
Worship Engagement and Devotion for week of December 12, 2021 
READ Luke 3:1-18, Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Close to Home Advent 3: A Home for All (Joy) 

 

When something hits close to home, it affects us deeply. During the Advent and Christmas 
season, we journey through scriptures and rituals that are tender, heavy with emotion, and 
vulnerable. We carry the memories and truths of this season close to our hearts. Close to 
Home acknowledges the “already but not yet” tension of our faith: Emmanuel is with us, and 

yet, God’s promised day—our everlasting home—is not fully realized. It names our deep longing for God to come close to us. 
 

John the Baptist’s good news sounds harsh, but he preaches a home for all—where inequities are banished, 
valleys are lifted up, and all have the resources they need for collective flourishing. Ultimately, John’s message is 
one of joy. We are called to collectively build and repair the structures of our society; we are called to be kin-dom 
builders. Wherever we build, God is there. What we build should be a place with a large table and room for all. 
 

Questions for Reflection: 
• John’s message reads like house rules—it is good news to be able to care for one another and be in right 

relationship. In your church and larger community, where do you see these “house rules” maintained, leading to 
collective flourishing? Where do you see them being broken or ignored? 

• What implications does John’s message have for us kin-dom builders today? 

• Research the organizations in your city working to end homelessness. What models and efforts align most with 
John the Baptist’s message and prophecy? What stories illustrate Isaiah’s vision of valleys lifted, mountains made 
low, and the rough ways made smooth? 

• In her artist statement for “Gather Us In,” Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity writes, “Perhaps the path toward creating a 
home for all requires some deconstruction. Some of our structures are rotting. Some of our institutions are 
compromised. Some of our rituals need repair. And yet, nothing is beyond redemption. Collective belonging gives 
way for collective joy—joy that is free and full.”  What particular structures, systems, or rituals need to be 
deconstructed? What systems is God rebuilding and redeeming? 

       Adapted from Close to Home Sanctified Art | Sanctifiedart.org  
 

Spiritual Practice: Advent Candle Lighting, Third Week of Advent 
The tradition of lighting the candles on the Advent Wreath is a favorite element of worship that 
symbolizes the passage of the four weeks of Advent and the celebration of the Christ Child on 
Christmas Eve. Advent wreaths are usually circular representing God’s never-ending love. At Faith 
United we use 3 purple candles and 1 pink for the four weeks of Advent. The pink candle is lit on the 
third week as a symbol of joy. The white candle is the Christ Candle and will be lit on Christmas Eve. 
Some traditions use 4 blue candles and 1 white.  
 

The Advent Wreath is a tradition you can also use at home by making your own wreath! You can use garland, branches from 
you yard, clay or other art materials to form your wreath. Reading a scripture and reflection question can add to your personal 
or family devotion experience. Learn more about the Advent Wreath in Faith United’s Spiritual Practice 101 video series. Click 
here to view the Advent Wreath video.  
 

Candle Lighting Liturgy | The Candle of Joy   Written for two voices, this liturgy could be adapted for one, three or more. 
 

A: Joy is seeing people you love after months apart.       B: Joy is hearing, “Come on over, it has been too long!” 
A: Joy is the stretches and giggles of a newborn child.    B: Joy is making it home when the journey is long. 
A: Joy is your dog sliding to meet you at the door.          B: Joy is the energy of a new season. 
A: Joy is feeling found when you thought you were lost. 
B: So today we light the candle of joy, because the welcome God has for us is nothing short of joyful. 
A: Rest in that good news. Let it wash over you.              B: Family of faith, we are close to home. Amen. 
 
Wonder Together: Where do you see joy? 
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