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CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS, INC.

MOUNT VERNON CHAPTER #11


CONSTITUTION

[bookmark: _Toc464472891]ARTICLE I – NAME

The name of this Chapter shall be, MOUNT VERNON CHAPTER #11, Department of Virginia, Disabled American Veterans (DAV).

[bookmark: _Toc464472892]ARTICLE II – PURPOSE

The purpose of this Chapter is to fulfill our promises to the men and women who served, and, in furtherance of that purpose, to support the programs of the Disabled American Veterans as provided in the National Constitution and Bylaws and Regulations of the National Executive Committee. 

[bookmark: _Toc464472893]ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP

Membership in this Chapter shall conform to the requirements set forth in the National Constitution and Bylaws. There shall be no associate, special, or honorary memberships in this Chapter. 

[bookmark: _Toc464472894]ARTICLE IV – ADMINISTRATION

[bookmark: _Toc464472895]Section 1: Chapter Administrative Affairs
The administrative affairs of this Chapter shall be vested in the Chapter Executive Committee (CEC) in emergencies only and all other actions of the CEC must be ratified by a majority vote of those Chapter members in good standing who are present and voting at the next scheduled Chapter meeting.
[bookmark: _Toc464472896]Section 2: CEC Organization
The Chapter Executive Committee shall be composed of the Commander, Senior Vice Commander, 1st Junior Vice Commander, 2nd Junior Vice Commander, Treasurer, Chaplain, Adjutant, Immediate Past Commander, the Department Executive Committee (DEC) representative and Alternate DEC.  
[bookmark: _Toc464472897]Section 3: Annual Elections
At the time specified in the Chapter Bylaws, the Chapter shall elect annually a Commander, Senior Vice Commander, 1st Junior Vice Commander, 2nd Junior Vice Commander, Treasurer, Chaplain, and Department Executive Committee (DEC) representative. Such other officers as may be necessary to operate the Chapter shall be appointed by the Commander, to include the Adjutant and Alternate DEC representative, with the approval of the Chapter. Neither the Chapter Commander nor any Chapter Vice Commander may serve as Adjutant or Treasurer. 
[bookmark: _Toc464472898]Section 4: Reporting and Installation of DEC and ADEC
The elected Department Executive Committee representative and the appointed Alternate shall be reported to the Department Adjutant in writing on the appropriate form, and will be installed by the Department at the Annual Convention.

[bookmark: _Toc464472899]ARTICLE V – EXECUTIVE

The executive power of this Chapter shall be vested in the Chapter Commander.

[bookmark: _Toc464472900]ARTICLE VI – AUXILIARY

This Chapter recognizes a DAV Auxiliary, subject to such supervision as conforms to the National and Department Constitution and Bylaws of both organizations.

[bookmark: _Toc464472901]ARTICLE VII – AMENDMENTS

This Constitution may be amended at any Chapter meeting by a vote of two-thirds of those Chapter members present and voting, provided that any such amendment is read at two (2) meetings and that all Chapter members were notified of the proposed change prior to each of the two (2) meetings via the current method in use by the Chapter to post meeting notices or other Chapter news. Upon Chapter approval, amendments are subject to approval of both the Department and National Judge Advocates, and effective only after the final date of such approvals. 


BYLAWS

[bookmark: _Toc464472902]ARTICLE 1 – MISSION STATEMENT

This Chapter maintains the same mission as the National DAV organization as stated here: https://www.dav.org/learn-more/about-dav/mission-statement/. The current Mission Statement is shown below.

We are dedicated to a single purpose: empowering veterans to lead high-quality lives with respect and dignity. We accomplish this by ensuring that veterans and their families can access the full range of benefits available to them; fighting for the interests of America’s injured heroes on Capitol Hill; and educating the public about the great sacrifices and needs of veterans transitioning back to civilian life.

Should the National Mission Statement change, this Chapter will adopt the new Mission Statement automatically and follow its principles, making an administrative update to the paragraph above, followed by the date in parenthesis.


[bookmark: _Toc464472903]ARTICLE 2 – ORGANIZATION

[bookmark: _Toc464472904]Section 1: Allegiance to National DAV
This Chapter recognizes the National Organization known as Disabled American Veterans (DAV), incorporated by Act of Congress, and affirms its allegiance, and subordination to the National Organization, its Constitution, Bylaws and all rules, mandates, and regulations promulgated pursuant thereto. Upon dissolution of the Chapter, the assets remaining after the payments of its debts shall be distributed as provided in Article 6, Section 6.4, Paragraphs 5 and 6, of the National Bylaws.
[bookmark: _Toc464472905]Section 2: Governing Body
The governing body of this Chapter shall be the Chapter in session, except as provided in this Constitution and Bylaws.
[bookmark: _Toc464472906]Section 3: Records of Proceedings
Records of the proceedings of the Chapter, including the Chapter Executive Committee, shall be kept and be made available for inspection by any Chapter member in good standing.

[bookmark: _Toc464472907]ARTICLE 3 – CHARTER

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Charter of this Chapter, issued by the National Organization on 1 July 1955, is its authority to function and shall be displayed at the Commander’s station at all regular meetings.

[bookmark: _Toc464472908]ARTICLE 4 – EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

[bookmark: _Toc464472909]Section 1: Composition
The Chapter Executive Committee (CEC) shall comprise those members specified in the Constitution, Article IV-Administration, Section 2. Any member occupying multiple positions on the CEC will be accorded only one vote.
[bookmark: _Toc464472910]Section 2: Meetings
Meetings of the Chapter Executive Committee will be called by the Commander, or at the request of a majority of the CEC members.
[bookmark: _Toc464472911]Section 3: Quorum
A majority of the members of the CEC shall constitute a quorum.
[bookmark: _Toc464472912]Section 4: Meeting Attendance
Appointed officers, Committee chairpersons, and other Chapter members may attend the CEC meetings, but without the right to vote.
[bookmark: _Toc464472913]Section 5: Chapter Actions
The CEC may act for the Chapter only in an emergency. At all other times the CEC shall recommend courses of action to the Chapter in session. 
[bookmark: _Toc464472914]Section 6: Responsibilities
All fund-raising projects and all agreements and contracts must be referred to the CEC for its recommendations before being acted upon by the Chapter. The Executive Committee may authorize emergency expenditures and Emergency Relief funds not to exceed $500.00. This amount may be adjusted for inflation, as specified in the Annual Budget.
[bookmark: _Toc464472915]Section 7: Non-Budgeted Expenditures
All motions for expenditures of items not included in the budget shall be referred to the CEC for its recommendations.
[bookmark: _Toc464472916]Section 8: Time Limit for Recommendations
In the event the CEC fails to make recommendations upon any matter referred to it within 30 days, the Chapter, by a majority vote, may act upon such matters without receiving the recommendations of the Committee.
[bookmark: _Toc464472917]Section 9: Administration
The Adjutant shall serve as Secretary at meetings of the CEC. Minutes of each meeting of the CEC shall be provided electronically prior to the next regular Chapter meeting or available at the meeting. The approval of the minutes by the Chapter shall constitute approval of the recommendations and actions taken by the CEC as reported in such minutes. When such minutes are read, any Chapter member may request that any part thereof be discussed and voted upon separately.
[bookmark: _Toc464472918]Section 10: Purposes
One of the purposes of the CEC is to provide a means for the discussion of routine and other business affairs of the Chapter and to make recommendations to the Chapter of desired action. This serves to streamline Chapter meetings to provide for earlier adjournment and social activities. However, the sole power to approve or disapprove such recommendations shall remain in the hands of the Chapter in session.
[bookmark: _Toc464472919]Section 11: Resolutions
The CEC shall also act as a Resolutions Committee, and no Resolution shall be adopted by the Chapter unless first submitted to the CEC for its recommendation, except by a three-fourths affirmative Chapter vote.

[bookmark: _Toc464472920]ARTICLE 5 – OFFICERS

The Chapter shall elect annually a Commander, Senior Vice Commander, 1st Junior Vice Commander, 2nd Junior Vice Commander, Chaplain, Treasurer, and Judge Advocate.
[bookmark: _Toc464472921]Section 1: Qualifications
[bookmark: _Toc464472922]Paragraph 1: Eligibility
Any person who is a member in good standing shall be eligible for any elective or appointive office in this Chapter, except as otherwise provided in this Constitution and Bylaws.
[bookmark: _Toc464472923]Paragraph 2: Office Restrictions
A member may hold only one elective Chapter office at any one time.  A delegate to a National or Department Convention or Department Executive Committee is not holding a “Chapter elective office” within the context of this Section. Except as otherwise provided herein, an elected officer may also hold an appointed office. Exceptions: Neither the Chapter Commander nor any Chapter Vice Commander may serve as Adjutant or Treasurer. 

[bookmark: _Toc464472924]Section 2: Tenure of Office
[bookmark: _Toc464472925]Paragraph 1: Nominations
Officers for the Chapter shall be nominated during the March meeting and again prior to and during the April election meeting. 
[bookmark: _Toc464472926]Paragraph 2: Term of Service
Elected and appointed officers shall be installed within thirty (30) days of their election or appointment.  They shall serve for one (1) year or until newly elected or appointed officers have been installed. 
[bookmark: _Toc464472927]Paragraph 3: Replacement
Unexcused absence of any officer from three (3) consecutive meetings shall be cause for removal by the Chapter, and the Commander is empowered to appoint a Chapter member to serve the unexpired term, subject to the approval of the Chapter. The Commander may also fill any vacancy due to resignation or incapacitation, subject to Chapter approval. 
[bookmark: _Toc464472928]Paragraph 4: Succession of Command
In the event the office of Commander shall be vacated for any reason, the Senior Vice Commander shall be elevated to Commander, 1st Junior Vice Commander to Senior Vice Commander and the vacancy filled as outlined in Paragraphs 1 and 3 of this Section.  
[bookmark: _Toc464472929]Paragraph 5: Election Criteria
It shall require a majority vote of those Chapter members present and voting to elect a candidate for any Chapter office.  It shall also require a majority of votes cast to elect delegates or alternates to a State or National Convention. 
[bookmark: _Toc464472930]Paragraph 6: Term Limits
Except for the position of Treasurer, all Chapter elected and appointed officers are subject to term limits of three (3) consecutive years. However, Chapter members may approve an extension under exceptional circumstances, with the consent of the office holder, by a three-fourths majority vote.
[bookmark: _Toc464472931]Section 3: Elected Officers
[bookmark: _Toc464472932]Paragraph 1: Transfer of Property 
Upon the election, or appointment, and the installation of the successor to any office, all Chapter property in his or her possession shall be surrendered to the newly installed officer.

[bookmark: _Toc464472933]Paragraph 2: Officer Report
A Chapter Officer Report shall be submitted by the Adjutant to the Department of Virginia and the National Organization within ten (10) days after the installation of newly elected or appointed Chapter Officers or in the event of any subsequent change in the Chapter Officers during the membership year. A Department of Virginia Chapter Supplemental Report shall accompany the Chapter Officers Report submitted to the Department.
[bookmark: _Toc464472934]Paragraph 3: Means of Voting
There shall be no voting by proxy or by absentee ballot. However, Chapter members in good standing who establish reliable two-way communication and can properly identify themselves may vote in elections and on other motions brought before the Chapter membership.
[bookmark: _Toc464472935]Section 4: Duties of Elected Officers
[bookmark: _Toc464472936]Paragraph 1: Commander
Subpara 1: Responsibilities
The Commander, or in his or her absence the next higher officer, shall preside at all regular or special meetings of the Chapter.  The Commander shall maintain order and dispatch such business as may legally come before him or her. All checks or vouchers issued by the Chapter Treasurer shall be co-signed by the Commander or another elected or appointed officer who is a signatory on the Chapter financial accounts. The Commander shall perform all other duties that may reasonably be assumed to be incidental to his office, including those set forth in this Constitution and Bylaws and in the Official DAV Ritual, and such other duties as may be lawfully delegated by the Chapter. 
Subpara 2: Safeguarding Assets
The Commander safeguards funds, properties, and other assets against loss and unauthorized use. He also serves as the official spokesman for the Chapter in the community but may delegate that authority on a case-by-case basis.
Subpara 3: Absence
The Senior Vice Commander, 1st Junior Vice Commander, 2nd Junior Vice Commander, Treasurer, and Chaplain, in the order named, shall perform the duties of the Commander in the event of his or her absence. In the event the office of Commander is vacated for any reason, the line of succession is the same as above.
[bookmark: _Toc464472937]Paragraph 2: Senior Vice Commander
Subpara 1: Responsibilities
The Senior Vice Commander (SVC) shall perform the duties of his or her station as set forth in the Official DAV Ritual. The SVC shall encourage friendship among the members of the Chapter, discourage discord, and promote harmony. 
Subpara 2: Committee Chair
Subject to the direction of the Chapter, he or she shall act as Chair of the Membership Committee to the end that every eligible veteran may become a member.  With the approval of the Chapter, the SVC may appoint one or more members to assist in such membership activities.

[bookmark: _Toc464472938]Paragraph 3: 1st Junior Vice Commander
Subpara 1: Responsibilities
The 1st Junior Vice Commander (JVC) shall perform the duties of his or her station as set forth in the Official DAV Ritual. The 1st JVC shall be responsible for publicity, public relations, and the Chapter fund-raising activities as approved by the Chapter and shall, at all times, encourage open communications at Chapter meetings, loyalty to the Unites States of America, to the DAV, and to the members of the Chapter.
Subpara 2: Committee Chair
Subject to the approval and direction of the Chapter, he or she shall act as Chair of the Audit Committee or other Committee of his or her choice.
[bookmark: _Toc464472939]Paragraph 4: 2nd Junior Vice Commander
	Subpara 1: Responsibilities
The 2nd Junior Vice Commander shall be responsible for assisting the 1st  Junior Vice Commander in publicity and public relations and any other duties as set forth by the Commander.  The 2nd JVC shall be responsible for obtaining guest speakers for Chapter meetings and special events.
Subpara 2: Committee Chair
Subject to the approval and direction of the Chapter, he or she shall act as Chair of the Budget Committee or other Committee of his or her choice.

[bookmark: _Toc464472940]Paragraph 5: Chaplain 
Subpara 1: Responsibilities
The Chaplain shall perform the duties of the Chaplain’s station as set forth in the Official DAV Ritual. He or she shall visit the sick and comfort the families of those members who are ill, in distress, or pass away, and shall be responsible for encouraging attendance at DAV conducted funerals and the proper conduct thereof.
Subpara 2: Committee Chair
Subject to the approval and direction of the Chapter, he or she shall act as Chair of the Hospital Visitation Committee.
[bookmark: _Toc464472941]Paragraph 6: Treasurer
Subpara 1: Responsibilities
The Treasurer shall receive and immediately deposit all monies in a bank account in the name of the Chapter without any deductions or offsets. The Treasurer shall make authorized disbursements only by checks signed by himself and co-signed by the Commander or other authorized official. No disbursement of Chapter funds shall be made without a completed Chapter voucher, and receipts (if applicable) attached. Any advance payment must contain a statement of purpose and requirement that appropriate documentation must be received within ten (10) days of obligation. 
Subpara 2: Reports
The Treasurer shall render a monthly report of receipts and expenditures to the Chapter at each regular Chapter meeting following the last day of each calendar month.  An Annual Financial Report (AFR) shall be submitted to the Department of Virginia, and National Organization as applicable, within ninety (90) days after the close of the accounting year of the Chapter, which is July 1 – June 30. This report must be audited, approved, and signed by the Chapter Audit Committee.  
[bookmark: _Toc464472942]Paragraph 7: Judge Advocate
The Judge Advocate shall render an opinion upon all parliamentary questions, upon questions arising out of any dispute during meeting discussions, interpretations of the Chapter, Department, or National Constitution and Bylaws, or Roberts Rules of Order. The Commander (or presiding officer) may accept or decline the Judge Advocate’s opinion. Such decision is final unless, (1) overruled by a two-thirds vote of members present at the meeting, or (2) reversed on appeal at the next higher governing body within thirty (30) days of the decision.
[bookmark: _Toc464472943]Paragraph 8: Chapter Service Officer (CSO)
Neither elected nor appointed, the Chapter Service Officer must maintain annual CSO certification to advise and assist veterans disabled in the line of duty, and their dependents and survivors, in the preparation and processing of their claims for benefits from any governmental agency. The Service Officer shall also be the point of contact for disabled veterans, dependents or survivors seeking emergency financial assistance; shall be familiar with Chapter and Department policies; and promulgate the Chapter Assistance form to submit to the Chapter Executive Committee for approval.
[bookmark: _Toc464472944]Section 5: Appointed Officers
[bookmark: _Toc464472945]Paragraph 1: Appointment
The Commander shall appoint, subject to the approval by the Chapter, the Adjutant, Officer-of-the-Day, Sergeant-at-Arms, plus Committee Chairs and members, with the exception of the Nominating Committee, and such other officers as may be necessary to operate the Chapter.

[bookmark: _Toc464472946]Paragraph 2: Tenure
The tenure of appointed officers shall be at the pleasure of the appointing authority, provided that no term of office shall exceed that of the appointing authority, except as otherwise expressly provided for elsewhere in these Bylaws.

[bookmark: _Toc464472947]Paragraph 3: Qualifications
Qualifications, mutual exclusions of offices, and tenures are in accordance with the provisions of Sections 1 and 2 of this Article. 
[bookmark: _Toc464472948]Section 6: Duties of Appointed Officers
[bookmark: _Toc464472949]Paragraph 1: Adjutant 
The Adjutant is responsible for keeping the Chapter's records and conducting the Chapter's official correspondence. The Adjutant must keep detailed records of the Chapter's meetings and business affairs. All motions considered by the Chapter should be recorded along with the names of the members who make, second, or speak on the motions. At each business meeting, the Adjutant should read all correspondence received between meetings, as well as the minutes of the preceding meeting, unless previously disseminated electronically, and ensure that a motion of approval, with or without amendments, or rejection is passed. The Adjutant is responsible for the membership records and shall insure that they are current. The Adjutant shall insure that all Delegates going to National Convention have proper credentials. He or she will also be responsible for forwarding the Delegates names to National DAV HQ.
[bookmark: _Toc464472950]Paragraph 2: Officer-of-the-Day 
The Officer-Of-The-Day (OD) shall perform the duties of his or her office as set forth in the Official DAV Ritual. The OD shall welcome all visitors and see that each is properly introduced. 
[bookmark: _Toc464472951]Paragraph 3: Sergeant-at-Arms 
The Sergeant-at-Arms and the Color Guards (when available) shall perform the duties of their respective offices as set forth in the Official DAV Ritual. 
[bookmark: _Toc464472952]Paragraph 4: Other Officers 
Other officers may be appointed on a temporary or ad hoc basis, to meet specific needs, with duties assigned by the Commander or Chapter Executive Committee, and approved by the Chapter.

[bookmark: _Toc464472953]ARTICLE 6 – DEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

[bookmark: _Toc464472954]Section 1: Member Selection
Following the election of officers at the scheduled meeting in April, the Chapter shall elect a member to serve as the Chapter Department Executive Committee (DEC) representative on the Department Executive Committee.  The Commander in turn will appoint an Alternate Department Executive Committee representative (ADEC) to represent the Chapter in the DEC’s absence. Notification to the Department of Virginia shall be made on the form promulgated by the Department and shall be submitted immediately to the Department Adjutant.

[bookmark: _Toc464472955]Section 2: Pre-Requisites
As a pre-requisite for the position of DEC or ADEC, the nominee shall have served as a Chapter elected officer or held an elected position as a Department Officer. The DEC and ADEC shall be familiar with the Constitution and Bylaws of the National DAV organization, Department of Virginia, and Chapter 11, as well as NEC and DEC Regulations. 
[bookmark: _Toc464472956]Section 3: Meeting Attendance
The Chapter shall pay, subject to budget approval, financial assistance for one DEC representative to attend meetings of the Department Executive Committee.  Reimbursement will be based on mileage, lodging and per diem as established by the Chapter. Receipts shall support vouchers for reimbursement.


[bookmark: _Toc464472957]ARTICLE 7 – MEETINGS

[bookmark: _Toc464472958]Section 1: Frequency and Schedule
Chapter meetings shall be held at least six (6) times per year on a monthly basis unless otherwise approved by the Chapter. Unless circumstances dictate, meetings will not be held during the months of July, August, and December. Meeting dates, times, and locations shall be set by a majority vote of the Chapter in session.
[bookmark: _Toc464472959]Section 2: Inclement Weather
In case of inclement weather, with the safety of members in mind, the Commander shall canvas the CEC, and if the majority agree, or no quorum is expected, the meeting shall be cancelled in time to notify members. The CEC may decide to reschedule the meeting or defer business to the next regular business meeting.
[bookmark: _Toc464472960]Section 3: Special meetings
Special meetings of the Chapter may be called by the Commander whenever the Commander deems it necessary, or when the Commander is requested to do so by five (5) or more Chapter members. No other business will be conducted other than that for which the meeting was called. Notice of such meeting shall be made to the membership at least (3) days prior via electronic mail or other electronic media currently employed by the Chapter.
[bookmark: _Toc464472961]Section 4: Rules
Rules of Chapter meetings shall be as follows:
[bookmark: _Toc464472962]RULE 1: Order of Business
The order of business at any regular meeting shall be prescribed in the Official DAV Ritual and as dictated by the needs of the Chapter.
[bookmark: _Toc464472963]RULE 2: Quorum
A quorum shall consist of five (5) members in good standing of which two (2) must be elected officers.
[bookmark: _Toc464472964]RULE 3: Governing Rules
Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised, shall govern the Chapter in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with National, Department, and this Chapter’s Constitution and Bylaws. 
[bookmark: _Toc464472965]RULE 4: Personal Grievances
Discussion of personal grievances will not be in order on the floor unless introduced by the Grievance Committee or other Committee having the authority to consider such matters.
[bookmark: _Toc464472966]RULE 5: Voting
Voting shall be by voice unless otherwise requested by at least five (5) members.
[bookmark: _Toc464472967]RULE 6: Applicability of Issues
Matters concerning only an individual member, with respect to his or her own personal interest, shall not be in order but may be taken before the proper Committee.
[bookmark: _Toc464472968]RULE 7: Voting Eligibility
There shall be no voting by proxy. Only members in good standing and present shall be entitled to vote on any motion. A member shall be considered present when he or she establishes reliable two-way communication and can properly identify themselves.

[bookmark: _Toc464472969]ARTICLE 8 – COMMITTEES

[bookmark: _Toc464472970]Section 1: Standing Committees
[bookmark: _Toc464472971]Paragraph 1: Designated Committees
The following committees are designated as Standing Committees for the Chapter:
· Membership
· Budget and Finance
· Audit
· Legislative
· Social Media

[bookmark: _Toc464472972]Paragraph 2: Composition
Committees shall consist of three (3) to five (5) members (except as otherwise herein provided), including the Chair, and shall be appointed by the Commander with the approval of the Chapter, except the Nominating Committee which is elected. 

[bookmark: _Toc464472973]Paragraph 3:  Ex-Officio Members
The Chapter Commander shall be an ex-officio member of all committees except the Nominating Committee.

[bookmark: _Toc464472974]	Paragraph 4: Meetings
All Standing Committees shall meet at the call of the Chairperson or Commander.

[bookmark: _Toc464472975]Paragraph 5: Reports
All Standing Committees shall submit reports at regularly scheduled Chapter business meetings on any significant activity since the last report.

[bookmark: _Toc464472976]Section 2: Duties 
[bookmark: _Toc464472977]Paragraph 1: Membership Committee
Subpara 1: New Applicants
No new applicant shall be denied Chapter membership if he or she meets the eligibility requirements as set forth in the National Constitution and Bylaws.

Subpara 2: Voting Eligibility
Only members of the Chapter in good standing are eligible to vote on any motion or at any election.

Subpara 3: Transfers
Members of another Chapter may secure a transfer of membership to this Chapter, with the approval of this Chapter’s members at a regular monthly meeting.
[bookmark: _Toc464472978]Paragraph 2:  Budget & Finance Committee
Subpara 1: Annual Budget
The Budget & Finance Committee shall prepare an annual budget reflecting anticipated and projected expenditures.

Subpara 2: Budget Parameters
The budget shall not provide for expenditures in excess of the estimated income for the fiscal year involved.

Subpara 3: Budget Submission
The proposed budget shall be submitted to the Chapter for approval at the first scheduled meeting of the fiscal year.

Subpara 4: Recurring Expenses
The expenditures contained in the approved budget of a recurring nature such as Adjutant expenses, printing and office expenditures to include, but not limited to, accounts related to electronic newsletter subscriptions or other communications or social media, may be paid when due without further action from the Chapter.

[bookmark: _Toc464472979]Paragraph 3: Audit Committee
Subpara 1: Composition
The Audit Committee comprises at least three (3) members of the Chapter, excluding the Commander, Senior Vice Commander, Treasurer, Adjutant, and Finance Committee Chair. 
Subpara 2: Duties
The Audit committee shall conduct an annual audit of the financial records of the Treasurer in accordance with the Department and National Constitution and Bylaws and sign the Annual Financial Report (AFR).  Copies of the AFR will be sent to the Department and to National DAV Headquarters as required, based on income and other requirements, by the stated deadline.

[bookmark: _Toc464472980]Paragraph 4: Legislative Committee
Subpara 1: Organization
The Legislative Committee shall be organized into two subcommittees: the National Legislative Subcommittee and the Commonwealth Legislative Subcommittee.  Committee composition may exceed the specifications of Section 1, Paragraph 2 above, tailored to current legislative priorities. 
Subpara 2: Duties
The National Legislative Subcommittee shall track national legislation impacting National DAV legislative priorities based on approved national DAV resolutions.  The Commonwealth Legislative Subcommittee will track the state legislative priorities of the Joint Leadership Council of Veteran Service Organizations and approved Department resolutions.
Subpara 3: Member Requirements
All members of the Legislative Committee shall be subscribed to the National DAV Commanders Action Network (CAN) for the purpose of mobilizing support for key votes on national Congressional legislation. 
		Subpara 4: Benefits Protection Team Leader
The Chair of the Legislative Committee shall serve as the Chapter Benefits Protection Team Leader.  The Benefits Protection Team tracks all legislation aimed at curtailing or expiring current benefits for veterans, their families, and surviving spouses.  The Chair may delegate specific benefits protection priorities to other Legislative Committee members. 
[bookmark: _Toc464472981]Paragraph 5: Social Media Committee 
Subpara 1: Composition
There is no limit to the number of members on the Social Media Committee. Membership will be tailored to the number of social media accounts maintained by the Chapter.
Subpara 2: Duties
	The Social Media Committee shall be responsible for establishing and maintaining all Chapter social media accounts. The Committee Chair will appoint members to subcommittees to manage specific social media accounts.  The top Chapter social media priorities are the Chapter web page, the Chapter Facebook page, and the Chapter electronic newsletter. As the Chapter’s social media expertise and presence expands, additional subcommittees may be established to manage new social media accounts, such as Twitter, YouTube, Periscope, Instagram, et al.
[bookmark: _Toc464472982]Section 3: Special Committees
[bookmark: _Toc464472983]Paragraph 1: Ad Hoc Committees
Ad hoc special committees will be appointed by the Commander, with the approval of the Chapter, to meet specific needs or accomplish a specific function.  
Subpara 1: Composition
Ad hoc committees shall comprise two (2) or more members.
Subpara 2: Duties
Ad hoc committees perform duties to achieve a specific objective.  They shall submit reports according to their directives and established timelines.
[bookmark: _Toc464472984]Paragraph 2: Nominating Committee
Subpara 1: Composition
The Nominating Committee shall consist of three (3) members elected by the Membership at the regularly scheduled March meeting.
Subpara 2: Election Tellers
The Commander shall appoint Election Tellers as needed prior to the Nominating Committee report.
Subpara 3: Recommendations
The Nominating Committee shall make its recommendations immediately prior to the scheduled election of Chapter Officers at the regularly scheduled meeting in April.  Additional candidates may be nominated from the floor.
Subpara 4: Election Criteria
A candidate must have a majority of votes to be elected to any office.
Subpara 5: Speeches
One nominating and one seconding speech may be permitted for each candidate.
Subpara 6: Subsequent Ballots
In the event more than two (2) candidates are nominated for the same office and one candidate does not receive a majority of the votes cast on the first ballot, the top two (2) candidates only will be eligible for subsequent balloting.
Subpara 7: Voting Process
All voting for officers shall be by written ballot, except by unanimous consent.  Only members in good standing are eligible to vote on any motion or election.
Subpara 8: Officer Installation
Elected and appointed officers shall be installed prior to the Department Convention each year at a time and place approved by the Chapter.  They shall serve for one (1) year or until newly elected or appointed officers have been installed.

[bookmark: _Toc464472985]ARTICLE 9 – INCORPORATION

[bookmark: _Toc464472986]Section 1: Board of Directors Composition
The Corporate Board of Directors, Disabled American Veterans, Mount Vernon Chapter 11, Inc., shall consist of five (5) members, who shall be the following elected or appointed officers of the Chapter: The Commander shall be the President of the Corporation; the Senior Vice Commander shall be the Vice President; the Chaplain; the Treasurer shall be the Treasurer of the Corporation; and the Adjutant shall serve as the Secretary to the Corporate Board of Directors.


[bookmark: _Toc464472987]Section 2: Duties
The Board of Directors shall be subject to the vested powers of the Chapter and the Chapter Executive Committee.  It shall be the duty of the Board of Directors to appoint a Registered Agent, maintain a Registered Office, and ensure all annual reports and fees are kept current with the Virginia State Corporation Commission. For this purpose or such other business that shall come before it, the Board of Directors shall meet annually immediately following the Chapter Officer installation.

[bookmark: _Toc464472988]ARTICLE 10 – MISCELLANEOUS

[bookmark: _Toc464472989]Section 1: Amendments
These Bylaws may be amended by the same procedure specified in the Constitution, Article VII – Amendments.
[bookmark: _Toc464472990]Section 2: Reference
A copy of this Constitution and Bylaws shall be properly affixed to the back of the framed Chapter Charter to be available for reference at Chapter meetings. An electronic file copy will also be maintained by the Adjutant and a copy posted on a designated social media site maintained by the Chapter. 
[bookmark: _Toc464472991]Section 3: Conformity 
To the extent to which the provisions of this Constitution and Bylaws are or may become inconsistent with the provisions of the National and Department Constitution and Bylaws or any lawful decisions and regulations of the Department or National Organization as now in force or as hereafter amended or adopted, this instrument shall be deemed amended so as to conform thereto.
[bookmark: _Toc464472992]Section 4: Fundraisers
Except as otherwise expressly provided in the National Bylaws, the Chapter shall not sponsor or engage in, directly or indirectly, any fundraising or financial projects without the prior approval of the Department of Virginia. Approval shall be requested on the form promulgated by, and in the manner specified by, the Department of Virginia. All fund raising activities will be conducted in accordance with Article 15 of the National Bylaws and Regulations of the National Executive Committee. Electronic media communications to Chapter members shall be considered within the Chapter territory.
[bookmark: _Toc464472993]Section 5: Non-Partisan Activities 
The name of this Chapter or of the Disabled American Veterans (DAV) shall not be used in connection with any political, sectarian, or labor dispute nor any matter not directly related to wartime service-disabled veterans. However, nothing in this paragraph shall prohibit the Chapter from participating in political issues which have a direct bearing on the welfare of America’s disabled veterans, providing such participation is in a non-partisan manner and does not endorse or directly support any specific candidate for political office.

[bookmark: _Toc464472994]Section 6: Emergency Funding 
Emergency funding for Emergency Relief shall be limited to service-connected disabled veterans, their dependents or survivors for not more than $500.00. This assistance will be a one-time only grant, and may be approved by the Chapter Executive Committee, and affirmed by the Chapter at the next regularly scheduled meeting.  Requests for assistance in excess of $500.00 will be subject to Chapter approval and shall not exceed $750.00 for any one veteran, dependent, or survivor. These amounts may be increased based upon inflation, as referenced in the Annual Budget, without further amendment.  Any Emergency Relief provided will be reported to the Department Emergency Relief Committee to avoid duplicate funding.  
[bookmark: _Toc464472995]Section 7: National DAV Convention
The Chapter shall, subject to budget approval, provided financial assistance for the Chapter Commander to attend the National DAV Convention as a Chapter delegate. A cash advance, not to exceed $1,000.00 is authorized.  Receipts and a fully executed Chapter Expense Voucher shall be provided by the delegate to support all expenditures and excess monies shall be returned to the Chapter Treasurer at or before the Chapter’s next scheduled business meeting. Authorized expenses include travel, lodging, registration fees and a per diem as authorized by the Chapter. In the event the Chapter Commander cannot attend, the official attendee shall be the DEC or ADEC, Senior Vice Commander, 1st Junior Vice Commander, 2nd Junior Vice Commander, Adjutant, Treasurer, or Chaplain, in that order.  In circumstances where none of the Chapter elected officers are able to attend as the official representative of Chapter 11, the Commander, with the approval of the Chapter, may appoint any member in good standing to represent the Chapter at the National Convention. 
[bookmark: _Toc464472996]Section 8: Department Convention
The Chapter shall, subject to budget approval, provide financial assistance for the DEC or ADEC to attend the Department of Virginia Convention. Receipts and a fully executed Chapter Expense Voucher shall be submitted by the delegate to support the expenditures at or before the Chapter’s next scheduled business meeting. Authorized expenses include travel, lodging, registration fees and a per diem as authorized by the Chapter.  In the event the DEC or ADEC cannot attend, the Commander will appoint another ADEC in the following order: Senior Vice Commander, 1st Junior Vice Commander, 2nd Junior Vice Commander, Adjutant, Treasurer, or Chaplain.  In circumstances where none of the aforementioned elected officers are able to attend as the official representative of Chapter 11, the Commander, with the approval of the Chapter, may appoint any member in good standing to represent the Chapter at the Department Convention. 
[bookmark: _Toc464472997]Section 9: Memorial Service Expenses
The Chapter may only send (or reimburse) floral arrangements, or a suitable alternative, for deceased members in good standing and their immediate family members. Other related expenses require Chapter approval.
[bookmark: _Toc464472998]Section 10: Discipline
All disciplinary actions shall be handled in accordance with Article 16 of the National Bylaws and applicable Regulations of the National Executive Committee.

First reading: 		October 18, 2016
Second reading: 	October 25, 2016


________________________________
James Spencer, Chair, C&B Committee


Adopted after the second and final reading by a vote of the Chapter 11 membership 
this 25th day of October 2016


___________________________			___________________________
CHAPTER ADJUTANT				CHAPTER COMMANDER



Approved: ___________, 2016			Approved: ___________, 2016


_____________________________			___________________________
DEPARTMENT JUDGE ADVOCATE			NATIONAL JUDGE ADVOCATE
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TO THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO SERVED




