Meet Megan Lute, New Member of SI Chico, September 2024
Hi Everyone!
My name is Megan Lute, and I am SO honored to be a Soroptimist!
 I had an entire bio written out prior to the one you’re about to hear, and I decided to delete the whole thing because I realized I was sharing things that didn’t necessarily highlight who I am today. Rather than over-sharing about things that I haven’t thought about in years, I’ll try to focus on the stuff that I would enjoy everyone asking me more about.
In a nutshell, I grew up in Oakdale, CA and graduated High School in 2012. I did theater all 4 years and took countless art classes. I went to Columbia Junior College in Sonora, CA for 4 years while I worked at Oakdale Golf and Country Club. My favorite college course was my humanities class. I moved to Chico in 2016 and received my BS in Recreation, Hospitality & Parks Management with an emphasis in Event Management in 2018. I’m your classic, ‘moved to Chico and never left” story. I spent my student years working as the Banquet Captain here at Canyon Oaks Country Club. (Boy-oh-boy do I have a lot of memories in this room!) I ended up leaving Canyon Oaks to start managing the Luna Room at Sol Mexican Grill. The COVID shutdown hit during my time at Sol and initiated my exit from the event management world. 
 I started working at Golden Valley Bank in March 2021. I am currently a Relationship Banker at Golden Valley Bank, and the way I like to describe it is: “Hospitality, but with banking!” Rather than problem solving during someone’s wedding day to make everything perfect, I’m building relationships with local business owners and providing personalized banking solutions so the owners can focus more on WHY they started their business in the first place. Someone’s WHY is usually tied to passion. Which leads me to sharing my “WHYs for life.”
 I’ve always been creative in multiple avenues, but I find the most joy in painting. In recent years I’ve led several paint & sip events and was lucky enough to host some of the ladies in this room! I love live music. I love beer and wine! I love pickles. I love spicy things – especially Thai food! I love being cozy with a cup of coffee on a Sunday morning with fresh air sweeping in through the window and classic Brazilian music playing. I love tiny things in nature. I love the smell of sunscreen. I love my 90 lb. chocolate lab named Taz. Basically, I love all the small moments in life that add up to make it mean something.
 I met my best friend and partner 5 years ago, and we just got engaged in June! John proposed on the river’s edge in Prague with the Charles Bridge in the background. He claims he isn’t romantic, but then he goes and does stuff like this ALL the time! We will be getting married in February of 2026 in Tulum, Mexico! When we travel, we travel for culture in the way of food and drink! Hole-in-the-wall experiences are our bread and butter, and I can’t imagine doing this life with anyone else.
 I always remind myself – do everything in life because YOU want to do it. Don’t do things because you THINK others want you to be a certain way. Be yourself. Be silly. Be creative. Surround yourself with things that fill your cup and be kind along the way to others doing the same thing.
 
 

