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Prelude                             “Toccata in C Major”                                          by Johann Pachelbel    
 
 
 

Welcome                                     
 
 
 

Opening Hymn 9 “Not here for high and holy things” (vs. 1-4)               Morning Song  

 
 
 
Opening Sentences  
 

We gather in the name of the Triune God: Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer of the Earth and all its 
creatures.  
 

Praise be to the Holy Trinity! God is sound and life, Creator of the Universe, Source of all life, 
whom the angels sing; wonderous Light of all mysteries known and unknown to humankind, and 
life that lives in all.  
  

- Hildegard of Bingen, 13th Century.  



 
A Song of Creation  

I    The Cosmic Order  

Glorify the Lord, you angels and all powers of the Lord, *  
    O heavens and all waters above the heavens.  
Sun and moon and stars of the sky, glorify the Lord, *  
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

Glorify the Lord, every shower of rain and fall of dew, *  
    all winds and fire and heat.  
Winter and Summer, glorify the Lord, *  
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

Glorify the Lord, O chill and cold, *  
drops of dew and flakes of snow.  
Frost and cold, ice and sleet, glorify the Lord, *  
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

Glorify the Lord, O nights and days, *  
    O shining light and enfolding dark.  
Storm clouds and thunderbolts, glorify the Lord, *  
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

II    The Earth and its Creatures 

Let the earth glorify the Lord, *  
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  
Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills,  
and all that grows upon the earth, *  
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams, *  
    O whales and all that move in the waters.  
All birds of the air, glorify the Lord, *  
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, *  
    and all you flocks and herds.  
O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord, *  
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

- The Book of Common Prayer (1979)  pp. 88-89 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 
 

 1 Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; *  
   make known his deeds among the peoples.  
   
 2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, *  
   and speak of all his marvelous works.  
   
 3 Glory in his holy Name; *  
   let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.  
   
 4 Search for the LORD and his strength; *  
   continually seek his face.  
   
 5 Remember the marvels he has done, *  
   his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,  
   
 6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, *  
   O children of Jacob his chosen.  
   
 37 He led out his people with silver and gold; *  
   in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled.  
   
 38 Egypt was glad of their going, *  
   because they were afraid of them.  
   
 39 He spread out a cloud for a covering *  
   and a fire to give light in the night season.  
   
 40 They asked, and quails appeared, *  
   and he satisfied them with bread from heaven.  
   
 41 He opened the rock, and water flowed, *  
   so the river ran in the dry places.  
   
 42 For God remembered his holy word *  
   and Abraham his servant.  
   
 43 So he led forth his people with gladness, *  
   his chosen with shouts of joy.  
   
 44 He gave his people the lands of the nations, *  
   and they took the fruit of others’toil,  
   
 45 That they might keep his statutes *  
   and observe his laws.  
   Hallelujah!  
 
 
 
 



First Reading                                                                                                         Exodus 16:2-15 
 

The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 
The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when 
we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to 
kill this whole assembly with hunger.” Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from 
heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I 
will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare 
what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.” So Moses and Aaron said 
to all the Israelites, “In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your 
complaining against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain against us?” And Moses said, 
“When the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because 
the Lord has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is 
not against us but against the Lord.” Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of 
the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.’” And as Aaron spoke to 
the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the 
Lord appeared in the cloud. The Lord spoke to Moses and said, “I have heard the complaining of 
the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill 
of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’” In the evening quails came up and 
covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. When the layer of 
dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the 
ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know 
what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 
 
Second Reading             “Blessed be the works of our hands”                                  Diann Neu  
 

Blessed be the work of our hands. 
 

Blessed be these hands that touch life. 
 

Blessed be these hands that nurture creativity. 
 

Blessed be these hands that hold pain. 
 

Blessed be these hands that embrace with passion. 
 

Blessed be these hands that tend gardens. 
 

Blessed bed these hands that close in anger. 
 

Blessed be these hands that plant new seeds. 
 

Blessed be these hands that harvest ripe fields. 
 

Blessed be these hands that clean, wash, mop, scrub. 
 

Blessed be these hands that become knotty with age. 
 

Blessed be these hands that wrinkle and scar from doing justice. 
 

Blessed are these hands that reach out and are received. 



Blessed are these hands that hold the promise of the future. 
 

Blessed be the works of our hands and hearts. 
 

                                                       Adapted from Earth Prayers. Edited by Elizabeth Roberts  
           and Elisa Amidon.  New York: Harper Collins. 1991.   
 
 
Third Reading                                                                                                     Matthew 20:1-16 

 

Jesus said “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 
laborers for his vineyard.  After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into 
his vineyard.  When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 
and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they 
went.  When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same.  And about 
five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you 
standing here idle all day?’  They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You 
also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call 
the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those 
hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, 
they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage.  And 
when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one 
hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching 
heat.’  But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me 
for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I 
give to you.  Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 
 
Profession of faith 
 

Leader  We belong to the Creator in whose image we are all made.  
All  In God we are breathing, in God we are living, in God we share the life of all  
  creation.  
 
Leader   We belong to Jesus Christ, the true icon of God and humanity.  
All  In Christ God is breathing, in Christ God is living, through Christ we are  
  reconciled.  
 
Leader  We belong to the Holy Spirit, who gives us new life and strengthens our faith.  
All  In the Spirit love is breathing, in the Spirit truth is living, the breath of God  
  always moves us.  
 
Leader  We belong to the Holy Trinity, who is one in all and Three-in-One.  
All  In God we are all made, in Christ we are all saved, in the Spirit we are all 
united.   
 

- written Per Harling, adapted by DMW 
 

 



 
The Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer   (said by all – with microphones muted)  

 
 

 
Collect for the Day 

  
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, 
while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
 

 
A Prayer for the Morning  
 

God, 
you are our beginning and you will be our end; 
we are made in your image and likeness. 
We praise and thank you for this day. 
This is the day on which you created light 
and saw that it was good. 
This is the day in whose early morning light  
we discovered the tomb was empty, 
and encountered Christ, the world’s true light. 
This is the day you have made; 
we shall rejoice and be glad in it.    Amen.                       
                                                                        -    A New Zealand Prayer Book (1988) p. 106   
 
 

Prayer for the Absent 
 

O God, whose fatherly care reaches to the uttermost parts of the earth: We pray that you graciously 
behold and bless those whom we love, now absent from us. Defend them from all dangers of soul 
and body; and grant that both they and we, drawing nearer to you, may be bound together by your 
love in the communion of your Holy Spirit, and in the fellowship of saints; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.    

-   The Book of Common Prayer (1979) p. 830 
 
 
 

For children and parents as the school year begins 
 
God, another school year is now underway – and with it comes excitement, nervousness and 
anticipation of what will be learned and discovered and how.   
 
This year, this beginning feels different.  For children who are returning to in-person learning, the 
reality that closeness to friends, classmates and teachers is being experienced and expressed in new 
ways - always at a safe distance.   
 



For teachers who are teaching in person and/or online, the weight of responsibility and paying close 
attention takes on new meaning as the role of creativity takes shape.    
 
For children who are learning at home – either alone or with the help and companionship of a 
parent or grandparent, they are discovering the need to focus and form new ideas in the midst of the 
familiar.  
 
For parents and grandparents now home schooling or teaching their children may have insight, 
humor, a sense of balance and patience as they try to navigate what feels like a new way to be family.  
We ask for your love and companionship for each of these people – and those who are still are 
denied an education and/or the resources to read and study as they wish here in this 
commonwealth, country or global community.  
 
Be with each of them and each of us that we may continue to learn to live fully and faithfully in an 
uncertain time.  May we be surrounded by your love and companionship even as we rest in your 
peace now and always.  Amen.  
 

- written by The Rev. Deborah Warner  
 

 
 

For those who are sick 

  
This is another day, O Lord. I know not what it will bring forth, but make me ready, Lord, for whatever it 

may be. If I am to stand up, help me to stand bravely. If I am to sit still, help me to sit quietly. If I am to 

lie low, help me to do it patiently. And if I am to do nothing, let me do it gallantly. Make these words 

more than words, and give me the Spirit of Jesus. Amen.   

                                                                     

    -    The Book of Common Prayer (1979) p. 461 
 

For the victims of the fires on the West Coast 

Almighty God, who alone created the beauty and the bounty of our land, who cares and loves 
everyone—from the workers in the field to the owners of the field—be with your people in now in 
the midst of the fires. 
 
Bring an end to the loss of lives and the loss of homes. Bring aid to the firefighters who, by serving 
others, serve you. Give them courage and strength to persevere, to find the ability in their bodies 
and souls to keep working for another day or hour or minute. Ease the winds that spread the flames 
and disperse the smoke that covers the sky. 
Bring hope to the displaced and the homeless. Keep alive inside their minds and hearts memories, 
the physical traces of which may be lost. Remind us that you are the promise of a new tomorrow. 
Bring rest and peace to those who have been lost, and let their souls find eternal life with you. Be a 
comfort and relief to the grieving. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



As cities and towns are rebuilt, may no one be left behind. May all be remembered as you remember 
all. As you led the Hebrew people through the desert, lead your people now, God. From immigrants 
who face unique obstacles to farmworkers who continue to labor in the fields despite dangerous 
smoke to families who have lost loved ones to those who have lost everything they have built over a 
lifetime, may all be included and cared for as we rebuild, guided by your Spirit. May our hearts never 
turn away from you or from each other in our time of need. May we see you in the faces of those in 
need. May we see your work in the hands of all those who reach out to help and in the green—the 
life!—that will soon return, by your hand, to our land.   Amen. 
 

                                                                          Antonio De Loera-Brust blog, quoted in                
                                                                            www.americanmagazine.org  10/20/2017 

 
 
Concluding Collect 
 

God of peace, 
let us your people know, 
that at the heart of turbulence 
there is an inner calm that comes 
from faith in you. 
Keep us from being content with things as they are, 
that from this central peace 
there may come a creative compassion, 
a thirst for justice, 
and a willingness to give of ourselves 
in the spirit of Christ. 
Amen. 
   

                  -    A New Zealand Prayer Book (1988) p. 464 
 
 
Concluding Sentences 

 

Let us bless the Lord.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia 

 
 
 
 
Sermon                                                                                                  The Rev. Deborah Warner 
 
 
 
Offertory Sentences  
 
 

Offertory Music      “O Food to pilgrims given”             O Welt, ich muss dich lassen 

    
 

http://www.americanmagazine.org/


Prayers for the Season of Creation 
 

Leader  We pray in thanksgiving for Mother Earth in whom all life is rooted, Brother Sun  
  whose energy radiates life, sister Water who nurtures and revives us, and co-creatures 
  with whom we live, and for whom we are called till and keep this garden.  
 

People  enlighten our hearts and remain with your world.  

 

Leader  All powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your  
  creatures.  You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.  Pour out upon us the  
  power of your love, that we may protect life and beauty.  Fill us with peace, that we  
  may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one, Creative Spirit,  
 

People  enlighten our hearts and remain with your world.  
 

Leader  God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this Earth, so  
  precious in your eyes.  Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and  
  not prey on it, that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. Touch the  
  hearts of those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the Earth.   
  Creative Spirit,  
 

People  enlighten our hearts and remain with your world.  

 

Leader  Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and   
  contemplation, to recognize that we are profoundly united with every creature as  
  we journey towards your infinite light.  Creative Spirit,  
 

People  enlighten our hearts and remain with your world.  

 

Leader  In the wake of the COVID-19 global pandemic, hear our cries for compassion, and  
  heal our world and all creatures.  Inspire our hearts with a holy imagination, to rise,  
  freed from the demands to produce and consume to imagine a just, sustainable way  
  of living, where all have enough, and all may be restored.  
 

People  enlighten our hearts and remain with your world.  

 

Leader  During this Season of Creation, grant us courage to observe a Sabbath for our  
  planet.  Strengthen us with the faith to trust in your providence. Inspire us with the  
  creativity to share what we have been given.  Teach us to be satisfied with enough.   
  And as we proclaim a Jubilee for the Earth, send Your Holy Spirit to renew the face  
  of the ground.  
 

People  enlighten our hearts and remain with your world.  

 

Leader  We thank you for being with us each day.  Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for 
  justice, love and peace.   Creative Spirit 
 

People  enlighten our hearts and remain with your world.   Amen.  

 

- Adapted for “A Prayer for the Earth” by Pope 
Francis, Laudato Si.  

 



Closing Prayer of Offering 

 

Almighty God;  
you give seed for us to sow,  
and bread for us to eat;  
make us thankful for what we have received;  
make us rich to do those generous things  
which supply your people’s needs;  
so all the world may give you thanks and glory.        

                                                                                                 
-       A New Zealand Prayer Book (1988) p. 141  

 
 
 
A Prayer for Our Future  
 

O God, Giver of all good gifts, we thank You for the grace of serving You by serving our neighbors.  
May our hearts be kind and generous. May our ministry be rooted in love and bold in imagination.  
Having transformed the Parish and Community Center, may our lives and the lives of all who join 
us, continue to be renewed by Your love and the power of the Spirit.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Benediction  

 
                                 May God who established the dance of creation,  
           Who marveled at the lilies of the field,  
                      Who transforms chaos to order,  
                      Lead us to transform our lives 
           To reflect God’s glory in creation.  
 

- Adapted from the CTBI Eco-Congregation 
Programme by DMW 

 
 
 Greeting 
 
 
 



Hymn  414  “God, my King, thy might confessing”  (vs. 1, 3, 5)             Stuttgart     

 

 

 
 
 

Postlude       “’Allegro Spirituoso’ from Concerto in G Major”  y Giovanni Battista Pergolesi 
                         (Mary Sholkovitz, flute) 



Dismissal 
 

                                                     
 

Note on today’s service:   Unless otherwise cited, the following parts of our service are taken from Jubilee for the Earth: 2020 Celebration Guide for 
Season of Creation published by the World Council of Churches in 2020. These parts are: Opening Sentences, Profession of Faith, Prayers for the Season 
of Creation and the Benediction. The “Season of Creation” runs from September 6th – October 4th 2020 
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