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Since 1930, Soroptimist International of Chico’s mission is to improve the lives of women and girls by providing them with resources and opportunities to reach their full potential and live their dreams.  We are a global volunteer organization that provides women and girls with access to the education and training they need to achieve social and economic empowerment. To learn more, go to SoroptimistChico.org.


Please tell us about your nonprofit organization
· Nonprofit Name:  Girls on the Run of the North State
· Website Address:  www.gotrnorthstate.org
· Facebook Address:  Girls on the Run International
· Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 284, Chico, CA 95927
· Contact Name & Title:  Bonnie Chapman, Board Chairperson/Claire Johnson, Executive Director
· Contact Email:  bkchap2@yahoo.com, claire@gotrnorthstate.org 
· Preferred Phone:   530-228-1724, 530-636-0786	

What is the mission of your nonprofit organization?
At Girls on the Run North State, teaching critical life skills is the cornerstone of our research-based programs. Meeting in small teams, trained volunteer coaches inspire team members to strengthen confidence and other important life skills through dynamic, interactive lessons and physical activity.

How does your nonprofit organization benefit women and girls?
Girls on the Run inspires individuals of all abilities to recognize their unique strengths, while building a sense of connection in a team setting. Volunteer coaches facilitate lessons that blend physical activity with life skill development to enable team members to adapt to whatever comes their way. At the end of the season, the team completes a 5K together, which provides a tangible sense of accomplishment and sets a confident mindset into motion. Girls on the run is helping prepare the next generation of women to be confident, self-assured, and successful. 

Briefly describe the project or nature of the needs of your nonprofit organization. Is this a new or ongoing expense? This grant is being written to help with two categories of need for Girls on the Run. These are scholarships for two Junior High, Heart and Sole teams and expenses around compliance with new laws requiring our coaches to have both state and federal background checks. 

1. Every season we are faced with a high percentage of girls who want to participate in our program, but their families are unable to afford it. The vast majority of our fundraising goes directly to scholarships that provide this vital program to those girls. We are hopeful that Soroptimist will step in and help provide the scholarships needed for the two Junior High teams for Spring 2025. Each Junior High team will be comprised of 15 girls.
2. New laws around background checks (California Assembly Bill 506) have now gone into effect requiring our coaches to be screened at an unprecedented level. We have always done background checks but now have to screen coaches at state and federal levels. The cost for these screenings is high. Our previous program of background checks cost $8.00 per coach and with the new standard will cost between $27.00-$35.00 per coach. The difference between our budgeted allocation and the actual cost for spring season background checks is $2,000. Soroptimist of Marysville/Yuba City has agreed to cover half of this amount, and we are asking SI Chico to grant us the funding for the remainder. 

How many people will these funds benefit? What percentage are women and girls?
2 teams of 15 Junior High aged girls (30 total) for scholarships and our entire program will be impacted by the background checking of coaches (serving almost 600 girls this spring season). 

What is the estimated cost of the project or needs of your nonprofit organization? How much are you requesting?

We are requesting $7,700. The money would be allocated as follows:

Two full teams of 15 girls at Bidwell and Chico Junior = $6750.00

$1,000 to cover half of the additional expenses for background checks for coaches, splitting the total extra expense of $2000 with SI Marysville/Yuba City

With this level of donation, Soroptimist will be the title sponsor of Girls on the Run of the North State’s spring season and the logo will appear on the front of every shirt with over 1,000 participants including girls, running buddies and community runners at 3 total 5K events. 

How did you hear about Soroptimist?
We have a long-standing relationship between our organizations with missions in alignment and partnership in helping girls in our community. 
Have you requested funds from Soroptimist International of Chico or any Soroptimist club in the past?
Yes
Were funds approved?  If so, when and how much?
The amount has varied annually based on fund availability.
If Soroptimist International of Chico has contributed to your non-profit in the past, how were the funds used and publicly recognized? Please be specific.
The funds are always used for scholarships for girls to participate in the program. Soroptimist is recognized on our program shirts, banners, on the website and during our in person 5K events. 

Thank you for your consideration and ongoing support of Girls on the Run. Please reach out with any questions or for more information.

Please note that our review and procedural process is about 3-4 months and that our volunteer service organization is not in session during the Summer from July 1 to August 31.  Feel free to attach additional information to your application.

Send completed applications to Giving@SoroptimistChico.org
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