CHAMBER

JUNE 01 | Candidate Runoff Forum

06& JUNE 03 | Health & Wellness Seminar
JUNE 09 | Small Business Seminar

07 JUNE 11 | South Hall Business Coalition
JUNE 18 | Business After Hours

2026 |
JULY 01 | Health & Wellness Seminar

Annual Business Awards

JULY 14 | Small Business Seminar

Greater Hall Chamber Chairman Tim McDonald, Lanier Technical College,
presented Doug Carter, Don Carter Realty, with the 2026 W.G. Mealor
Chairman’s Award at the Chamber’s 118th Annual Meeting & Gala at The

Boathouse at Lake Lanier Olympic Park on May 7th.
Monday, June 1

Gainesville Civic Center
Chattahoochee Room

Candidate Runoff Forum

5:30 pm Doors Open | 6:00 pm Program
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Runoff Election | Hall County Commission
Districts 1 & 3

Sponsored by ] \(K ON

ELECTRIC MEMBERSHIP F CORPORATION®

Meet the Runoff Candidates! The Greater Hall Chamber is hosting
a forum on June 1 with discussion from candidates running for the
Hall County Board of Commissioners, District 1 & 3. Details: Anna
Hester, 770-532-6206 x 104, or email, anna@ghcc.com

'.'/{'.\ Greater Hall Chamber President & CEO Tim Evans presented Glennis
Barnes, Georgia Power, with the Distinguished Citizen Award. See page 2
G’R E AT ER HAL L for more 118th Annual Meeting & Gala highlights and Greater Hall Chamber

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE Business Award Recipients.
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Small Business of the Year
Murray Plastics

Chamber President & CEO Tim Evans presents the Small Business of the Year Award to
Bill Hall, CEO of Murray Plastics, a custom plastic injection molding company known for
precision, innovation and quality. Founded in Gainesville in 1998, the experienced team
at Murray Plastics creates intricate plastic components using advanced injection molding
techniques and consistently delivers excellence to meet diverse client needs. Their sta-
ple product - reels - are used in packaging electronic components. Bill and his team of
30 experts strive to promote manufacturing in America and in Georgia specifically. They
are active supporters of the Greater Hall Chamber, particularly the Industry Roundtable,
and are recipients of the Chamber Industry of the Year Award, as well as the Workforce
Development Recognition Award. Bill is a founding member of the Workforce Develop-
ment Council and advocates for the advancement of existing employees through com-
pletion of Lanier Technical College’s 2-year apprenticeship program, as well as offering
work-based learning for high school juniors and seniors. murrayplastics.com

Family Business of the Year
LaserCraft Technologies

Chamber Chairman Tim McDonald, Lanier Technical College, presents the Family Busi-
ness of the Year Award to Rodney Greene, founder and CEO of LaserCraft Technologies,
a major player in custom metal fabrication and machining, specializing in high-precision
work for various industries like agriculture, mining, food service, and power transmission.
LaserCraft has grown from a one-man show to a powerhouse of 130 employees. They
combine an experienced workforce with cutting-edge technology to produce unparal-
leled fabrication of carbon steel, stainless steel, and aluminum parts for a wide range
of industrial clients. Rodney is a long-time Chamber supporter, serving on the Industry
Roundtable and with community service as a focus, formed an invaluable alliance with
the Georgia Mountain Food Bank in 2013. He has assisted with the implementation

of several programs including food delivery across Northeast Georgia, sponsoring the
annual Empty Bowl Luncheon since 2020, and raising awareness and funds for the food
bank’'s LET'S GROW expansion campaign that is now underway. laser-craft.com

Community Service Award
Georgia Mountain Food Bank

Board Chair Steven Ellis, Big Sky Electrical, Rebecca Thurman and
Phil Dennis of the Georgia Mountain Food Bank (GMFB), an affiliate
of Feeding America that provides a vital link between sources of food
supplies and the 60+ community-based partner agencies who help get
the food into the hands of those in need. In 2025, the GMFB served
88,000 people and provided 8.5 million meals. Since 2008, the food
bank has distributed over 94 million pounds of food to our community.
Serving a five-county area, distribution comes through a partnership
with the Atlanta Community Food Bank and goods donated locally from
retailers, manufacturers, distributors and food drives. Volunteers and
advocates are the backbone of the operation. It takes a community to
feed the 1 in 8 food insecure people in our area. GMFB is committed
to engaging and inspiring the community to end hunger by connecting
residents, businesses, and organizations and fostering a strong sense
of shared responsibility and compassion. gamountainfoodbank.org



https://www.murrayplastics.com/
https://www.laser-craft.com/
https://www.gamountainfoodbank.org/

Programs & Events

South Hall Business Coalition

Mimaki USA, a global leader in innovative digital printing and cutting
technology, hosted the Chamber’s South Hall Business Coalition in May
and provided a tour of the warehouse. (L-R) Josh Hollum, TaxCredible;

Kelli Kochs, TaxCredible; Brad Gooch and Craig Sullivan, Lawson Air
Conditioning & Plumbing; Priscilla Pocock, First Citizens Bank. Founded in
Japan in 1975, Mimaki develops advanced solutions for industries including
sign graphics, textiles, industrial printing, and 3D manufacturing, serving
customers in more than 150 countries. Don’t miss the upcoming meeting
onJune 11 at Northeast Georgia Medical Center Braselton with an update
from Angela Gary, Vice President & Chief Nursing Officer.

South Hall Business Coalition
Thursday, June 11
9:00 am - 10:00 am

Northeast Georgia Medical Center Braselton
1400 River Place | Braselton

Y Join Angela Gary,
w4 . ;
=S VP & Chief Nursing

Northeast Georgia  Officer at Northeast
Medical Center  Georgia Medical

R Center Braselton, a
236-bed hospital that provides exception-
al healthcare to Braselton and surround-
ing communities. Hear about services
offered while enjoying breakfast from the
popular Cafe 1400. NGHS.com

Angela Gary, CNO

$8 Chamber Member | $15 Non-Member | Light Breakfast
Ellie Cardin, 770-532-6206 x 115. Email Ellie
The South Hall Business Coalition is sponsored by AccessWDUN,

CertaPro Painters of Northeast Georgia, King’s Hawaiian, North-
east Georgia Medical Center Braselton and Signs by Tomorrow.

Sermavica, LLC Staffing Agency
Small Business of the Month
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Sermavica, LLC is the Small Business of the Month. (L-R) Casey Crowe,
Sales Marketing Coordinator; Milennys Kight, HR Manager; Marisela Brito,
Vice President; Jose Bauza, President; Roxana Ceron, Accounting Manager;
Jormary Torres, Administrative Assistant; Ruber Franco, IT Manager.

Sermavica, LLC is Gainesville’s trusted bilingual staffing partner,
connecting local manufacturers and production plants with reliable,
skilled talent. Founded over 20 years ago in Venezuela, the family
owned company relocated to the U.S. in 2018 and has become a
go-to staffing agency for businesses throughout Hall County. Deeply
committed to its people and the community, Sermavica regularly
hosts employee appreciation events, and owner Marisela Brito
offers free business workshops to help Hispanic entrepreneurs
succeed. Sermavica recently surpassed three years as a valued
Greater Hall Chamber member. sermavicallc.com

Small Business Development

Greater Hall Chamber Small Business Seminar led by Jack Enter. (L-R)
Steve Naughton, Small Business Chair; Jake Hansen and Jared Bostrom,
Burnette Insurance; Joseph Mezzanotte, City of Flowery Branch; Jack
Enter, Jack Enter & Associates; Phil Dennis, Georgia Mountain Food Bank;
Marsha Hopkins, Hopkins & Associates; Felipe Darquea, Chamber.
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Meetings & Events

Annual Transportation Forum
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Over 250 attended the Chamber’s Annual Transportation Forum at Lanier Technical College in May
featuring Commissioner Russell McMurry, Georgia Department of Transportation. (L-R) Tim Evans,
Chamber; Brian Rochester, DCCM (event sponsor); Jason Dykes, District Engineer, GDOT; Commis-
sioner Russell McMurry, GDOT; Chamber Chairman Tim McDonald, Lanier Technical College; Steve
Syfan, Syfan Logistics, and Neal Booth, Pinnacle Bank (event sponsors).

Residential Beautification Award

The Greater Hall Chamber R e
Beautification Committee
announces the recipient

of the 2026 Residential
Beautification Award,
selected from various areas
of Gainesville-Hall County.
Award nominations are

made by neighbors and e e R L

. - B Fnlmnrn TR -
friends and selected by o ' BREE] ST JaChs o [
members of the Chamber’s e 0 _ *E; g

Beautification Committee.
The home of Nathan and
Katie Crumley at 1328
Burns Drive in Gainesville is
the award recipient. Danny
Syfan of Syfan Landscape Center led the original landscape design, with installation by Living Arts
Landscapes several years ago. Today, the grounds are thoughtfully maintained by Nathan, who enjoys
working in the yard in his spare time, while Katie oversees the planters and smaller garden beds. Since
purchasing the home in 2018, the couple has completed several house renovations and additions;
however, they both agree that Syfan’s landscape design has had the most transformative impact,
significantly enhancing the property’s overall curb appeal. For more information on Annual Residential
or Business Beautification Awards, contact Robin Halstead, Chamber Vice President of Community
Development, 770-532-6206. Email: rhalstead@ghcc.com

JUNE / JULY 2026

Wednesday, June 3
Healthcare & Wellness Seminar
9:00-10:00 am | Chamber or via Zoom

Friday, June 5
Network Over Coffee
9:00-10:00 am | Groome Transportation

Tuesday, June 9

Small Business Seminar
8:15 - 8:30 am Networking
8:30-9:30 am Program
Chamber or via Zoom

Wednesday, June 10
Human Resource Council
11:45am- 1:00 pm

Thursday, June 11

South Hall Business Coalition

9:00 am - 10:00 am

Northeast Georgia Medical Center Braselton

Tuesday, June 16
Vision 2030 Board of Directors
11:30 am - 1:00 pm | Chamber

Wednesday, June 17
Issues Committee
9:00 - 10:00 am | Chamber

Thursday, June 18
Executive Committee
12:00 pm | Chamber

Thursday, June 18

Business After Hours
5:00-7:00 pm | The Vault
Marriott Courtyard Gainesville

Friday, June 19
Network Over Coffee
9:00-10:00 am | Prose Gainesville

Thursday, June 25
Chamber Board of Directors
12:00-1:30 pm | Gainesville Civic Center

Wednesday, July 1
Healthcare & Wellness Seminar
9:00-10:00 am | Chamber or via Zoom

Tuesday, July 14

Small Business Seminar
8:15 - 8:30 am Networking
8:30-9:30 am Program
Chamber or via Zoom
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Membership

Welcome New Members

ABB Motors & Mechanical
Terry Spicer
(678)947-7350
baldor.com

Askew and Sons
Austin Askew
(251)490-1136
askew-sonsllc.com

Atlanta Dragon Boat Festival
Tracy Barth

(678)316-5031
dragonboatatlanta.com

Cornerstone Caregiving
Taylor Royal
(470)354-1114
cornerstonecaregiving.com

Fairway Home Mortgage
Jen Gainey
(256) 694-5032

jengaineyfairway.com

Hall County Farmer’s Market
Lynn Pimenta
hallcountyfarmersmarket.org

Helping Hands Insurance
Hayley Rogers
(470)470-8526
helpinghandsinsured.com

James Longstreet Museum at
the Historic Piedmont Hotel
Jeff Pierce

(770)539-9005

longstreetsociety.org

Nomadic Pursuits
Douglas Whittington
(727)773-7519

Patterson Bookkeeping
Services

Eugene Patterson
(708)510-8803

pattersonbookkeepingservices.

com

Phoenix Senior Living at
Braselton

Cynthia Archer
(678)940-1181
phoenixseniorliving.com

Rehab Lab Atlanta
TylerBensz
(470)208-2980
rehablabatlanta.com

Travelmation

John Whitmire
(470)775-8773
whitmiretravel.com

TTL, Inc.
Jennifer Harper
(205) 345-0816
ttlusa.com

Waterside at Lake Lanier
Jillian Maharry
(470)622-2260
watersidelakelanier.com

Thank you Livano
Limestone Springs for
hosting an outstand-
ing networking event
atthe May Business
After Hours. Douglas
Whittington, Nomadic
Pursuits (left), and

Phil Dennis, Georgia
Mountain Food Bank,
atthe event. Join us for
Business After Hours
on Thursday, June 18
(5-7pm) at The Vault at
Courtyard Gainesville
and connect with local
business professionals
while enjoying great
food, drinks and lively
conversation.

Sponsorship
Opportunities

Thursday, SEPTEMBER 10, 2026

Fall Job Fair & Career Expo

10am - 2:00 pm | Gainesville Civic Center
PLATINUM - $2,250

GOLD - $1,500 | SILVER - $1,000

Thursday, OCTOBER 1, 2026
HealthSmart Wellness Expo

7:30am - 1:30pm | Gainesville Civic Center
PLATINUM - $4,000 | GOLD - $3,000
EXHIBITOR LUNCH - $2,500

SILVER - $2,000 | BRONZE - $1,000

Wednesday, NOVEMBER 18, 2026

Industry Appreciation Lunch

11:30am - 1:00pm | Lanier Technical College
PLATINUM - $5,000 | GOLD - $2,500
SILVER - $2,000 | BRONZE - $1,000

TABLE - $500

Small Business Seminars
Annual Sponsor Fee - $1,600 (6 max)

South Hall Business Coalition
Annual Sponsor Fee - $1,500 (6 max)

Business After Hours
Sponsorship - $700 per event

Business Before Hours
Sponsorship - $350 per event

Leadership Hall County
Graduation - $1,500 | Bus - $1,750
Lunch - $1,000 | Program - $900
Breakfast - $600 | Snack - $300

Youth Leadership Hall County
Graduation - $1,500 | Lunch - $1,000
Program - $900 | Breakfast - $600
Snack - $300

Chamber Board Meeting
Lunch Sponsor Fee - $1,000

New Member Breakfasts
Sponsorship - $500 per event

Vision 2030 Next Gen
Annual Sponsorship Fee - $500

INFO: Ellie Cardin, 770-532-6206 x 115
Email: ecardin@ghcc.com
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Education & Leadership

Leadership Hall Class of 2027

Founded in 1982, the Greater Hall Chamber’s Leadership Hall County (LHC) program educates emerging and existing leaders to be integral
players in the future of our community. Since its inception, 1,164 men and women representing our diversity have completed this program
and taken their place as leaders in the community. Through a series of sessions combining lectures and tours, participants learn about such
topics as Economic Development, Public Safety, Government, Tourism, Education, Healthcare, Social Services, Agriculture and Quality of Life.

Jodi Abercrombie - SGL Wealth Management

Kindle Bales - Candler Real Estate Group

Brittany Bonds - Brittany Bonds Dentistry for Families
Crystal Brown - Gainesville City Schools

Cammie Carter - Hall County Board of Education
Andy Carter - HCB Construction

Ellie Cartwright - United Way of Hall County
Margaret Christie - Ronald F. Chicken & Associates
Emilie Cisco - The Norton Agency

Brett Copeland - McKibbon Development

Phil Dennis - Georgia Mountain Food Bank

Webster Francois - Northeast Georgia Health System
John Gentry Jr. - Hall County Board of Commissioners
Tyler Grabau - Norton Commercial Acreage Group
Chad Gray - Eagle Ranch

Jacob Hansen - Burnette Insurance

Michael Harden Jr. - Free Chapel

Timothy Hopkins - Keller Williams Realty

Ryan Jackson - Greater Hall Chamber of Commerce
Brandon Knox - University of North Georgia

Leadership Hall County 2026 Class Members at INK (Interactive Neighborhood for Kids)
in Oakwood as part of the Quality of Life Day. The class also visited the Atlanta Botanical

Bobbi Larson - University of North Georgia

Zack Loggins - Runners Fit / Big Peach Running Co. Braselton
GG Mack - GG Mack Luxe Travel

Bryan Majors - Gainesville Police Department
Aaron Mann - Fellowship of Christian Athletes
Kelsey Marcero - Lakeview Academy

Kate Mattison - City of Gainesville

William Merritt - Rushton

Christian Mims - Georgia Mountains YMCA
Thomas Murphy - Lanier Technical College

Melvin McConnell - Hall County Sheriff's Office
Paul Needham - Northeast Georgia Health System
Brad Odom - Carroll Daniel

Graham Page - Lawson Air Conditioning & Plumbing
Hannah Price - Turner & Townsend Heery

Knox Roberts - Crown Packaging

Devon Terry - Riverside Roofing

Blakely Tipton - Jacobs Media

Abigail Wall - Morton, Vardeman & Carlson

Sam West - Georgia General Assembly

.

The Leadership Hall 2026 Class rode the
Gainesville Trolley as part of the Gainesville-
Gardens Gainesville, The Quinlan, and the Georgia Mountains YMCA as part of the program. Hall County History Day program.



Ribbon Cuttings

Peachtree Immediate Care
of Gainesville provides urgent
care services as an affordable
alternative to the emergency
room. Open seven days a
week from 8am-8pm, the cen-
ter offers appointments and
walk-in patients and accepts
over 40 insurance plans.
Located in the former Guil-
ford Immediate Care space
between Extra Space Storage
and the Original Mattress
Factory at 1080 Dawson-

ville Highway in Gainesville.
peachtreemed.com

The Porch on Main by Discover Lake Lanier

Peachtree Immediate Care
i PEACHTREE
TECARE

i

Anisleidy Delgado, Area Clinical Trainer; Andrea Cryder, Sr Regional Operations Director; Alejandra Lerma, PA, Gainesville Anchor
Provider; Kris Manlove-Simmons, MD, Regional Medical Director; Emma Huddleston, Area Operations Manager; Danielle Spruill,
Area Patient Services Trainer; Jordyn Wilson, Area Clinical Coordinator; Lynn Bouie, Sr Occupational Health Account Manager; Susan
Mimnaugh, Chief HR Officer; Troy Steckler, COO; Al Segel, Director of Construction; Princess Newborn, SHRM, VP of HR.

Madison Mahoney, Discover Lake Lanier; Christina
Cave, Hall County Parks & Leisure; BR White, City of
Oakwood; Brittany Reed, Discover Lake Lanier; Jes-
sica Miller, Hampton Inn Flowery Branch; Charles
Burton, Lanier Islands Development Authority; Sta-
cey Dickson and Jennifer Norman, Discover Lake
Lanier; Oliver McClellan, Mayor, Flowery Branch;
Billy Powell, Hall County Commissioner; Renee
Carden, City of Flowery Branch; Charles Vanderbilt;
Flowery Branch City Council, celebrate the opening
of The Porch On Main in Flowery Branch, a tourism
development project led by Discover Lake Lanier.
This project combines small local businesses,
community engagement and Georgia Grown/Georgia
Made products along with tourism information and
visitor services, for a fun, interactive and truly South-
ern experience. Learn more at visittheporch.com

Chelsea Sunshine, Alejandra Estes, Danny McArthur, Sabri-
na Thornton, Grace Reed, Gianna Willcox, Jonah Clawson,
Mike Novak, Stacey Smith, Susan Andrews, Jessica Collins,
John Chambliss, Stephanie Woody, Jacqueline Wildes, Da-
vid Strickland, Charlotte Atkins, Devin Cantel and Lia Vue
gather to cut a ribbon at Pressworks Work Club, Gainesville’s
newest coworking space, offering 100 flexible workspaces and
six private offices for remote workers, freelancers, and small
business owners across Hall, Forsyth, and Dawson counties.
Located at 345 Green Street, the space was designed for pro-
fessionals who want the structure and community of an office
without the overhead of a long-term lease. Members have ac-
cess to a conference room, podcast studio, and private phone
booths along with fast wifi, unlimited coffee and parking.
Founding memberships are available at pressworkswc.com.
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Ribbon Cuttings

Boot Barn

Soloman Riley, Keyholder, LA i
Heather Hodgkins, Store = ‘ e @ ) S e > | (Y 54
Manager, and Megan Harp- ' ' ] ' . 1 -~}
er, Assistant Manager, cut a
ribbon at Boot Barn’s new
location at 834 Dawsonville
Highway in Gainesville. The
team is excited to relocate
into a much needed, bigger
space. This transformation
allows customers and the
community to receive the
true Boot Barn experience

- Turning America Cowboy,
one handshake at a time!
bootbarn.com

Qwik Pack & Ship of Flowery Branch
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Yazmine Almodovar, Assistant
Store Manager; Chris Caldwell,
President & Owner, and Amiee
Caldwell, Owner & Store Manager,
cut a ribbon at Qwik Pack & Ship of
Flowery Branch. Located at 4009
Winder Highway, Qwik Pack & Ship

is your go-to resource for packing,
shipping, printing and business
service needs. Featured products
and services include large format
printing, poster and banner printing,
blueprints printing, passport expe-
diting and mailbox rentals (on-site or
virtual). gwikpackshipusa.com
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Community members cut a ribbon at Wellroot Family
Services: Janet Walden, DStrategic Initiatives North
Georgia; Lee Highsmith, North Georgia United Method-

ist Church District; Phillippa Moss, Community Service
Center; Allison Ashe, Wellroot CEO, Christina Lennon,
Chief Strategy & Innovation Officer; SarTaj Bush, Director of
Program Operations; Mary Vincent, Senior VP Programs;
Brittany Rouse, Program Manager of Healthy Fami-

lies. Located at 430 Prior Street in Gainesville, Wellroot,
formerly The United Methodist Children’s Home, is one of
Georgia’s longest-serving child welfare organizations. For
over 150 years, Wellroot has provided homes for children,
teens, young adults, and families. Trauma informed and
evidence-based programs are designed to keep families
together whenever possible, provide short-term foster fami-
lies, and offer housing and support to families. wellroot.org
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Member News

Peach State Merges with United Community
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(L-R) Jack Keener, Ron Quinn, Stewart Teaver, Mitch Ralston.

Peach State Bank is merging with United Community Bank, to expand
services and locations further across the region. United Community Banks
announced the acquisition on April 21 in a $100 million merger that cata-
pults United into Hall County’s No. 1 bank in deposit share. Together, the
two banks currently hold approximately 26 percent of customer deposits

in Hall County. Peach State Bank president Ron Quinn has been named
chairman of United Community Bank-Hall County. He will be working closely
on transition plans with Jack Keener, United’s state president for North
Georgia, and Mitch Ralston, president of United’s Hall County bank.

The Georgia Trust for His-
toric Preservation recog-
nized the Walton Jack-
son Building as a 2026
Excellence in Rehabilita-
tion Project. The project in
Historic Downtown Gaines-
ville showcases how thoughtful investment and careful design can return
historic buildings to active use while preserving their historic features.
Constructed in the 1930’s, the building is a distinctive Art Deco struc-
ture. Excellence in Rehabilitation Awards recognize projects that make
compatible use of a building through repair, alterations or additions while
preserving features of the property that convey its historic value.

Robb Williams, Director of Strate-
gic Growth at Corporate Storage,

foﬂ::.. T e @A E  a3PLprovider for food additives
o® and food packaging industries, an-

nounced the company earned the
Safe Quality Food (SQF) Certification with an “Excellent” rating. Two Hall
County facilities, located near the Gainesville Inland Port, have maintained
an “Excellent” rating for six consecutive years. Williams noted that SQF is
a rigorous, ongoing process and maintaining these high standards demon-
strates to customers that their products are in the safest possible hands
when managed by Corporate Storage. Headquartered in Gainesville, Cor-
porate Storage has over 900,000 square feet of warehouse space across
North Georgia and Dallas-Fort Worth. corporate-storage.com

 Hall County Fire Rescue (HCFR) earned top honors by
the Georgia Firefighters Burn Foundation for rais-

ing the most money statewide during the foundation’s
annual “Give Burns the Boot” campaign. HCFR collected
$63,493 at various locations across Hall County, with
firefighters stationed at roadways and intersections, col-
lecting donations in a fire boot from passing motorists.
Every dollar donated goes directly to the Georgia Fire-
fighters Burn Foundation, which provides aid to burn
survivors, supports burn centers, promotes fire and life
safety education and funds Camp Oo-U-La, a life-chang-
ing summer camp for children ages 7 to 17 who have
experienced burn injuries. hallcounty.org

* Running a business comes with plenty of questions,
and the team at the UGA Small Business Development
Center can help you find the answers - whether you
need guidance, training or a sounding board for your next
idea. Upcoming Live Webinars: Marketing After Hours:
Al & Automation, Tuesday, June 2 at 6pm ($29); Export-
ing Essentials: Master the Basics of Exporting, Friday,
June 5 at 9:30am ($79); Cyber Breaches & Insurance:
Can Your Business Survive?, Monday, June 15 at 10am
($39). Learn more and register at georgiaSBDC.org.

* The Wisdom Project is seeking nominations for the
Wisdom Project 2030 Community Leadership Award
to recognize those in our community whose ideas, service
and commitment are strengthening our community.

The Wisdom Project began as a Vision 2030 initiative,
developed by the Greater Hall Chamber and Brenau
University’s Center for Lifetime Study. Wisdom Project
2030 has become an independent organization prepar-
ing individuals age 55 and wiser to use their wisdom and
talents in creative ways through action and advocacy.
Know of a 55+ community leader making a difference in
Gainesville-Hall County? Request more information at
info@WisdomProject2030.org.

¢ The Georgia Department of Labor announced

that the Gainesville Metropolitan Statistical Area saw
record-breaking labor force and employment gains in
March 2026, with an unemployment rate of 2.8%, down
two-tenths over the previous month. A year ago, the rate
was 2.8%. The labor force in Gainesville increased by
414 over the past month and 1,494 over the year,to a
record-breaking 111,689. Gainesville finished the month
with 108,547 employed residents, an all-time high. That
number increased by 600 over the month and 1,455
from the same time a year ago. Gainesville ended March
with 109,400 jobs. That number was unchanged from
the previous month and up 900 from the same time last
year. Click to read the recent Hall Area Labor Profile.
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Small Business

Upcoming Seminars

Tuesday, June 9

8:15-8:30 am: Networking
8:30-9:30 am: Program

In Person at the Chamber or via Zoom

“Navigating Succession Planing”

Marie Davis
Georgia Center for
Employee Ownership

Join Marie Davis, Executive Director of the
Georgia Center for Employee Ownership,
for discussion on navigating succession
planning with an ownership mindset.
Looking at culture in business is a critical
component of long-term success, espe-
cially when considering transitions like
succession planning. Every company has
a culture, and a good one boots profit-
ability, reduces turnover and fosters inno-
vation. GACEO serves as the central hub
for information and resources regarding
transitioning Georgia businesses to an
employee ownership model. gaceo.org

Tuesday, July 14

8:15- 8:30 am: Networking
8:30-9:30 am: Program

In Person at the Chamber or via Zoom

“Building a Business that Outlasts You”

Iy

Tess Helmandollar
The Coghnitive Creative &
Growth Pro Partners

In this talk, Tess Helmandollar, founder
of The Cognitive Creative and Growth Pro
Partners, breaks down the 10 Pillars of
Transferable Value from her book, The
Legacy Link, revealing what actually
makes a business scalable, sustainable
and sellable. She’ll challenge the way you
think about growth, leadership, and con-
trol, and introduce new concepts from
her upcoming work, Toxic Grace, that
exposes the hidden habits quietly holding
businesses back. Learn how to build a
business that works for you, and outlasts
you. thecognitivecreative.com

Small Business Seminars are sponsored by
AccessWDUN | Anderson Computer Network Services | Caldwell Electrical Contractors
Cochran Brothers Electric | Gainesville Mechanical | Small Business Access Partners

No Charge for Chamber Members
INFO: Felipe Darquea, 770-532-6206 x 111, Email Felipe

Become a Chamber CERTIFIED Small
Business Partner by participating in six
(6) Small Business Seminars in a year.

CONTACT US

770-532-6206

. Christen Wilbanks
VP, Member Operations
Email Christen

Marissa Maynor
VP, Membership Sales
Email Marissa

CERTIFIED Partners Receive

¢ Certificate of Completion I Ellie Cardin Robin Halstead
* Certified Small Business Door Decal VP, Events VP, Community Dev
Email Ellie Email Robin

* Recognition at a Chamber Board Meeting
* Feature in the Business Link magazine

To learn more, contact Felipe Darquea
770-532-6206 x 111

Email Felipe

GOT NEWS? Email Kemie West, kwest@ghcc.com

GREATERHALLCHAMBER.COM
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