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Fifth Sunday of Easter
Holy Eucharist: Rite Two

Prelude “Fidelis” by Percy Whitlock
(1903-1946)
Processional Hymn 182 “Christ is alive! Let Christians sing” Truro
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1 prais - es ring. His love in death  shall nev - er die.
2  here and now and con - quer ev - ery place and time.
3 midst of life, our Sa - vior with the Fa - ther reigns.
4 loves the more, and lives, though ev - er cru - ci - fied.
5 lives and learns his joy,  his jus - tice, love, and praise.

The Liturgy of the Word
Celebrant Alleluia! Christ has risen.
People The Lord has risen indeed. Alleluia!



Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen
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Collect of the day

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to
be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading Acts 11:1-18

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the word of
God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, saying, “Why did you go
to uncircumcised men and eat with them?”

Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance
I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four
corners; and it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles,
and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.”

But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.” But a second
time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.” This happened
three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven.

At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit
told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also
accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house
and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and
your entire household will be saved.’

And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And I
remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with
the Holy Spirit.” If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus
Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God,
saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.
Psalm 148

1 Hallelujah!

Praise the LORD from the heavens; *
praise him in the heights.

2 Praise him, all you angels of his; *
praise him, all his host.

3 Praise him, sun and moon; *
praise him, all you shining stars.

4 Praise him, heaven of heavens, *
and you waters above the heavens.



5 Let them praise the Name of the LORD; *
for he commanded, and they were created.

6 He made them stand fast for ever and ever; *
he gave them a law which shall not pass away.

7 Praise the LORD from the earth, *
you sea-monsters and all deeps;

8 Fire and hail, snow and fog, *
tempestuous wind, doing his will;

9 Mountains and all hills, *
fruit trees and all cedars;

10 Wild beasts and all cattle, *
creeping things and winged birds;

11 Kings of the earth and all peoples, *
princes and all rulers of the world,;

12 Young men and maidens, *
old and young together.

13 Let them praise the Name of the LORD, *
for his Name only is exalted,
his splendor is over earth and heaven.

14 He has raised up strength for his people
and praise for all his loyal servants, *
the children of Israel, a people who are near him.
Hallelujah!

Second Reading “Lord, Why Did You Tell Me To Love?” Michael Quoist

Lord, why did you tell me to love all pegple, my sisters and brothers?
I have tried, but I come back to you, frightened....

Lord, I was so peaceful at home, I was so comfortably settled.

It was well-furnished, and I felt cozy.

I was alone, I was at peace,

Sheltered from the wind and the rain, kept clean.

I would have stayed unsullied in my ivory tower.

But, Lord, you have discovered a breach in my defenses.

You have forced me to open my door.

Like a squall of rain in the face, the cry of pegple has awakened me;
Like a gale of wind a friendship has shaken me,

Stealing in like a shaft of light, your grace has disturbed me.
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Rashly enough, I left my door ajar. Now, Lord, I am lost!

Outside, pegple were lying in wait for me.

I did not know they were so near; in this house, in this street, in this office; my neighbor, my colleague, my
friend; As soon as I started to open the door I saw them, with outstretched hands, anxious eyes, longing
hearts, like beggars on church steps.

The first came in, Lord. There was, after all, a bit of space in my heart.

I welcomed them. I would have cared for them and Augged them, my very own little lambs, my little flock.
You would have been pleased, Lord; I would have served and honored you in a proper, respectable way.
Until then, it was sensible...

But the next ones, Lord, the other people--1 had not seen them; they were hidden behind the first ones.
There were more of them. They were wretched; they overpowered me without warning.

We had to crowd in, I had to find room for them.

Now they have come from all over in successive waves, pushing one another, jostling one another.

They have come from all over town, from all parts of the country, of the world; numberless, inexhaustible.
They don't come alone any longer but in groups, bound one to another.

They come bending under heavy loads; loads of injustice, of resentment and hate, of suffering and sin....

Lord, they hurt me! they are in the way, they are all over.

They are too hungty; they are consuming mel!

I can't do anything any more; as they come in, they push the door, and the door opens wider...
Ah, Lord! My door is wide open!

I can't stand it any more! It's too much! It's no kind of a life!

What about my job? My family? My peace? My liberty? and me?

Ah, Lord! I have lost everything; I don't belong to myself any longer;

There's no room for me at home.

Don't worry, God says, you have gained all
While people came in to you,

I, your God,
Slipped in among them.

~ Michael Quoist, Prayers, Sheed & Ward, 1985. Revised 2022
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.

People Thanks be to God.



Gradual Hymn 487 “Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life” (vs 1-2; 3) The Call
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Gospel John 13:31-35
Reader The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

At the last supper, when Judas had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God
has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify
him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews
so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love
one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Reader The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Sermon The Rev. Dr. Storm Swain

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the Iife of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Sisters and brothers, let us praise the name of the Lord! The promises of God are trustworthy and true, so
let us pray, “Loving God, make all things new.”

Heavenly Father, your Son Jesus commands us to love one another as he loves us. Help us to do as he
commands. Give your Church the will to seek and serve Christ in all persons.

Stlence

Loving God,
Make all things new.

Gracious God, you blessed the world in your incarnation. Come and make your home with us. Establish
your reign of peace on earth as in heaven.

Invite the congregation to add their thanksgivings, followed by silence



Loving God,
Make all things new.

Glorious Lord, you created the heavens and earth and all that is therein. At your command all things came
into being. Give us ears to hear the praise coming forth from the worlds. May our voices join the song of
creation.

Stlence

Loving God,
Make all things new.

Grant, O God, that our city might become more like your heavenly city. Banish from our borders the pain
of violence and addiction, abuse and hatred.

Stlence

Loving God,
Make all things new.

Mighty God, wipe every tear from the eyes of your children. Come with healing. Come with strength. Come
to your people.

Invite the congregation to add their petitions, followed by silence

Loving God,
Make all things new.

Alpha and Omega, we long for the day when you will make all things new. We long for the day when death
will be no more, when mourning and crying and pain will be no more. We trust in the power of your love.
Lead us in the way of everlasting life.

Stlence

Loving God,
Make all things new.

Celebrant:

Blessed are you,

God of growth and discovery;

yours is the inspiration

that has altered and changed our lives;
yours is the power that has brought us
to new dangers and opportunities. Set us, your new creation,
to walk through this new world,
watching and learning,

loving and trusting,

until your kingdom comes.

Amen.

Adapted from A New Zealand Prayer Book. Auckland: New Zealand. 1988. Pp. 463-465.
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Passing of the Peace

Greeting
Offertory Anthem “In my Heart” African American Spiritual
arr. by Alan Bullard
(b. 1947)
Offertory Hymn 304 “I come with joy to meet my Lord” Land of Rest
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The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We Iift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

God of all power, Creator of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their
courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You
made us the stewards of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one
another.

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the
fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to

fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.

By his blood, he reconciled us.

By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those
in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:
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And so, Loving God, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit,
now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus
Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this
for the remembrance of me.”

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,

We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.

Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God of Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel
and Leah, God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your
hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace
only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion
make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and
the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,
Prayer for Spiritual Communion

Our Father, who art in heaven, from the South African Book of Common
hallowed be thy Name, Prayer (1959)
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, Jesus, may all that is you flow into me.
on earth as it is in heaven. May your body and blood be my food and drink.
Give us this day our daily bread. May your passion and death be my strength and life.
And forgive us our trespasses, Jesus, with you by my side enough has been given.
as we forgive those May the shelter I seek be the shadow of your cross.
who trespass against us. Let me not run_from the love which you offer
And lead us not into temptation, but hold me safe from the forces of evil.
but deliver us from evil. On each of my dyings shed your light and your love.
For thine is the kingdom, Keep calling to me until that day comes when, with
and the power, and the glory, your saints,
for ever and ever. Amen. I may praise you for ever. Amen.

(recited by prisoners who were
unable to receive communion during Apartheid)
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Communion of the People

All are invited to receive Communion. Due to the ongoing epidemic of COVID-19 we invite pegple to keep some distance from
each other. As you come forward to received the consecrated elements, the body and blood of Christ, at this stage you may choose
the receive the host (consecrated bread), and the consecrated wine, either by sipping from the Common Cup (larger chalice) or by
intincting’ (dipping the tip of your consecrated bread into the wine) in the smaller chalice. Y ou may also choose to receive only
the consecrated bread.

Communion Music

Communion Hymn 577 “God is love, and where true love is” Ubi caritas (Murray)
Refrain
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us with
Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send
us forth in the power of your Spirit , that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue
for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Benediction
Recessional Hymn 213 “Come away to the skies” Middlebury
A Unison or harmony
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Dismissal Alleluial Alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ.

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude “A Modal Minuet”

Please remain seated for the Postlude

One License: A-735723

LITURGICAL LEADERS

Celebrant and Preacher

Organist

Lay Eucharistic Ministers  8:30 AM
10 AM

Lectors 8:30 AM
10 AM

Prayers of the People 8:30 AM
10 AM

Ushers 8:30 AM
10 AM

Technology 10 AM

Altar Guild
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Church of the Messiah

The Rev. Dr. Storm Swain
Peg Nicholson

Michael Kasparian
Winifred Dick

John Holden

Charles Mann 2023
Susan Morse 2024
Denise Jay 2025

2022 Vestry

Bridge Priest
Warden
Warden
Clerk
Treasurer

Patti Dibella 2023
Rachael Rhude 2024
Paul Graney 2025

Deanery Representatives

Dicky Allison
Helen Gordon
Jean Taft

The Rev. Dr. Storm Swain
Brittany Lord

Nancy McDonald
Jennifer Kelly

Bruce Bagley

Doug Amon

Diocesan, Deanery Representative
Diocesan, Deanery Representative
Deanery Representative, Convention Alternate

Staff

Bridge Priest

Music Director, Organist

Parish Administrator

Bookkeeper & Financial Recorder
Church Sexton

Cemetery Sexton

Jessica Morrison Webmaster

The Rev. Dr. Storm Swain
Cell: 646-236-2002, E-mail: sswain@uls.edu
Office hours: Monday — Thursday, 10 AM -2 PM
Phone: 508-548-2145, FAX: 508-548-2134

E-mail: messiahfisher@comcast.net
or
comwoodshhole@agmail.com

Website: www.churchofthemessiahwoodshole.org
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