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Since 1930, Soroptimist International of Chico’s mission is to improve the lives of women and girls by providing them with resources and opportunities to reach their full potential and live their dreams.  We are a global volunteer organization that provides women and girls with access to the education and training they need to achieve social and economic empowerment. To learn more, go to SoroptimistChico.org.


Please tell us about your nonprofit organization
· Nonprofit Name:  The American Association of University Women, Paradise (the AAUW California Special Projects Fund is our 501(c)3 agency). The AAUW CA SPF EID is 68-0463071; this grant would be entirely tax deductible and would be confirmed by letter from the SPF. See attached letter of confirmation from the U.S. Treasury and one from the California Franchise Tax Board.
· 
· Website Address:  aauwparadise.angelfire.com
· Facebook Address:  N/A
· Mailing Address:  AAUW Paradise, P.O. Box 1585, Paradise, CA 95967-1585
· Contact Name & Title:  Carol Holzgrafe, Tech Trek Branch Coordinator, AAUW Paradise board member
· Contact Email:  carol@holzgrafe.com
· Preferred Phone:   530-774-4009

What is the mission of your nonprofit organization?
To improve the lives of women and girls through gender equity, educational access, and social protection.

How does your nonprofit organization benefit women and girls?
Because the young 8th grade women we send to Tech Trek are exposed to many kinds of exciting science, technology, engineering and math and to women working in these areas, a great many of our campers will choose college majors and careers in those fields – far beyond normally expected rates. This is AAUW’s part in increasing the number of women in STEM careers and giving them access to fulfilling and well-paid careers. A week at Tech Trek also encourages these girls to take as much science and math as possible in high school so they may choose any path when they reach college. Our Tech Trek student population is quite diverse which can offer new opportunities to families.

Briefly describe the project or nature of the needs of your nonprofit organization. Is this a new or ongoing expense?
This is an annual expense limited to one week during summer. Tech Trek is an all-scholarship, all-female, all volunteer science, math, engineering, and technology camp for local girls entering 8th grade. They spend six days living the life of a college student, complete with dormitory, dining hall, and hands-on labs and field trips. They meet other girls with similar interests (not always available at home) and to women working in many exciting fields.

How many people will these funds benefit? What percentage are women and girls? 
AAUW Paradise sends 2 or 3 Paradise Junior High girls to Tech Trek each summer. We would send more if we had additional funds. Everyone who staffs, teaches, or attends AAUW Tech Trek STEM Camps for Girls is female. 

What is the estimated cost of the project or needs of your nonprofit organization?
$1,200 per girl for one week at Tech Trek U.C. Davis in July 2025.

How much are you requesting?
$1,000

How did you hear about Soroptimist?
We have members who are also Soroptimist members; we are also members of the Chico AAUW which Soroptimist supports each year. And we happily attend the annual Soroptimist lunch to hear stories of many other nonprofit groups your organization supports.

Have you requested funds from Soroptimist International of Chico or any Soroptimist club in the past?
Yes, we requested funds in 2023.

Were funds approved?  If so, when and how much? 
Yes, funds were granted; I believe we received $1,000.

If Soroptimist International of Chico has contributed to your non-profit in the past, how were the funds used and publicly recognized? Please be specific.
All funds are entirely spent on the scholarships (room, board, supplies at camp). Other costs are paid by AAUW Paradise. We always write a letter of thanks to Soroptimist; we speak highly of the group to friends and in a letter to the editor of the Chico Enterprise-Record. Additionally, this year we plan to use a photo of our members receiving the check and will have it published in the Chico E-R. And I understand that several of our AAUW Paradise members plan to join Soroptimists, Int’l. of Chico.

Please note that our review and procedural process is about 3-4 months and that our volunteer service organization is not in session during the Summer from July 1 to August 31.  Feel free to attach additional information to your application.

Send completed applications to Giving@SoroptimistChico.org
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