AiEEIehS State Department of Education or a county board be with disabilities did not receive their IEP or 504 accommodations
reasonable and not unduly interfere with an applicant's ability |and were denied FAPE. If the bill gets movement, our position
to enroll in the virtual school; and providing that a certain will be reassessed.
outreach campaign be conducted equitably.
Requiring all public institutions of higher education to establish
remote learning accommodations for students with disabilities
that impede regular, in-person attendance beginning in the
Education - Remote Learning Delegates Simmons, A. Johnson 2026-2027 academic year; authorizing the Maryland Higher Not sure what the fiscal note would be and in a year where DD
HB0531 Accommodations - Established (College d .? | T ’ | In House APP Hearing 2/18 at 1 PM Monitoriing  |Education Commission to issue waivers from the requirement |funding is at such risk, restoration of DD funding would be our
Disability Education Act) and faylor under certain circumstances; establishing a grant program to | priority over new funding appropriations.
assist institutions to meet the remote learning
accommodations requirement; and providing for certain review
procedures and penalties for noncompliance.
Requiring each county board of education to publish on its
website a certain list of special education service delivery
County Boards of Education - Special models provided for parentally-placed private school students;
HB0702 SB0602 Education Service Delivery Models - Delegates Kaufman et al. In House W&M Hearing 2/25 at 1 PM Monitoring  |and defining "parentally-placed private school student" as a
Publication Requirement child with a disability enrolled by the parent or guardian of the
child in a private elementary or secondary school or facility,
including a religious school or facility.
County Boards of Education - Special . )
SB0602 HB0702 Education Service Delivery Models - Senator Brooks et al. C\?;hsllelg L gena.te {44-0); In hiouse Monitoring | See above
Publication Requirement irst Reading
Healthcare
Requiring nursing homes and assisted living programs to
install, operate, and maintain video surveillance equipment in
Health Care Facilities - Nursing Homes House Speaker by Request of the co:n_rtnc:_n arefas o_fdthetf?mllges to _d_etect thg ab':Jse, neglzct,
HB0576 SB0465 and Assisted Living Programs - Video Att P! Yy Req In House HGO Hearing 2/13 at 1 PM Monitoring or exploitation of residents; and requiring nursing homes and
. orney General assisted living programs to make available, on request, certain
Recordings recorded video data to law enforcement and State personnel
that is necessary in the course of performing their official
duties.
Health Care Facilities - Nursing Homes Senate President by R ¢ of
SB0465 HB0576 and Assisted Living Programs - Video enate Fresident by Requestof 1, senate FIN Hearing 2/11 at 1 PM Monitoring  See above

Recordings

Attorney General
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https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/bills/sb/sb0465F.pdf
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Bill | Crossfiled Bill |Title |sponsor

Nursing Homes - Direct Care Wages

SB0679 HB0933 and Benefits and Cost Reports (Nursing ' Senator Rosapepe
Home Care Crisis Transparency Act)
Nursing Homes - Direct Care Wages

HB0933 SB0679 and Benefits and Cost Reports (Nursing Delegate Martinez
Home Care Crisis Transparency Act)
Public Health - Health Care Quality

HBO0743 SB0592 Fund for Community-Based Behavioral  Delegate Bagnall
Health Programs - Establishment
Public Health - Health Care Quality

SB0592 HB0743 Fund for Community-Based Behavioral | Senator Augustine
Health Programs - Establishment

SB0599 HB1049 Behavioral Health Crisjs Response Senators Hettleman and

I E— Grant Program - Funding Augustine

HB1049 SB0599 Behavioral Health Crisis Response Delegate Feldmark

Grant Program - Funding

|Status

In Senate FIN Favorable with
Amendments Report

In House HGO Favorable with
Amendments Report

In House HGO Hearing 2/19 at 1 PM

In Senate FIN Hearing 2/18 at 1 PM

In Senate B&T Hearing 3/6 at 1 PM

In House APP Hearing 3/4 at 1 PM

Position

Monitoring

Monitoring

Monitoring/Sup

port

Monitoring/Sup

port

Monitoring/Sup

port

Monitoring
/Support

| Description

Requiring a nursing home to expend at least 75% of its total
nursing and residential care revenue for direct care wages and
benefits; and requiring nursing homes by September 1 each
year, beginning in 2026, to submit a cost report with
documentation of wage disbursement and other appropriate
information to the Maryland Department of Health.

See above

Establishing the Health Care Quality Fund for Community-
Based Behavioral Health Programs in the Maryland
Department of Health to provide funding for training, grant
awards, demonstration projects, or other purposes designed to
improve behavioral health care services in the State; requiring
the Department to pay to the Comptroller certain civil penalties
collected from behavioral health programs and the Comptroller
to distribute the penalties into the Fund; and requiring interest
earnings of the Fund to be credited to the Fund.

See above
Requiring the Governor to include in the annual budget bill for
each of fiscal years 2027 through 2029 an appropriation of

$5,000,000 to the Behavioral Health Crisis Response Grant
Program

See above

Notes

This bill would repeal a sunset of a program that already exists
and mandate an appropriation for an additional two years.

See above

Estates and Trusts - Compensation of

HB0027 Guardians of Property and Trustees

SB0019 Delegate Cardin

Passed in House (135-0); In Senate
JPR First Reading

Evaluating

Clarifying the commissions that a guardian of the property may
charge; authorizing a trustee of a trust to charge compensation
that is reasonable under the circumstances; authorizing certain
trustees to charge compensation that is reasonable under the
circumstances and calculated in accordance with a certain
schedule of rates; and generally relating to the compensation
of guardians of property and trustees of trusts.

Estates and Trusts - Compensation of

SB0019 Guardians of Property and Trustees

HB0027 Senator West

Passed in Senate (44-0); In House JUD
First Reading

Evaluating

See above

Criminal Procedure- Incompetency to

HB0195 Stand Trial Dismissal

SB0090 Delegate Cardin

In House JUD Hearing 1/28 at 1 PM

Monitioring

Altering a certain time period after which a court is required to
dismiss a certain charge against a defendant found
incompetent to stand trial under certain circumstances;
requiring a court to provide a certain notice and provide an
opportunity to be heard to the State’s Attorney and a certain
victim or victim’s representative before dismissing a certain
charge against a defendant found incompetent to stand trial;
and generally relating to incompetency to stand trial.

Criminal Procedure- Incompetency to

SB0090 Stand Trial Dismissal

HB0195 Senator Muse

In Senate JPR Hearing 1/21 at 2:30 PM

Monitioring

See above

HB0468 Petitions for Emergency Evaluation Delegate Alston et al.

Passed in House with
Amendments (136-0);

Evaluating

Specifying that a petition for emergency evaluation is effective
for 5 days after being endorsed by a certain court; authorizing
a court, on a certain motion and for good cause shown, to
extend a petition for up to 5 days at a time, not to exceed a
total of 30 days; requiring the court to include the date the
petition expires on the petition; and authorizing peace officers
to use reasonable and necessary force when executing a
petition.

Last year, this bill was opposed by DRM and other rights
organizations for disparate impacts on people with disabilities.
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Altering certain provisions of law relating to waiting periods for
the filing of certain petitions for expungement to authorize the
L filing of a petition a certain amount of time after the completion
Criminal Records - Expungement and Ty oy of the sentence; adding to the list of misdemeanor convictions |We have concerns about what this might mean for organizations
HB0499 SB0432 Maryland Judiciary Case Search Admini tp i tyl a In House JUD Hearing 3/4 at 1 PM Evaluating |that a person may expunge under certain circumstances; conducting background checks for healthcare workers who
(Expungement Reform Act of 2025) [IREENTIN el prohibiting the Maryland Judiciary Case Search from inany  |would be supporting people with IDD.
way referring to the existence of a charge of possession of
cannabis if the conviction was later pardoned by the Governor;
etc.
Criminal Records - Expungement and Senate President by Request of
SB0432 HB0499  |Maryland Judiciary Case Search gl aly a In Senate JPR Hearing 2/5 at 2 PM Evaluating |See above See above
(Expungement Reform Act of 2025) i
Authorizing a local department of social services to request
Adult Protective Services - assistance from federal law enforcement officers in an
P . 3 . investigation relating to an alleged vulnerable adult; and
HB0542 SB0347 :n}/estlg?tlons and Disclosure of Delegate Crutchfield In House Favorable Report Monitioring altering certain provisions relating to the disclosure of certain
ntormation information concerning human services to include adult
protective services.
Adult Protective Services - : .
SB0347 HB0542 Investigations and Disclosure of Senator Love 'F:’iarsts'gd |2i:enate (45-0); In House JUD Monitioring | See above
Information st Reading
Requiring the State Board of Elections to determine whether
there is a significant and substantial need for language-related
assistance in certain languages by a local board of elections
. ~ . : N Tomcht during an election based on certain criteria; requiring local
HB0983 SB0685 Ell-e Gile LawR Il_otczlfoe.lrtti: iElections ale.llzgates MirekENorhland In House W&M Hearing 2/18 at 1 PM Monltonr;tg/Sup boards to provide certain language-related assistance and In alignment with the Equity Coalitions Goals
= [LEMELEEARCEIELE e ERER LKUIS po materials in voting and elections to certain voters in certain
languages; and requiring local boards to make reasonable
efforts to recruit election judges who are fluent in certain
languages.
Election Law - Local Boards of Elections q " Monitoring/Sup
SB0685 HB0983 - Language-Related Assistance Senator Augustine In Sentate EEE Hearing 2/26 at 1 PM port See above
Authorizing a petitioner to request a stay of certain civil actions
Petition for Guardianshio of the P " or proceedings on the filing of a petition for guardianship of the
etition for Guardianship of the Property : : P property of an alleged disabled person; requiring, to effectuate
HB0756 of Alleged Disabled Person - Stay of Delegate J. Long P1a3$75§c! in House with Amendments Mgnltorlr:tg/ service of process for certain civil actions against an alleged
Civil Actions and Proceedings (137-0); uppol disabled person, the temporary or permanent guardian of the
property of the disabled person to be served; and applying the
Act prospectively.

To find contact information for your representatives. click here.

COMMITTEES
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House Committees

Committee Name
Appropriations

Abreviation
APP

Committee Chair
Ben Barnes

Committee Vice Chair
Mark S. Chang

EMC Economic Matters

C.T. Wilson

Brian M. Crosby

E&T Environment and Transportation

Marc Korman

Regina T. Boyce

HGO Health and Government Operations

Joseline Pena-Menlyk

Bonnie Cullison

HRU Rules and Executive Nominations

JUbD Judiciary

Anne Healey Marvin E. Holmes, Jr.
Luke Clippinger J. Sandy Bartlett

WE&M Ways and Means

Vanessa E. Atterbeary

Jheanelle Wilkins

Senate Committees
Abreviation Committee Name
B&T Budget and Taxation

Committee Chair
Guy Guzzone

Committee Vice Chair
Jim Rosapepe

EEE Education. Energy. and the Environment

Brian Feldman
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EXN Executive Nominations

Antonio Hayes

Clarence Lam

FIN

Finance

Pamela Beidle

Katherine Klausmeier

LEADERSHIP
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House Leadership
Title

Speaker of the House
Speaker Pro Tem
Majority Leader

Majority Whip

Minority Leader

Minority Whip

Senate Leadership
Title
President of the Senate

President Pro Tem
Majority Leader
Majority Whip

Representative
Adrienne A. Jones

Dana Stein

David Moon

Jazz L ewis

Jason C. Buckell

Senator
Bill Ferguson

Malcolm Augustine

Nancy J. King

Joanne C. Benson
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Bill Crossfiled Bill |Title Sponsor Status Position Description Notes

Judicial Proceedings William C. Smith, Jr. Jeff Waldstreicher Minority Leader Stephen S. Hershey, Jr.

Rules Shelly Hettleman C. Anthony Muse Minority Whip Justin Ready
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