
Volunteer Spotlight: Joey Ponthieux and Joe Bouchard 
 

We see people at FIRST events, and we volunteer with them, but sometimes we don't have the time to get to 
know them as individuals. 

 
Here are two familiar faces- Joey Ponthieux and Joe Bouchard- you probably know as FIRST Tech Challenge 
qualifier judges.  Joey has been a Judge for 7 seasons and Joe for 5. We’d like to tell you more about them! 

 

 
Joey Ponthieux and Joe Bouchard 

 
 

What is your current position? 
 
Joey: I am a 3D animator employed by Science Systems and Applications Inc. at NASA Langley Research Center in 
Hampton VA. I produce concept visualization graphics, 3D animation, and interface design for the Aeronautics 
Research Directorate at NASA.  Currently I am attending grad school, seeking a Masters degree in Lifespan 
Digital Communications at Old Dominion University, in Norfolk, VA. 
 
 
Joe: I am a retired Navy Captain.  On active duty I commanded a destroyer and Naval Station Norfolk, and served 
in NATO, the Pentagon and the White House.  I was the most over-educated officer in the Navy with a Bachelor 
of Science degree, two Masters degrees and a PhD degree.  Since retiring from the Navy I have worked for a 
systems integration company, a telecommunications company and as an independent consultant. 
 
 

What do you enjoy doing when you are not volunteering with FTC? 
 
Joey: My hobbies & interests include FRC robotics, working on old cars, computer programming, CAD, comic 
books, Batman and Star Trek.  
 
 
Joe: My recreational activities include running, kayaking and gardening.  I have one daughter working on a PhD 
degree at Stanford in the genetics of neurological disorders.  She shares her genetics books with me – the last 
three books I have read are all on genetics, something I never studied in school.  I am fascinated by the parallels 
between genetics and physics and engineering, and how some of the great geneticists also were accomplished 
physicists. 
 



 

What is your favorite part of the FTC Program? 
 
Joey: I think the most redeeming quality of FTC is the hardware scope and robot size. It makes for a very 
versatile and flexible platform that allows students to rapidly prototype, make changes quickly, and promote 
constant improvement and revision. It is further extremely portable and easy to learn while requiring very little 
manual fabrication such as that found in FRC in order to begin fabrication and prototyping.   
 
 
Joe: What excites me most about FIRST Tech Challenge is the impact it has on the young people who participate.  
The enthusiasm and dedication of the teams never ceases to amaze me.  Like any sport, they learn the 
importance of hard work and perseverance. They learn teamwork and how a wide range of skills – not just 
technical skills – is important for success. 
 
I am encouraged by the number of girls who participate and the roles they play on the teams.  There are 
unlimited opportunities in the science and technology fields, and FIRST helps expose young women to those 
opportunities and motivates them to pursue education and careers in those fields. 
 
My favorite part of the program is the emphasis on gracious professionalism and seeing the young people 
practice it at the tournaments.  That is an intangible, but very important life skill they will take with them 
whatever career they may choose. 
 
 
 

What is the best part about the judging process?  What is the hardest? 
 
Joey: I think best part of the judging process would have to be the interviews. It’s the one moment during the 
event where you get the best picture about who the team is, whether they have a cohesive structure, and 
can best evaluate their enthusiasm for robotics.   
 
The hardest part of judging is when multiple teams are so close in terms of skill, professionalism, and creativity. 
Finding that critical differentiator with so little time provided within the judging time constraints of an event can 
be very stressful. 
 
 
Joe: The best part of the judging process is interviewing the teams and chatting with them in the pit area.  
Almost all of the team members are eager to talk about their robots and their activities.  Sometimes rookie 
teams come into the interviews nervous and unsure about what they should say.  Helping them through the 
interview is rewarding, especially when you see the same team later in the season come into an interview 
poised and polished. 
 
The hardest part of the judging process is choosing winners for the awards.  There are always many teams 
deserving of various awards, so selecting winners is a challenging process.  The Judges take their responsibilities 
seriously and carefully weigh their decisions, often with vigorous discussion. 
 
 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~ 
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