
How to save big bucks with Apple’s educational 
discount 

Summary 

Apple’s educational discount is available to university students, their parents, and 
K-12 teachers and professors. While the discount is not available to K-12 students, it 
is applied on the honor system, with proof of eligibility being requested only if 
necessary. The article emphasizes the importance of ethical behavior and suggests 
taking a community college class to qualify for the discount.


Ed Hardy 8:30 am, March 5, 2026


T he new MacBook Neo costs only 
$499 with Apple’s education 
discount, which makes a lot of 

parents excited. They could get a 
MacBook for their child for under $500!


Problem is, Apple’s educational discount 
isn’t available for every student. Here’s 
who can save $100 on a new MacBook… 
and who can’t. And what you can do to 
qualify.


This post contains affiliate links. Cult of 
Mac may earn a commission when you 

use our links to buy items.


Apple educational discount 101 

To understand the limitations on Apple’s educational discount, you need to 
understand why it’s being offered. It goes to people who are paying large 
amounts for their education: university students and their parents. The discount 
isn’t available to K-12 students because that’s paid for by everyone’s tax dollars.


K-12 teachers and university professors are also included — possibly simply 
because that’s a damn tough job.


For the exact list of everyone who qualifies for the education discount, check 
Apple’s website.
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To view the original source article, please click here.

An Apple Educational Discount can help you get started 
on the right path at university. 
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Also note that even if you qualify, Apple sharply limits how many of its products 
each student or teacher can buy at the lower rate. That means a student can’t 
make extra cash by picking up dozens of discount MacBooks and selling them 
at a profit.


Proving you qualify: The honor system 
The details of the Apple educational discount make it sound very restrictive. In reality, 
it’s mostly applied by the honor system.


While writing this, I spoke with an Apple tech support person on the phone posing as 
a clueless parent of a college student and was told that the online Apple Education 
Store would take my word for it that I qualified for a discount when making a 
purchase.


And as many, many people who’ve gotten the lower prices can testify, if you’re in an 
Apple Store and tell the salesperson you’re a university student, the parent of one, a 
teacher, etc., they’ll probably believe you and sell you the device at the educational 
rate.


That said, Apple reserves the right to verify eligibility if it considers it necessary. Proof 
could include:


• A student ID

• A .edu email address

• Acceptance letter or enrollment documentation

• A faculty or staff ID

• A pay stub from a school

• Documentation showing you are a parent buying for an eligible student


Ethics 101 
This guide is to assure parents and students that Apple will not make you jump 
through a bunch of hoops to get an educational discount. It’s absolutely not a “bait 
and switch” in which customers are lured in with the promise of a $499 MacBook Neo 
and then surprise! you have to pay more.


And to be clear, Cult of Mac is absolutely not encouraging anyone to lie to Apple 
about being a qualifying student or teacher to get a discount. Really, there’s absolutely 
no wink, wink, nudge, nudge here. If you’re willing to lie and cheat to save a little bit of 
cash, that’s between you and your conscience. Don’t blame us.


If you want the Apple educational discount and don’t want to feel guilty about it, 
consider taking a class at a community college that might help your career. Like 
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accounting, public speaking, business communications, human resources 
management etc. That’s a win-win.


Apple’s cheapest laptop 

MacBook Neo


$599.00


The MacBook Neo is Apple’s entry-level laptop. It boasts Apple’s signature all-day 
battery life and ease of use. It can swim through web browsing, document editing and 
other basic tasks. But if you want higher specs than its 8GB memory or the maximum 
512GB storage, the MacBook Air is a better choice.


Pros:


• 16-hour battery life

• Bright, fun colors

• Thin and light design


Cons:


• No MagSafe charging

• USB 3 and USB 2 ports

• No support for high-resolution displays




Buy from Amazon


Buy from Apple


We earn a commission if you make a purchase, at no additional cost to you.
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Ed Hardy


Ed Hardy has been writing full-time about tech for 25 years, and using it for much 
longer than that. His intro to Apple was a Macintosh SE/30 (which he still has), but 
now he uses a 13-inch iPad Pro as his primary computer.


That’s because he’s a “tablet first” type of guy. Rather than use a Macbook, he 
connects a keyboard case to the iPad. And instead of a desktop Mac, he connects his 
tablet to a 27-inch display and full-size keyboard. (So don’t try to tell him that 
everyone has to use a Mac to be productive.)


Before coming to Cult of Mac, Ed wrote for NotebookReview, TabletPCReview and 
Brighthand, as well as other sites.
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