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Call For Good News!

We would love to celebrate
good news with you. If you have
career milestones to share,
please use this form
to submit them for the next
newsletter (examples: new
books contracts, upcoming book
releases, magazine covers or
articles, signing with an agent,
book signings, etc.).

Call for Illustrations!

Illustration Credit: Lisa Ikegami

A NOTE FROM YOUR REGIONAL TEAM
Winston Churchill said, “Kites rise highest against the wind, not with it.” If
adversity leads to new heights of success, then the last 18 months surely will have
us all rising higher than ever. In fact, we see it happening in our region: members
polishing manuscripts and perfecting portfolios; creating new critique groups and
cultivating relationships with long-time peers; snagging agents and signing
contracts. The pandemic, political upheaval, weather instability, and worldwide
problems have led many of us to the brink of despair, but all of that has also led us
to the brink of creativity.
The pandemic and all that’s come with it has also led our Florida SCBWI Regional
Team to rethink how we do our work and to find new ways to bring programming
to all of you. Fortunately for us, we have generous members who share their
ideas, time, and creative energy and we’ve been able to weather the storm and
move forward in new ways that have brought our programming to everyone, from
the tried-and-true to those who have only recently discovered SCBWI.
This newsletter is our latest endeavor. KITE TALES will be a monthly update of
what is happening and what’s to come. In this issue you’ll find reflections on
Critique-a-Palooza 2.0, news about our upcoming Boot Camps and 2022 face-toface conference, a section celebrating the successes of our members, updates
about free meetings—both virtual and face-to-face—inspiration, information,
opportunities to volunteer, and much more. We do not know what gusty winds
might come during this month, but we do know that whatever does come our way
can help us to rise higher. Thanks for reminding us of that, Winston!
Rob Sanders, Co-Regional Advisor

If you would like one of your
illustrations in our regional
newsletter, please submit jpegs
or links to your portfolio with
this form.

Call for Volunteers!

Many hands make light work.
We are always looking for
volunteers throughout our
region. If you are interested in
volunteering, please use this
form to let us know!

Looking for a
Critique Group?

Email Mindy Alyse Weiss at
mindyaweiss@yahoo.com and
she will help you!

Your Regional Team

Rob Sanders, Co-RA

Becky Herzog, Co-RA

Angela Padron, ARA

Fred Koehler, IC
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Free Meeting Corner

SCBWI FLORIDA BOOT CAMPS
Saturday, September 25, 2021
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

It’s September so that can only mean one thing—it’s time for SCBWI Florida’s annual Boot Camps! This craftintensive day of learning has been part of our annual offerings for years. Usually face-to-face events, last
year Boot Camps went virtual, and we’ll use a virtual format again this year. The theme for our 2021 Boot
Camps is: TURNING SUBMISSIONS INTO ACQUISTIONS: WHAT REALLY MAKES A DIFFERENCE. Two successful
authors (both with ties to Florida) and two editors will tell you what to do to take your manuscript over the
finish line, how to make your work stand out when it arrives in an editor’s inbox, and how to make your
writing acquisition-worthy.

PICTURE BOOK BOOT CAMP

NOVEL BOOT CAMP

Morning Session
10:00 a.m.-12:00 Noon

Morning Session
10:00 a.m.-12:00 Noon

Featuring:
Lisa Wheeler,
Author and Golden Kite Winner

Featuring:
Kaylan Adair,
Executive Editor, Candlewick

Lunch Break

Lunch Break

Afternoon Session
1:00-3:00 p.m.

Afternoon Session
1:00-3:00 p.m.

Featuring:
Wiley Blevins,
Editorial Director,
Reycraft Books

Featuring:
Alex Flinn,
Author and
SCBWI Florida Member

Each session will include the presenter’s insider information about the topic “From
Submissions to Acquisitions: What Really Makes a Difference,” a related handout, and handson work, followed by Q&A.

Our series of virtual free meetings
picks back up in October. Here’s
the line-up:
OCTOBER
Date: Saturday, October 16
2:00-3:30 p.m.
Speaker: Danielle Joseph

Topic:
Drawing from Your Own Well:
Creating from the Heart
NOVEMBER
Date: Saturday, November 13,
2:00-3:30 p.m.
Speaker: Lorin Oberweger

REGISTER AT: https://florida.scbwi.org/events/bootcamp-2021/
Want to attend a Boot Camp?
Registration is open! Buy a ticket for the event of your choice.
Want to attend both Boot Camps?
No problem! Buy a ticket to attend one session live and buy a ticket to the other event and watch the
recording. Recordings will be available for 30-days after the event.
Unable to attend on the day of the event?
No problem! Buy a ticket for the event of your choice and view the recording on your own schedule.
Recordings will be available for 30 days after the event.
So much good info you need to hear it all again?
No problem! Once you buy a ticket for a Boot Camp you will also have access to the recordings of the event
for 30 days.
Cost?
Current SCBWI Members—Ticket for one Boot Camp—$65.00
Current SCBWI Members—Tickets for both Boot Camps—$95.00
Non-SCBWI Member—Ticket for one Boot Camp—$85.00
Non-SCBWI Member—Tickets for both Boot Camps—$115.00
When will registration close?
Thursday, September 24, 2021, 9:00 p.m. EDT

Topic:
Emotional Story Telling
DECEMBER
Date/Time: Saturday, December
11, 2:00-3:30 p.m.
Holiday Virtual Roundtables
Zoom link and password for
October-December free meetings:
https://scbwi.zoom.us/j/7787512559

Password: Sunshine

(Free meeting information continued
on the next page)
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FREE MEETINGS IN 2022
Beginning in January 2022, we plan to
offer a rotating schedule of face-toface meetings and virtual meetings.
Our Free Meeting Facilitators in each
area of the state will be planning and
hosting meetings at local libraries.
Each meeting will follow the health
protocols of the county and library
where the meeting is held. In
addition, we will be working to
reserve the largest rooms possible,
space out seating, provide hand
sanitizer, and take other precautions
to keep everyone healthy. If you are
unable to attend a face-to-face
meeting due to health concern, do
not worry. We will also be offering
virtual meetings at other times.
However, the face-to-face meetings
themselves will not be broadcast.
The purposes of free meetings
(whether virtual or face-to-face) are
two-fold. Free meetings bring
learning closer to our members and
provide opportunities for them to
grow their knowledge and craft on a
regular basis. In addition, free
meetings allow our PAL members to
have opportunities to present in front
of an audience. Many of those who
have spoken at our meetings have
gone on to teach online, at
conferences, and to share their skills
and knowledge in other ways. If you
are a PAL member who is interested
in being considered to speak at a
meeting, please complete this form.
We’ll be sharing more about face-toface meetings in future newsletters.
For now, join us in thanking our Free
Meeting Facilitators who will
continue to help us learn and grow:

Free Meeting Facilitator Team
Free Meeting Coordinator/
Virtual and Orlando Facilitator
Jan Eldredge

UPCOMING EVENTS
2022 SCBWI Florida
Annual Regional Conference
Live and in-person!
Friday, May 13 – Sunday, May 15

Our face-to-face conference is coming back in 2022! REUNITED AND IT FEELS SO GOOD is not
only the theme of our conference but the feeling we will have when we come together at the
Hilton Orlando Lake Buena Vista for our first in-person conference since January 2020.
Because we had an existing contract with the hotel in Orlando, we have the opportunity to bring
together the best features of the two conferences we’ve had in the past into one single event.
Our grooving gathering will include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Three intensives—Picture Book, Novel, and Illustration
A 15-member faculty of some of the most influential people in kidlit today
Daily Early Bird Sessions focusing on free writing, sketching, and yoga
5 keynote addresses
15 breakout/workshop sessions
Agent/Editor Panel
Creatives Panel featuring all our writer and illustrator faculty members
Friday Night Elixir Mixer Social
Saturday Night Costume Cocktail Party with hors d’oeuvres and music from the 1970s
First Books Panel
PAL Books Celebration
Critiques
A closing where ALL our faculty members will share their 3 Tips for Success
Autograph Party
And our conference is a short walk from Disney Springs for dining options and aftersession enjoyment
And much, much more!
Mark your calendar NOW!
Intensives, Friday, May 13, 2022
9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Conference, Friday, May 13, 2022, 4:30 p.m. through Sunday, May 15, 2022, 12:30 p.m.
REUNITED AND IT FEELS SO GOOD!

Jacksonville Area Facilitator
Eileen Meyer
South Florida Facilitator
Mindy Weiss
Tampa Bay Area Facilitator
JC Kato

QUOTABLE QUOTES
“The secret to so many artists living so long is that every painting is a new adventure. So, you
see, they’re always looking ahead to something new and exciting. The secret is not to look
back.” —Norman Rockwell
“Half my life is an act of revision.” —John Irving

Page 4 | SEPTEMBER 2021

LOOKING BACK
CRITIQUE-A-PALOOZA
A TRUNKLOAD OF CRITIQUES,
A BIG SUCCESS
Thanks to everyone who participated in Critique-a-Palooza 2.0. 161 critiques were given by 21
industry professionals during Critique-a-Palooza. We know of several members who were asked to
submit to the author, editor, or art director who critiqued their work and no doubt we’ll be hearing
more good news about the results of the event as the months go by. Here’s what some of our
members had to say:
•
“This was my first critique. I found the whole experience a positive learning
experience.”
•
“…an illuminating and insightful experience!”
•
“It was fantastic!”
•
“I would do it again!” Good news—we will!
Following Critique-a-Palooza we asked agent Joyce Sweeney of the Seymour Agency (and long-time
SCBWI Florida member) to reflect on next steps we could take after receiving a critique from an
industry professional. Here’s what Joyce had to say . . .
YOUR FIRST TEN PAGES ARE THE WORST—Oh, sure, you’ve revised them 1000 times and all your
critique partners say they are amazing. But starting a novel is always like building a house with
toothpicks, and the opening is where the most work needs to be done. And a full picture book is just
as difficult. Be grateful for extra help where you need it most.
IF YOU ARE BARKING UP THE WRONG TREE, YOU REALLY DO WANT TO KNOW—I hate giving a
critique where I have to tell someone that a project has little chance of selling. It’s painful all the way
around. But there are cases like that, and if someone is talented, they need to move that talent to a
concept that is going to go somewhere, instead of revising an unsaleable manuscript for years and
years.
IT’S NOT ALWAYS THE WHAT, BUT IT’S ALWAYS THE WHERE—Industry professionals can be wrong
about how to fix a manuscript or even exactly what the problem is, but virtually all of us can agree
when a certain spot on the page goes sideways. If you don’t understand what was said to you, ask
your critique partners about that particular moment in your manuscript. Fix it your way, but fix it.

Illustrator Panel
SCBWI Florida held our first virtual
event for illustrators on Saturday,
September 4. Three of our own SCBWI
Florida PAL illustrators—Chris Hsu,
Jenin Mohammed, and Gladys Jose—
joined Illustrator Coordinator Fred
Koehler for an insider look at
illustration and the children’s
publishing biz. Thanks to our panelists
and Fred for a great event! The replay is
available at this link.
Here are some take-aways from each
presenter:

Chris Hsu

“Just because something seems like
something you can’t do, it doesn’t
mean that you can’t. It just means it’s
something you haven’t done yet.”

Jenin Mohammed

“Do what is authentic to you. Don’t
focus on what you think kids want or
the industry wants. Focus on what is
important to you.”

WHAT DOESN’T KILL ME MAKES ME STRONGER—Putting yourself in front of an industry professional
and fearlessly listening to their feedback always makes it easier the next time. As you desensitize and
gain experience, you start to really make the most of the feedback you receive.
YOU DON’T KNOW WHAT YOU DON’T KNOW—If your manuscript is marked up with a lot of line
edits, that may indicate there are some ‘rules’ or ‘best practices’ that have escaped you. Be grateful!
Now you know when to use an ellipsis and when to use a dash. Study these things and change your
work to reflect what you’ve learned. You’ll look more professional next time out.
IN REPETITION, THERE IS TRUTH—A golden rule for agents: if we hear the same critique about a client
three times, revision and reconsideration is needed. As I have been critiqued over the years, I have
learned six or seven things I do wrong every time. It has helped me to self-edit much better.
Knowledge of your inherent weaknesses as a writer is incredibly valuable. Accept it.
MAKE SURE YOU HEARD WHAT YOU THINK YOU HEARD—We come into critique all coiled like a
nervous snake and almost everything we hear can sound like “You better give up writing
immediately.” There are many things short of a request that are compliments. “I have something
similar,” “What else are you working on?” “If you revised it, I would look at it again,” and “Send this to
X at my agency” all mean the person isn’t requesting you, but is recognizing your work as good. Hear
that!
AND OF COURSE—"Please send this to me” happens also and I know countless published author
friends who started their journey with an SCBWI critique. All of the above experiences are valuable,
and if you process them correctly, that happiest of all phrases will eventually come.

Gladys Jose

“Be unapologetically yourself. Don’t
compare yourself to others or your
journey to another person’s journey.
Compare your own work to your
previous work. Just do you.”

Fred Koehler

“Alright, alright, alright.”
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KUDOS CORNER
Marcy Salenieks is now represented by Elisa Houot of The Seymour
Agency. Congrats!
Sophia Jimenez at Atheneum has acquired Angela Quezada Padron’s
picture book about scientist and activist Nicole Hernandez Hammer.
Release is scheduled for September 2023.

PAL MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Jason Pratt, Membership Coordinator, reached out to PAL member
Medeia Sharif about her soon-to-be-released picture book,
Remembering Mom's Kubbat Halab. The book is illustrated by
Paran Kim and will be released by Albert Whitman & Company in
Fall 2022.

Evangeline of the Bayou by Jan Eldredge will soon
be released in German! Glückwunsch!

Rob Sanders sold his first middle grade novel, Blood Brothers, to Wiley
Blevins at Reycraft Books. The book is fast tracked for a Spring 2022
release.
Shout out to Jaime Formato who recently signed a deal with Running
Press Kids for her middle grade novel, Roll for Initiative.
Good news—Romina Garber’s YA fantasy
Cazadora, the sequel to Lobizona, just released
last month!

Jason: Congratulations on your upcoming release! What is
your book about?
Medeia: Thank you! Remembering Mom's Kubbat Halab is
about a girl who desires to reconnect with her deceased
mother through a yummy and favorite family dish that is
hard to find--a kubbat halab.
Jason: What is the best writing advice you ever received?
Medeia: The best advice was to read a manuscript’s
chapters out of order, which helps me catch more mistakes.

Congrats to Sylvia Whitman who has a middle grade novel coming from
Fitzroy Books, an imprint of Regal House Publishing. If You Meet the Devil,
Don’t Shake Hands will release in Fall 2023.

Jason: What are you currently working on that you are most
excited about?

Good news—Cathy Castelli has signed with and is now represented by
Joyce Sweeney of the Seymour Agency.

Medeia: I’m excited about an historic middle grade that I’m
currently revising.

The second book in Shannon Hitchcock’s
Appalachian trilogy—She Sang for the
Mountain: The Story of Jean Ritchie—Singer,
Songwriter, Activist—has been released from
Reycraft Books.

Because we know you want to know: common in Middle
Eastern cuisine, kubbat halab is a rice and potato patty with
a meat or vegetarian filling. It’s an Iraqi dish.

Congratulations to Nancy Stewart who has a new agent. Nancy is now
represented by Tina Schwartz of the Purcell Agency.

Moira Donohue’s book, Little Kids First Big
Book of Rocks, Minerals and Shells, was
released from National Geographic—hooray!

Phyllis Cherry’s new book, Mystery at Camp Esther, White Feathers
Academy, Book II, will be released in October—congrats!
Stacy David’s new consent and boundaries-themed
picture book, Simon the Hugger, will be published
by Beaming Books in October 2022 and her selfpublished book, Annie’s Plaid Shirt, is in its FIFTH
printing!

DO YOU HAVE GOOD NEWS TO SHARE?
We would love to celebrate good news with you. If
you have career milestones to share, please use this
form to submit them for the next newsletter
(examples: new books contracts, upcoming book
releases, magazine covers or articles, signing with an
agent, book signings, etc.).

HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR
MEMBERSHIP?
Visit www.scbwi.org to renew your membership and
update your email and mailing address!

CLICK TO CONNECT WITH THE SCBWI FLORIDA REGION

