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[bookmark: _GoBack]The purpose of Seeds of Learning’s scholarship program is to be able to offer students who show the potential to be leaders in their community and who otherwise do not have the economic means to do so, to continue studying. There continues to be an ongoing need in Nicaragua for support at all levels, and in particular the higher education level. Students dream of pursuing education and becoming professionals. They want to expand their knowledge, and we are proud to be able to help them (with the support of your club also!) continue their studies and to keep learning. Resources continue to be scarce in Nicaragua. Costs continue to go up and are prohibitively high for families to be able to afford sending their children to primary, secondary and the university.  

As of November, we have a total of 57 students in the Dario area in the scholarship students whom we are supporting. 

Each of the students continues to also volunteer to help their community and others in some way, in exchange for the scholarship. They, as well as their families, our staff in Nicaragua and here are very grateful for the ongoing support of Soroptimist International Club of Chico. Thank you.  

Thank you once again for your support and encouragement over the years. Please let us know if any of you have questions about the program or our work in Nicaragua. 

Below is a link to our photo albums below depicting the Highlights and Events of this past quarter, which includes some of the scholarship activities this past year:

2023 – 3rd Quarter, Highlights & Events you can see the album here.

Currently, we are supporting18 primary school students and 35 secondary school, and 4 university students. 

Approximate costs of supporting students is as follows:
· Primary school - $25 per month or $250 per year
· Secondary (high) school - $50 per month or $500 per year
· University - $100 per month or $1,000 per year

We provide more than just materials and resources for students to go to school; we also provide opportunities for students to develop their potential and skills by leading service projects in their communities. This facilitates the development of key values such as solidarity, social responsibility, and commitment to community development. More than a scholarship program, this program is an opportunity for young leaders to develop the knowledge, self-confidence and inspiration to take the lead in their communities to build more equitable and just societies.

Through this program, past scholarship students have been transformed into confident, educated, and serving leaders in their communities. Since our program (also called the Educational Advancement Program (or EAP) began in 1996, SOL has awarded 1,993 scholarships at the primary, secondary, and university levels between Nicaragua and El Salvador.  Many are the first college graduates in their families and communities.

Most of our high school and all of our university students will be the first one in their communities to receive a university degree (upon completion of their courses). This impacts their family, their community, and ultimately their country. They will be able to obtain a decent paying job, and help to get out of the cycle of economic poverty to which each of them has been born into. The students continue to be very committed to not only helping their families economically, but to serving their communities both now and in the future.  

In addition to continuing their studies, all students work closely with our staff in Nicaragua to create and plan service projects (which we call “Social Projects”. This past year, we saw some incredible success from these projects. Marisela, one young woman in particular worked with her community youth to develop and hold a Reading Campaign. She was complimented by both parents and the community teacher by the progress which was seen in the reading abilities and comprehension of the students who were engaged in the reading campaign she helped to organize and run.

Past community service projects have included:
· Creation of a library at a local primary school
· Reforestation projects with youth
· Tutoring, and reading projects for youth and adults and others


Thank you for considering support of the Seeds of Learning Scholarship Program in Nicaragua. 

PO Box 2107  •  Sonoma, CA 95476  •  info@seedsoflearning.org
(707) 939-0471  •  www.seedsoflearning.org 
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