
             

   

From the Exalted Ruler’s Desk 

November Message to the Members of Corona Elks Lodge #2045  

By: Patrick McDowell, Exalted Ruler 

   

October Recap – A Month Full of Activity 

October was a month filled with excitement and accomplishment — and it marks the halfway 
point of this proud Exalted Ruler’s term! 

We kicked things off with International Night, where once again Ray and Joyce wowed everyone 
with their amazing culinary skills. It’s always a special night that reminds us how our members’ tal-
ents and creativity bring people together. 

   

Elks RV Rally – Record-Breaking Success 

October also brought the infamous Elks RV Rally, and I’m thrilled to report that Corona Lodge 
#2045 was among the largest groups in attendance — with 18 RVs and one cottage representing 
our lodge! 

Our team hosted the beloved Pig Races and Pig Auction, which became the single largest fundrais-

er of the event, raising a record-breaking $8,644 for Major Projects. We truly made history and set 

a new benchmark for next year’s rally. Let’s aim even higher in 2026! 
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DDGER Homecoming – A Night to Remember 

Later in the month, we celebrated District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler Jesse Vargas’ Homecom-
ing, and what an incredible evening it was! The entertainment was outstanding, and the First Lady 
and I were absolutely blown away. 

Jesse’s leadership continues to inspire — reflected in the rising number of members joining the Fi-
delity Club and the strong fundraising efforts for the Elks National Foundation (ENF). There’s still 
time to participate; if you’d like to contribute to the cause, please reach out to myself or Jesse Var-
gas. 

   

Halloween Fun at the Lodge 

We closed out the month with our Halloween Celebration. While fewer children attended than we 
hoped, the event was still filled with fun, laughter, and some very creative costumes! Thank you to 
everyone who joined in and helped make the evening a success — that’s the spirit that keeps our 
lodge strong. 

 ️  

Lodge Improvements – A Fresh New Look 

If you’ve visited the lodge recently, you’ve probably noticed progress on the social area (club room) 

renovation. The old carpet is gone, and work has begun to refresh the space. 

A heartfelt thank-you goes out to Mike Ransbury and Brad Area for leading the project, and to all 
those who volunteered to help with the flooring — your efforts are truly appreciated. The design 
decisions have been made, and we anticipate completion within the next couple of months. 

(continued on page 3) 
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 ️  

Remembering Estella Perez 

We continue to mourn the loss of our dear member Estella Perez. Please join us on November 
5th for the Lodge of Sorrow before the meeting in her honor. Let’s come together as a lodge 
family to remember and celebrate her life and contributions. 

   

Elk-A-Bility Spotlight & Officer of the Month 

This month we celebrate Elk-A-Bility, recognizing members who consistently go above and be-
yond. Congratulations to Debbie Tyner, our Elk of the Month, for always being there to lend a 
hand — often on very short notice. 

We’re also introducing a new tradition: recognizing an Officer of the Month. Our officers are 
held to high standards and often work quietly behind the scenes. November’s Officer of the 
Month is Brian Ratliff, whose leadership and dedication were instrumental in making the 
DDGER Homecoming such a success. Congratulations, Brian!  

   

November Food Drive – “When No One Else Can, the Elks Will” 

As we move into the holiday season, November will be our Food Drive Month. A collection box 
will be placed near the office door for non-perishable food donations, which will go to the Set-
tlement House to support local families in need. 

With many struggling during this time of reduced assistance, your contributions can make a re-
al difference. Please bring what you can — because when no one else can, the Elks will. 

   

Closing Thoughts 

May we all continue to serve with purpose, inspire with passion, and motivate for change. 

God bless you all, and God bless this Lodge. 

Fraternally,  

Patrick McDowell, Exalted Ruler, Corona Elks Lodge #2045  
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ELKS OF THE MONTHS 
2025-2026  ELK YEAR 

April - Tina Dean 
May — Cindy Henrichs Moore 

June — Ron Anderson 
July—Richard Paul 
August— Robert Tye 

September—James Willingham  
October—Bread Area 

November—Debbie Tyner 



OFFICER OF THE MONTHS 
2025-2026  ELK YEAR 

November—Brian Ratliff, PER 
 



2025/2026 ELECTED OFFICERS  

  

¨ EXALTED RULER: PATRICK MCDOWELL 

¨ LEADING KNIGHT: RASHELL TYE 

¨ LOYAL KNIGHT: ROBERT TYE 

¨ LECTURING KNIGHT:  DEBRA TYNER 

¨ SECRETARY: KELLI JOSE 

¨ TREASURER: KAREN DILLON 

¨ 5 YR TRUSTEE: RON ANDERSON, PER 

¨ 4 YR TRUSTEE: JESSE VARGAS, PER 

¨ 3 YR TRUSTEE: JASON SCOTT 

¨ 2 YR TRUSTEE:  AMELIA NIEVES, PER 

¨ 1 YR TRUSTEE: ALAN SRUTOWSKI 

  

APPOINTED POSITIONS 

  

¨ ESQUIRE: BRIAN RATLIFF, PER 

¨ CHAPLAIN: JAMES WILLINGHAM 

¨ INNER GUARD: TOMMY LAMM 

¨ TILER: JARED CALSING 

¨ ORGANIST: PATRICK AKES, PER 



912 E. Sixth  Street  
Corona, CA 92879 

Email: Elks2045@dslextreme.com 
Office: 951-734-3090 
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2022-2023 

Brad Area (3)  

2023-2024 

Amelia Nieves 

2024-2025 

Amelia Nieves 
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¨ EXALTED RULER: PATRICK MCDOWELL 

¨ LEADING KNIGHT: RASHELL TYE 

¨ LOYAL KNIGHT: ROBERT TYE 

¨ LECTURING KNIGHT:  DEBBIE TYNER 

¨ SECRETARY: KELLI JOSE 

¨ TREASURER: KAREN DILLON 

¨ 5 YR TRUSTEE: RON ANDERSON, PER 

¨ 4 YR TRUSTEE: JESSE VARGAS, PER 

¨ 3 YR TRUSTEE: JASON SCOTT 

¨ 2 YR TRUSTEE: AMELIA NIEVES, PER 
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¨ ORGANIST: PATRICK AKES, PER 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

FIRST LADY MELINDA  MCDOWELL 

BAR MANAGER: DEBBIE MORETTINI 

KITCHEN MANAGER: JERRY DEAN 







BIRTHDAY  

 NOVEMBER DRINK COUPON 
 

Member Name 

___________________________ 

Member # 

___________________________ 

Coupon good for Free 

                 Well, Wine or Beer 

Paula Munoz 11 01 

Thomas Rogers 11 01 

Art Hernandez 11 02 

Linda Neely 11 05 

Brian Cervantes 11 06 

Dustin Byrne 11 07 

Gary Lewis 11 07 

Robert Flores 11 08 

Jason Bonilla 11 12 

Stephen Gruber 11 13 

Steve Sartain 11 13 

John Hayes 11 15 

Sophia  Betancourt 11 16 

Sheila Rasmussen 11 17 

Rex Bullock 11 18 

Daniel Frilot 11 19 

Karen Worden 11 20 

Diane Vera 11 21 

Joe Wines 11 21 

Michael Geiser 11 23 

Ronald Whitlock 11 23 

David Kenney 11 24 

Juan Phillips 11 24 

Carrie Thomas 11 24 

Edward Garland 11 25 

Paul Miramontez 11 26 

Quinten Thompson 11 29 

C Johnson 11 30 

Karen Scott 11 30 























Contact  
Patrick McDowell 626-391-9333 

 Or email the lodge 
Elks2045@dslextreme.com 
Sign up on the Whiteboard 



25/26 MEMBERSHIP 

STARTING 4/1/25  402 

INITIATED 18 

AFFIL IATED 0 

REINSTATED 3 

TRANSFERRD OUT 2 

DEATHS 3 

TOTAL MEMBERS 418 

42 DELINQUENTS 



Can you Be The Difference in the most important 
program in our Order, the Elks National Foundation? 
Our goal for the 2025–2026 fraternal year is $5.15 
per Member—the monetary support we provide 
makes the Foundation’s work possible. This year, the 
Foundation has an approved budget of $48.2 million 

to make a difference in the U.S., including $18 million for Lodge Community Invest-
ments Program grants. This grant program allows our Lodges to do more for your 
communities. I also encourage all Lodges to seriously consider forming an ENF com-
mittee to educate themselves on the various grants to assist their communities. You 
can make an impact, and when united with our fellow Elks across the nation, we can 
Be The Difference. Also, make use of the fundraising program through the Founda-
tion’s Fidelity Club. Any Member can sign up at elks.org to make automatic recur-
ring donations for as little as $5 per month. I encourage you to consider joining. This 
is once again a way for you to show your communities that “Elks Care— Elks Share.” 
Another important program we must focus our attention on is Red Ribbon Week. 
This is our nation’s oldest and largest drug prevention program, held annually from 
October 23-31. There are many ways to celebrate. Have your local elected officials 
issue a proclamation declaring Red Ribbon Week. Pass out red ribbons to your local 
school administrators, government officials, and members of law enforcement.  
When we wear a red ribbon, it means we are looking to take a stand against the hor-
rible ramifications that drugs can have on our communities. Standing together will 
have a positive impact on the citizens where you live. The Elks will always lead the 
charge against the devastation that drugs have on families. By now, school is in full 
swing. It’s a good time to introduce the Americanism Essay Contest to your local 
schools. The deadline for submissions is mid-December. There is complete essay in-
formation on the Elks website in the GL Fraternal Committee section under Forms 
and Contests. It’s time to let our youth express themselves about respecting patriot-
ism and our country’s heritage. Students who win the essay contest should be recog-
nized by your Local Lodge. Hold an event for them and give these students recogni-
tion certificates to administer to the schools. I am always amazed at the wisdom and 
knowledge that students can express. All Americans would benefit from reading these 

essays. In closing, Be The Difference by promoting “Elks Care—Elks Share.”  



ELKS.ORG/PAYONLINE 

SELECT, THEN GO TO MAKE A QUICK PAYMENT  

SEARCH CORONA ELKS  


