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Are you ready to join thousands of beach and water lovers from 
communities all over the state to help clean our beautiful coast and 
watersheds? Sept. 19, the date for California’s annual Coastal Cleanup 
Day, is coming right up and I encourage everyone to take part!

We at E.J. Harrison & Sons are always so proud to be part of the volunteer 
effort dedicated to making a real difference in our environment. 

Every year, thousands gather to help clean California’s shorelines, beaches, 
rivers, lakes and watersheds for the largest one-day volunteer event in the 
state. 

And it always has a huge impact! According to 2024 data from the 
California Coastal Commission, 1,439 Ventura County volunteers picked 
up almost 14,000 pounds of trash. In the entire state, 47,493 volunteers 
picked up just over 405,000 pounds of trash. 

 Want to join us this year? There are two ways to participate:

	 Pick a cleanup site to volunteer at from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday, 
Sept. 19. Gather your supplies (help reduce waste by bringing your own 
bucket, gloves, water bottle, hat, etc.) and print and sign the waiver at vccoastcleanup.org/get-involved. Pre-registration is not 
required! Find cleanup sites at vccoastcleanup.org/cleanup-sites.

	 Can’t make it on Sept. 19? Sweep through your own neighborhood, local park or trail any day in September on a self-
guided cleanup. Use the free Clean Swell data collection app to track and report your cleanup. Find more guidance on 
neighborhood cleanups at vccoastcleanup.org/get-involved.

Ventura State of City Address Highlights Progress
On a recent warm September night, I and several members of the E.J. Harrison & Sons family joined others from the 
community for the State of the City address given by Ventura Mayor Dr. Jeannette Sanchez-Palacios. 

The theme of the night was “Rooted in Service” and Mayor Sanchez-Palacios explained how that theme connects with the 
city’s history.

“For more than 150 years, generations of people have served this community, building the streets that we travel, protecting 
our neighborhoods, caring for our parks, delivering clean water, supporting local businesses and helping make Ventura the 
place we are all proud to call home,” she said. “That tradition continues today.”
Continued on page 2
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She proceeded to highlight the many areas of progress 
across the city’s five strategic priorities: climate change 
and environmental stewardship; economic vitality and 
development; homelessness; infrastructure; and public 
safety. 

In watching and listening to the mayor, I couldn’t help 
but be amazed at how city officials and staff, community 
leaders, local businesses and the local community can 
come together and accomplish so much and keep moving 
the city forward on so many fronts. 

If you weren’t able to attend the event, I highly 
recommend you watch it on YouTube to get all the 
details and see how much work is going into our beautiful city.

Museum of Ventura County Celebrates the Silent Era
It was a beautiful night for a wonderful celebration 
hosted by and benefiting the Museum of Ventura 
County. 

The Sherwood Country Club in Thousand Oaks served 
as the perfect setting for “Taste of History 2026: The 
Silent Movie Era” on Sept. 10. As it always does, the 
museum created an elegant and exciting atmosphere for 
the finely dressed crowd, which included me and Jim 
Harrison. 

The fabulous food, vintage cocktails, live entertainment, 
dancing and a live auction kept everyone’s spirits high 
as the museum highlighted the county’s notable role in 
the glamorous early days of moviemaking in the 1920s. 

The night was also an opportunity to honor Chuck Cohen and Joanie Young with the Museum of Ventura County’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award. The award is well-deserved as both are extraordinary community leaders whose decades of service and 
contributions have had a positive impact on Ventura County.

The Museum of Ventura County is such an important community resource and I highly recommend you look into supporting 
the museum through membership, a donation or attending events like Taste of History.

Photos by Chris Ryan Photography
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I was so happy to see Food Share of Ventura County break ground on its new 
85,000-square-foot facility on Mariner Drive in Oxnard. This is one of the most 
important charitable organizations in Ventura County, feeding more than 250,000 
people a year and helping address the fact that one in four people in the county are 
food insecure.

“This day did not happen because of one person,” said Monica White, president and 
CEO of Food Share, pictured to the right at the event. “It did not happen because of 
one organization, and it definitely did not happen from one idea. It happened because 
an entire community believed something better was possible.”  

The new building will help Food Share strengthen its fight against local hunger by 
moving operations currently spread across three warehouses into a single, central 
facility. The move will provide more storage space, more refrigerator and freezer space, 
more loading docks and more space for Food Share’s many volunteers and partners.

While much of the funding for this important $50 million facility has been raised, more funds are still needed and you can 
help. You can also attend Food Share’s Fed Up Annual Shindig on Sept.18. There will be delicious appetizers, drinks, dinner 
and dessert and an exclusive tour of current facilities. You can learn more and buy tickets on the event webpage.

Auction Winners Arrive for Sunset Soiree

For the third year in a row, Jim and I provided an auction item for the 
annual Boys & Girls Club of Santa Clara Valley’s auction. 

The prize? The winner and 13 friends and family are invited to our 
hilltop home for beverages, appetizers and a beautiful sunset view. 

This year’s auction was won by Stephen Wagner, CEO and founder 
of Integrity Wealth Advisors. Stephen and crew arrived in the late 
afternoon of Aug. 19 and stayed into the evening as beverages flowed, 
abundant hors d’oeuvres were served, the sun set and good times were 
had by all. 

Jan Marholin, director of development for Boys & Girls Club of Santa Clara Valley, runs such a wonderful organization and is 
such an asset to the community. And we’re already making plans for next year’s auction!

“The Boys & Girls Club of Santa Clara Valley thank both Nan and Jim for such a generous offer to host this event and thank 
Mr. Stephen Wagner for bidding on this auction item,” Jan wrote of the event. 

Continued on page 4
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Harrison is a longtime supporter of the Boys & Girls Club of Santa Clara Valley and we sponsor many of their events, 
including their annual auction. The auction raises money for programs that serve the youth of Santa Paula, Fillmore and Piru.

We encourage you to support this organization that is doing so much for our young people. To learn more, call 805-525-7910 
or visit bgclubscv.org.

Sort of OK is Not OK When Sorting Trash
“It’s human nature.” E.J. Harrison & Sons Engineering Manager Mike Harrison is talking about 
customers trying to get the right trash in the right cart. “People don’t tend to focus on what material 
they’re trying to discard and which containers they should be going in,” Harrison said. “For the most 
part, I think people do a decent job. But it’s not as good as it could be.” When it comes to sorting 
trash, it’s vital that we all take the time to get it right. Sort of OK is not OK. 

When you throw your recyclable waste into the trash cart – or vice versa – you GREATLY slow down 
our complex sorting process and increase the chance of recyclables ending up in landfills. If you toss 
your food waste into the trash instead of bagging them and adding them to your yard waste cart, you’re 
increasing methane gas produced in landfills. 

The company collects trash from 100,000 customers, and Harrison uses the collection of organics 
waste as an example. “We might collect 250 tons a day of green waste cart material residentially,” 
Harrison said.  “Of that 250 tons, there could be up to six or seven or eight tons of trash.”

Regulations make it all the more important that we get it right, Harrison said. “It’s becoming a 
problem more and more,” he said. “Good faith efforts are no longer enough. You actually have to make 
more of an effort to get it done.” 

In addition, landfills don’t have infinite capacity. “If we’re filling the landfill up with stuff that’s not compatible with the 
landfill, that creates a problem,” Harrison said. “To get another landfill in Ventura County is going to be nearly impossible.”

We understand sorting trash isn’t the most glamorous of your daily household tasks. But if you haven’t done so lately, check 
out the detailed sorting guidelines at ejharrison.com/guidelines/.

Sincerely,

Nan Drake, 
Harrison Industries

email: nanodrake@aol.com
phone: 805-701-9809
web: http://www.ejharrison.com

Connect with us! @ejharrisoninc


