
Worship Engagement and Devotion for week of January 22, 2023 
READ: John 15:1-7, John 15:8-17 

Jesus Revealed: I Am the Vine 
 

In worship this week we will explore another "I Am" statement from Jesus – 
"I Am the Vine." We will explore the importance of connection and 
relationships - how we need one another. We all have different roles that 
shape our identity and sense of who we are. How do you respond when asked 
"Who are you?" What does it mean to see ourselves first and foremost as 
branches connected to Jesus the vine? 
 

Questions for Reflection: 
• How would you describe the relationship between the vine (Jesus), the vineyard keeper (the 
Father), and the branches (the disciples, us) in John 15? 

• What do we give up when we are connected to Christ, the true vine? What do we gain? 

• What does it mean to “produce fruit” in this chapter of John? How can you cooperate with the 
vineyard keeper to cultivate those parts of you (or of the faith community) that bear fruit? 

• What in your life might the keeper of the vineyard need to prune? What about within our 
community of faith? 

• The author of Jesus Revealed, Matt Rawle, suggests that peace is the central feature of our 
union with Christ as the vine. When have you seen examples of peace that are either too stringent 
or too shallow? How do we maintain a community in which true peace prevails? 

• Think back to the multilayered picture of Jesus we get through the I Am statements: Light 
representing the divine, bread representing the human, good shepherd bringing both together. Now the image 
of the vine and branches incorporates us into the picture. What does it say about God, and God’s relationship 
with humanity that we have a role in revealing Christ? 
 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you are the vine. We are the branches. Strengthen our connection with you, that we may draw 
spiritual nourishment from you. Show us our connection with the community of faith and give us grace and love for one 
another; in your name we pray. Amen.                                                                           Adapted from Jesus Revealed Leader Guide, pgs 42-48 
 
 

Spiritual Practice: Connect Groups 
 

Top 10 Reasons to Join a Group 
1. Fellowship with other believers is part of God's plan for discipleship. (Acts 2:41-42) 
2. Express care for others & be cared for in safe, nurturing environments. 
3. Since the start of the Christian Church, Christians have gathered in large groups and in 
small groups for discipleship, fellowship, worship, faith sharing, & ministry. (Acts 2: 46-47) 
4. Our United Methodist heritage was born out of John Wesley’s vision of Christian’s meeting 
together in intentional small groups for study and  
accountability. 
5. Jesus presence is stronger when two or three are gathered in his name. (Matthew 18:20) 
6. It’s an opportunity to embark on a spiritual adventure & get to know Jesus. 
7. We need people because life is tough. (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12) 
8. The Bible encourages us to grow together. (Hebrews 10:25) 

9. Make new friends, study the Bible, pray, serve & have fun together. 
10. God created us to be in relationship with Him & with others. (Gen 2:18)   
                         

Get connected at Faith United! Click here for more details about all the group opportunities and programs 
happening at Faith United - https://www.myfaithunited.org/adult-programs-groups/   

Groups are an important to the faith formation of children and youth as well. Visit our website to learn about 
all the ways children and youth can get connected at Faith United! 
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