
 

 
 
 

Janice Jones 
Chemistry Teacher, Park City High School 

2019 Excellent Educator 
 
How long have you been a teacher? How long in PCSD? 
After leaving the Air Force in 1985, I obtained my teaching credentials and my first teaching 
position in January 1987.  That’s 32 years.  I have been with PCSD since Sept 1999 so 20 years. 
 
Where did you go to college? Degree in? 
• BS and MA in Chemistry, Washington State University (plus lettered 4 years in basketball)   
• Completed teaching credentials at Midwestern State University  
• MEd, Educational Leadership and Policy, University of Utah 
 
What grades and subjects have you taught? 
I am endorsed in most of the disciplines of science and math, and over the years have taught 
many levels (general to AP) in Chemistry, Physics, Physics with Tech, Biology, Ecology, Geology, 
Algebra, Geometry and Trigonometry  

 
Kids/Family? 
Husband – Doug, fellow Air Force officer, Washingtonian and flyboy 
Son –Max who is a graduating senior and will be attending the University of Washington next 
year 
 
Who/what inspired you to be a teacher? 
My family is convinced that I always wanted to become a teacher, something about a drawing I 
did in first grade showing me teaching my siblings arithmetic.  I also believe it is something one 
is innately good at doing.  In high school I had a fabulous biology teacher who took us out into 
the elements to learn about everything from sea life to the restoration of land after a forest 
fire. The learning was in the experience and not just from a book.  
 
What does being honored as an Excellent Educator mean to you? 
It is a nice way to end a long career (I am retiring this year).  Educators generally are not given 
much recognition for the work that they accomplish or do on a daily basis.  For me it’s the 
“thank you” from the student as they walk out the classroom door, or the kid that comes in to 
show me this “cool” periodic table they found on the Internet.  I know I am good at what I do 
because of the number of students who continue to enroll in my classes, which are described as  



 

 
 
 
both very difficult and not required. It’s sweet frosting on the cake to be recognized by the 
community, my peers and the students. 
 
What things do you do to inspire students? Why do you think the students voted for you? 
I inspire students by being who I am and with a little showmanship.  It has been noted by 
students that I can be easily distracted and don’t always stay on topic.  What they don’t realize 
is it’s all a ploy to keep their attention.  Chemistry is all around us, and my life has had many run 
ins with chemistry.  The tales I tell are related to the lesson and the students stay tuned for fear 
of missing something.   
 
Plus, I have been fortunate to have many of these kids for 3 years, not many teachers have that 
opportunity.  I start with them in Honors Chem; they stay for AP Chem, then finally Organic and 
BioChem. Of the 22 students currently in BioChem, 10 of them are my ITA’s, meaning they help 
teach the general chem classes.  What I have learned over the years is that there has to be a 
mutual respect between students and teachers.  I believe these students will do everything 
they can to do well because they believe it will make me happy.  I also see the need to give 
them more freedom and responsibility as they age, just like with any child.   
 
How do the Excellent Educator awards impact teachers? 
The Excellent Educator awards help us celebrate each other and the work we do.  I have been 
very fortunate and really enjoy the teachers I work with, especially those on my floor.  My hope 
is that we all recognize each other for what we contribute, and I know I am being cheered on by 
my peers.  My success is due in a large part to the excellent education the students have 
received prior to entering my classroom.  The award should be a viewed as a reward for great 
teamwork. 
 
What value does PCEF bring to Park City students and teachers? 
Be it grants or awards, PCEF is part of our educational community.  The opportunity to be 
spotlighted as a teacher of distinction really reflects my part in this educational village.   


