Ruby Women Helping Women Award Introduction

Formerly the Soroptimist Making a Difference for Women Award, established in 1974 in honor of International Women’s Day, the name was changed to the Ruby Award to celebrate Ruby Minar, the first federation president. Its purpose is to recognize women who, through their professional or personal efforts, are making extraordinary differences in the lives of women or girls.  Honorees are women who have done that with effectiveness and heart. This award comes with a $1,000 that the recipient can donate to a charity of her choice.

This year we recognize Liz Granskog, president of the Discovery Shoppe, an all-women, all volunteer thrift store that gives out over a hundred thousand dollars annually to multiple local non-profits that serve the community. Many of these focus on empowering women and girls, Soroptimist’s primary mission.

 For the last eight years Liz has run this complex operation with great organizational skill and a heart that makes the volunteers feel appreciated.  Diane, Carla, and I can attest to the pleasure of being floor workers in such a well-run and worthwhile charity. We also enjoy donating what we are not wearing and buying reasonably priced classic wear.

No surprise: Liz is giving her $1,000 award to the Discovery Shoppe.

Cathy Henley, who has known Liz for many years and secretary of the Discovery Shoppe board,  will tell us more about Liz and why we are honored to celebrate her today.
