
Wardens’ Message: August 19, 2020   From Steve Koehler and Melissa Keeffe 
 

Hot enough for you? That doesn’t seem to quite capture life over the last few weeks, 
as we watch our gardens go into hibernation or worse and our lawns crisp up. Even 

routine activities seem to be challenging. But rest assured, we have been busy helping 
to guide our parish through these interesting times. Many of you attended the “Get 
Together” on the shady Orleans Town Green two weeks ago, a very welcome 

opportunity for some 25 of us to gather and connect in person for the first time in 
months. At the same time, as we masked and distanced, it was a reminder of how 

strange any public gathering will continue to be in this time.  
 

The Vestry met last night (August 18th) and considered our hope to begin in-person 
worship services after Labor Day. Gail+ and a small team have been in touch with our 
Regathering Shepherd (provided by our Diocese to help us with the bewildering list of 

requirements and guidelines that we must comply with) and the Vestry considered 
where we are in that process. 

 
 The general feeling is, sadly, that we are just not ready to begin to worship in our 
building. This is the conclusion that most, though not all, churches on the Cape have 

reached, based on the continued uncertainty about what impact our summer visitors 
may be having on conditions on Cape Cod. Even our local schools have chosen not to 

open until at least September 16. 
 
So, our conclusion is that we need to wait until at least All Saints Sunday, November 1, 

to see where we are. It is likely that there will be far more visitors in town for much 
longer than usual this fall and we need to take that into account.  

 
At the same time, the Vestry agreed to experiment with an outside in-person Evening 
Prayer service on our church grounds, perhaps on a Saturday afternoon timed like our 

past Saturday services. We believe that we can plan this in a safe manner but still in a 
way that will be a meaningful experience for those who attend. Stay tuned for more 

information on this idea. 
 

We are also working on what we can to get ready for our next Rector. An exciting 
project has been approved and is now underway to update and remodel the Sacristy. 
We are planning new cabinets, new countertops, sinks that will drain properly, and 

new walls with fresh paint. Most importantly, the tired, dirty, and torn carpets in the 
Sacristy and the hall outside will be replaced by new flooring. 

 
At the same time, we are going to carefully protect the Vernon Smith painting that is 
built into the west wall of the Sacristy and some of the uniquely designed cabinetry. 

Much of this work will be done by our Property Management team and the rest will be 



funded from our Memorial Fund, a wonderful and highly visible use of some of these 
funds given over years in memory of family and friends. Our ordained clergy spend a 

lot of time in this space, what better way to welcome them to our worship! 
 

We hope you are all enjoying this your summer and we will keep you regularly 
informed as plans for in-person worship develop. 
 

Steve Koehler and Melissa Keeffe 


