
Section 12.2 

The Head REFEREE has the ultimate authority in the ARENA during the event, but may receive input 
from additional sources, e.g. Game Designers, FIRST personnel, FTA, and technical staff. The Head 
REFEREE rulings are final. No event personnel, including the Head REFEREE, will review video, photos, 
artistic renderings, etc. of any MATCH, from any source, under any circumstances. 
  
Section 12.2 goes on to specify: 
If a DRIVE TEAM needs clarification on a ruling or score, per C9, one (1) pre-college student from that 
DRIVE TEAM should address the Head REFEREE after the ARENA Reset Signal (e.g. FIELD lights turn 
green). A DRIVE TEAM member signals their desire to speak with the Head REFEREE by standing in the 
corresponding Red or Blue Question Box, which are located on the floor near each end of the scoring 
table. Depending on timing, the Head REFEREE may postpone any requested discussion until the end of 
the subsequent MATCH as necessary. 
  

The team can submit a question to the Team Q&A system, available at: https://frc-
qa.firstinspires.org/ and discussed in the game manual Section 1.8. As noted in section 1.8, “The Q&A is 
not a resource for rulings on hypothetical strategies or vague situations, challenging decisions made at 
past events, or design reviews of a ROBOT system for legality” but rather for “Questions about any 2019 
Game and Season Manual content and FIRST Robotics Competition Event Experience web page 
content.” As noted later in section 1.8, “The responses in the Q&A do not supersede the text in the 
manual, although every effort will be made to eliminate inconsistencies between the two. While responses 
provided in the Q&A may be used to aid discussion at each event, per Inspection & Eligibility Rules and 
REFEREE Interaction sections, REFEREES and Inspectors are the ultimate authority on rules.” 
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