
 
 
 
Real-World Work Experience Sets Park City Students up for Long-Term 

Success 
 
As the holiday season approaches, high school seniors across the country look ahead to their 
final semester. College applications have been submitted, leaving students anxiously waiting for 
news that will likely lay the groundwork for not only the next four years but the years and 
decades ahead. Most high school seniors, however, do not know “what they want to be when 
they grow up” because they have had little exposure to the vast range of available career paths. 
 
Park City High School administrators identified a critical need to better prepare students for 
success after high school.  In the 2012-2013 academic year, PCHS introduced Park City Center 
for Advanced Professional Studies (PCCAPS), a college and career readiness curriculum that 
gives students internship opportunities with local businesses and mentors. PCEF school grants 
play an important role in funding this dynamic and successful program. 
 
“We looked at five different career readiness programs but selected CAPS,” said Director of 
Career and Technology Education, Danny Fisher, “It breaks down the traditional four walls of 
the classroom and lets us bring the industry experience right to the students.” 
 
The program has grown and evolved with over 60 students a semester now participating. 
Students can choose between six different industry strands including Business Strategy, Digital 
Design, Engineering, Software Development, Teacher Education, and, new this year, Medical. 
Working with industry professionals, students gain exposure to the industry they are interested 
in and learn the fundamentals of what it means to work in these fields. 
 
“They are talking to professionals every day and learning how to communicate effectively. They 
are working independently against deadlines. It is giving them a chance to see what it’s like to 
actually work in a job they think they are interested in,” commented Jared Romero, PCCAPS 
teacher. “And sometimes students learn that a certain career path isn’t what they thought it 
would be, which in itself is a valuable learning experience.” 
 
The most impressive thing about the program is the students themselves. Students continue to 
show deep commitment to their projects, their mentors, and the organizations involved.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
“To actually have these clients coming to us to make a product that they want is amazing.  You 
have to put the time in to work with the client and then think about what they are expecting 
you to create. I just love having the real business experience of making something that people 
actually need,” says Remy Eichner, PCCAPS student in the Digital Media strand. 
 
Engagement by local businesses, including companies like Skullcandy and Pando Labs, and 
support by PCEF donors speaks not only to the success of the program but the commitment of 
the community to preparing the Park City’s next generation for success.  
 
Visit the PCCAPS website to learn more about this incredible program.  
 
Thank you PCEF donors for bringing this valuable learning opportunity to Park City students. 


