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Since 1930, Soroptimist International of Chico’s mission is to improve the lives of women and girls by providing them with resources and opportunities to reach their full potential and live their dreams.  We are a global volunteer organization that provides women and girls with access to the education and training they need to achieve social and economic empowerment. To learn more, go to SoroptimistChico.org.


Please tell us about your nonprofit organization
· Nonprofit Name:  Community Action Agency of Butte County, Inc. - The Esplanade House
· Website Address:  Community Action Agency of Butte County, Inc. – Helping people, changing lives
· Facebook Address: Facebook
· Mailing Address:  181 E. Shasta Ave. Building 3 Chico, CA 95973
· Contact Name & Title:  Brian Boyer – Director of Community Services
· Contact Email:  bboyer@buttecaa.com
· Preferred Phone:   530-712-2840	

What is the mission of your nonprofit organization?

To improve the economic security and well-being of low-income residents of Butte County and our surrounding service area through diverse housing, human service programs and community collaborations.

How does your nonprofit organization benefit women and girls?
Our transitional housing program provides critical support to women and girls who are experiencing homelessness, empowering them to rebuild their lives in a safe and supportive environment. Women often face unique challenges, such as escaping domestic violence, single parenthood, and wage inequities, which contribute to their vulnerability to homelessness. Our program directly addresses these issues by offering stable housing, case management, and access to resources that promote self-sufficiency and long-term stability.
We prioritize services tailored to the needs of women and girls, including trauma-informed care, educational opportunities, job training, and life skills development. These initiatives help women regain confidence and independence, enabling them to secure employment, continue their education, and achieve financial stability. For young girls, the program provides a stable environment that supports their emotional well-being, educational success, and healthy development, breaking the cycle of poverty and homelessness.
Through our work, we create lasting change for women and girls, fostering resilience, empowerment, and the tools needed to build a brighter future. By investing in our program, you are directly contributing to the upliftment and empowerment of women and girls in our community.

Briefly describe the project or nature of the needs of your nonprofit organization. Is this a new or ongoing expense?
Our project aims to provide girls in our transitional housing program with the opportunity to attend summer camps and participate in enriching activities during their summer break. These experiences are vital for their emotional, social, and educational development. Many of the girls in our program have faced significant challenges, including homelessness and trauma, which can limit their access to positive, structured environments where they can learn, grow, and simply be kids.
This is a new initiative designed to ensure that the girls in our program have access to the same opportunities as their peers. Activities like summer camps, art programs, and educational field trips help build self-confidence, foster creativity, and encourage teamwork, while also providing a sense of normalcy during a time of significant transition in their lives.
Funding for this project would cover costs such as camp fees, transportation, supplies, and any necessary support services to ensure each girl can fully participate. By supporting this initiative, you will help us create meaningful experiences that enrich the lives of these young girls and provide them with lasting memories and skills that will benefit them far into the future.

How many people will these funds benefit? What percentage are women and girls?

The funds from this grant will directly benefit approximately 10-15 girls in our transitional housing program, depending on the specific activities and associated costs. These funds will be used exclusively for girls, meaning that 100% of the beneficiaries will be girls. By providing enriching summer opportunities, this project focuses on empowering young women and fostering their personal growth during a pivotal time in their lives.

What is the estimated cost of the project or needs of your nonprofit organization?
$2,000

How much are you requesting?
$2,000

How did you hear about Soroptimist?
Michelle Rasmussen

Have you requested funds from Soroptimist International of Chico or any Soroptimist club in the past?
While Soroptimist International of Chico has supported individual clients in the past, we are unaware of ever receiving a community grant.

Were funds approved?  If so, when and how much?
N/A

If Soroptimist International of Chico has contributed to your non-profit in the past, how were the funds used and publicly recognized? Please be specific.
N/A

If awarded this grant, we would proudly recognize the Soroptimist Club’s generous support through several channels. This includes:
1. Social Media Acknowledgments: Posts on our organization's social media platforms, highlighting the Soroptimist Club’s contribution and the impact it is making on the lives of the girls in our program.
2. Event Recognition: Verbal acknowledgment during any events or community gatherings associated with the summer activities.
3. Printed Materials: Inclusion of the Soroptimist Club’s name and logo in any printed or digital materials related to the project, such as newsletters or reports.
4. Thank You Letters and Photos: A personalized thank-you letter from our organization and, with parental permission, photos or stories of the girls participating in the funded activities, demonstrating the tangible impact of the grant.
These efforts will ensure the Soroptimist Club receives meaningful and visible recognition for its support.


Please note that our review and procedural process is about 3-4 months and that our volunteer service organization is not in session during the Summer from July 1 to August 31.  Feel free to attach additional information to your application.

Send completed applications to Giving@SoroptimistChico.org
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