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;;”Blkby Ranch

(Continued- from pag’e W-I}

poker game-that—kept him from home several —
days. Mrs. B decided if he could do that, she
could splurge, The exqulmte sideboard is monu-
mental proof that she could.

IN THE WOOD-PANELED nffices at the back _
—of-the house are evidences of the vastness of the — —— :‘f

£

L am to 6 p.m.; hours for other exhibited homes

: &hapter. says proceeds from the annual event \wll ;

ki k. *
~on WAL Tour
. Other Homes
Tickets for next Sunday’s Home Tour; spon-
sored by the.Women's Architectural League; -
Long Beach District; will.be'available-at the five .

toar homes, They can be visited in any order. = -
Only the Bixby Ranch will be open-from 10 .

~“3ill be 12 noon to'5p:m,
. Mrs. Arthur V. Hoyer, presndent of the local

o for architectural scholarships at the Univer- .

—ranch_operation.Alsothere are engravings—of — --—a,—!
Fred Bixby's smoking habite—a criss-cross pat- z
“tern of scratches where he struck his matches 3
on the wall. '3. '
The ranch was completely self-sustaining EL Pag
with a staff that included blacksmiths, choremen, @
milkmen, gardeners, horse breakers, teamsters,
cowboys, carpenters and cooks, All food wis
raised on the premises, including spices and
sugar beets.
‘Gardens of every variety testify to the Bix-
bys’ love for-nature. There are rocks and cactus
hauled by wagon from Arizona . .. two rubber
trees in the front yard (pictured on cover) are the
second oldest of their species in the state, Walks
are lined with Italian cypress, oleander, pepper
trees. Arbors, tennis courts, verandas and mean-
dering walks echo of yesteryear.

TODAY, with only a small staff, the ranch
house and grounds (now only 9 acres) are kept
manicured and well-groomed for occasional
weekend visits of surviving members of the Bix-
- by clan—Mrs, Preston Hotchkis of San Marino,
Mrs. Ed Janew#y of Santa Ynez and Fred Bixby,
Los Angeles, all children of Fred and Florence
Bixby. : :
Once one of the largest ranches in the world,
the barns and stables are now deserted.

But they stand as living monument of bygone
days, of the strength of a family, a state and a
nation.

This Sunday the Bixbys will slm:e that - haf
itage with all of Long Beach.

HUHT!NE;TON HARBog Norman Gottlieb residence, also in Lakewood. A

* L:B. Chamber of Commierce, to further its pro-

-

~Japan to California with sweeping lines, Shoji

sity ‘of-Seuthern California and to the civic bgau- :
tification committee of the Women's. Division,

gram.

VARD‘:.'I’Y IS the keynote of homes se!ected

for this year's tour.

The David 'Grand residence, in- Huntington

. Harbour, duly oriented to a landscaped atrium, .
_has a sweeping view of the surrounding water ' |
and offers a new dnnenswn to Southern Califor-
nia living.

The beauty of Japan is captured in the' Park
Estates home 6f Mr. and Mrs. J. Donald Locke.
The owners, who have traveled widely in the Ori-
ent, have brought the serenity and atmosphere of

'screens, Japanese black pine&—even a Japanese
garden complete with swimming ponl and tea '
house. ‘

Luxurious spaciousness sets the atmosphere. -
for the rambling contemporary estate home of
the Dr. Harry Johnsons, Lakewood, designed for
an artistically-inclined family. Built-on-an-acre- |-
of ground, encompassing a building area of 6,000
sq. ft., the home has a magnificent view of the
golf course, an interior garden and swmmlng
~ pool recreation area. :

A low cantilevered roof projection over’ the
entry walk presents an invitation to enter the

glass-walled living =~~m, deliberately undmped
allows full viewing of a specmlly landseaped
~yard.

“A First:” || 09.13.1964
PAGE TWO



-
Y

«
. > ey t.:fl‘;
\\j: =y x}:‘_q_ 1 ...‘?

of heritage
can be ours!

See BIXBY RANCH, page W+
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1967

W-

ADOBE AND OLD RQOTS that's Rancho
Los Alamitos, for four generations the home
livelihood and life of the John Bixby and Fred
Bixby families. This historic site—along with
its "twin'' rancho, Los Cerritos—once was
hub of a vast ranching empire that stretched

beyond the city's present-day boundaries

f photo by Curi

king East Long Beach, the rambling
haciénda includes walls of the rancho’s first
adobe structure, builtin W06 and reqarded
as oldest residential-landmark in the area.
The bur ning rubber tree—second oldest

n California—is, like Ranche Los Alamitos,
deeply rooted in cur present-day heritage.
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aloof, a hauntingly beautiful
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f vesterday and today. Here the beholder — for
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WHAT CHe\'\(JES ave been made in
\:pg sal to the ¢
“Two substantial concession,” Hotc
he first: a change in. the intial require
co unity buildi }. be constructed as part
restoration progr
he second: a Lhan~r~ in terms of the right to revert

e proposal, asking for city »\oendmuea amount
to -approximately $50, 000 for resto
improvement would. provide that no c
he built for at least a vear after the site has heen rt'slm'cd
After that — and for a two-ve: ..\.1 — in lpr(m.«d
citizens could force the
by raising $37,500 i
cosi. After three vears
the city felt it was needed on

eet specificat

T'HE MODIFIED REVERTER s that if
there is damage or destruction too severe to Warrant res-
toration, the land would not revert to the family — provid-

ed the city transform the site and maintain it as a park or
aboretum

But the Bixby clan is dead set on its decree that “the
site should be restored. maintained and used as a ‘living’
historical site”” . . . geared toward becoming a hub of
worthwhile community activities.”

SPANNING THE YEARS
-« - Mrs. Roger Pryor
measures historic pact
of walls four feet wide.
“Above arch, the horns of
01d Star, an ox that pulled
John Bixbys plow during.
1880s.

ENTIRE COLLECTION

at
DRASTIC REDUCTIONS

. . without sacrifice of
quality and style . .. a
wonderful opportunity te
buy Mink and other Furs
ot INCREDIBLE SAVINGS!

Terms, BunkAmericard, Master Chq
OPEN EVERY WIGHT TILL CHRISTMAS

3&5&/5 by DA

203 East 3rd St. HE

DOWNTOWN LONG BEAC
® Repair @ Reline @ Restyle ® Re-d

AS THE BIXBY FAMILIES
grew, so did the hacienda
—from 4 to 19 rooms.

In the-osmosis, the library
(right) ended up with no
windows. But Mrs. Fred
Bixby (Florence)) put in a
skylight—and it soon
became the most used room
in the house. She spent her
“egg money” for sets of
books until shelves

covered all the library
walls.
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