
Worship Engagement and Devotion for week of January 2, 2022 
READ : Matthew 2:1-12   
Living with Joy Week 1: Led by Joy 
 
 

 
Living with Joy is based on stories from early in Jesus' life and ministry, we 
will explore what it means to live a meaningful, joyful life. In contrast to 
common New Year's themes such as resolutions, plans and starting over, 
this series will help us find the joy already present in our lives and reflect 
on God's continuous presence and inspiration for our daily living. 

 
 

 
Questions for Reflection: 
• In what ways do we face similar choices as the Wise Ones (follow the Herods 

of the world or follow the way God puts before us)?  

• What Herods (things that try to claim kingship in our lives and keep us from 
following God with joy) do you notice in your life? 

• How do these things get in the way of your relationship with God? 

• What are the things that light your way and lead to Jesus? 

• How might God use something ordinary to reveal a path and joyful living for 
you? 
 

Spiritual Practice: Chalking the Door Epiphany Blessing 
 

The Epiphany Home Blessing is a way of marking our homes during the season of 
Epiphany, which follows Christmas. The marking is usually at the front or main entrance, with sacred signs and 
symbols as we ask God's blessing upon those who live, work, or visit throughout the coming year. In this service, 
we mark our doors with chalk as a sign that we have invited God's presence and blessing into our homes. 
How It’s Done:  
Mark the door or doors people use to enter and leave your home with the symbol of blessing: 20+C+M+B+22.   
You may want to say the following prayer as you chalk the door:   

God of Light, bless our home. 
Bless all who come and go through this door, both those who live here and those who visit. 
May all who enter through this door come in peace and find love and light.  
May the love and joy in this home overflow and spread. 
Christ has come to dwell in this home and in these hearts. Amen! 

What Do the Numbers and Letters Mean? 
The first and last numbers simply refer to the current year. The letters C M B come from the traditional names for 
the three kings: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. Some also suggest "Christus Mansionem Benedicat" which means, 
"May Christ bless this dwelling!" 
In Deuteronomy 6:9 God tells the people of Israel: “These words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 
You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house… You shall write 
them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.” Chalking the door is a tangible way to honor God in our 
lives. 

Adapted from “Chalking The Door: An Epiphany Tradition” on buildfaith.org and worshipingwithchildren.blogspot.com. 
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