
1 Corinthians Outline (from ESV Study Bible) 
1. Epistolary Introduction to the Letter’s Main Themes (1:1–9)  

1. Greeting: apostleship, sanctity, and unity (1:1–3) 
2. Thanksgiving: speech, knowledge, and spiritual gifts (1:4–9) 

2. Divisions over Christian Preachers (1:10–4:21)  
1. The problem reported (1:10–17a) 
2. God’s wisdom answers the problem (1:17b–4:21)  

1. The nature of God’s wisdom (1:17b–2:16) 
2. God’s wisdom applied to Apollos, Paul, and the Corinthians (3:1–4:21) 

3. A Report of Sexual Immorality and Legal Wrangling (5:1–6:20)  
1. Incest, arrogance, and the need for discipline (5:1–13) 
2. Trivial cases before unrighteous judges (6:1–11) 
3. Sexual immorality and the body’s resurrection (6:12–20) 

4. Three Issues from a Corinthian Letter (7:1–11:1)  
1. Marriage, divorce, and unchangeable circumstances (7:1–24) 
2. The betrothed and widows (7:25–40) 
3. Food offered to idols (8:1–11:1) 

5. Divisions over Corporate Worship (11:2–14:40)  
1. Head coverings and worship (11:2–16) 
2. Social snobbery at the Lord’s Table (11:17–34) 
3. Elevating one spiritual gift above others (12:1–14:40) 

6. The Futility of Faith If the Dead Are Not Raised (15:1–58)  
1. The truthfulness of the traditions about Christ’s resurrection (15:1–11) 
2. Christ’s resurrection and the resurrection of believers (15:12–34) 
3. The nature of the resurrection body (15:35–58) 

7. The Collection for the Saints and Travel Plans (16:1–12) 
8. Closing Admonitions and Greetings (16:13–24) 

Key Themes  

1. Since the church is the dwelling place of God’s Spirit, the people who make up the church 

should work for unity by building each other up. 

1:10–4:21 (esp. 3:10–

16; 14:12) 

2. Christians should build up the church in four practical ways:  

a. they should be sensitive to those of fragile faith. 8:1–9:18; 10:28, 33  

b. they should win unbelievers through culturally sensitive evangelism. 9:19–23; 10:27, 32–33  

c. they should conduct worship services in such a way that unbelievers present might come to 

faith. 
14:16, 23–25  

d. their corporate worship should use spiritual gifts not for personal display, or evaluating who 

has a better gift, but to build up the church. 

11:2–16; 12:12–30; 

14:1–35  

3. Sexual relations form a union between man and woman as profound as the union of the 

believer with Christ, and so sexual activity should be confined to marriage. 

5:1–13; 6:12–20; 7:5, 

9, 36  

4. Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are important, but both are subordinate to personal trust in 

the gospel and to living in the way that God commands. 

1:14–17; 10:1–5; 

11:17–34; 15:29–34  

5. The bodily resurrection of Jesus (and of his followers) from the dead is a critical component 

of Christian faith and practice. 
6:14; 15:1–58 
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