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COVID-19 stories regularly make the front page of the local paper, but you never plan 
for it to be your story.   

 
As many of you know, Food 4 Kids made the front page when we had to close our 

entire operation after one of the Nauset School staff helping to prepare meals tested 
positive.  What happened next was an amazing testimony to the professionalism of our 
staff, the dedication of our volunteers, and the patience of the families we serve.   

 
First and foremost – no one panicked!  Five members of our staff, along with the 

Nauset School food preparation staff, were notified on that Sunday afternoon that they 
needed to be tested.  Despite having to wait in long lines at the testing center in South 
Dennis, all 5 were quickly tested, all were negative, and all were cleared to return to 

work.  But we realized we were now down 2 school employees on the food preparation 
line.   

 
One of our Site Supervisors agreed to staff the early shift.  Then we put out another 

sign up to our volunteers to fill the other two shifts, and they quickly stepped up.  And 
although meals were not prepared or delivered that Monday, all sites still needed to be 
staffed.  Our Site Supervisors were there to hand out any extra meals they had in their 

refrigerators, and, more importantly, to reassure the families we serve.  
 

And by Tuesday morning we were back to normal.  
 
Our employees and volunteers were back to work.  Our sites were up and serving 

meals.  And the families we serve were back in line, confident the meals would keep 
coming.  And while we never wanted to be the COVID-19 front page story of the day, 

it ended up being a good story, because it called attention to the issue of childhood 
hunger on Cape Cod and the important role Food 4 Kids plays to address it. 
 

Our program is scheduled to close the end of August.  All of the USDA waivers that 
have permitted us to provide grab-and-go meals to parents, even at non-qualifying 

sites, will also expire the end of August.  Those same waivers will likely be extended to 
schools, but they are not scheduled to officially start until mid-September, creating a 
potential 2-week gap in food service to our families.  We are in conversations with the 

state, our schools, and other community support groups to identify what role F4K 
might play to help fill that gap.   

 
Stay tuned for further developments! 


