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As United Methodists, we are guided by John Wesley’s Three Simple Rules, for following 
God and living a Christian life:  “Do no harm.  Do good.  Stay in love with God.” 
 
In response to the Coronavirus pandemic, following the guidelines of our governor and 
health professionals, church leaders and staff chose to close the church building, the 
pavilion and the grounds for in-person ministry activities and in-person worship in order 
to do no harm. 
 
The New Beginnings Team has been developing ethical and practical ways to re-open our 
building for in-person worship and ministry use, still seeking to follow these Three Simple 
Rules.  We know that any in-person contact carries some risk of harm, so we are 
prayerfully considering how to design practices and time-lines for re-opening, that evaluate 
and minimize the risk of harm, as much as we possibly can, that allows us to have some 
form of in-person worship and building use. 
   
We are seeking to balance “do no harm”, keeping people safe from spread of the virus, with 
“do good”, providing for the experience of physical presence, in holy relationship with one 
another, as a vital component of worship and ministry.   
 
The New Beginnings Team and Faith United staff and leaders know that this will be a fluid, 
evolving process, of continuing to evaluate the balance of these 2 rules, as we respond to a 
virus that does not follow human time-lines and desires.  Undergirding it all, is staying in 
love with God, who goes with us on this journey, as we are guided by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Our prayer is that everyone at Faith United will embrace the Three Simple Rules and do all 
that we can to show one another and guests our love and care by following provided 
guidelines and best practices. 
 
As we move forward, the New Beginnings Team is committed to keeping the congregation 
updated on a regular basis.  Our meetings are open and transparent.  Input from the 
congregation is being sought and carefully considered.  Your input by completing the 
survey is very much appreciated. 
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