
  

Summer   Reading   
For   Rising   5th   Graders   

  
Summer   is   a   great   time   to   relax   with   a   good   book!    This   summer   you   should   read    at   
least     two    books .   The   first   book   should   be   one   from   the   list   below.    The   second   
book   can   be   another   from   the   list   OR   any   book   of   your   choice.   

  
When   you   finish   each   book,   print   and   fill   out   the   story   plot   organizer   at   the   end   of   
this   document.   *You   can   add   up   to   3   additional   events   in   the   rising   action   if   you   
wish.   Just   number   them   and   put   them   on   the   back   of   the   paper.   

  
Bring   your   two   completed   plot   organizers   with   you   on   the   first   day   of   school.   

  
I   hope   you   have   a   terrific   summer!    Spend   lots   of   time   outdoors   (my   favorite   place   
to   read   is   in   my   hammock   swing   in   my   backyard)   and   I   look   forward   to   seeing   all   of   
you   at   the   end   of   August!   

  
Mrs.   Cook   

  
You   must   read   at   least   one   book   from   the   following   list:   

  
  

Ghost   Boys    by   Jewell   Parker   Rhodes   
  

A   heartbreaking   and   powerful   story   about   a   black   boy   killed   by   a   police   
officer,   drawing   connections   through   history,   from   award-winning   author   
Jewell   Parker   Rhodes.   

  
Only   the   living   can   make   the   world   better.   Live   and   make   it   better.   
Twelve-year-old   Jerome   is   shot   by   a   police   officer   who   mistakes   his   toy   gun   for   a   
real   threat.   As   a   ghost,   he   observes   the   devastation   that's   been   unleashed   on   his   
family   and   community   in   the   wake   of   what   they   see   as   an   unjust   and   brutal   killing.   

  
Soon   Jerome   meets   another   ghost:   Emmett   Till,   a   boy   from   a   very   different   time   but   

similar   circumstances.   Emmett   helps   Jerome   process   what   has   happened,   on   a   journey   towards   
recognizing   how   historical   racism   may   have   led   to   the   events   that   ended   his   life.   Jerome   also   meets   
Sarah,   the   daughter   of   the   police   officer,   who   grapples   with   her   father's   actions.   

  
Once   again   Jewell   Parker   Rhodes   deftly   weaves   historical   and   socio-political   layers   into   a   gripping   
and   poignant   story   about   how   children   and   families   face   the   complexities   of   today's   world,   and   how   
one   boy   grows   to   understand   American   blackness   in   the   aftermath   of   his   own   death.   

  
  



  
Home   of   the   Brave    by   Katherine   Applegate   

  
  

Bestselling   author   Katherine   Applegate   presents    Home   of   the   Brave ,   a   
beautifully   wrought   middle   grade   novel   about   an   immigrant's   journey   from   
hardship   to   hope.   

  
Kek   comes   from   Africa.   In   America   he   sees   snow   for   the   first   time,   and   feels   its   
sting.   He's   never   walked   on   ice,   and   he   falls.   He   wonders   if   the   people   in   this   new   
place   will   be   like   the   winter   –   cold   and   unkind.   

  
In   Africa,   Kek   lived   with   his   mother,   father,   and   brother.   But   only   he   and   his   mother   
have   survived,   and   now   she's   missing.   Kek   is   on   his   own.   Slowly,   he   makes   

friends:   a   girl   who   is   in   foster   care;   an   old   woman   who   owns   a   rundown   farm,   and   a   cow   whose   
name   means   "family"   in   Kek's   native   language.   As   Kek   awaits   word   of   his   mother's   fate,   he   weathers   
the   tough   Minnesota   winter   by   finding   warmth   in   his   new   friendships,   strength   in   his   memories,   and   
belief   in   his   new   country.   

  
Home   of   the   Brave    is   a   2008   Bank   Street   -   Best   Children's   Book   of   the   Year.   

  
  

The   Pants   Project    by   Cat   Clarke  
  

A   touching,   humorous   story   of   strong-willed   eleven-year-old   Liv,   who   is   
determined   to   challenge   his   school's   terrible   dress   code   and   change   his   life.   
Inspire   empathy   and   compassion   (and   a   few   laughs!)   in   young   readers   with   
this   stunning   middle-grade   novel.   

"My   name   is   Liv   (Not   Olivia)...   I'm   not   technically   a   girl.   I'm   transgender.   Which   is   a   
bit   like   being   a   Transformer.   Only   not   quite   as   cool   because   I   probably   won't   get   to   
save   the   world   one   day."   

Liv   knows   he   was   always   meant   to   be   a   boy,   but   with   his   new   school's   terrible   dress   
code,   he   can't   even   wear   pants.   Only   skirts.   

Operation:   Pants   Project   begins!   The   only   way   for   Liv   to   get   what   he   wants   is   to   go   after   it   himself.   
But   to   Liv,   this   isn't   just   a   mission   to   change   the   policy―it's   a   mission   to   change   his   life.   And   that's   a   
pretty   big   deal.   

  
Keep   going,   more   books   listed   below    ;)   

    



  
Wonder    by   RJ   Palacio   

  
Kindness   brings   us   together   no   matter   how   far   apart   we   are.   Millions   of   people   
have   read   the   #1   New   York   Times   bestseller   WONDER   and   fallen   in   love   with   
Auggie   Pullman,   an   ordinary   boy   with   an   extraordinary   face.   
  

I   won't   describe   what   I   look   like.   Whatever   you're   thinking,   it's   probably   worse.     
    

August   Pullman   was   born   with   a   facial   difference   that,   up   until   now,   has   prevented   
him   from   going   to   a   mainstream   school.   Starting   5th   grade   at   Beecher   Prep,   he   
wants   nothing   more   than   to   be   treated   as   an   ordinary   kid—but   his   new   classmates   

can’t   get   past   Auggie’s   extraordinary   face.    WONDER ,   now   a   #1    New   York   Times    bestseller   and   
included   on   the   Texas   Bluebonnet   Award   master   list,   begins   from   Auggie’s   point   of   view,   but   soon   
switches   to   include   his   classmates,   his   sister,   her   boyfriend,   and   others.   These   perspectives   
converge   in   a   portrait   of   one   community’s   struggle   with   empathy,   compassion,   and   acceptance.   
  
  

The   Truth   According   to   Mason   Buttle ,   by   Leslie   Connor   
  

From   the   critically   acclaimed   author   of    Waiting   for   Normal    and    All   Rise   for   
the   Honorable   Perry   T.   Cook ,   Leslie   Connor,   comes   a   deeply   poignant   and   
beautifully   crafted   story   about   self-reliance,   redemption,   and   hope.     

Mason   Buttle   is   the   biggest,   sweatiest   kid   in   his   grade,   and   everyone   knows   he   
can   barely   read   or   write.   Mason’s   learning   disabilities   are   compounded   by   grief.   
Fifteen   months   ago,   Mason’s   best   friend,   Benny   Kilmartin,   turned   up   dead   in   the   
Buttle   family’s   orchard.   

An   investigation   drags   on,   and   Mason,   honest   as   the   day   is   long,   can’t   understand   
why   Lieutenant   Baird   won’t   believe   the   story   Mason   has   told   about   that   day.  

Both   Mason   and   his   new   friend,   tiny   Calvin   Chumsky,   are   relentlessly   bullied   by   the   other   boys   in   
their   neighborhood,   so   they   create   an   underground   haven   for   themselves.   When   Calvin   goes   
missing,   Mason   finds   himself   in   trouble   again.   He’s   desperate   to   figure   out   what   happened   to   Calvin   
and,   eventually,   Benny.   

But   will   anyone   believe   him?   

  
The   first   story   plot   organizer   has   been   filled   out   for   you   based   on   the   book   you   
read   in   class   this   year,   Tiger   Rising.   Use   this   sample   to   help   you   fill   out   story   plot   
organizers   for   your   two   summer   reading   books.   

  
Print   two   copies   of   the   blank   story   plot   organizer   on   the   next   page,   one   for   each   
book.   

  
*Remember   that   you   can   add   up   to   3   events   in   the   rising   action   if   you   need   to.    Just   number   
them   4,   5,   6   and   put   them   on   the   back   of   the   sheet.   

    



  

  



  

Name:   

  


