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SERVICE OF THE ORDINATION OF ELDERS AND THE 
COMMISSIONING OF PROVISIONAL MEMBERS 

Saturday, September 26, 2020 @ 6:00 p.m. 
 

Bearing Fruit that Lasts: Called, Committed, Connected 
 
 

“Remain in me, and I will remain in you. A branch can’t produce fruit by itself, but must remain in the 
vine. Likewise, you can’t produce fruit unless you remain in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. If 
you remain in me and I in you, then you will produce much fruit. Without me, you can’t do anything. If 
you don’t remain in me, you will be like a branch that is thrown out and dries up. Those branches are 
gathered up, thrown into a fire, and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask for 

whatever you want and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified when you produce much fruit and 
in this way prove that you are my disciples.” 

(John 15:4-8 – CEB) 
 
PRELUDE  “Liturgical Improvisation No. 1” Oldroyd 
  
NOTE: The AC Worship Committee asks that those gathered in groups not sing during Annual Conference 
worship services so that fewer water droplets are released into the air. In addition to wearing masks and 
being socially distanced from one another and from those in the Great Hall, worship team singers are 
using microphones to project their voices. The words to hymns are being projected on-screen to enhance 
the worship experience. Thank you in advance for respecting and complying with this request. 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” UMH 139 
 
*GREETING AND PRAYER Bishop Tracy S. Malone 
 

The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
We come together to praise God, 
to hear the Holy Word, 
and to seek for ourselves and others the power, presence and direction of the Holy Spirit. 
Let us pray. 
 
Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit 
you gave to your apostles and to all your church many excellent gifts. 
Give your grace to all servants of your church, that we may with diligence and faithfulness fulfill 
our various ministries. Grant that we your people may follow where you lead, perfect our 
ministries, and live in joyful obedience to your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 
*RECOGNITION OF COMMON MINISTRY AND REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
 

Ministry is the work of God, done by the people of God. 
Through baptism all Christians are made part of the priesthood of all believers, 
the church, Christ’s body, made visible in the world. 
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We all share in Christ’s ministry of love and service for the redemption 
of the human family and the whole creation.  
Therefore, in celebration of our common ministry, I call upon all God’s people gathered here: 

 
Remember you are baptized and be thankful. 
We remember our baptism and affirm our common call to ministry. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
PRESENTATION OF PERSONS TO BE COMMISSIONED OR ORDAINED: 
 
Who presents these candidates to be ordained or commissioned? 
 
CONFERENCE LAY LEADER: Kimberly Green 
 

The laity of our local congregations have recommended them. 
We present them with our prayers and support. 

 
CHAIR OF THE BOARD OF MINISTRY: Jon Priebe 

 
The Board of Ordained Ministry of this annual conference has examined them 
according to the standards of our Discipline and our annual conference. 
We present them with our prayers and support. 

 
REGISTRAR FOR PROVISIONAL MEMBERS: Laura White 

 
We present these persons for commissioning as provisional members: 
 
William Applebee Kyle Tennant Hyeran Yu 
Lisa Courtwright Shannon Trenton 
Jacob Heskett Jonathan Williams 

 
CHAIR OF THE BOARD OF MINISTRY: Jon Priebe 

 
We present these persons for ordination as deacon and elders: 

 
CHAIR OF THE ORDER OF ELDERS: Kimberly Arbaugh 
 

Brian Amstutz 
Ryan Cockrill 

Kyle Gould 
Luigi Perez 

Amy Shipley 
David Whitt

 
CHAIR OF THE BOARD OF MINISTRY: Jon Priebe 

 
We rejoice in the Spirit’s work in our lives 
and the lives of these who come to serve and lead among us. 
Those authorized by the church to inquire about them 
have discerned that they are persons of sound learning and of Christian character, 
possess the necessary signs of God’s grace, 
and have demonstrated a profound commitment to serve Jesus Christ. 
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Therefore, we believe them to be duly called to serve God. 
We ask you, people of God, to declare your assent 
to the ordination or commissioning of these persons. 
 
We trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace, 
to be ordained or commissioned. 
We will uphold them with our prayers and support. Thanks be to God! 

 
THE GENERAL EXAMINATION  Bishop Tracy S. Malone 

My sisters and brothers in Christ, 
you have been called 
to an ordained or commissioned set apart ministry. The church now confirms your calling. 
 
As ordained or commissioned ministers, you are to be coworkers with all the people of God: 
Remember you are called to serve rather than to be served, to proclaim the faith of the church and 
no other, to look after the concerns of God above all. 
 
So we may know you believe yourselves to be called by God and that you profess the Christian faith, 
we ask you: 
 
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of ordained or licensed ministry? 
 
I do so believe. 
 
Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit and confess Jesus Christ as your Lord 
and Savior? 
 
I do so believe and confess. 
 
Are you persuaded that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments contain all things necessary 
for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ and are the unique and authoritative standard? 
for the church’s faith and life? 
 
I am so persuaded, by God’s grace. 
 
Will you be faithful in prayer, in the study of the Holy Scriptures, and with the help of the Holy Spirit 
continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you? 
 
I will, with the help of God. 
 
Will you do your best to pattern your life in accordance with the teachings of Christ? 
 
I will, with the help of God. 
 
Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, lead the people of God 
to faith in Jesus Christ, 
to participate in the life and work of the community, and 
to seek peace, justice, and freedom for all people? 
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I will, with the help of God. 
 
Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church accepting and  
upholding its order, liturgy, doctrine, and discipline, 
defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word, 
and committing yourself to be accountable with those serving with you, 
and to the bishop and those who are appointed to supervise your ministry? 
 
I will, with the help of God. 
 
Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, 
covenant to participate in the life of the order, 
into which you are ordained or commissioned? 
Will you give yourself to God through the order 
in order to sustain and build each other up 
in prayer, study, worship and service under the rule of life set forth in the vows you take this day? 
 
I will, with the help of God. 
 
May God, 
who has given you the will to do these things, 
give you grace to perform them, 
that the work begun in you may be brought to perfection. 
 
Amen. 
 

 
*HYMN “The Voice of God is Calling” UMH 436 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS John 15: 1-17 The Rev. Abraham D. Allende, Bishop 
 
SERMON “Abide in My Love” The Rev. Abraham D. Allende, Bishop 
 
SOLO "Who Will Go For Me?" Hayes 
 
COMMISSIONING OF PROVISIONAL MEMBERS 
 

By affirming the covenant of baptism, all members of Christ’s holy church pledge 
to serve as Christ’s representatives in the world. 
Provisional members are bound to the service of God, 
appointed and supervised by the bishop, 
and guided by ordained and lay colleagues in the Board of Ministry, 
as they continue to grow in grace 
and to practice and perfect their skills in the ministries 
to which they may later be ordained as deacon or elder. 
This is the way of life and work of a provisional member. 
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Do you believe that God has called you 
to continue your preparation toward ordained ministry in this way? 
I do so believe. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Come upon these, your servants. 
Come upon these, your servants. 
 
Come upon Name. 
Send her/him among us to serve and to continue to learn the way of life 
of the order into which she/he may be ordained. 
Send her/him forth to announce the good news of your beloved community 
and to equip disciples of Jesus for ministry. 
 
Lead us to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
 
In the name of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
All glory and praise are yours, now and forever! 

 
HYMN “Christ Beside Me” TFWS 2166 
 
ORDINATION OF ELDERS 
 

The Holy Spirit stirs among us! 
And we are glad indeed. 
 
Elders are called to share in the ministry of Christ and of the whole church: 
to preach and teach the Word of God 
 
and faithfully administer the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion, 
 
to lead the people of God in worship and prayer, 
to lead persons to faith in Jesus Christ, 
to exercise pastoral supervision, 
to order the life of the congregation and connection, 
to counsel the troubled and declare the forgiveness of sin, 
to lead the people of God in obedience to Christ’s mission in the world, 
to seek justice, peace, and freedom for all people, 
and to take a responsible place in the government of the Church 
and in service in and to the community. 
and honor the spirit of those ordained before you. 
 
This is the rule of life and work of an elder. 
 
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of an elder? 
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I do so believe. 
Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, 
covenant to participate in the Order of Elders? 
Will you give yourself to God through the Order of Elders 
in order to sustain and build each other up in prayer, study, worship, and service? 
I will, with the help of God. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Come upon these, your servants. 
Come upon these, your servants. 
 
Come upon Name. 
Fill her/him with every good and perfect gift for the office and work of an elder. 
Take now authority as an elder in Christ’s Holy Church to proclaim the word of God, 
administer the sacraments, and order the life of the church. 
 
Lead us to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
 
In the name of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
All glory and praise are yours, now and forever! 
 
Name, be an Elder among us. 
 

HYMN “Here I am Lord” UMH 593 
 
*REAFFIRMATION OF PROFESSING MEMBERSHIP 
 

Professing members of The United Methodist Church 
have affirmed willingness to live out the baptismal covenant, 
have professed the faith of the Church in the Triune God, 
have pledged loyalty to Jesus Christ through The United Methodist Church, 
and have promised to support the local congregations and ministries of the Church 
through their prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. 
Do you reaffirm these commitments 
and promise to support these being commissioned and ordained 
in their life and vocation among you? 
 
We do, with God’s help. 

 
INVITATION TO ORDAINED MINISTRY 
 
HYMN OF INVITATION “The Summons” TFWS 2130 
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*PRAYER  Bishop Tracy S. Malone 
Let us pray: 
 
We thank you, gracious God, for raising up among us faithful servants. 
Clothe them with your righteousness, and grant that we, with them, 
may glorify you by giving ourselves to others, in Christ’s name. Amen. 

 
*CLOSING HYMN “My Life Is in You, Lord” TFWS 2032 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
NEWLY ORDAINED ELDER: Ryan Cockrill 

Together as God’s beloved children, we who have been commissioned and ordained 
look forward to serving among you, sharing in the ministries God has given us 
throughout East Ohio and throughout the world. The work we do in Christ’s name, we do together. 

 
NEWLY COMMISSIONED ELDER: Amy Shipley 

 
As one body in Christ, may we go in peace to serve God and our neighbors in all we do. 
 
We are one body in Christ, called by God, sent in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with us always. 
 
Amen. 

 
POSTLUDE “Lobe den Herren” Raney 

 

 
 
CONTRIBUTORS TO THE SERVICE 
 
Presiding Bishop ............................................................................................. Bishop Tracy S. Malone 
Preacher .................................... The Rev. Abraham D. Allende, Bishop, Northeastern Ohio Synod, ELCA 
Assistant to the Bishop ........................................................................................ Rev. Dr. Gary George 
Board of Ministry Chair ............................................... Rev. Jonathan Priebe, Cuyahoga Falls First UMC 
Chairperson of Elders ....................................................... Rev. Kimberly Arbaugh, Carrollton First UMC 
Chairperson of Deacons ......................................................................... Rev. Linda McCowen, Retired 
Registrar of Commissioned Elders .............................................. Rev. Laura White, Ashland Christ UMC 
Conference Lay Leader ................................................................................................ Kimberly Green 
Benediction ............................................................................. Rev. Ryan Cockrill, Gnadenhutten UMC 
Benediction ......................................................... Rev. Amy Shipley, Bennett’s Corners & Copley UMCs 
Annual Conference Choir Director ................................................................................ Ronald Barkett 
Service Designer .............................................................. Rev. Kimberly Arbaugh, Carrollton First UMC 
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COPYRIGHTS  
 
For Annual Conference – and in the local church – a streaming and podcasting license must be 
purchased in advance of livestreaming a worship service that includes music. To then include music in 
the live stream/podcast of the service, copyright permission must be obtained in advance for each piece 
of music used – this includes preludes, postludes, anthems, hymns, special music, music played during 
communion, etc. 
 
To legally project the lyrics of a hymn and/or print them in a bulletin/worship book, copyright 
permission must be obtained in advance for each song.  Below is the copyright and licensing information 
for this evening’s music: 
 
 
Liturgical Improvisation No. 1 
George Oldroyd 
©1948 Oxford University Press 
Used by Permission: One License #729987-A 
 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
Contributors: Public Domain 
Tune: Setting by Carlton R. Young;  
Published by GIA Publications, Inc.  
Text: Sts. 1, 3, 5, tr. by Catherine Winkworth.  
St. 2 tr. by S. Paul Schilling.  
St. 4 tr. by Rupert E. Davies; Sts. 2, 4  
© 1989 United Methodist Publishing House 
Used by Permission: One License #729987-A 
 
The Voice of God is Calling 
Words: Public Domain 
Music: Public Domain 
Used by Permission: One License #729987-A 
 
Christ Beside Me 
Adapter: James Quinn 
Harm. © 1989 United Methodist Publishing 
House 
Used by Permission: One License #729987-A 

 
Here I Am, Lord 
Text: Based on Isaiah 6 
Dan Schutte 
Music: Dan Schutte.  
Text and music © 1981, 2000, OCP. All rights 
reserved. 
Used by Permission: One License #729987-A 
 
The Summons 
Graham Maule, John L. Bell 
© 1987 WGRG, Iona Community 
Glasgow, Scotland 
Admin. by Wild Goose Resource Group 
Used by Permission: CCLI #3245220 
 
My Life is in You Lord 
Words and Music: Daniel Gardner 
© 1986 Integrity’s Hosana! Music 
Used by Permission: CCLI #3245220 
 
Lobe den Herren 
Joel Raney 
©2016 Hope Publishing 
Used by Permission: One License #729987-A 
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