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Prelude                     “Air”                                                                                    by   G.F. Handel  

 

 
Welcome        
 
 

Opening Hymn 1   “Father, we praise thee”                                               Christe sanctorum 

 
 
 
 
Opening Sentences  
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

On this day the Lord has acted;  
we will rejoice and be glad in it.   
                                   
 



Love one another, 
for love is of God, 
and whoever loves is born of God and knows God. 
Spirit of God, search our hearts.       

                                                                         -  from A New Zealand Prayer Book (1988) , p. 37 

 

Benedicite Aotearoa 
 

O give thanks to our God who is good; 
whose love endures for ever. 
 

You sun and moon, you stars of the southern sky: 
give to our God your thanks and praise. 
 

Sunrise and sunset, night and day: 
give to our God your thanks and praise. 
 

All mountains and valleys, grassland and scree, 
glacier, avalanche, mist and snow: 
give to our God your thanks and praise. 
 

You kauri and pine, rata and kowhai, mosses and ferns: 
give to our God your thanks and praise. 
 

Dolphins and kahawai, sealion and crab, 
coral, anemone, pipi and shrimp: 
give to our God your thanks and praise. 
 

Rabbits and cattle, moths and dogs, 
kiwi and sparrow and tui and hawk: 
give to our God your thanks and praise. 
 

All who inhabit the long white cloud: 
give to our God your thanks and praise. 
 

All prophets and priests, all cleaners and clerks, 
professors, shop workers, typists and teachers, 
job-seekers, invalids, drivers and doctors: 
give to our God your thanks and praise. 
 
All sweepers and diplomats, writers and artists, 
grocers, carpenters, students and stock-agents, 
seafarers, farmers, bakers and mystics: 
give to our God your thanks and praise. 
 
All children and infants, all people who play: 
give to our God your thanks and praise. 
 

- adapted from A New Zealand Prayer Book (1988) p. 63 
 



 
 
Psalm 66:7-18 
  
 7 Bless our God, you peoples; *  
   make the voice of his praise to be heard;  
   
 8 Who holds our souls in life, *  
   and will not allow our feet to slip.  
   
 9 For you, O God, have proved us; *  
   you have tried us just as silver is tried.  
   
 10 You brought us into the snare; *  
   you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.  
   
 11 You let enemies ride over our heads;  
  we went through fire and water; *  
   but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.  
   
 12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings  
  and will pay you my vows, *  
   which I promised with my lips  
   and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble.  
   
 13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts  
  with the smoke of rams; *  
   I will give you oxen and goats.  
   
 14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, *  
   and I will tell you what he has done for me.  
   
 15 I called out to him with my mouth, *  
   and his praise was on my tongue.  
   
 16 If I had found evil in my heart, *  
   the Lord would not have heard me;  
   
 17 But in truth God has heard me; *  
   he has attended to the voice of my prayer.  
   
 18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, *  
   nor withheld his love from me.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
First Reading                                                                                                               Acts 17:22-31 
 

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in 
every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I 
found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship 
as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is 
Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human 
hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 
things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times 
of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search 
for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 
For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For 
we too are his offspring.’ Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like 
gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has 
overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 
because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom 
he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 
 
Second Reading              “The Lake of Beauty”                                              Edward Carpenter 

Let your mind be quiet, realizing the beauty of the world, 
and the immense, the boundless treasures that it holds in store. 
All that you have within you, all that your heart desires, 
all that your Nature so specially fits you for - that or the 
counterpart of it waits embedded in the great Whole, for you. 
It will surely come to you. 

Yet equally surely not one moment before its appointed time 
will it come. All your crying and fever and reaching out of 
hands will make no difference. 
Therefore do not begin that game at all. 
Do not recklessly spill the waters of your mind 
in this direction and in that, 
lest you become like a spring lost and 
dissipated in the desert. 

But draw them together into a little compass, and hold them 
still, so still; 
And let them become clear, so clear - so limpid, so mirror-like; 
at last the mountains and the sky shall glass themselves in 
peaceful beauty, 
and the antelope shall descend to drink and to gaze at her 
reflected image, and the lion to quench his thirst, 
and Love himself shall come and bend over and catch his 
own likeness in you. 

- from A New Zealand Prayer Book (1988) p. 157 



Third Reading                                                                                                          John 14:15-21 
 

Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will 
give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with 
you, and he will be in you. I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the 
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you 
will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments 
and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will 
love them and reveal myself to them.” 
 
 
 
Silence 

The Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer   (said by all – with microphones muted)  

 
Collect for the Day  
 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding: 
Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, 
may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
A Collect for Sundays 
 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son 
our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be 
spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

 
A Prayer for the Morning  
 
God, 
you are our beginning and you will be our end; 
we are made in your image and likeness. 
We praise and thank you for this day. 
This is the day on which you created light 
and saw that it was good. 
This is the day in whose early morning light  
we discovered the tomb was empty, 
and encountered Christ, the world’s true light. 
This is the day you have made; 
we shall rejoice and be glad in it.                           
                                                                         –    from A New Zealand Prayer Book (1988) p. 106                        
 

 
 



A Prayer for this day  
 

Eternal Father, 
through the resurrection of your Son, 
help us to face the future 
with courage and assurance, 
knowing that nothing in death or life 
can ever separate us from your love. 
This we ask through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

- from A New Zealand Prayer Book (1988) p. 595  
                                                  

A Prayer for All Children                      

O God of all time 
Yesterday, today, tomorrow, and eternity 
Give us courage in our lifetimes 
To make war on war 
Which leaves behind waifs and widows 
Rubble of spirit, home, and community. 

Mothers, grandmothers, and all with a mothering spirit 
Let us declare and demand: 
No more war 
No more violence and abuse 
No more killing of our young 

O God of yesterday, today, tomorrow, and eternity 
Our dwelling place in all generations 
Give us courage to sow seeds of life and hope for the future 
And to fight with all our moral might for justice for every child 
Help us to pluck the thorns of despair from our children’s lives. 

Mothers, grandmothers, and all with a mothering spirit 
Let us declare and demand: 
No more hunger 
No more homelessness 
No more poverty 

O God of yesterday, every child’s history 
O God of today, every living child’s birthright 
O God of tomorrow, every child’s inheritance 
O God of eternity, every child’s hope 
Lift our voices against the spiritual and cultural pollution 
which leave dreamless and purposeless the fruit of our wombs. 

Mothers, grandmothers, and all with a mothering spirit 
Let us stand together and build a world fit for children 
Calling all to serve, to care, and to act to leave no child behind. 

                                 ~  Marian Wright Edelman, Children’s Defense Fund    May 8th, 2020 



Prayer on Behalf of those Suffering from COVID 19 or Working in Health Care  
 

This is another day, O Lord. I know not what it will bring forth, but make me ready, Lord, for 
whatever it may be.  If I am to care for others, let me do it gracefully.  If I am to stand up, help me 
to stand bravely. If I am to sit still, help me to sit quietly. If I am to lie low, help me to do it 
patiently. And if I am to do nothing, let me do it gallantly. Make these words more than words, and 
give me the Spirit of Jesus. Amen. 
  
                                           -  Adapted from “In the Morning” in the Book of Common Prayer (1979) p. 461 

A Prayer for the Absent 
 

O God, whose fatherly care reaches to the uttermost parts of the earth: We pray that you graciously 
behold and bless those whom we love, now absent from us. Defend them from all dangers of soul 
and body; and grant that both they and we, drawing nearer to you, may be bound together by your 
love in the communion of your Holy Spirit, and in the fellowship of saints; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
 
A General Thanksgiving    
 

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. We thank you for the 
splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, and for the 
mystery of love. 
 
We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care which surrounds us on 
every side. 

We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for leading us to 
accomplishments which satisfy and delight us. 
 
We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to acknowledge our 
dependence on you alone. 
 
Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his Word and the example of his 
life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for his dying, through which he 
overcame death; and for his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom. 
 
Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know him and make him known; and through him, at 
all times and in all places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen. 

 
Concluding Sentences  
Let us bless the Lord.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia 
 
 
 
 
Sermon                                                                                                  The Rev. Deborah Warner 
 



Offertory Sentences  
 
 

Offertory Hymn 405    “All things bright and beautiful”                                           Royal Oak 

 

 

A Prayer of Gratitude                         adapted from U. N Environmental Sabbath Program  

God our Creator,  
We rejoice in all life. 
We live in all things 
All things live in us 

We rejoice in all life. 

We live by the sun 
We move with the stars 

We rejoice in all life. 

We eat from the earth 
We drink from the rain 
We breathe from the air 



We rejoice in all life. 

We share with the creatures 
We have strength through their gifts 

We rejoice in all life. 

We depend on the forests 
We have knowledge through their secrets 

We rejoice in all life. 

We have the privilege of seeing and understanding 
We have the responsibility of caring 
We have the joy of celebrating. 

We are full of the grace of creation 
We are graceful 
We are grateful 
We rejoice in all life. 

 
Closing Prayer of Offering 

 

Almighty God;  
you give seed for us to sow,  
and bread for us to eat;  
make us thankful for what we have received;  
make us rich to do those generous things  
which supply your people’s needs;  
so all the world may give you thanks and glory.        

- from  A New Zealand Prayer Book (1988), page 141  
 
A Prayer for Our Future  
 

O God, Giver of all good gifts, we thank You for the grace of serving You by serving our neighbors.  
May our hearts be kind and generous. May our ministry be rooted in love and bold in imagination.  
Having transformed the Parish and Community Center, may our lives and the lives of all who join 
us, continue to be renewed by Your love and the power of the Spirit.  Amen. 
 
 
Benediction  
 
 

Greeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn   705   “As those of old their first fruits brought”                           Forest Green 

 

 

 

Postlude “Fugue in G”                                                                        by Buxtehude 
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