D Briefing Note from Elaine Baxter-Trahair,
Chief Administrative Officer

DURHAM
REGION

Government relations activities:

Regional

e Chair Henry, CAO Elaine Baxter-Trahair and Regional staff participated in a Public Safety Roundtable
hosted by MP Turnbull and the Hon. Gary Anandasangaree. The discussion focused on hate crimes,
home invasions, senior safety, youth crime, bail reform and homelessness.

¢ A meeting between Chair Henry and MP Turnbull concluded a series of engagements with local
federal MPs, discussing housing as a key priority for Durham Region.

e Regional priorities were discussed with Oshawa MP Rhonda Kirkland in a meeting with the Chair.

¢ CAO Elaine Baxter-Trahair met with federal Public Safety Canada Directors to emphasize the
importance of continuing the Building Safer Communities Fund.

e Chair Henry sent a letter to Premier Ford on the democratic importance of the elected Regional Chair
position.

Provincial

e The Hon. Todd McCarthy, in addition to his role as Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks,
is the interim Minister of Infrastructure, while Minister Kinga Surma is on leave.

e Chair Henry attended a provincial announcement increasing Durham’s land ambulance funding by
nine per cent.

e The Fighting Delays, Building Faster Act, 2025, was released on October 23, 2025, and includes
changes to streamline approvals, reduce regulations, and address delays at the Landlord and Tenant
Board. Measures include standardizing municipal road construction, enabling a new water/wastewater
delivery model in Peel, and seasonal farm worker housing.

e The Building a More Competitive Economy Act, was released on October 20, 2025, and proposes
changes to digital permitting, municipal water approvals and Automated Speed Enforcement.

Federal

¢ The Bail and Sentencing Reform Act was introduced October 23, 2025, and proposes over 80 targeted
amendments to the Criminal Code to strengthen bail and sentencing laws for repeat and violent
offenders. Key measures include new reverse onus provisions, revised bail conditions and sentencing
for auto theft and extortion, and new aggravating factors for crimes against first responders and critical
infrastructure.

e Prime Minister Carney announced a $2 billion investment from the Canada Growth Fund to support
construction of four small modular reactors, with Ontario contributing $1 billion via the Building Ontario
Fund at the Darlington New Nuclear Project.
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https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu32956855.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.2IfI6TxC8-2FSlD5Hi-2FcHX91rwUjMjZg5hqo0FRxqvnO6vkhHNbHxUumgeisCNSrFiO-2BQN0Crj5IAZT6QA-2Fl5O1NDLYhyoXBxYGbKuahYTKx3iVdS1rNT3qTu1FkNJ1w4gAeupqD-2BNWnMoqR-2B0c3gzGO6TY7SgHAFK4-2BpkNFRSdErMZzuw4bZnKbOD66qwAEn8AjgfLt0uHMxo-2BTQCer-2FxVj9mnCWcEjOiuDcZkzhRI-2BbooQ-2FjgukiWuh-2FymkOt2HwWkBMte9Fi2ooGYnNp1DDrD-2B-2B-2FwNV5GXJbNoXqwLx4rel3ixlBex4PPZNMN5TOw5oYTwQkoHXNrE1BpuKLMmhnA-3D-3DJVQW_i2l0JY0a-2B5IHliMJOpuAQjPMDWXvKnnUWgg8j-2Fjav5XQlSwRerCLTXSer-2FZMHP1A-2BVu1gYhTcC7M7EXqdlgkKxPAWT6r-2FEf42-2FHG4-2F8U2S5t-2FM13oTH1mnGznEMoXJfl-2Fup3VXlYlMVbcb7bmd6qxP6wCZ-2FOWnMCpIqHyhmTOiOVP-2BAYOjxH89eHSlTkMcPDxuW5MYbtwGrpYj3qriuVEcqv-2BP0RuZrvuZPGIDL1llrrE-2BITW9ywQy7JkyYzCiAMrHF1Am7-2FAS0cfkPGHKBFATWiRa55EKE-2FlXuX8KmtZUqYKpCq3OBAYBXcRjfmyH5gmp-2FXsu-2BFUjNg4hxoKAHyh1C9GbFeCW-2BZAwxsYNFVy-2BzHc-2FzCT5RKL-2FQcMF93w4dS&data=05%7C02%7Camanda.bongard%40durham.ca%7Cc520353b98bc44b5c39508de125bce42%7C52d7c9c2d54941b69b1f9da198dc3f16%7C0%7C0%7C638968382695663727%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QUzpisDFZImJnJKAHfWmRTiCrQc9XPh6%2F4V93gunNI4%3D&reserved=0
https://news.ontario.ca/assets/files/20251020/292a214ec86a33bc65bec960f0db9847.pdf
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/csj-sjc/pl/c14/index.html
https://www.cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca/eng/resources/status-of-new-nuclear-projects/darlington/

The federal government announced a 24.2 per cent reduction to General Motors’ annual import quota
in response to scaled-back manufacturing commitments, including reduced production at its Oshawa
facilities. Canada expects General Motors to uphold their contractual obligations.

Current items of interest:

Statement from the Region of Durham on Chair Henry’s brief medical leave

Encampments in Durham Region

Region of Durham launches “Together Against Hate Durham” to combat hate and foster inclusion
Engaging in local climate action: discover, connect and be inspired

Durham’s drinking water remains safe despite seasonal odours

Register now to attend the Durham Region Disability Employment Conference

Invitation for comment for the Lake Ontario Monitoring System Project at Whitby Water Supply Plant
Community input needed in the development of a community-based hate reporting program
Share your thoughts! Health Department launches survey for parents and caregivers

Vendors! Showcase your business at the Durham Region Disability Employment Conference
Fare-free travel for Canadian Armed Forces members

Road work:

Lane restrictions for Bowmanville Avenue (Regional Road 57) reconstruction.

Road closure on Church Street in the Town of Ajax, for the ongoing construction of a new watermain.
Upcoming road closure on Wilson Road North in Oshawa, to safely install water and sanitary services.
Road closures on Adelaide Avenue East and Wilson Road South in Oshawa due to watermain break.
Road closure on Taunton Road in Clarington, for the removal and replacement of a concrete culvert.
Lane restrictions on Liverpool Road in Pickering, for installation of Enbridge Gas infrastructure.

Lane restrictions on Thickson Road in Brooklin, to install a watermain in support of new development.
Lane restrictions on Stellar Drive in Whitby, to install a storm service in support of new development.
Lane restrictions on Lake Ridge Road in the Township of Brock, to complete road paving.

Lane restrictions on Simcoe Street North in the City of Oshawa, to safely remove a water service and
install new streetscaping in support of new development.

Key activities from October:

Regional Chair statements:

e Regional Chair John Henry provides update on medical leave

e Building a future rooted in trust and respect on National Day for Truth and Reconciliation
New pedestrian crossover at Cameron Street West and Ann Street in Cannington
Durham Region Transit's On Demand services temporarily disrupted due to service outage
Durham College student to represent DRT at national youth summit - Durham Region Transit
Highlights from the October 2025 Transit Executive Committee meeting - Durham Region Transit
Notice for amendment to By-law #42-2023
Notice of the passing of a By-law to amend By-law #39-2022
No one left behind: Durham Region’s Transitional Support Program helps those in crisis
Village of Brooklin — Town of Whitby — planned short duration of low water pressure — Zone 4
Introducing Housing Durham! The new brand identity for Durham Regional Local Housing Corporation
Countdown to DRIFF: Experience the power of film in Durham Region
Health Department encourages parents to book eye examinations for school-aged children
Celebrate Circular Economy Month this October
Help keep everyone healthy during respiratory illness season
Protecting biodiversity and wetlands: Funding secured to battle invasive Phragmites
Give Batteries a new life: recycle your batteries the week of October 6
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https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2025/10/canada-takes-decisive-action-to-protect-auto-industry-and-workers.html?utm_campaign=esdc-edsc-censv2-24-25&utm_medium=email&utm_source=news-from-the-government-of-canada&utm_content=news-product-251024-en-9am
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/statement-from-the-region-of-durham-on-chair-henry-s-brief-medical-leave.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/encampments-in-durham-region.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/region-of-durham-launches-together-against-hate-durham-to-combat-hate-and-foster-inclusion.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/engaging-in-local-climate-action-discover-connect-and-be-inspired.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/durham-s-drinking-water-remains-safe-despite-seasonal-odours.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/register-now-to-attend-the-durham-region-disability-employment-conference.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/invitation-for-comment-for-the-lake-ontario-monitoring-system-project-atwhitby-water-supply-plant.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/community-input-needed-in-the-development-of-a-community-based-hate-reporting-program.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/share-your-thoughts-health-department-launches-survey-for-parents-and-caregivers.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/vendors-showcase-your-business-at-the-durham-region-disability-employment-conference.aspx
https://www.durhamregiontransit.com/en/fares-and-passes/fare-free-travel-for-canadian-armed-forces-members.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/lane-restrictions-for-bowmanville-avenue-regional-road-57-reconstruction.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/road-closure-on-church-street-in-the-town-of-ajax.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/upcoming-road-closure-on-wilson-road-north-in-oshawa.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/road-closures-on-adelaide-avenue-east-and-wilson-road-south-in-oshawa-due-to-watermain-break.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/road-closure-on-taunton-road-in-clarington.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/upcoming-lane-restrictions-on-liverpool-road-in-pickering.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/upcoming-lane-restrictions-on-thickson-road-north-in-brooklin.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/upcoming-lane-restrictions-on-stellar-drive-in-whitby.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/lane-restrictions-on-lake-ridge-road-in-the-township-of-brockoct.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/lane-restrictions-on-simcoe-street-north-in-the-city-of-oshawa.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/regional-chair-john-henry-provides-update-on-medical-leave.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/building-a-future-rooted-in-trust-and-respect-on-national-day-for-truth-and-reconciliation.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/new-pedestrian-crossover-at-cameron-street-west-and-ann-street-in-cannington.aspx
https://www.durhamregiontransit.com/en/news/durham-region-transit-s-on-demand-services-temporary-disrupted-due-to-service-outage.aspx
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.durhamregiontransit.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fdurham-college-student-to-represent-drt-at-national-youth-summit.aspx&data=05%7C02%7CJessica.Torraville%40durham.ca%7C78f4dee3a0ce41217e2a08de157a8fc9%7C52d7c9c2d54941b69b1f9da198dc3f16%7C0%7C0%7C638971813330687061%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=F8tjbL1VDCyUBFhwPd%2FIENqPp%2FI7%2BhtZZ7kcrwVzGXU%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.durhamregiontransit.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fhighlights-from-the-october-2025-transit-executive-committee-meeting.aspx&data=05%7C02%7CJessica.Torraville%40durham.ca%7C78f4dee3a0ce41217e2a08de157a8fc9%7C52d7c9c2d54941b69b1f9da198dc3f16%7C0%7C0%7C638971813330653359%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WcFVuwqGr1cAQAEpdu%2BFVxhH7uhVGbmeQjkkF0tP9XY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/notice-for-amendment-to-by-law-42-2023.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/notice-of-the-passing-of-a-by-law-to-amend-by-law-39-2022.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/no-one-left-behind-durham-region-s-transitional-support-program-helps-those-in-crisis.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/village-of-brooklin-town-of-whitby-planned-short-duration-of-low-water-pressure-zone-4.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/introducing-housing-durham-the-new-brand-identity-for-durham-regional-local-housing-corporation.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/countdown-to-driff-experience-the-power-of-film-in-durham-region.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/health-department-encourages-parents-to-book-eye-examinations-for-school-aged-children.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/celebrate-circular-economy-month-this-october.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/help-keep-everyone-healthy-during-respiratory-illness-season.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/protecting-biodiversity-and-wetlands-funding-secured-to-battle-invasive-phragmites.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/news/give-your-batteries-a-new-life-recycle-your-batteries-the-week-of-october-6.aspx
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