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pple's latest Watches now connect to Starlink

satellites for off-grid messaging, expanding in

Canada and Japan via partnerships with
Rogers and KDDI. This engineering breakthrough
enhances emergency communication, with
potential for global rollout and features like satellite
maps. The integration marks a pivotal
advancement in wearable tech connectivity.

In a move that bridges the gap between wearable
technology and global satellite networks, Apple has
# integrated Starlink’s satellite messaging capabilities
&= into its latest Apple Watch models. This
development allows users to send and receive
messages in areas without cellular or Wi-Fi
coverage, marking a significant advancement in
emergency and off-grid communication. According
to recent reports, the Apple Watch Series 11,
Watch SE 3, and Watch Ultra 3 are now equipped
to connect directly to Starlink satellites.

The integration comes amid growing partnerships between SpaceX’s Starlink and
mobile carriers worldwide. In Canada, Rogers has expanded its Starlink-powered
service to support Apple Watches, enabling text messaging in remote areas. Similarly,
in Japan, KDDI has rolled out compatibility for the same models, as detailed in a
PCMag article from November 6, 2025 (PCMag).

Expanding Horizons in Connectivity

This satellite functionality is not entirely new to Apple devices; the iPhone 14
introduced emergency SOS via satellite in 2022, initially partnering with
Globalstar. However, Apple’s shift toward Starlink for its wearables signals a
strategic pivot, possibly due to Starlink’s denser constellation and direct-to-cell
capabilities. NotebookCheck.net reported on November 10, 2025, that the Apple
Watch 11 can now tap Starlink satellites for messaging and emergencies,
highlighting how Starlink fills gaps left by other providers (NotebookCheck.net).
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Industry experts view this as an engineering feat. A Northeastern News piece
from September 10, 2025, quotes an expert describing satellite-connected
messaging on the Apple Watch Ultra 3 as ‘a major win for the industry’
(Northeastern News). The smaller form factor of a watch presents unique
challenges, such as antenna size and power constraints, yet Apple has doubled
the antenna size in newer models to connect to satellites up to 800 miles away,
as noted in posts on X from September 2025.

Global Rollouts and Partnerships

In Canada, Rogers claims to be the first wireless provider offering satellite-to-
smartwatch messaging, with a promotional offer for users. iPhone in Canada
reported on November 8, 2025, that this service lets Canadians send texts off
the grid, enhancing safety for hikers and remote workers (iPhone in Canada).
The expansion underscores Starlink’s goal of ubiquitous connectivity, with
SpaceX’s direct-to-cell service now supporting wearables beyond smartphones.

Japan’s KDDI has similarly enabled the feature, allowing Apple Watch users to
maintain communication in areas lacking traditional coverage. PCMag’s
coverage emphasizes how this builds on Starlink’s cellular partnerships, with
KDDI expanding beyond phones to include the Series 11, SE 3, and Ultra 3
models. Elon Musk himself referenced early talks with Apple about Starlink
connectivity back in 2022, as reported by The Economic Times on September 9,
2022 (The Economic Times).

Technical Underpinnings and Challenges

The core technology relies on Starlink’s low-Earth orbit satellites, which provide
lower latency compared to traditional geostationary systems. Techviral.net’s
November 11, 2025, article details how Apple’s newest smartwatches quietly
integrate this capability, enabling emergency alerts and basic messaging without
a phone nearby (Techviral.net). Users must have a qualifying cellular plan, often
tied to carriers like Rogers or KDDI, to activate the service.

However, challenges remain. Battery life on watches is a concern during satellite
connections, which require clear line-of-sight to the sky and can drain power
quickly. Posts on X from November 10, 2025, highlight user excitement but also
note that the service is currently limited to specific regions, with broader rollout
anticipated. Bloomberg’s earlier reporting from December 2024 predicted
satellite texting for the Apple Watch Ultra 3, aligning with current
implementations.
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Market Implications for Wearables

This integration could reshape the wearable market, positioning Apple Watches
as essential tools for adventurers and professionals in remote fields.
GSMArena.com reported on November 10, 2025, that Apple is also exploring
satellite maps for iPhones and Watches, potentially expanding beyond
messaging to navigation (GSMArena.com). Such features would differentiate
Apple’s ecosystem in a competitive landscape dominated by fithess tracking
and health monitoring.

Competitors like Garmin have long offered satellite communication in rugged
devices, but Apple’s mass-market approach via Starlink could democratize the
technology. MacRumors noted in December 2024 that the Apple Watch Ultra 3
would support texting via satellite, a feature now realized through Starlink
partnerships (MacRumors). Industry insiders speculate this could pressure other
manufacturers to adopt similar satellite integrations.

Future Trajectories and Innovations

Looking ahead, Apple is expanding its satellite features with a new APl and 5G
NTN support, as covered by True-Tech.net on November 10, 2025 (True-
Tech.net). This includes photo messaging over satellite, turning wearables into
more versatile communication devices. Posts on X from January 2025 discuss
Apple’s iOS updates facilitating Starlink compatibility, hinting at deeper
ecosystem integration.

SpaceX continues to launch satellites, aiming for global coverage. With over
6,000 Starlink satellites in orbit as of late 2025, the network’s capacity supports
seamless device connectivity. Experts quoted in LatestLY on November 10,
2025, praise the partnerships with Rogers and KDDI for enabling direct satellite
links on Apple Watches, fostering continuous worldwide connectivity (LatestLY).

Regulatory and Ethical Considerations

Regulatory hurdles vary by region; for instance, satellite services must comply
with local spectrum allocations. In the U.S., FCC approvals have paved the way
for Starlink’s direct-to-cell operations, potentially setting the stage for Apple
Watch expansions there. NotebookCheck.biz’s French edition echoed the
English reports, confirming the capability for 2025 models (NotebookCheck.biz).
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Ethically, this technology enhances safety but raises privacy concerns, as
satellite data could be intercepted or used for tracking. Apple emphasizes end-
to-end encryption, but industry watchers call for robust safeguards. Posts on X
from November 2025 reflect mixed sentiments, with some users hailing it as a
lifesaver while others worry about dependency on proprietary networks.

Ecosystem Synergies and User Impact

The synergy between Apple’s hardware and Starlink’s infrastructure exemplifies
tech convergence. Users with an iPhone and Apple Watch can now leverage
satellite messaging across devices, creating a unified experience. The Starlink
app on the App Store, as listed since January 2025, complements this by
allowing network management directly from Apple devices (App Store).

For industry insiders, this signals a shift toward satellite-augmented 5G
networks. As carriers like Rogers offer promotions, adoption rates could surge,
especially in rural or disaster-prone areas. iPhone in Canada’s report
underscores the promo’s role in driving uptake, positioning Canada as a testing
ground for broader implementations.
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