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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

July 10, 2018 

 

ICA TO HOST INFORMATION MEETING ON SPONSORING BVOR REFUGEES 
How You Can Assist Some of the Most Vulnerable Refugees 

 
The Inter-Cultural Association of Greater Victoria invites all those concerned about the global refugee situation to 

attend the upcoming information event entitled, Responding to the Refugee Crisis, on 21 July.  

This overview of the refugee situation will specifically address the needs of the BVOR (Blended Visa Office-

Referred) refugee group – the group referred by the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) who have arguably the 

greatest need for resettlement. For all who are curious about refugee sponsorship but don’t know where to start, 

or who simply want to learn more about what sponsorship entails and how it helps refugees, this is an excellent 

event to get many of your questions answered.    

The information provided will allow people of many different ages and circumstances to assist in a way that 

matches their time, talents and capacities. Attendees will hear from a variety of knowledgeable people who will 

then be available for a “small tables” session, allowing the questions of all participants to be answered.  

Speakers will include: 

• Aviva Basman, Senior Legal Officer and Head of Protection for UNHCR Canada. 

• Mohammed Alsaleh, former refugee, TED Talk speaker and trainer for the Refugee Sponsorship 

Training Program. 

• Panel of local Refugee Sponsors  

Date:  Saturday, 21 July 2018 

Time:  1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

Venue:  Cadboro Bay United Church, 2625 Arbutus Rd. 

Cost:  FREE. Refreshments will be provided.  

To allow an estimate of the number of participants, please register at this Eventbrite link. 

Sabine Lehr 

Private Sponsorship of Refugees Manager / Inter-Cultural Association of Greater Victoria 
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