Readings for Thursday, February 26, 2026

Photini — The Samaritan Woman, c. 67

Psalm 119:33-40

33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, *
and I shall keep it to the end.

34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; *
I shall keep it with all my heart.

35 Make me go in the path of your commandments, *
for that is my desire.

36 Incline my heart to your decrees *
and not to unjust gain.

37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; *
give me life in your ways.

38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, *
which you make to those who fear you.

39 Turn away the reproach which I dread, *
because your judgments are good.

40 Behold, I long for your commandments; *
in your righteousness preserve my life.



Genesis 24:12-20

And he said, ‘O Lord, God of my master Abraham, please grant me success today and show
steadfast love to my master Abraham. I am standing here by the spring of water, and the
daughters of the townspeople are coming out to draw water. Let the girl to whom I shall
say, “Please offer your jar that I may drink”, and who shall say, “Drink, and I will water
your camels”—Ilet her be the one whom you have appointed for your servant Isaac. By this I
shall know that you have shown steadfast love to my master.’

Before he had finished speaking, there was Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel son of
Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, coming out with her water-jar on her
shoulder. The girl was very fair to look upon, a virgin whom no man had known. She went
down to the spring, filled her jar, and came up. Then the servant ran to meet her and said,
‘Please let me sip a little water from your jar.” ‘Drink, my lord,” she said, and quickly
lowered her jar upon her hand and gave him a drink. When she had finished giving him a
drink, she said, ‘I will draw for your camels also, until they have finished drinking.” So she
quickly emptied her jar into the trough and ran again to the well to draw, and she drew for
all his camels.



John 4:4-26

But he had to go through Samaria. So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the
plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus,
tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.

A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink’. (His
disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is it
that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?’ (Jews do not share things in
common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is
that is saying to you, “Give me a drink”, you would have asked him, and he would have
given you living water.” The woman said to him, ‘Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is
deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who
gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?’ Jesus said to her,
‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water
that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a
spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water,
so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.’

Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come back.” The woman answered him, ‘I
have no husband.’ Jesus said to her, ‘You are right in saying, “I have no husband”; for you
have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have
said is true!” The woman said to him, ‘Sir, I see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors
worshipped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in
Jerusalem.” Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do
not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is
coming, and is now here, when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and
truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, ‘T know that
Messiah is coming’ (who is called Christ). ‘When he comes, he will proclaim all things to
us.’ Jesus said to her, ‘T am he, the one who is speaking to you.’

Collect:

O Almighty God, whose most blessed Son revealed to the Samaritan woman that He is indeed
the Christ, the Savior of the World; Grant us to drink of the well that springs up to everlasting
life that we may worship you in spirit and in truth through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.



Photini

The Samaritan Woman, c. 67

When Jesus passed through Samaria (John 4:3-42) he stopped at Jacob’s Well in Sychar, a
well that the patriarch Jacob had left to his son Joseph. Sitting by the well to rest, the Lord
asked a Samaritan woman who came to the well to draw water to give him a drink. The
request violated cultural taboos—a man speaking privately with a woman, and a Jew
speaking to a Samaritan—anticipating the theological insight of Galatians 3:28. Their brief
encounter is one of notable theological depth in which Jesus makes the first of several
important “I am” statements in John’s Gospel. The Samaritan woman had been married
five times and was living with a man to whom she was not married. Whether this was
through her own fault or due to unfortunate circumstances beyond her control the text
does not indicate. However, she has the distinct honor of being the first person to whom
Jesus reveals his Messianic title and the f irst person to preach the gospel that Jesus is the
Christ.

While unnamed in the Johannine text, Orthodox Christian tradition has it that the
woman was baptized by the Apostles on the first Pentecost and given the name Photini,
“the enlightened one” (Svetlana, in the Russian Church). Celebrated in the Orthodox
Church as an Evangelist, “Equal to the Apostles,” a significant hagiography developed
around her. She, her sisters, and her children are said to have been cruelly tortured and
martyred at the command of the emperor Nero.

Over the centuries many churches have been built at the site of Jacob’s Well, where
Jesus held discourse with the Samaritan woman; the present church building within Bir
Ya’qub Monastery was built in 1893 by order of the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem
and consecrated to St. Photini.
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