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Briefing Note from Elaine Baxter-Trahair, 
Chief Administrative Officer 

Government relations activities: 
Regional 

• Strategic ongoing advocacy to advance Regional priorities during the pre-election period: 
o Elaine Baxter-Trahair met with newly appointed Deputy Minister Paul Halucha of 

Housing and Infrastructure Communities Canada (HICC) to create familiarity with our 
housing projects and advocate for swift approval of our housing applications. 

o Elaine Baxter-Trahair met with MMAH Deputy Minister Greenberg to discuss joint 
projects proposed by Regional CAOs.  

o Chair Henry sent a letter to Minister Miller, supporting Minister Nolan-Quinn’s request to 
expand programs eligible for Post Graduate Work Permit based on labour market need.  

o Social Services staff discussed the critical need for intergovernmental collaboration at a 
roundtable with MMHA and Minister Calandra.  

• The Region received positive funding decisions for many of its applications which were the 
subject of government relations advocacy: 
Amount Program Funder Purpose 

$20 M Housing-Enabling Core 
Servicing Stream funding 

Provincial To expand Bowmanville Ave in 
Clarington and unlock 7,934 new 
housing units. 

$6.3 M Homelessness, Addiction and 
Recovery Treatment (HART) 
Hub. 

Provincial  Led by Durham Community 
Health Centre, collaboration to 
address complex needs. 

$4.7 M Last Mile Funding under 
Canada-Ontario Community 
Housing Initiative Residual 
(COCHI) and Canada-Ontario 
Housing Benefit (COHB) top up 

Provincial  50 Portable housing benefits 
and funds to advance the 
Refuge and Ritson Road 
Development to complete 
community housing. 

$52.7 M Canada Public Transit Fund Federal  Baseline funding for DRT over 
10 years. 

$6.4 M Unsheltered Homelessness and 
Encampment Initiative funding 

Federal  To advance Phase 2 of 1635 
Dundas and build supportive 
housing units. 

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1005610/ontario-investing-in-the-success-of-rural-communities
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1005610/ontario-investing-in-the-success-of-rural-communities
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1005653/ontario-building-safer-communities-with-18-additional-homelessness-and-addiction-recovery-treatment-hubs
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1005653/ontario-building-safer-communities-with-18-additional-homelessness-and-addiction-recovery-treatment-hubs
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1005653/ontario-building-safer-communities-with-18-additional-homelessness-and-addiction-recovery-treatment-hubs
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/1005639/ontario-investing-in-housing-to-move-vulnerable-people-out-of-encampments
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/1005639/ontario-investing-in-housing-to-move-vulnerable-people-out-of-encampments
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/1005639/ontario-investing-in-housing-to-move-vulnerable-people-out-of-encampments
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/1005639/ontario-investing-in-housing-to-move-vulnerable-people-out-of-encampments
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/1005639/ontario-investing-in-housing-to-move-vulnerable-people-out-of-encampments
https://housing-infrastructure.canada.ca/cptf-ftcc/bf-fb/index-eng.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/housing-infrastructure-communities/news/2025/01/government-of-canada-announces-additional-agreements-with-municipalities-on-homelessness.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/housing-infrastructure-communities/news/2025/01/government-of-canada-announces-additional-agreements-with-municipalities-on-homelessness.html
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Provincial & Federal 
• A new provincial Youth Wellness Hub in Ajax will serve youth aged 12-15 from across Durham 

Region providing mental health, primary care and wellness services. 
• A letter from Minister Calandra outlines the proposed Municipal Accountability Act,  to establish 

a municipal code of conduct, enabling the Integrity Commissioner to penalize conduct 
violations. 

• The Province announced Ontario Corps, a group of skilled professionals and volunteers 
that the province can deploy to help communities respond to natural disasters and other 
emergencies. 

• Minister of Transport announced that the Pickering Airport Lands will not be used for a future 
airport site and at least some of the lands will be transferred to Parks Canada. 

• Federal cabinet shuffles include Nate Erskine-Smith, Minister of HICC, and Dominic LeBlanc, 
Minister of Finance and Intergovernmental Affairs. Steven MacKinnon, Minister of 
Employment, Workforce Development and Labour. 

Current items of interest: 
• Fosterbrooke Long-Term Care facility closure January 23 due to a burst water pipe  

• Relocation of residents to a temporary evacuation site, Diane Hamre Recreation Complex.  
• Durham Region’s Emergency Social Services with support from Durham Region Transit 

and the Red Cross, found temporary accommodation that met the care needs of individual 
residents and provided transportation  

• All residents were relocated to temporary Long-Term Care homes by January 27.  
• KI tablets available for all area residents and businesses located near nuclear generating stations 

- Region of Durham  
• Celebrate Black History - Together We Rise Durham: Resistance, Resilience, Possibility - Region 

of Durham 

Road work: 
• Speed limit reduction and community safety zone in Beaverton - Region of Durham 

Key activities from January: 
• Regional Chair statement:  

• Regional Chair brings greetings for the new year - Region of Durham 
• Delivering Durham’s connected future: Broadband milestone achieved ahead of schedule - 

Region of Durham 
• Health Department celebrates National Non-Smoking Week January 19 to 25 - Region of Durham 
• Discover your next role with the Film and Television Industry Career Fair - Region of Durham 
• Youth member vacancy: Durham Environment & Climate Advisory Committee (DECAC) - Region 

of Durham 
• Application deadline extended for Durham Region’s Anti-Racism Taskforce - Region of Durham 
• Set the scene for your business to be a part of Durham’s film and television industry - Region of 

Durham 
• Share ideas for programs and services at the Beaverton Heights Community Hub - Region of 

Durham 
• Regional Council approves 2025 Business Plans and Budget including water and sewer rates - 

Region of Durham 

https://patricebarnesmpp.ca/ontario-making-it-easier-for-youth-in-durham-region-to-connect-to-essential-health-services/
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/1005483/ontario-supporting-stronger-local-governance
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu32956855.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.2IfI6TxC8-2FSlD5Hi-2FcHX9wH3g0HpdBl05BnDZBib446yIAe1tLBfNnNi4lY8tzXnZWG75emOTbtaR5mpA1ljSBjsUzO704AqIGDP-2FPwV3y3GSSaf1MRZvNtgrLZKmwxWHAgmvIaRjnhyOrfSZVgoWUbRkGeGOtn9juz-2BKYkl2NOvI83oTu8-2BozUiqCVGx9zKd-2BDOnP-2FycvK-2FNfXTeUudKeqcqFR4lT7vrv4th-2FnyPAHyjLB4FBX7YDiCw3EuT9k9jBuS_i2l0JY0a-2B5IHliMJOpuAQjPMDWXvKnnUWgg8j-2Fjav5VOI5HKdxixdRhJxXdozKcpYDyAIcTLtDTO8syMoqykJ3aVwSJQGJx-2BvB9qvEA2JO1bQP7l0wdePiYgpYdJRu-2FJ0lSiZqCuJtUgcff8-2BM86rZg4uHuBscP1-2F82VVK8SIp8xg4bWnUE1AsigVw4n1hOaQvkzhro0dof4meHb6t9Af8HzujRIsTKXSXTszW56o9ndC9jiWkRFa6tLF3LGeuf9nH71RH8wcITJcVILdxcFWZx7Ti2cFOJuqjC-2BeE0E2rrtFgCedv5jDgRF2ppB5lQ3hA1J3-2FvsLb9gB6Bb9Di72w-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Camanda.bongard%40durham.ca%7C81331bcee2b34e22adc208dd1b9d6798%7C52d7c9c2d54941b69b1f9da198dc3f16%7C0%7C0%7C638697085048648053%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rpUilpQ4li6q2vRdOqvtCVY6b35t7htMV%2FiycIytSGI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.canada.ca/en/transport-canada/news/2025/01/minister-of-transport-announces-the-pickering-lands-will-not-be-used-for-a-future-airport-site.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/transport-canada/news/2025/01/minister-of-transport-announces-the-pickering-lands-will-not-be-used-for-a-future-airport-site.html
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/ki-tablets-jan-21-2025.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/ki-tablets-jan-21-2025.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/celebrate-black-history-together-we-rise-durham-resistance-resilience-possibility.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/celebrate-black-history-together-we-rise-durham-resistance-resilience-possibility.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/speed-limit-reduction-and-community-safety-zone-in-beaverton.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/regional-chair-brings-greetings-for-the-new-year.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/delivering-durham-s-connected-future-broadband-milestone-achieved-ahead-of-schedule.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/delivering-durham-s-connected-future-broadband-milestone-achieved-ahead-of-schedule.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/health-department-celebrates-national-non-smoking-week-january-19-to-25.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/discover-your-next-role-with-the-film-and-television-industry-career-fair.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/youth-member-vacancy-durham-environment-climate-advisory-committee-decac.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/youth-member-vacancy-durham-environment-climate-advisory-committee-decac.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/application-deadline-extended-for-durham-region-s-anti-racism-taskforce.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/set-the-scene-for-your-business-to-be-a-part-of-durham-s-film-and-television-industry.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/set-the-scene-for-your-business-to-be-a-part-of-durham-s-film-and-television-industry.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/share-ideas-for-programs-and-services-at-the-beaverton-heights-community-hub.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/share-ideas-for-programs-and-services-at-the-beaverton-heights-community-hub.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/regional-council-approves-2025-business-plans-and-budget-including-water-and-sewer-rates.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/regional-council-approves-2025-business-plans-and-budget-including-water-and-sewer-rates.aspx
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