
CATONSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

A Service of Lament, Healing, Hope 
May 28, 2020 

 

Prelude: “Sweet Hour of Prayer” Victor Labenske 
 

Call to Worship 
We gather here in your presence, God, 
 In our need, and bringing with us  
 the needs of the world. 
We come to you, for you come to us in Jesus, 
 And you know by experience what  
 human life is like. 
We come with our faith and our doubts; 
 We come with our hopes and our fears. 
We come as we are because you invite us to 
come, 
 And you have promised never to turn us away.  
 

Hymn 797 – See page 5 & 6. 
“We Cannot Measure How You Heal”  YE BONNIE BANKS AND BRAE 

  
Prayer 
We know you hear the cries of your people, O God.   
So hear us as we cry out to you from the depths of our anguish and sorrow,  
our fear and anxiety, our faith and our doubt. Hear us.  
Be present during challenging days. 
Come be among us, God of compassion.   
You have given us Jesus Christ, the great physician,  
who made the broken whole and healed the sick.  
Touch our wounds, relieve our hurts, and restore us to wholeness of life,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Welcome 

 

Prayer for Illumination 
Come, Holy Spirit, our helper and advocate:  
Give us a word, your word, and a heart to live Christ’s love in the world.  
All this we ask in the name of God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us. 
Amen. 
 

Scripture Psalm 42 
 Romans 12:9-18, 21 
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Song 294 – See page 7. Taizé Community, Taizé, France 

Within our darkest night,  
you kindle the fire that never dies away, never dies away.  

Prayers of the People 
Loving God, we hold in your healing presence  
those who suffer pain and ill-health, with their families,  
friends, and those who care for them… 
 May they know the deep peace of Christ. 
 
Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer in mind, body, 
and spirit, and all who care for them… 
 May they know the deep peace of Christ. 
 
Loving God, we hold in your healing presence the suffering people of our 
world, and the places where people are experiencing division, injustice, racial 
violence… 
 May they know the deep peace of Christ. 
 
Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those struggling to overcome 
addiction or abuse, those supporting and working with them, and all whose 
suffering has distanced them from those they love… 
 May they know the deep peace of Christ. 
 
Loving God, we hold in your healing presence all those who mourn and are 
weighed down by grief.  
 
We pray for families and friends grieving the death of a loved one from COVID-19. 
For those suffering in isolation. For those dying alone… 
 May they know the deep peace of Christ. 
 
Loving God, we give you thanks for health restored and prayers answered… 
 
We hold in your healing presence and peace  
those whose needs are not known to us… 
 
And those whose names we do not know,  
but who are known to you, and for whom we have been asked to pray… 
 
And we name in our hearts those who are close to us… 
 May they know the deep peace of Christ. 
 
May your wisdom and strength, Holy One,  
guide doctors, nurses, healthcare workers here and around the world… 
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May those in public service, elected officials and appointees work together for the 
common good… 

May we set our personal liberties aside and put the needs of our neighbors first… 

May we support one another, reach out for the weakest  
and neediest members of our communities… 

May we be a people guided by truth and led by the wisdom  
and insights learned from science… 

God of compassion and love, we offer you all our suffering and pain. 
Give us strength to bear our weakness,  
healing even when there is no cure,  
peace in the midst of turmoil and love to fill the spaces in our lives. 

Glory to God, from whom all love flows, glory to Jesus, who showed his love 
through suffering, and glory to the Holy Spirit, who brings light to the darkest 
places. 

All this we pray in and through the One whose name means “God saves,” even 
Jesus the Christ, who taught his children to pray this way: 

Our Father… 

Song 294 Taizé Community, Taizé, France 
Within our darkest night,  
you kindle the fire that never dies away, never dies away.  

Closing Prayer and Blessing 
Watch now, dear Lord, with those who wake or watch or weep tonight,  
and give your angels charge over those who weep. 
Tend your sick ones, O Lord Christ,  
rest your weary ones,  
bless your dying ones,  
soothe your suffering ones,  
show mercy on your afflicted ones,  
shield your joyous ones,  
and all for your loves sake.  
Amen. 
 
And now may the God of hope  
fill us with all joy and peace in believing,  
that we may abound in hope  
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
  
Postlude: “I Need Thee Every Hour” Judy East Wells 

~ ~ ~ ~ 
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Participants 

• Dorothy Boulton, associate pastor 

• Kathy & Keith Glennan, soloists 

• Douglas Heist, organ/piano 

• Greg Knauf, soloist 

• Kenneth E. Kovacs, pastor 

Sources 

• Book of Common Worship (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2018). 

• Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal (Louisville: Westminster John Knox 
Press, 2013). 

• The Iona Worship Book, The Iona Community (Glasgow: Wild Goose 
Publications, 2001). 

• "Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One 
License with license #A-734388; CCLI Copyright License B 20481088 
4/30/2021 + Streaming License B 20481071 4/30/2021 
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Catonsville Presbyterian Church 

1400 Frederick Road • Catonsville, MD 21228-5017 

Church Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Church  410-747-6180     www.catonsvillepres.org 

Child Care Center  410-747-4581     www.cpcfccc.org 

kkovacs@catonsvillepres.org 

dboulton@catonsvillepres.org 

office@catonsvillepres.org 
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