Dear Candidate,
As the Legislative Committee Chair of the Mount Vernon Chapter of the Disabled American Veterans (DAV) and Editor of our electronic newsletter, I am contacting you to solicit your positions on a number of legislative issues that are important to our members.  Although we have members in a wide geographic area, this message is being sent to candidates for the House of Representatives for Districts 8, 10, and 11 where the majority of our members reside.  Our Top 5 issues are summarized below.  However, individual voters’ priorities will vary, based on their particular circumstances.  You can review the one-page Issue Briefs on these topics and other DAV issues here: https://www.dav.org/learn-more/legislation/issue-briefs/	
1. Veterans Health Care Reform. Public Law 113-146, the Veterans Access, Choice, and Accountability Act of 2014 (VACAA) provides only a temporary 3-year authority and $10 billion for purchasing new non-VA care and $5 billion for hiring new clinical staff and leasing additional treatment space. Section 201 of VACAA required an Independent Assessment (IA) of 12 areas of VA’s health care delivery systems and management processes.  Of the IA Report’s four main findings, the first was “A disconnect in the alignment of demand, resources, and authorities.” It noted that the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) is “over-committed in some geographic areas, given its broad mission, an expanding list of automatic eligibility criteria, and limited resources.” Section 202 of VACAA established a Commission on Care to review the IA Report, examine access to care, and look more expansively at how veterans’ care should be organized and delivered during the next 2 decades. The Commission’s Final Report, dated June 30, 2016, included 18 recommendations. Their first recommendation paralleled that of the IA, to wit: “Across the United States, with local input and knowledge, VHA should establish high-performing, integrated community health care networks, to be known as the VHA Care System, from which veterans will access high-quality health care services.” Since the funding for VACAA was resourced as emergency funding in contravention of the Budget Control Act of 2011 (sequestration), our question to you is: What reform legislation and funding do you propose to improve veterans health care?

2. Comprehensive Caregiver Support.  Public Law 111-163, Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act of 2010, requires the VA to provide comprehensive caregiver support to veterans seriously injured on or after September 11, 2001. Subsequent analysis of the VA’s caregiver program shows it has been effective. However, caregivers of seriously disabled veterans of all previous conflicts are not afforded the same benefits.  Since these caregivers experience the same hardships and sacrifices of the post-9/11 veterans’ caregivers, our question is: What legislation and funding do you support to expand this program to the caregivers of seriously injured veterans of all conflicts?

3. Women Veterans.  Today, women are serving in record numbers in the U.S. military, and the recent integration of women into all military occupations has resulted in new transition and reintegration challenges.  In 2014 DAV released a comprehensive report, Women Veterans: The Long Journey Home (https://www.dav.org/women-veterans-study/)	 which details the unique challenges of women veterans in terms of gender-specific health care and mental health services, military sexual trauma (MST), disabled veteran prosthetics, child care, unemployment, and homelessness.  The study makes 27 recommendations and the 114th Congress proposed, but has not passed, a number of bills to address various aspects of the study’s recommendations.  What legislation and funding do you support to ensure all federal programs provide the same services and outcomes to women veterans as their male counterparts?

4. Fully Developed Appeals Process.  In recent years the Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA) has made significant strides in modernizing and streamlining the claims process for veterans, culminating in the online Fully Developed Claims (FDC) process.  With this emphasis on reducing the backlog and processing of initial claims, the appeals process has been a lower priority, resulting in a large backlog of appeals.  Appeals now take, on average, 2-5 years to resolve (some even longer).  DAV and other Veteran Service Organizations (VSOs) have proposed a Fully Developed Appeals (FDA) process somewhat analogous to the FDC to streamline and waive some current processing requirements.  The 114th Congress has introduced, but not passed, legislation to provide appellants with alternative options for more efficient appeals processing.  What legislation and funding will you support to enact a streamlined FDA process?

5. Eliminating Offsets for Veterans and Survivors.  Disabled veterans with service-related disabilities rated at 40% or less have their longevity military retirement pay offset dollar-for-dollar to fund their own disability.  Previously, this disabled veterans “tax” applied to all disability ratings, but was phased out over a 10-year period.  In the interim, hundreds of thousands of disabled veterans, rated at 50% or more disabled, died without fully recovering all of their military retirement pay.  Likewise, the purchased Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) annuities are offset by any benefits payable under the VA Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) program.  SBP is not a government benefit but a type of insurance benefit purchased by military retirees, with monthly premiums deducted from their military retirement pay.  This disabled veterans survivors “tax” essentially denies widows/widowers their earned DIC benefits because their spouses purchased the SBP version of insurance.  Do you support the immediate elimination and concomitant funding of these offsets (aka “disabled veterans’ tax” and “widows’ tax”)?
[bookmark: _GoBack]The DAV supports a myriad of other issues related to disabled veterans, their families, and surviving spouses.  You can view a list of related pending legislation of the 114th Congress here:  http://www.dav.org/can/?vvsrc=%2fbills 
I look forward to your responses.  Please reply NLT Saturday, 5 November. Our Election Special Edition newsletter will be e-mailed to members on Sunday, 6 November. 
Respectfully,
James P. Spencer
Adjutant, Mt Vernon DAV Chapter 11
Chair, Legislative Committee
P.O. Box 244
Mount Vernon, VA 22121
