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June 21 - 27, 2019

Around the Rotunda

No Around the Rotunda this week. 

Committee News

House Transportation Committee
6/24/19, 11:30 a.m., B-31 Main Capitol
By Matt Hess, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee held a hearing on House Bill 916.

HB 916 Stephens, Todd - (PN 1037) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in general provisions, 
further providing for definitions; and, in licensing of drivers, providing for continuous alcohol 
monitoring device. The bill establishes that a person arrested for driving under the influence 
of a alcohol or a controlled substance within 10 years of a prior conviction or while pending 
adjudication for one or more prior charges shall be fitted with a continuous alcohol monitoring 
device. Effective in 60 days.

Rep. Culver noted that she would be serving as chairman for the hearing.

Rep. Stephens, prime sponsor of the bill, provided an overview. «As we talk about the 
budget this week, we›re focused on criminal justice costs...I heard about this program that›s 
being used in a couple of counties already and reducing recidivism among drunk drivers,» 
he stated. «There is compelling data and compelling information to expand this to all 67 
counties and ensure we are utilizing this tool and latest technology to reduce recidivism and 
ensure drivers on the road are driving safely.»

Timothy Barker, chief deputy prosecutor, York County District Attorney’s Office, provided 
an overview of the Target 25 initiative and spoke in support of the legislation. “The results 
of Target 25 since implementation are overwhelmingly successful. For example, in 2018, 
446 Target 25 cases successfully completed supervision. Of those, 86 percent received 
a diversionary sentence, 13 percent entered Driving Under the Influence (DUI) Wellness 
Court, 72 percent received an intermediate punishment sentence, and one percent 
received accelerated rehabilitative disposition (ARD). Additionally, supervised bail officers 
recommended additional sentencing incentives for 58 percent of Target 25 cases, with the 
courts granting incentives to 81 percent of the recommended cases. Also, 32 percent of 
Target 25 offenders who were unemployed gained employment while on supervised bail 
and remained employed at its completion,” he stated. “The number of DUI victims served by 
the district attorney’s (DA) office has sustained an unprecedented drop since the inception 
of the Target 25 initiative. Prior to the implementation of Target 25, the DUI victim population 
constituted a range between 15 and 20 percent of the total number of victims served by the 
DA’s office, with the typical percentage being the total from 2011, which was 18 percent. 
Since the Target 25 initiative began in 2012, the range of DUI victims served is six to 10 
percent. In 2018, the percentage of DUI victims served was eight percent, constituting a 10 
percent reduction in DUI victims served from the last pre-Target 25 total in 2011.”

Ande Gonzalez, assistant district attorney, Lancaster County District Attorney’s Office, 
explained that Lancaster County adopted a form of York County’s Target 25 protocol in 2015 
through the implementation of the DUI Repeat Offender Program (DROP). “Without the 
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program, offenders with multiple pending DUI cases were becoming an all too common and troubling occurrence. Since the 
implementation of this program, and the early intervention it provides, we have seen a reduction in the number of repeat 
offenders committing another DUI violation while on bail. This is not to say our program completely prevents a new offense 
from happening while on bail, but it is a significant deterrent. Additionally, it forces offenders to face, and hopefully start to 
overcome, their drug and alcohol issues within days of their DUI arrest,” he stated. “The benefits here have been substantial 
and widespread. Public safety is increased because there is a tangible and immediate deterrent to the offender, who is 
thus less likely to re-offend. The taxpayer benefits because fewer people are incarcerated at no cost. Because we know 
people out on bail with no monitoring generally attempt to delay their cases, court efficiency improves because offenders 
in our DROP program have more incentive to resolve their case sooner which, in turn, helps court efficiency. Finally, the 
offender benefits because there is an immediate consequence for their conduct, which, in turn, will cause more of them to 
deal with any potential substance abuse issue sooner and give them a better chance to get the help they need earlier than 
they otherwise might.”

Gonzalez said the Office of the District Attorney of Lancaster County is in full support of the concept of House Bill 916 and 
use of alcohol monitoring devices, but offered recommendations for improvement. “House Bill 916 addresses alcohol-related 
DUI offenses that have a breath or blood alcohol result. It does not, however, address cases where an offender has refused 
a breath test or a blood test after the issuance of a warrant. It also excludes cases where there was a DUI crash resulting 
in property damage or bodily injury, but for some reason do not have a breath or blood alcohol result. We would encourage 
the committee to expand this legislation to include cases involving breath and/or search warrant refusals as well as crashes 
where an alcohol reading could not be obtained. Additionally, there is the growing trend of drug-impaired driving. In fact, 
nearly 30 percent of the DUI cases in Lancaster County involve drugs, and many of those are solely drug-impaired driving 
cases. It is not out of the ordinary to come across an offender who has one or more prior DUI convictions all involving drugs 
alone. So, while continuous alcohol monitoring is an excellent first step, we would ask the committee to craft an amendment 
to this legislation that would address bail conditions for drug-impaired driving offenses as well,” he stated. “We would also 
ask the committee to consider expanding the definitions to include other types of alcohol monitoring devices. We have come 
across cases, rare though they are, where SCRAM anklets could not be utilized on an offender due to size and/or health 
conditions. In those cases, rare as they are, it would be helpful to have alternative alcohol monitoring options available to 
the courts. Finally, there is a concern that the legislation as drafted may conflict with bail authority provisions under Section 
5702 of the Judicial Code, such that it may need to be enacted under that statutory title rather than the Vehicle Code.”

Minority Chairman Carroll questioned if ARD is considered for a first offense. Barker and Gonzalez responded “yes.”

Chairman Carroll asked how much the SCRAM bracelet costs the offender. Barker and Gonzalez said it costs around $12 
a day.

Chairman Carroll questioned what happens when a defendant cannot afford the SCRAM bracelet. Barker said York County 
said the process works through the county probation department and Vigilnet has provided indigent beds for offenders who 
cannot afford the bracelet. “If there is an actual inability to pay, you cannot punish indigency, so the county can pick up some 
cost,” he stated. Gonzalez said Lancaster County operates in a similar way. “We haven’t seen an issue. At the conclusion of 
their case, the costs are then assessed to them. If they are acquitted, we can end up holding the bag,” he stated.

Chairman Carroll questioned if ARD only counts toward multiple offenses if it was an ARD tier two or tier three. Gonzalez 
said any ARD counts toward multiple offenses.

Chairman Carroll asked if residents outside of the counties have to comply with SCRAM requirements. Gonzalez and Barker 
both responded “yes.”

Rep. Brown indicated that she saw a report where a student at Ohio State was killed by a sex offender who was wearing 
an ankle bracelet, but no one was monitoring the bracelet. She inquired about how the bracelets are monitored. Gonzalez 
explained that Vigilnet monitors the bracelet and if there is tampering or confirmed alcohol consumption, they immediately 
let the Office of Bail Administration know, file a petition to revoke the offender’s bail, and get a warrant for arrest. He added 
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that the process takes 24 to 48 hours. Barker said a similar process is in place in York County, but noted that the county 
has not experienced a significant number of violations. “Where we’re finding more of an issue is getting drug detection. 
Individuals try to play what the random cycle is for the drug testing and are coming up with new and creative ways to mask 
the types of drugs they are taking. Kratom is a new and popular thing and we need to test for that now,” he stated. Rep. 
Brown encouraged Rep. Stephens to add language that specifically requires monitoring of the bracelets.

Rep. Lawrence questioned if the devices monitor for drugs. Gonzalez said the bracelets only monitor for alcohol and 
indicated that technology does not exist yet to test for drugs. Barker agreed and noted that random drug testing is what both 
counties use.

Rep. Lawrence asked if there has been an increase in DUIs by medical marijuana patients. Barker said he is unaware 
of marijuana-impaired drivers that were medical marijuana patients and opined that “maybe one came across my desk.” 
Barker said marijuana drug trends have been around the same since the medical marijuana law was enacted. “In terms of 
a spike, we’re not going to know for about another year,” he stated.

Rep. Innamorato questioned if individuals who are receiving medically-assisted treatment (MAT) for opioids can still 
participate in the Target 25 program. Barker said it does not preclude individuals from participating in the program. “We have 
expanded our MAT within York County through our Wellness Courts. We are utilizing Suboxone, Vivitrol, and methadone,” 
he stated. “Because probation is supervising the individual, they would know and be aware of what medications they are on 
because of treatment.”

Rep. Schmitt asked what kratom is. Barker explained that kratom is a “plant life from southeast Asia that has an impairing 
effect that’s being used as an alternative to marijuana.” Rep. Schmitt asked if kratom is a scheduled narcotic. Barker said it 
is not a scheduled narcotic but people can be prosecuted under the DUI statute because “it goes by the general definition 
of drug.”

Michael Beckley, director of business development, Vigilnet, explained that SCRAM Continuous Alcohol Monitoring (SCRAM 
CAM) has been utilized in 51 counties in Pennsylvania and 39 counties have an active unit monitoring. “SCRAM CAM is 
being used in various ways within the criminal justice system, most commonly in post-sentence supervision, pretrial repeat 
DUI supervision, and treatment court. Vigilnet provides a wide range of services to each county; some simply require the 
equipment, while others utilize equipment installation, maintenance support, and daily monitoring. There have been 37,802 
clients supervised with SCRAM CAM in Pennsylvania; as of June 20, 2019, 1,428 individuals were currently active. The 
total amount of days monitored was 4,272,870 days with 99.4 percent of those days being sober days,” he stated. “To date, 
Vigilnet has partnered with five counties to implement a Criteria Based Repeat DUI Pre Trial Program utilizing SCRAM CAM. 
Those Counties are York County (2012), Lancaster County (2015), Washington County (2017), Butler County (2017), and 
Dauphin County (2019). All five programs utilize Vigilnet for full service monitoring, so they do not take from their employee 
resources for equipment installation and maintenance, troubleshooting, daily monitoring, and alert notifications.”

Beckley said all five programs have utilized a client payment model and a monitoring budget is not needed to start the 
program. “Vigilnet is responsible for collecting the monitoring fees and takes on the risk of collections. Thus far, a client has 
not been removed from SCRAM CAM monitoring or denied service for the inability to pay for services. Vigilnet has worked 
with each county to accommodate for indigent clients, in some instances providing free monitoring to those who qualify,” 
he stated. “Previously, counties have expressed concerns regarding cost, additional workload, and the court’s acceptance 
of the program as an effective tool. Vigilnet has taken all financial risk in the current programs with client payment, and 
programs are running without a need for an allocated monitoring budget.”

Mindy Huddleston, director of government and industry relations, SCRAMsystems, explained that the SCRAM bracelet 
transdermally monitors for ingested alcohol every 30 minutes, 48 times each day. She said it distinguishes from ingested 
and environmental alcohol and that people cannot drink around testing schedules or intentionally miss tests as they can with 
any other alcohol testing technology. “Research demonstrates that the use of transdermal continuous alcohol monitoring 
for a minimum of 90 days significantly reduces the probability of recidivism among high-risk DUI offenders. In a study 
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conducted by the National Center for State Courts, recidivism rates for repeat DUI offenders who wore a continuous alcohol 
monitoring bracelet for at least 90 days were 50 percent less than those who were alternatively sentenced. Remarkably, 98 
percent of the offenders did not commit a new offense while wearing a SCRAM bracelet. A National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) study replicated these powerful effects, showing that 90 days on continuous alcohol monitoring 
significantly decreased the risk of recidivism by up to 43 percent,” she stated. “Although the continuous alcohol monitoring 
device does not stop the car from driving, it does deter the behavior of drinking. Nationally, 99.2 percent of SCRAM days 
are sober days, meaning there are no confirmed drinking or circumvention events. Thus, when people are sober, they are 
not committing the crime of DUI.”

Chairman Carroll requested a list of the 39 counties that have utilized active monitoring. Beckley said he would provide that 
information to the committee.

Chairman Carroll questioned if it is accurate that the SCRAM system costs offenders $10 a day. Beckley said it costs roughly 
$12 a day. Chairman Carroll asked what happens when a defendant cannot pay. Beckley noted that 20 of the indigent beds 
in York County are utilized and Washington County had a 98 percent collection percentage. “We work with everybody. If 
they are currently working, they can work with our collections division,” he stated. “They maybe cannot pay us at the time of 
sentencing, but we can work with them.”

Chris Demko, co-founder, Pennsylvania Parents Against Impaired Driving, shared the impact repeat DUI offenders have 
had on the lives of Pennsylvanians. “My 18-year-old daughter, Meredith, was killed by a repeat DUI offender driving on 
a suspended license less than a month after her high school graduation and a month before she was to start college at 
Ursinus. The individual who killed Meredith consciously disregarded the norms and laws of Pennsylvania, even after going 
through the education/ treatment process afforded DUl offenders,” he stated. “Unfortunately, Meredith is just one of too 
many children that continue to be killed by repeat DUI offenders. In our group, over 40 percent of the members’ lost children 
were killed by repeat offenders. Those killed include a fire chief on duty directing traffic around a DUl crash scene, a former 
soldier who served in Iraq, a father of two young children, a young woman who worked with the elderly, a 15-year-old boy 
who had also lost his own father to a DUl offender, and a talented young man whose killer was a 7-time DUI offender. All of 
our children were or would have been productive members of society.”

Demko urged passage of the legislation. “I can see no justification as to why House Bill 916 should not pass and become 
law. AlI DUl offenders, including first-time DUl offenders, are exposed to the dangers of driving impaired and are clearly 
given the opportunity to learn from their mistakes,” he stated. “Please pass House Bill 916 as the relatively minor cost to 
the offender, who consciously chooses to break the law, is far outweighed by the benefit of reducing recidivism as well as 
preventing the offender from...a reoffending that results in the loss of someone else’s child, sibling, spouse or parent.”

- 30 -

House Appropriations Committee
6/24/19, 12:00 p.m., Room 140 Main Capitol
By Mike Howells, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee met to consider legislation.

HB 1441 Metzgar, Carl - (PN 1790) Act designating the bridge located on U.S. Route 219 over Walters Mill Road as the 
Mark J. Baserman Memorial Bridge. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed.

SB 128 Regan, Mike - (PN 91) Amends Titles 51 (Military Affairs) and 74 (Transportation) establishing the Department of 
Military and Veterans Affairs as liaison for the Civil Air Patrol and supervise their expenditures of state funding as well as 
the maintenance and use of commonwealth facilities used. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as 
committed.

https://dingo.telicon.com/pa/library/2019/20190624ty.pdf
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https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R331&STA=PA
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HB 790 Saylor, Stanley - (PN 870) The General Appropriation Act of 2019 provides appropriations from the General Fund for 
the expenses of the Executive, Legislative and Judicial Departments of the Commonwealth, the public debt and the public 
schools for the fiscal year July 1, 2019, to June 30, 2020, and for the payment of bills incurred and remaining unpaid at the 
close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2019; providing appropriations from special funds and accounts to the Executive 
and Judicial Departments for the fiscal year July 1, 2019, to June 30, 2020, and for the payment of bills remaining unpaid 
at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2019; and providing for the appropriation of Federal funds to the Executive 
and Judicial Departments for the fiscal year July 1, 2019, to June 30, 2020, and for the payment of bills remaining unpaid 
at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2019. Effective July 1, 2019, or immediately, whichever is later. - The 
bill was reported as amended by a vote of 27-9 with Representatives Donna Bullock (D-Philadelphia), Morgan Cephas 
(D-Philadelphia), Austin Davis (D-Allegheny), Maria Donatucci (D-Philadelphia), Elizabeth Fiedler (D-Philadelphia), Patty 
Kim (D-Dauphin), Stephen Kinsey (D-Philadelphia), Leanne Krueger (D-Delaware), and Steve McCarter (D-Montgomery) 
voting in the negative.

A02470 by Saylor, is a $33.997 billion General Fund budget. The amendment was adopted 27-9 with Representatives 
Bullock, Cephas, Davis, Donatucci, Fielder, Kim, Kinsey, Krueger, and McCarter voting in the negative.

Chairman Stan Saylor (R-York) said the budget bill contained in the amendment contains no new taxes or fees. He said it will 
direct a minimum of $250 million and potentially closer to $300 million to the Rainy Day Fund; the first time in decades that 
has been done. He said the budget grows by 1.8 percent over the 2018-19 budget, with education continuing to be a priority 
for the House. He outlined various highlights of the education budget. He said they have prioritized career and technical 
education, including $4 million each for Thaddeus Stevens and the Penn School of Technology. On higher education, he 
indicated 2 percent increases have been agreed for Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education (PASSHE) schools, 
state-related schools and community colleges.

Chairman Saylor continued that the budget also makes the biggest investment in decades for agriculture. He said they have 
restored all the governor›s proposed cuts in agriculture and added two new lines; $1 million for livestock and consumer 
protection, and $2 million for animal health and diagnostic commission. In total, he said it is a $19.2 million increase, 12.7 
percent above last year. In health, he said they have restored cuts to the health and disease line item and are expanding 
various services to reduce waiting lists.

Chairman Saylor remarked the product before the committee is a result of hard work by Democrats, Republicans and the 
governor.

Minority Chairman Matt Bradford (D-Montgomery) acknowledged the hard work of staff and the leadership of the governor. 
He said the product is a result of that hard work and also divided government. «Revenue surplus has made this day a little 
bit easier than it has in the past,» he added.

Chairman Bradford thanked Chairman Saylor for increasing library funding, and also credited victories for rape crisis centers 
and domestic violence centers. He remarked about being struck by a missed opportunity to enact a minimum wage increase. 
He said that missing component is a hard pill for many to swallow.

Rep. Kim expressed her disappointment at the removal of a minimum wage increase from the budget. She said it is a terrible 
message to send to Pennsylvania workers and emphasized human services should not have to support people who are 
working full-time jobs. She called a minimum wage hike the missing link to bringing people out of poverty, and said inflation, 
energy and housing costs have all gone up drastically since the last time it was raised. «We have missed a huge opportunity 
to do the right thing,» she said.

Rep. Fiedler said she will be voting no based on the lack of a minimum wage increase, the elimination of General Assistance, 
and cuts to environmental programs. She cited a letter containing a list of 150 organizations across the state protesting the 
cuts in the budget.

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+790&Session=19R&STA=PA
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R94&STA=PA
https://www.ctbpls.com/www/PA/19R/AMD/H0870A02470.PDF
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Rep. McCarter applauded the positive aspects of the budget, including funding for libraries and lines in the Human Services 
budget. He reiterated the lack of minimum wage and General Assistance funding, as well as outstanding issues with Planning 
and Construction Workbook (PlanCon), remain concerns.

Lastly, Rep. McCarter lamented the treatment of environmental lines in the budget. He said that is also a missed opportunity 
for lawmakers and the state.

Rep. George Dunbar (R-Westmoreland) said what the state is facing now with increased revenue is the question of whether 
it is an anomaly or a trend. He said the state must remain cautious despite a large «wish list» of issues to pursue. On 
minimum wage, he said a substantive issue like that should be dealt with separately from the General Appropriations 
legislation.

- 30 -

Senate Appropriations Committee
6/24/19, 3:30 p.m., Senate Rules Conference Room
By Matt Hess, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee met to consider bills.

SB 607 Scavello, Mario - (PN 675) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in rules of the road in general, further providing that any police 
officer may use an electronic speed meter, radar or light detection and ranging devices upon approval by local ordinance 
and completion of training requirements. The legislation provides for a revenue cap on the amount of money a municipality 
may keep from speeding tickets and calibration standards for radar guns. - The bill was reported as committed with Sen. 
Gene Yaw (R-Lycoming) voting in the negative.

Sen. Scavello, prime sponsor of the bill, urged an affirmative vote on the bill. «I think it saves lives when you slow people 
down, especially in the boroughs. We›re the only state that doesn›t allow local police to use radar,» he stated.

SB 742 Ward, Kim - (PN 919) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in inspection of vehicles, exempting gas-powered passenger cars, 
vans and light-duty trucks from the Vehicle Emissions Inspection and Maintenance Program for the first eight years after 
manufacture in counties that require emissions testing. Effective in 120 days. - The bill was reported as committed with 
Democratic members voting in the negative.

Sen. Kim Ward (R-Westmoreland), prime sponsor of the bill, said the legislation would exempt cars eight years or newer 
from emission tests. «We have a fail rate of about two percent and you are forcing consumers to pay for something that is 
unnecessary,» she stated.

SB 743 Ward, Kim - (PN 920) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in inspection of vehicles, eliminating annual vehicle emissions 
testing requirements and institutes a two-year testing requirement for gas-powered passenger cars, vans and light-duty 
trucks older than eight years after manufacture in counties that require emissions testing. Effective in 120 days. - The bill 
was reported as committed with Democratic members voting in the negative.

Sen. Ward, prime sponsor of the bill, explained the legislation changes emissions testing to every two years and emphasized 
that passing this bill or other emissions bills will not impact federal transportation funding to Pennsylvania.

Chairman Hughes questioned what the impact would be on auto repair shops. Sen. Ward said the average cost of an 
inspection is $40 and estimated that it would cost those shops around $12,000. She indicated that some shops did make an 
investment in the new emissions technology. «If we were able to carry this over the line we would address that. If they did 
buy that equipment, we could address that with some kind of tax credit,» she stated.

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SB+607&Session=19R&STA=PA
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R340&STA=PA
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SB+742&Session=19R&STA=PA
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R339&STA=PA
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SB+743&Session=19R&STA=PA
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R339&STA=PA
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Sen. Scavello indicated that he represents two counties and one has emission testing and another does not. He argued 
that Pennsylvania›s gas tax is one of the highest in the nation and eliminating the emission testing would give some money 
back to consumers.

SB 744 Langerholc, Wayne - (PN 953) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in inspection of vehicles, exempting Blair, Cambria, 
Lackawanna, Luzerne, Lycoming, Mercer, and Westmoreland Counties from vehicle emissions testing. Effective in 60 days. 
(Prior Printer Number: 921) - The bill was reported as committed with Democratic members voting in the negative.

Sen. Wayne Langerholc (R-Cambria), prime sponsor of the bill, said the legislation would remove emission standards 
for seven counties and emphasized that a Joint State Government Commission found the counties should be removed 
because they have met federal clean air standards.

SB 745 Stefano, Patrick - (PN 922) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in inspection of vehicles, further providing for prohibition on 
expenditures for emission inspection program. The bill establishes that the Department of Environmental Protection shall 
develop and submit for approval to the Environmental Protection Agency an amendment to the existing enhanced emission 
inspection program, which will provide a subject vehicle with a model year of 1992 through 1995 that is registered in a 
county under 67 Pa. Code, relating to program requirements, and a subject vehicle with a model year of 1996 or newer with 
a gross vehicle weight rating between 8,501 and 9,000 pounds that is registered in a county under 67 Pa. Code, shall be 
required to undergo the following tests: a fuel filler gas cap test and a visual emission control device inspection. Effective 
immediately. - The bill was reported as committed with Democratic members voting in the negative.

SB 746 Vogel, Jr., Elder - (PN 923) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in inspection of vehicles, extending the transition date for 
existing emissions inspection stations that are required by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation to obtain new 
emissions testing equipment by July 1, 2021. Effective immediately. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed.

SB 778 Ward, Kim - (PN 1003) Amends Titles 74 (Transportation) and 75 (Vehicles), in sustainable mobility option, providing 
for deposits into the Public Transportation Trust Fund; and in Pennsylvania Turnpike, establishing that annual additional 
payments and annual base payments are determined by the Department of Transportation. Effective in 60 days. - The bill 
was reported as committed with Sen. Haywood voting in the negative.

Sen. Ward explained that the bill would reduce the amount the Turnpike Commission has to put into the Public Transportation 
Trust Fund. «As you know, we put in $450 million a year. It would change it to $400 million for 2019-20, $200 million for 2020-
21, and $100 million for 2021-22. This is supposed to be gone in 2022. This is just accelerating the Turnpike›s commitment 
to the fund,» she stated.

Sen. Costa said he would support the bill out of committee but expressed concern about removing resources out of the 
General Fund. «I think there needs to a conversation about a comprehensive approach to addressing our transportation 
funding needs,» he stated.

Chairman Pat Browne (R-Lehigh) noted that the legislation is part of the larger budget discussion and advancing the bill is 
part of that conversation.

Chairman Hughes echoed the sentiments of Sen. Costa.

HB 24 Lawrence, John - (PN 1735) Amends the Capital Facilities Debt Enabling Act, in capital facilities, further providing for 
bonds, issue of bonds and notes, maturity and interest. Requires the principal for new issuances of state debt to be repaid 
in equal amounts over the term of the bond. Provides the legislation shall apply to bonds, including funding bonds, issued on 
or after July 1, 2021. Effective July 1, 2021. (Prior Printer Number: 341) - The bill was unanimously reported as committed.

Sen. Street inquired about what the fiscal impact would be on the General Fund in the front end of issuing a bond. Chairman 
Browne said the legislation would only apply to new bond offers and indicated that the commonwealth would save $51 

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SB+744&Session=19R&STA=PA
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R335&STA=PA
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SB+745&Session=19R&STA=PA
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R332&STA=PA
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SB+746&Session=19R&STA=PA
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R347&STA=PA
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SB+778&Session=19R&STA=PA
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R339&STA=PA
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+24&Session=19R&STA=PA
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R13&STA=PA
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million on $1 billion in new debt over the life of the debt. Sen. Street said he understood that there would be savings in the 
long run but questioned what the impact would be on cash flow upfront. Chairman Browne indicated that he would provide 
that information to Sen. Street.

- 30 -

Senate Transportation Committee
6/25/19, 9:30 a.m., Room 461 Main Capitol
By Harrison Cann, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee met to consider legislation.

SB 742 Ward, Kim - (PN 919) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in inspection of vehicles, exempting gas-powered passenger cars, 
vans and light-duty trucks from the Vehicle Emissions Inspection and Maintenance Program for the first eight years after 
manufacture in counties that require emissions testing. Effective in 120 days. - The bill was reported as amended along a 
party-line vote, with Democrats voting in the negative.

A02385 by Ward, provides technical changes to strengthen the State Implementation Plan process. The amendment 
was adopted along a party-line vote with Democrats voting in the negative.

Sen. John Yudichak (D-Luzerne) said that both the Department of Transportation and the Department of Environmental 
Protection have issues with the legality of the amendment and that it would be more restrictive and expensive for the bill if 
the amendment went into the legislation.

SB 743 Ward, Kim - (PN 920) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in inspection of vehicles, eliminating annual vehicle emissions 
testing requirements and institutes a two-year testing requirement for gas-powered passenger cars, vans and light-duty 
trucks older than eight years after manufacture in counties that require emissions testing. Effective in 120 days. - The bill 
was reported as amended along a party-line vote, with Democrats voting in the negative.

A02387 by Ward, provides technical changes to strengthen the State Implementation Plan process. The amendment 
was adopted along a party-line vote, with Democrats voting in the negative.

SB 744 Langerholc, Wayne - (PN 953) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in inspection of vehicles, exempting Blair, Cambria, 
Lackawanna, Luzerne, Lycoming, Mercer, and Westmoreland Counties from vehicle emissions testing. Effective in 60 
days. (Prior Printer Number: 921) - The bill was reported as amended with Sen. Jim Brewster (D-Allegheny) voting with 
Republicans in the positive.

A02496 by Ward, provides clarification on notifications regarding the State Implementation Plan. The amendment 
was adopted along a party-line vote, with Sen. Brewster voting with Republicans in the positive.

SB 745 Stefano, Patrick - (PN 922) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in inspection of vehicles, further providing for prohibition on 
expenditures for emission inspection program. The bill establishes that the Department of Environmental Protection shall 
develop and submit for approval to the Environmental Protection Agency an amendment to the existing enhanced emission 
inspection program, which will provide a subject vehicle with a model year of 1992 through 1995 that is registered in a 
county under 67 Pa. Code, relating to program requirements, and a subject vehicle with a model year of 1996 or newer with 
a gross vehicle weight rating between 8,501 and 9,000 pounds that is registered in a county under 67 Pa. Code, shall be 
required to undergo the following tests: a fuel filler gas cap test and a visual emission control device inspection. Effective 
immediately. - The bill was reported as amended along a party-line vote, with Democrats voting in the negative.

A02389 by Stefano, provides technical changes to strengthen the State Implementation Plan process. The amendment 
was adopted along a party-line vote, with Democrats voting in the negative.
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SB 778 Ward, Kim - (PN 1003) Amends Titles 74 (Transportation) and 75 (Vehicles), in sustainable mobility option, providing 
for deposits into the Public Transportation Trust Fund; and in Pennsylvania Turnpike, establishing that annual additional 
payments and annual base payments are determined by the Department of Transportation. Effective in 60 days. - The bill 
was reported as amended along a party-line vote, with Democrats voting in the negative.

A02480 by Ward, provides technical changes to clarify the Commission’s reductions to support public transportation. The 
amendment was adopted along a party-line vote, with Democrats voting in the negative.

- 30 -

House Rules Committee
6/25/19, 3:30 p.m., Room 245 Main Capitol
By Matt Hess, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee met to consider bills.

HB 792 Maloney, David - (PN 2059) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in rules of the road in general, further providing for additional 
parking regulations by providing for protected pedestrian plazas and pedalcycle lanes. When there is an on-street pedestrian 
plaza or a pedalcycle lane adjacent to the right-hand curb of a two-way or one-way highway, a vehicle standing or parked 
upon the two-way or one-way highway shall be positioned in the direction of authorized traffic movement with the right-hand 
wheels of the vehicle parallel to and within 12 inches of the outside line of the buffer area between the pedestrian plaza or 
pedalcycle lane and parking. When there is an on-street pedestrian plaza or a pedalcycle lane adjacent to the left-hand curb 
of a one-way or median-divided, two-way highway, a vehicle standing or parked upon the highway shall be positioned in 
the direction of authorized traffic movement with the left-hand wheels of the vehicle parallel to and within 12 inches of the 
outside line of the buffer area between the pedestrian plaza or pedalcycle lane and parking. Nothing under the section shall 
be deemed to prevent a local authority from enacting parking regulations under section 6109 (relating to specific powers of 
department and local authorities) to provide for a special, alternative or temporary configuration and signage for parking on 
a highway with an on-street pedestrian plaza or pedalcycle lane. Provides that local authorities may limit access to a parking 
space reserved under paragraph (2) to a specific vehicle, license plate or other method of designation. Under the paragraph, 
local authorities may charge a reasonable fee and shall comply with section 6109 and the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
Effective in 60 days. (Prior Printer Number: 872) - The bill was unanimously reported as committed.

- 30 -

Senate Rules and Executive Nominations Committee
6/25/19, 4:00 p.m., Rules Committee Conference Room
By Robert Cochran, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee met to consider legislation and approve certain executive nominations.

SB 117 Langerholc, Wayne - (PN 85) Act designating a bridge on that portion of State Route 3016 (Bedford Street) over 
Solomon Run in the City of Johnstown, Cambria County, as the Seaman Apprentice Kenneth D. Scaife Memorial Bridge. 
Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed.

SB 128 Regan, Mike - (PN 91) Amends Titles 51 (Military Affairs) and 74 (Transportation) establishing the Department of 
Military and Veterans Affairs as liaison for the Civil Air Patrol and supervise their expenditures of state funding as well as 
the maintenance and use of commonwealth facilities used. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as 
committed.

- 30 -
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Senate Appropriations Committee
6/25/19, 8:25 p.m., Senate Rules Conference Room
By Matt Hess, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee met to consider bills.

HB 790 Saylor, Stanley - (PN 870) The General Appropriation Act of 2019 provides appropriations from the General Fund for 
the expenses of the Executive, Legislative and Judicial Departments of the Commonwealth, the public debt and the public 
schools for the fiscal year July 1, 2019, to June 30, 2020, and for the payment of bills incurred and remaining unpaid at the 
close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2019; providing appropriations from special funds and accounts to the Executive 
and Judicial Departments for the fiscal year July 1, 2019, to June 30, 2020, and for the payment of bills remaining unpaid 
at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2019; and providing for the appropriation of Federal funds to the Executive 
and Judicial Departments for the fiscal year July 1, 2019, to June 30, 2020, and for the payment of bills remaining unpaid 
at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2019. Effective July 1, 2019, or immediately, whichever is later. - The bill 
was reported as committed with Sen. Arthur Haywood (D-Philadelphia) and Sen. Daylin Leach (D-Montgomery) voting in 
the negative.

Chairman Browne said the bill provides for the General Appropriations Act for FY 2019-20. «The total state appropriation 
in this bill proposes $33.355810 billion. Add the non-preferred to that number and it gets to the total of state funds for the 
General Appropriations Act for FY 2019-20,» he stated.

HB 915 Causer, Martin - (PN 1487) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in size, weight and load, further providing for permit for 
movement during course of manufacture; and, in powers of department and local authorities, further providing for power of 
governor during emergency. The bill establishes that combination of vehicles which is hauling milk to or from a milk plant 
or to or from a dairy farm, or is traveling to a dairy farm to pick up milk, may be permitted by the department and local 
authorities to move upon highways within their respective jurisdictions 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and in the event 
of a declared national, state or local emergency unless it is specifically stated in a proclamation or executive order. Requires 
that decals issued by the Milk Marketing Board to be placed on any milk truck that is exempted. Effective in 60 days. (Prior 
Printer Number: 1036) - The bill was passed over.

- 30 -

Senate Judiciary Committee
6/26/19, 8:30 a.m., Hearing Room 1, North Office Building
By Sheri Melnick, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee held a public hearing on Senate Bill 14 and probation and parole reform.

SB 14 Williams, Anthony - (PN 59) Amends Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure), in judicial boards and commissions, 
providing for adoption of guidelines for administrative probation violations; and, in sentencing, further providing for sentencing 
generally, for order of probation, for modification or revocation of order of probation, for court-imposed sanctions for offenders 
violating probation and providing for resentencing of certain offenders incarcerated due to revocation of probation. The 
intent of the bill is to provide for probation reform for technical violators. Effective immediately.

Robert Thomas, county commissioner, Franklin County, County Commissioners Association of Pennsylvania (CCAP), 
commented that he did not believe that anything could be more important than this conversation about probation and 
parole reform. He stated that he has been a county commissioner for 24 years and emphasized the importance of getting 
significant reform. He opined that the probation cases are more complex now because the system is focused on people 
with substance abuse disorders and those with serious mental illnesses. Thomas opined that the biggest issue is the cost of 
probation to the county, especially because of the intentions in 1965 and 1986 where the funding of probation salaries were 
expected to be funded 80 percent from the state. He stated that there has been an increased need for higher salaries and 
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more need for additional officers.

Thomas stated that in the last report, the County Commissioners Association (CCA) showed a request for $1.26 million from 
the state for county probation funding and said that the $153,000 received represents 10.5 percent. He commented that 
the savings from reform would help to address the cost issues. He asserted that there are so many restrictions for those on 
probation and opined that one of the biggest sources of jail populations is for probation violation.

April Billet-Barclay, director of York County Probation Services and vice president of County Chief Adult Probation and 
Parole Officers Association of Pennsylvania (CCAPPOAP), stated that county probation officers supervise over 250,000 
people and that parole officers supervise 42,000. She cited the statistics showing that there were 17,000 technical violations 
for those on probation and that 6,500 resulted in a disposition of incarceration, which included probation, parole, and 
intermediate punishment violations. She asserted that of that number, 1,114 ended up in state prison. She stated that the 
cost of $100 million refers to state parolees being recommitted to state prison.

Billet-Barclay commented that CCAPPOAP supports Senate Bill 14 as a whole but has some concerns. She asserted that 
there does not appear to be an analysis of technical violations at the county level. She stated that the cookie-cutter approach 
is not the solution. She asserted that courts should have the ability to impose a sentence of more than 30 days for violations. 
Billet-Barclay stated that the association supports early termination or intermediate supervision for a term of 24 months 
rather than 18 months if there have been no violations and if conditions have been met. She commented that the caps 
on probation sentencing are a function of court. Billet-Barclay stated that the association wants clarification on maximum 
sentences and asserted that there needs to be clarification for certain crimes such as sentences for driving under the 
influence (DUI). She stated that the association is divided on the issue of elimination of consecutive probation sentences. 
She opined that exceeding the 24-month threshold on sentencing is not necessary and puts a burden on probation officers.

Billet-Barclay commented that capping sentences alone will not bring about systemwide change. She stated that county 
probation is overburdened, under-resourced, and underfunded. She asserted that the current number of 108 people 
supervised per probation officer is high and that the American Probation and Parole Association (APPA) suggests caseloads 
of 50 offenders to one officer for a moderate- to high-risk population. She commented that the association advocates for 
oversight in adult probation to provide standards and consistency.

Billet-Barclay advocated for increased funding for staff and resources and asked for increased grant aid funding so that the 
state can fund county probation at 80 percent. She opined that this will result in funding for the implementation of evidence-
based practices, which will lead to improved supervision, reduced recidivism, and better utilization of public resources.

Chairman Baker stated that she hears the theme in terms of challenge; difficulty of resources; and needs for training, 
oversight, and accountability. She asked if recruitment and retention are issues because of the salary levels for county 
probation officers. Billet-Barclay stated that they were and stated that starting salary has not increased.

Chairman Baker asked if county probation is training people who then move on to other opportunities. Billet-Barclay stated 
that this was correct.

Chairman Baker commented that Billet-Barclay talked about how decentralized county probation is and how CCAPPOAP 
would like to have a single body as an oversight commission as mentioned in Senate Bill 500. She asked if Billet-Barclay 
thought an oversight commission is necessary and if Senate Bill 500 should have more details about the oversight. Billet-
Barclay responded that the association supports Senate Bill 500 and opined that she has learned from juvenile probation 
and the impact of the Juvenile Court Judges’ Commission (JCJC) and its methods for training and resources.

Chairman Baker asked if the JCJC model could be a benefit. Billet-Barclay stated that it could be.

Chairman Baker asked how to define technical violations in terms of gravity and how this should be applied to the legislation. 
Billet-Barclay said that is very challenging. She commented that by the time probation officers see someone with technical 
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violations, they have violated their conditions multiple times. She asserted that probation officers are not violating people for 
small drug uses and that violations are usually implemented for people such as those with positive drug tests if someone 
has failed to comply with treatment. Billet-Barclay asked that county chiefs be involved with that discussion. She opined 
that someone who violates their conditions of probation, such as a sex offender who has contact with minors, should not be 
compared to someone who relapses by using heroin. Thomas responded that most of the rules are made by the judges and 
said that there may be as many rules as there are counties. He advocated for the standardization of the rules.

Chairman Baker commented that the testimony shows disparity between counties.

Minority Chairman Farnese commented that one of yesterday’s testifiers spoke about being on probation and trying to stay 
in compliance, and said that on the same day she was to receive an award, she got a letter saying that she was in violation 
of her probation. He described how the witness commented about how the probation officer focused on the violation and 
not about the accomplishment.

Chairman Farnese asked about the training probation officers receive. Billet-Barclay responded that counties must be 
in compliance with state standards developed by the APPA, which is 40 hours training annually. She stated that the 
CCAPPOAP grant through the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency (PCCD) helps to implement practices 
and is motivational in teaching probation officers how to talk to their clients to help recognize where they are in the stages 
of change and to help move them along that continuum.

Chairman Farnese asked if there are any opportunities for probation officers to sit down with the supervisors for one-on-
one consultation and express concerns about case overload. He questioned if the legislature should look into these issues. 
Billet-Barclay responded that supervisors in York County probation must meet with officers at least once a month to talk 
about well-being and how to deal with stress.

Sen. Haywood asked how many of the 250,000 people in the probation system in Pennsylvania have been in the system for 
more than two years. Thomas and Billet-Barclay responded that they do not have the statistic but could get it. Sen. Haywood 
said that would be helpful.

Chairman Baker asked if they could share that with the office. Thomas stated that a person stays on probation as long as 
they have fees owed. Billet-Barclay said that was true in her county and added that a third of the criminal court docket in 
York County is for DUI offenses. She said the cost is a serious issue and that she supports legislation to allow those who do 
not have the ability to pay to go off of supervision.

Chairman Baker asked if allowing those who do not have the ability to pay is a policy in the county. Billet-Barclay responded 
that allowing those who do not have the ability to pay to go off supervision is permitted in York County. Chairman Baker 
asked if most counties use that policy. Billet-Barclay responded that some do and some do not.

Sen. Williams commented that the lack of uniformity in 62 counties leads to arbitrary policies. He asserted that evidenced-
based legislation is not cookie-cutter and referred to previous testimony from Greg Rowe, director of legislation and policy 
for the Pennsylvania District Attorneys Association, who spoke about specific guidelines. Sen. Williams commented that it 
is clear that whatever is happing in one county is not happening in another and asserted that arbitrary decisions are being 
made by probation officers. He opined that probation officers should follow the culture where they are working. Billet-Barclay 
agreed that practices vary across the state and that sometimes it appears that responses to violations could be arbitrary, 
which is why the JCJC recommended a cap of 30 days incarceration for violation of probation for some sentences. Sen. 
Williams offered his agreement. Billet-Barclay opined that she strongly advocates for graduated responses. Sen. Williams 
stated that legislators agree with graduated responses. He opined that the lack of uniformity with respect to probation 
officers makes their jobs difficult.

Sen. Haywood asked about public safety and what the risks are for the public with Senate Bill 14. Billet-Barclay responded 
that the maximum benefits of supervision end at two years and opined that anything after that is not saving money nor 
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adding to public safety. She opined that those who end their probation early actually have better outcomes according to 
research and asserted that evidence-based practices are in line with keeping communities safer. Thomas said there needs 
to be more use of risk assessment tools across the country.

Chairman Baker asserted that she appreciates comments about juvenile court judges and opined that the work they do 
can transfer to the adult system. Thomas referred to a 2005 report by the Legislative Budget and Finance Commission. He 
commented that county probation has felt like the “step-child” to the state parole system. He asserted that reform has not 
happened because county probation was not part of the discussion.
Ted Johnson, chairman, Pennsylvania Board of Probation and Parole, stated that he and George Little have a combined 
experience of about 80 years of supervision. He stated that he has worked in county, federal, and state probation. He 
asserted that Senate Bill 14 is going in the right direction.

He commented that the federal level has items that will work with the bill and stated that probation was a major part of every 
decision made. He explained that when the defendant was brought before pre-trial services, a report was made to determine 
the defendant’s risk of flight and threat to the community. He asserted that part of the process involved a sentencing 
recommendation prepared for the judge, which was then sent to the supervision unit. Johnson asserted that money and 
resources are available at the federal level, and supervision is done in the environment. He said that moving officers in the 
field is in line with federal policies.

Johnson commented that he likes what Senate Bill 14 does to allow agencies to work together and work with community 
partners. He stated that it is important for the county and state to share resources. He commented that the savings that 
the bill will provide should go directly to the county probation officers and not to the General Fund. He opined that county 
probation officers should be allowed to use county supervision as directed by the court and should also be trusted, so that 
if they see an offender has “done well,” they can recommend that probation be reduced.

Johnson also recommended hiring probation officers trained in a particular field. He commented that his frustration at the 
state level was because of hiring based upon how applicants had done on a standardized test and given extra points for a 
veteran’s status. He opined that probation officers should be people who love this system and are a balance between social 
work and law enforcement.

George Little, executive deputy secretary, Pennsylvania Department of Corrections (DOC), asserted that he experienced 
probation and parole in another system with unified jurisdiction, which had a higher degree of standardization across 
the state. He commented that reform is something that the DOC generally supports. He asserted that the state provides 
supervision in two counties and courtesy supervision for more serious cases, such as in Philadelphia County, for some sex 
offender cases.

Little commented that evidence-based risk assessment is available at various counties and asserted that there is a wide 
variation. He commented that, regarding the issue of guidelines since the implementation of the first Justice Reinvestment 
Initiative (JRI I), there has been swift and certain punishment with “good success”. He stated that this has been implemented 
with agreements through local and county jails. He asserted that the preliminary data on JRI I is very promising.

Little stated that more serious parole violators are returned to state correctional facilities with lower sentences, which has 
decreased the recidivism rates. He commented that he would agree with the difficulty one would encounter to be able to go 
10 to 12 years and not make an error while on supervision. He opined that relatively shorter intensive supervision would have 
good results. He stated that training is a key piece and said that motivational interviewing has been successful, especially 
with county probation. He emphasized the importance of having probation offices see those they supervise as individuals. 
Little opined that consistently lower caseloads for probation officers would be beneficial from a public safety standpoint.

Little asserted that the bills proposed through the recent discussions in the second Justice Reinvestment Initiative (JRI II) 
would free up resources and support reinvestment of savings back into county probation to support staff and training.
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Chairman Baker commented that the hearing’s consistent theme is what is needed to enhance county probation. She 
offered support of the concept that probation should have a greater focus on their clients’ mental health and expressed her 
hope that JRI II would be able to advance Senate Bill 14.

Sen. Haywood asked if the proposed legislation is a threat to public safety. Johnson responded that it is part of public safety.

Sen. Haywood asked if sentencing is the proper venue to make decisions about probation. Little replied that probation 
decisions are made at sentencing or at the petition for relief after someone has been incarcerated. He asserted that even if 
someone does get paroled, if their sentence also includes a probation element, it is not something that is tacked on at the 
end. Johnson replied that on the federal level, there is no parole and only probation or incarceration.

Sen. Haywood asked about risk-assessment and if there currently is standardized evidenced-based determination as to 
who is in high risk. Johnson replied that there are a variety of instruments that are used to determine risk assessment and 
supervision. He commented that more standardization would be helpful. Sen. Haywood asked if this would apply to all 67 
counties. Little commented that different counties have different instruments. He opined that most men and women in the 
criminal justice system have come through the social services system and asserted that case management is critical.

Sen. Williams commented that the testifiers have significant experience and thanked Chairman Baker for having the hearing. 
He emphasized the importance of using additional revenue to support county administrations. He opined that the ability 
of probation officers to get out in the street is “one of the most effective things we can do in Philadelphia.” He thanked the 
testifiers for their collective wisdom.

Chairman Baker commented that she hopes the discussion from experts about the juvenile justice system in Pennsylvania 
can provide information that is useful to the adult system of probation.

Richard Steele, executive director of JCJC, explained that the JCJC was created in 1959 and is mandated for the development 
of standards for juvenile probation and advising courts on the care of delinquent youth. He commented that the JCJC makes 
recommendations on juvenile justice using evidence-based best practices.

Steele opined that juvenile justice and adult justice are more similar than previously thought. He stated that Pennsylvania has 
a history of being progressive in the juvenile justice system. He explained that Act 33 of 1995 established Pennsylvania as 
the first state to incorporate language known as Balanced and Restorative Justice (BARJ), which has since been replicated 
in over 30 states. He asserted that there is much more focus on victims’ services in the present time.

He commented that the Juvenile Justice System Enhancement Strategy (JJSES) process has been reported by other states 
as the most comprehensive juvenile justice reform initiative in the country. He asserted that it advocates use of evidence-
based practices, collection of more data, and introduction of quality assurance practices. He stated that the key concepts 
make use of validated risk assessment instruments. He opined that in order to have a long-lasting impact in terms of 
recidivism, behaviors need to change.

Steele commented that all 67 counties are currently involved in putting together a strategic plan. He asserted that evidence-
based practices lead to a reduction of the risk to reoffend. He commented that between 2007 and 2017, the juvenile arrest 
rate decreased by 38.5 percent and asserted that placement in residential facilities for juveniles has been reduced by almost 
56 percent.

Sam Miller, chief juvenile probation officer, Cumberland County Juvenile Probation Department, stated that the JJSES 
has changed the system, probation officers have become behavior change agents, and evidence-based practices have 
provided the “roadmap.”

He stated that JJSES and the infusion of evidence-based practices speak to how to effectively utilize resources and target 
interventions to provide a more objective manner in the implementation of processes in the juvenile justice system. He 
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opined that the transparency involved with the assessment provides a healthy “umbrella” over the entire process and 
provides more benefits that otherwise would not have been there.

Miller stated that he is a big proponent of using data to provide a return on investment numbers and asserted that data gives 
a macro view of what is really happening. He stated that his beliefs are sometimes challenged by looking at the data. He 
opined that it is the most humane and effective way to do business.

Chairman Baker commented that the Luzerne County “Kids for Cash” scandal would have been discovered sooner if data 
was analyzed. She asked if a network should be established for the adult system that has the data. Steele responded that 
through the years, when he has worked with adult probation staff, they have lamented the fact that they do not have the 
JCJC.

Chairman Baker expressed appreciation for the comments about how accountability is important to change behaviors.

Steele commented that one of the more significant changes he has seen is the role of probation officers in behavioral health 
rather than solely focusing on sanctions. He emphasized the importance of probation officers not simply telling their clients 
what they have done wrong but telling them how to do things right.

Sen. Collett asked Miller if he had seen a change in candidates for the position of probation officer and what he is doing to 
attract the right people to the complex role. Miller responded there is currently a wider variety of people interested in the 
profession and asserted that the challenge is to get officers who can perform a wide range of functions, including arrest. He 
said that operating as a change agent is a challenge. He indicated that younger probation officers are integrated into the 
JJSES strategy in an effective way. He opined that more experienced probation officers “bring a lot to the table but may be 
resistant to adopting the philosophy.” He stated that there is a new type of candidate coming into the system but opined that 
he does not want to lose sight of the valuable service given by those in the system. Miller opined that as probation officers 
experience success, they are pleased with the results. He commented that in his jurisdiction, the resources are good, but 
asserted that is not always the case. Steele commented that he has seen evidence-based job descriptions that are being 
used in a number of counties.

Chairman Farnese asked who does the training. Steele responded that the origination piece is through certified staff and 
other trainers. He commented that every probation officer in the state needs to have 40 hours per year.

Chairman Farnese asked if there is an oversight agency that monitors the number of training hours. Steele responded that 
the JCJC monitors this.

Chairman Farnese commented about the uniformity of implementation. Steele responded that staff from JCJC conducts 
courtroom observations to provide feedback to the application of best practices.

Carl Reynolds, senior legal and policy advisor, the Council of State Governments Justice Center, stated that his top priority 
is to reinforce the state regarding better funding of the adult probation system as referred to in Senate Bill 500. He opined 
that the JCJC is a model and said that in Texas, they addressed some of the same issues in the 1980s that are being 
discussed today regarding probation reform in Pennsylvania.

Reynolds commented that the Texas Reinvestment Judges project provided resources to judges at the front end and parole 
board at the back end so that people could be managed locally. He stated that Texas changed the resources allocated at 
the prison system. He commented that Texas allows probation sentences up to 10 years, which is a suspended prison 
sentence, and that he would not suggest this. He said that there is limited utility to overly long periods of supervision.

Reynolds discussed the data comparing recidivism results for people who receive different dispositions. He opined that there 
is a huge gap in data regarding the information about problems in Pennsylvania’s county probation offices. He emphasized 
the importance of addressing the missing data in working for reform.

https://dingo.telicon.com/pa/library/2019/20190626TT.PDF
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Reynolds stated that, for the purposes of Senate Bill 14, he wanted to make sure that legislators were aware of the proposed 
merger of probation and county and intermediate punishment in Senate Bill 501. He opined that the legislature may need to 
merge the bills to accomplish their goals.

Mark Bergstrom, executive director, Pennsylvania Commission on Sentencing, commented about community supervision, 
total confinement, and discretionary parole from confinement. He stated that in Pennsylvania, the minimum sentence cannot 
exceed one-half of the maximum sentence. He explained that the reasons for the minimum-maximum rule is that it allows 
for discretionary parole to take into account the individual serving the term to see whether it is appropriate to release the 
offender to supervised released in the community.

Bergstrom stated that in a situation where someone maxes out with no supervision, legislation added a three-year post-
release supervision period. He opined that Pennsylvania does not supervise well when a person is paroled at their minimum 
to make sure there is enough supervision. He opined that this contributes to problems when a person has the longest 
supervision possible under the sentence. He asserted that it might be helpful to change the total confinement sentencing 
and add some probation. He said there are reasons for current sentencing, though it locks people in. He encouraged 
legislators to look at the minimum-maximum rule and how it operates.

Bergstrom spoke about the compounding effect where courts have discretion. He asserted that courts need to examine 
the difference between no discretion and locking someone down. He explained that the duration of probation, parole, and 
the exercise of consecutive sentencing can add a life-sentence of supervision because of the compounding effect. He 
commented that in 2018 sentencing hearing data, there were 30 to 50 years of probation on a single case and opined that 
does not take into account if someone is already under supervision. He asked the legislature to think “holistically” regarding 
probation and parole.

Bergstrom stated that the commission was given a mandate in 2008 to create revocation and resentencing guidelines. He 
commented that there was no data available. He stated that the commission put in a data collection system and in 2016, 
mandated courts to report revocations and resentencing to the commission. He asserted that 80 percent of cases were for 
technical violations and said that the number of people getting probation did not have recommendations about duration or 
intensity. Bergstrom opined that Senate Bill 501 can make recommendations about duration and intensity and link back to 
the work done by county probation and parole.

Bergstrom explained that the commission adopted the preliminary guidelines regarding the revocation and resentencing 
on June 13, 2019, and will submit them to the General Assembly in the next month for a 90-day review. He stated that 
unless the guidelines are rejected by the General Assembly, they will take effect on January 1, 2020. He explained that 
the guidelines address revocation for a technical violation, which would involve asking the court to go back to original 
sentencing guidelines. He stated that if the parolee commits a new offense, the commission would ask the court to consider 
recognizing that there will also be a sentence on the new offense.

He commented that in Senate Bill 501, there is a provision that asks the commission to think comprehensively in terms 
of duration of maximums of confinement and use of aggravated sentences. He stated that without structures in place with 
guidelines, the commission does not have information regarding county-specific factors in probation.

Vincent Schiraldi, co-director, Columbia University Justice Lab, explained that he has been working with probation and 
parole commissioners across the U.S. He said, “In general, probation and parole in America have grown too big to 
succeed.” He opined that the focus should be on short, rehabilitative sentences and shorter case loads with resources in the 
communities. He explained that probation was established in 1841 and parole in 1876 in the United States. He commented 
that supervision was the focus with moderate rehabilitative efforts. He asserted that there was a great increase in probation 
and parole numbers between the 1970s and 2009, when there were twice as many on probation and parole as in prison.

Schiraldi cited statistics showing that one in 53 adults nationally was under some form of supervision in the U.S., and 
one in 34 is under some type of supervision in Pennsylvania, with Pennsylvania having the highest incarceration rate in 
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the northeast. He stated that the growth of probation and parole has not corresponded with reduced incarceration and 
commented that one out of six prison beds are for probation and parole violations. He stated that half of the population in 
Philadelphia’s jail was on probation and parole detainers.

Schiraldi opined that smaller and more focused supervision is better. He commented that New York has seen a decrease 
in probation and incarceration and opined that it is because of mentoring and education services for people on supervision. 
He asserted that the effectiveness of probation is limited after 12 to 18 months. He commented that states such as Alabama 
have a maximum of probation of five years.

Chairman Baker asked if the legislature needs to define probation. Bergstrom opined that it would be helpful to define it in 
terms of community supervision.

Sen. Williams commented that legislators have spent the time to make sure that efforts are not being duplicated with Senate 
Bill 14 and told Bergstrom that Senate Bill 14 “stands on its own.” Sen. Williams commented that Schiraldi’s testimony 
outlined the need for reducing caseloads and saving money.

Chairman Farnese commented that Reynolds’s written testimony appropriately reflected that Pennsylvania has 65 separate 
departments with regards to county supervised probation. He advocated for uniformity and said, “You can see from the data 
where people are coming from and what the outlook is.”

Sen. Martin asserted that he would like to see more guidelines in Senate Bill 501 in terms of set timelines because in some 
counties “the proceedings languish.”

Sen. Martin asked Schiraldi about the caps and how it is possible to determine where someone is in the process of making 
restitution as it applies to a cap on the time served on probation. Schiraldi responded that in New York, a judge can order 
probation to stop until restitution payments are continuing to be made.

Chairman Baker commented that the perspective of Chris Demko, co-founder, Parents Against Impaired Driving (PAPAID), 
is important.

Demko said that he represents a group of parents who have lost children because of someone convicted of a DUI offense. 
He commented that the group interprets the proposed bills as moving away from incarceration because it does not reduce 
recidivism. He opined that Pennsylvania must improve shortcomings with treatments, oversight, and accountability. He 
asserted that there is poor data collection across the state to measure treatment outcomes and recidivism from counties 
across the state. He stated that Pennsylvania provides little oversight of its approximately 500 treatment providers.

Demko stated that the only available data is from the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT), which shows 
that 40,000 people were required to go into treatment from 2014-2016. He asserted that only 13 percent successfully 
completed it. He opined that treatment has holes and needs to be fixed and improved. He stated that for every member of 
PAPAID, the repeat offender did not learn from treatment and reoffended and killed. He asserted that if Pennsylvania does 
not address the current status of treatment, “the legislation will fall short.”

Jennifer Storm, Commonwealth Victim Advocate, commented that victims’ services are not often considered. She commented 
that every single action taken in the justice system has consequences to the victim. She opined that one cannot have 
effective rehabilitation without accountability. She asserted that victims want to be heard and be included in a meaningful 
way. She expressed appreciation for the passage of Marsy’s Law and the inclusion of Senate Bill 502. Storm highlighted the 
issue of restitution and said that it is the only tangible aspect for accountability and opined that the prioritization of restitution 
is vital.

Storm commented that her predecessor for Victim Advocate issued a report with 47 recommendations. She stated that most 
of the recommendations have been adopted and asserted that the current focus is now on restitution. Storm commented 

https://dingo.telicon.com/pa/library/2019/20190626TO.PDF
https://dingo.telicon.com/pa/library/2019/20190626TQ.PDF
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SB01011&Session=17R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SB00502&Session=19R


18

that the most recent report from the DOC is that there is a 94 percent collection rate because agents are utilizing best 
practices. She asked that restitution be included for crime victims in any legislative reform. She supported recommendations 
to bolster county probation and said that JCJC has fully understood the need to have crime victims engaged.

Deanna Weaver, victim advocate of the Lancaster Office of the District Attorney and co-chair of the Legislative and Policy 
Committee of the Crime Victims Alliance of Pennsylvania (CVAP), commented on the importance of truth in sentencing 
laws for victims. She stated that her office tries to establish rapport with the victims and said that by the time victims reach 
sentencing, they have learned to trust advocates. She asserted that changing a sentence can be disruptive. She opined that 
accountability is what the victims want and stated that restitution is part of making a victim whole and needs to be a priority.

Weaver opined that special conditions of probation are very meaningful to victims, even more so than a jail sentence. She 
expressed concern that early termination of sentences and the limitation of probation could reduce the special conditions. 
Weaver stated, “Every offense is not the same, and every offender is not the same.” She opined that crimes of sexual 
offenses need to be “carved out and looked at separately.” Weaver emphasized the importance of victims’ wishes being 
included in any reform that takes place.

Chairman Baker commented how difficult it must be for Demko to testify and opined that his point about the data is important. 
She agreed that the victim needs to have a seat at the table and asserted that is why Marsy’s Law andKaren’s Law are 
important.

Sen. Martin thanked Storm and stated that the Demkos are his constituents. He said, «It would be amazing to put together 
a group to discuss how we measure results when looking at data of substance abuse.»

Chairman Farnese commented on Demko›s ability to put testimony in perspective regarding the issues of restitution and 
accountability. He stated that it is important to include these perspectives. He thanked Chairman Baker for her work and also 
thanked Sen. Camera Bartolotta (R-Washington) and Sen. Williams.

Sen. Williams asked for Storm›s quote. Storm said, «If probation is the red-headed step-child, victim advocates are the 
distant cousin always invited to the reunion and rarely at the Sunday barbeque.» Sen. Williams said, «What we want to avoid 
is bringing more pain.» He stated that he represents a district where sexual offenders and DUI offenders are commonplace. 
He asserted that the hearing is about «fairness in terms of process and consistency.»

Sen. Williams asked what tweaks with Senate Bill 14 would be productive. Storm spoke of eliminating supervision in cases 
where there is a lack of payment. She commented that while civil judgment is an option, «it is rarely pursued with success.» 
Storm asserted that talking about victims is «painful.» She stated that if the victim is engaged in the beginning, they will be 
able to obtain more information. Storm asserted that if the victim is included in restorative group conferencing and dialogue, 
the outcomes are better.

Sen. Williams commended Demko for his ability to be composed. He opined that understanding the circumstances of 
the offender may be helpful. He asserted that input from the testifiers makes it easier for legislators to have a practical 
conversation about the issues.

Chairman Baker stated that she appreciates the comments about how legislators can be engaged and asserted that 
they need to make sure that treatments are working for offenders. She said, «We will continue as a committee to accept 
information from others and continue to engage.» She acknowledged former Sen. Stewart Greeenleaf (R-Montgomery), 
who started the discussions about probation reform, and she stressed the importance of continuing his legacy.
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House Rules Committee
6/26/19, 9:15 a.m., Room 245 Main Capitol
By Mike Howells, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee met to consider legislation.

HB 1595 Rigby, Jim (F) - (PN 2054) An act designating a bridge, identified by Bridge Key 8671, on that portion of Washington 
Street over the Conemaugh River in Johnstown City, Cambria County, as the SFC Raymond R. Buchan Memorial Bridge. 
Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed.

HB 65 Sankey, Thomas - (PN 69) Act designating a bridge on that portion of State Route 3047 over the South Branch of 
Blacklick Creek, Blacklick Township, Cambria County, as the Private First Class Steve L. Klosz Memorial Bridge. Effective 
in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed.

- 30 -

House Appropriations Committee
6/26/19, 9:30 a.m., Room 140 Main Capitol
By Harrison Cann, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee met to consider legislation.

HB 792 Maloney, David - (PN 2059) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in rules of the road in general, further providing for additional 
parking regulations by providing for protected pedestrian plazas and pedalcycle lanes. When there is an on-street pedestrian 
plaza or a pedalcycle lane adjacent to the right-hand curb of a two-way or one-way highway, a vehicle standing or parked 
upon the two-way or one-way highway shall be positioned in the direction of authorized traffic movement with the right-hand 
wheels of the vehicle parallel to and within 12 inches of the outside line of the buffer area between the pedestrian plaza or 
pedalcycle lane and parking. When there is an on-street pedestrian plaza or a pedalcycle lane adjacent to the left-hand curb 
of a one-way or median-divided, two-way highway, a vehicle standing or parked upon the highway shall be positioned in 
the direction of authorized traffic movement with the left-hand wheels of the vehicle parallel to and within 12 inches of the 
outside line of the buffer area between the pedestrian plaza or pedalcycle lane and parking. Nothing under the section shall 
be deemed to prevent a local authority from enacting parking regulations under section 6109 (relating to specific powers of 
department and local authorities) to provide for a special, alternative or temporary configuration and signage for parking on 
a highway with an on-street pedestrian plaza or pedalcycle lane. Provides that local authorities may limit access to a parking 
space reserved under paragraph (2) to a specific vehicle, license plate or other method of designation. Under the paragraph, 
local authorities may charge a reasonable fee and shall comply with section 6109 and the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
Effective in 60 days. (Prior Printer Number: 872) - The bill was unanimously reported as committed.

SB 241 Browne, Patrick - (PN 205) Act appropriating $2,935,000 from the Philadelphia Taxicab and Limousine Regulatory 
Fund to the Philadelphia Parking Authority and $200,000 from the Philadelphia Taxicab Medallion Fund to the Philadelphia 
Parking Authority for the fiscal year July 1, 2019, to June 30, 2020. Effective July 1, 2019, or immediately, whichever is later. 
- The bill was unanimously reported as committed.
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House Appropriations Committee
6/27/19, 11:00 a.m., 140 Main Capitol
By Mike Howells, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee met to consider legislation.

HB 1595 Rigby, Jim (F) - (PN 2054) An act designating a bridge, identified by Bridge Key 8671, on that portion of Washington 
Street over the Conemaugh River in Johnstown City, Cambria County, as the SFC Raymond R. Buchan Memorial Bridge. 
Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed.

Bullet.in.Points

DOH: APPROVED AND REQUIRED MEDICATIONS LISTS FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE AGENCIES AND 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE PROVIDERS
The Department of Health has approved medications for administration by emergency medical responders (EMR), emergency 
medical technicians (EMT), advanced emergency medical technicians (AEMT), paramedics, prehospital registered nurses 
(PHRN), prehospital physician extenders (PHPE), and prehospital emergency medical services physicians (PHP) when 
functioning on behalf of an emergency medical service (EMS) agency. The approvals are based upon the type of EMS 
service an EMS agency is licensed to provide relating to emergency medical services agencies. This notice also specifies 
the minimum required medications to be stocked on a specified EMS vehicle based upon the type of EMS service the EMS 
agency is licensed to provide. Additional information can be found on the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

DOH: SCOPE OF PRACTICE FOR AIR AMBULANCE SERVICES
The Department of Health is publishing the expanded scope of practice for authorized paramedics, PHRN, PHPE and PHP 
when functioning for an EMS agency that has been licensed as a critical care transport (CCT) ambulance service (relating 
to emergency medical services agencies). Additional information can be found on the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

DOH: SCOPE OF PRACTICE FOR CRITICAL CARE TRANSPORT EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE PROVIDERS
The Department of Health is publishing the expanded scope of practice for authorized paramedics, PHRN, PHPE and PHP 
when functioning for an EMS agency that has been licensed as a critical care transport (CCT) ambulance service under 35 
Pa.C.S. § 8129 (relating to emergency medical services agencies). Additional information can be found on the Pennsylvania 
Bulletin.

DOH: VEHICLE, EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLY REQUIREMENTS FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCIES
The Department of Health has published updates to vehicle construction and equipment and supply requirements for EMS 
agencies based upon the types of services they provide and the EMS vehicles they operate. Additional information can be 
found on the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

PUC: HAZARDOUS LIQUID PUBLIC UTILITY SAFETY STANDARDS; ADVANCE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING
The Public Utility Commission’s regulation, titled ‘’Gas Service,’’ has primary focus on the regulation of natural gas distribution 
service, safety and facilities. The commission seeks comments from interested persons regarding the amendment and 
enhancement of Chapter 59 to enable the commission to more comprehensively regulate public utilities that transport 
petroleum products and other hazardous liquids in intrastate commerce. Additional information can be found on the 
Pennsylvania Bulletin.
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Cosponsor Memos

HCO2272  Wheatley, Jake(D) Establishes a driver's license amnesty program for a one 
year period for individuals who would still be required to 
serve a driver's license suspension for their underlying 
offense.

HCO2273  Culver, Lynda(R) Amends Title 75 (Vehicle Code) in order to: (1) provide 
impound notices to lien holders in a timely manner, and (2) 
require crushed lien vehicle notices with reasonable timing 
rules.

HCO2276  Mihalek, Natalie (F)(R) Honors the recipients of the prestigious Sailor's Medal by 
providing them with their own special registration plate.

HCO2295  Mihalek, Natalie (F)(R) Provides recipients of the Navy and Marine Corps Medal 
with a special registration plate.

SCO1026  Aument, Ryan(R) Addresses penalties and corrective courses of action in the 
Fish and Boat Code for harmful and reckless behavior.

Bill Actions

HB 24  Lawrence, John(R) (PN 1735) Amends the Capital Facilities Debt Enabling Act, 
in capital facilities, further providing for bonds, issue of bonds 
and notes, maturity and interest. Requires the principal for new 
issuances of state debt to be repaid in equal amounts over 
the term of the bond. Provides the legislation shall apply to 
bonds, including funding bonds, issued on or after July 1, 2021. 
Effective July 1, 2021. (Prior Printer Number: 341)

Bill History: 06-27-19 S Final Passage (Vote: Y: 50/N: 0) 
06-27-19 H Signed in the House 
06-28-19 S Signed in the Senate 
06-28-19 G In the hands of the Governor 
07-08-19 G Last day for Governor's action

HB 65  Sankey, Thomas(R) (PN 69) Act designating a bridge on that portion of State Route 
3047 over the South Branch of Blacklick Creek, Blacklick 
Township, Cambria County, as the Private First Class Steve L. 
Klosz Memorial Bridge. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 06-26-19 H House concurred in Senate amendments (Vote: 
Y:201/N: 0) 
06-26-19 H Signed in the House 
06-26-19 S Signed in the Senate 
06-27-19 G In the hands of the Governor 
07-07-19 G Last day for Governor's action
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HB 790  Saylor, Stanley(R) (PN 870) The General Appropriation Act of 2019provides 
appropriations from the General Fund for the expenses of 
the Executive, Legislative and Judicial Departments of the 
Commonwealth, the public debt and the public schools for the 
fiscal year July 1, 2019, to June 30, 2020, and for the payment 
of bills incurred and remaining unpaid at the close of the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 2019; providing appropriations from special 
funds and accounts to the Executive and Judicial Departments 
for the fiscal year July 1, 2019, to June 30, 2020, and for the 
payment of bills remaining unpaid at the close of the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2019; and providing for the appropriation of 
Federal funds to the Executive and Judicial Departments for the 
fiscal year July 1, 2019, to June 30, 2020, and for the payment of 
bills remaining unpaid at the close of the fiscal year ending June 
30, 2019. Effective July 1, 2019, or immediately, whichever is 
later.

Bill History: 06-27-19 S Final Passage (Vote: Y: 42/N: 8) 
06-27-19 H Signed in the House 
06-27-19 S Signed in the Senate 
06-27-19 G In the hands of the Governor 
07-07-19 G Last day for Governor's action
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HB 792  Maloney, David(R) (PN 2059) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in rules of the road in 
general, further providing for additional parking regulations by 
providing for protected pedestrian plazas and pedalcycle lanes. 
When there is an on-street pedestrian plaza or a pedalcycle 
lane adjacent to the right-hand curb of a two-way or one-
way highway, a vehicle standing or parked upon the two-way 
or one-way highway shall be positioned in the direction of 
authorized traffic movement with the right-hand wheels of the 
vehicle parallel to and within 12 inches of the outside line of 
the buffer area between the pedestrian plaza or pedalcycle 
lane and parking. When there is an on-street pedestrian plaza 
or a pedalcycle lane adjacent to the left-hand curb of a one-
way or median-divided, two-way highway, a vehicle standing 
or parked upon the highway shall be positioned in the direction 
of authorized traffic movement with the left-hand wheels of 
the vehicle parallel to and within 12 inches of the outside line 
of the buffer area between the pedestrian plaza or pedalcycle 
lane and parking. Nothing under the section shall be deemed to 
prevent a local authority from enacting parking regulations under 
section 6109 (relating to specific powers of department and local 
authorities) to provide for a special, alternative or temporary 
configuration and signage for parking on a highway with an on-
street pedestrian plaza or pedalcycle lane. Provides that local 
authorities may limit access to a parking space reserved under 
paragraph (2) to a specific vehicle, license plate or other method 
of designation. Under the paragraph, local authorities may 
charge a reasonable fee and shall comply with section 6109 and 
the Americans with Disabilities Act. Effective in 60 days. (Prior 
Printer Number: 872)

Bill History: 06-26-19 H Set on the House Calendar 
06-26-19 H Reported as committed from House Appropriations 
06-26-19 Laid out for discussion 12:05pm 
06-26-19 Third consideration 12:05pm 
06-26-19 H Final Passage (Vote: Y:200/N: 1)

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB00792&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R130


24

HB 915  Causer, Martin(R) (PN 1487) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in size, weight and load, 
further providing for permit for movement during course of 
manufacture; and, in powers of department and local authorities, 
further providing for power of governor during emergency. The 
bill establishes that combination of vehicles which is hauling 
milk to or from a milk plant or to or from a dairy farm, or is 
traveling to a dairy farm to pick up milk, may be permitted by the 
department and local authorities to move upon highways within 
their respective jurisdictions 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
and in the event of a declared national, state or local emergency 
unless it is specifically stated in a proclamation or executive 
order. Requires that decals issued by the Milk Marketing Board 
to be placed on any milk truck that is exempted. Effective in 60 
days. (Prior Printer Number: 1036)

Bill History: 06-26-19 S Final Passage (Vote: Y: 32/N: 18) 
06-26-19 H Signed in the House 
06-26-19 S Signed in the Senate 
06-27-19 G In the hands of the Governor 
07-07-19 G Last day for Governor's action

HB 916  Stephens, Todd(R) (PN 1037) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in general provisions, 
further providing for definitions; and, in licensing of drivers, 
providing for continuous alcohol monitoring device. The bill 
establishes that a person arrested for driving under the influence 
of a alcohol or a controlled substance within 10 years of a prior 
conviction or while pending adjudication for one or more prior 
charges shall be fitted with a continuous alcohol monitoring 
device. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 03-19-19 H Filed 
03-20-19 H Introduced and referred to committee on House 
Transportation 
06-24-19 H Hearing set for 11:30 a.m., Room B31, Main 
Capitol, House Transportation  -- House Transportation 
06-24-19 H Public hearing held in committee House 
Transportation

HB 1441  Metzgar, Carl(R) (PN 1790) Act designating the bridge located on U.S. Route 
219 over Walters Mill Road as the Mark J. Baserman Memorial 
Bridge. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 06-24-19 H Voted favorably from committee on House 
Appropriations 
06-24-19 H Reported as committed from House Appropriations 
06-24-19 Laid out for discussion 3:17pm 
06-24-19 Third consideration 3:17pm 
06-24-19 H Final Passage (Vote: Y:199/N: 0)
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HB 1479  Fritz, Jonathan(R) (PN 1886) Act designating a bridge, identified as Bridge Key 
35729, on that portion of State Route 3041 in Texas Township, 
Wayne County, as the PFC Raymond P. Schwesinger Memorial 
Bridge. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 06-20-19 H Reported as committed from House Appropriations 
06-20-19 Laid out for discussion 2:41pm 
06-20-19 Third consideration 2:41pm 
06-20-19 H Final Passage (Vote: Y:192/N: 0) 
06-21-19 S Received in the Senate and referred to Senate 
Transportation

HB 1510  Jozwiak, Barry(R) (PN 1895) Act designating a portion of Pennsylvania Route 
183 in Berks County as the Trooper Wayne C. Ebert Memorial 
Highway. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 06-20-19 H Reported as committed from House Appropriations 
06-20-19 Laid out for discussion 2:42pm 
06-20-19 Third consideration 2:42pm 
06-20-19 H Final Passage (Vote: Y:192/N: 0) 
06-21-19 S Received in the Senate and referred to Senate 
Transportation

HB 1547  Pyle, Jeff(R) (PN 1963) Act designating the highway interchange of U.S. 
Route 422 with Pennsylvania Route 66, Manor Township, 
Armstrong County, as the Senator Donald C. White Interchange. 
Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 06-20-19 H Reported as committed from House Appropriations 
06-20-19 Laid out for discussion 2:43pm 
06-20-19 Third consideration 2:43pm 
06-20-19 H Final Passage (Vote: Y:180/N: 12) 
06-21-19 S Received in the Senate and referred to Senate 
Transportation

HB 1595  Rigby, Jim (F)(R) (PN 2054) An act designating a bridge, identified by Bridge Key 
8671, on that portion of Washington Street over the Conemaugh 
River in Johnstown City, Cambria County, as the SFC Raymond 
R. Buchan Memorial Bridge. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 06-27-19 H Reported as committed from House Appropriations 
06-27-19 H Set on the House Calendar 
06-27-19 Laid out for discussion 2:00pm 
06-27-19 Third consideration 2:00pm 
06-27-19 H Final Passage (Vote: Y:200/N: 0)

HB 1609  O'Mara, Jennifer (F)(D)(PN 2083) Increases the amount an applicant can contribute 
to the Veterans' Trust Fund through the Department of 
Transportation from $3 to $5. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 06-20-19 H Reported as committed from House Appropriations 
06-20-19 Laid out for discussion 2:45pm 
06-20-19 Third consideration 2:46pm 
06-20-19 H Final Passage (Vote: Y:192/N: 0) 
06-21-19 S Received in the Senate and referred to Senate 
Veterans Affairs & Emergency Prepared.
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HB 1665  Staats, Craig(R) (PN 2223) A freestanding act designating a bridge, identified 
by bridge key 7381 located on North Main Street over the East 
Branch Perkiomen Creek, Sellersville, in Sellersville Borough, 
Bucks County, as the Sellersville Veterans Memorial Bridge. 
Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 06-19-19 H Filed 
06-24-19 H Introduced and referred to committee on House 
Transportation

HB 1685  Kortz, Bill(D) (PN 2274) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in rules of the road in 
general, further providing for following too closely; and, in other 
required equipment, further providing for general requirements 
for school buses by prohibiting the driver of a motor vehicle from 
following a bus closer than 10 feet. Such prohibition shall be 
stated on the back of the bus. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 06-26-19 H Filed 
06-27-19 H Introduced and referred to committee on House 
Transportation

HB 1686  Mehaffie, Thomas(R) (PN 2275) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in rules of the road in 
general, further providing that any police officer may use an 
electronic speed meter, radar or light detection and ranging 
devices upon approval by local ordinance and completion of 
training requirements. The legislation provides for a revenue cap 
on the amount of money a municipality may keep from speeding 
tickets and calibration standards for radar guns. Effective in 120 
days.

Bill History: 06-26-19 H Filed 
06-27-19 H Introduced and referred to committee on House 
Transportation

HB 1699  Murt, Thomas(R) Amends Title 3 (Agriculture), in domestic animals, providing 
for therapy dogs.

Bill History: 06-27-19 H Filed
SB 43  Ward, Kim(R) (PN 20) Act designating a portion of US Route 30 in Hempfield 

Township, Southwest Greensburg Borough, the city of 
Greensburg, and South Greensburg Borough, as the J. Edward 
"Hutch" Hutchinson Memorial Bypass. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 06-10-19 S Signed in the Senate 
06-11-19 H Signed in the House 
06-11-19 G In the hands of the Governor 
06-21-19 G Approved by the Governor (Act: 11) 
08-20-19 G Earliest effective date
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SB 117  Langerholc, Wayne(R) (PN 85) Act designating a bridge on that portion of State 
Route 3016 (Bedford Street) over Solomon Run in the City of 
Johnstown, Cambria County, as the Seaman Apprentice Kenneth 
D. Scaife Memorial Bridge. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 06-26-19 S Senate concurred in House amendments (Vote: Y: 
50/N: 0) 
06-26-19 H Signed in the House 
06-26-19 S Signed in the Senate 
06-27-19 G In the hands of the Governor 
07-07-19 G Last day for Governor's action

SB 128  Regan, Mike(R) (PN 91) Amends Titles 51 (Military Affairs) and 74 
(Transportation) establishing the Department of Military and 
Veterans Affairs as liaison for the Civil Air Patrol and supervise 
their expenditures of state funding as well as the maintenance 
and use of commonwealth facilities used. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 06-26-19 S Senate concurred in House amendments (Vote: Y: 
50/N: 0) 
06-26-19 H Signed in the House 
06-26-19 S Signed in the Senate 
06-27-19 G In the hands of the Governor 
07-07-19 G Last day for Governor's action

SB 241  Browne, Patrick(R) (PN 205) Act appropriating $2,935,000 from the Philadelphia 
Taxicab and Limousine Regulatory Fund to the Philadelphia 
Parking Authority and $200,000 from the Philadelphia Taxicab 
Medallion Fund to the Philadelphia Parking Authority for the 
fiscal year July 1, 2019, to June 30, 2020. Effective July 1, 2019, 
or immediately, whichever is later.

Bill History: 06-26-19 H Signed in the House 
06-26-19 S Signed in the Senate 
06-27-19 H Signed in the House 
06-27-19 G In the hands of the Governor 
07-07-19 G Last day for Governor's action

SB 607  Scavello, Mario(R) (PN 675) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in rules of the road in 
general, further providing that any police officer may use an 
electronic speed meter, radar or light detection and ranging 
devices upon approval by local ordinance and completion of 
training requirements. The legislation provides for a revenue cap 
on the amount of money a municipality may keep from speeding 
tickets and calibration standards for radar guns.

Bill History: 06-25-19 S Set on the Senate Calendar 
06-25-19 Laid out for discussion 5:05pm 
06-25-19 Third consideration 5:06pm 
06-25-19 S Final Passage (Vote: Y: 49/N: 1) 
06-26-19 H Received in the House and referred to House 
Transportation

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=SB00117&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R335
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=SB00128&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R331
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=SB00241&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R316
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=SB00607&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R340


28

SB 742  Ward, Kim(R) (PN 919) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in inspection of vehicles, 
exempting gas-powered passenger cars, vans and light-duty 
trucks from the Vehicle Emissions Inspection and Maintenance 
Program for the first eight years after manufacture in counties 
that require emissions testing. Effective in 120 days.

Bill History: 06-25-19 S Reported as amended Senate Transportation 
06-25-19 Laid out for discussion 5:36pm 
06-25-19 Third consideration 5:36pm 
06-25-19 S Final Passage (Vote: Y: 26/N: 24) 
06-26-19 H Received in the House and referred to House 
Transportation

SB 743  Ward, Kim(R) (PN 920) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in inspection of vehicles, 
eliminating annual vehicle emissions testing requirements 
and institutes a two-year testing requirement for gas-powered 
passenger cars, vans and light-duty trucks older than eight years 
after manufacture in counties that require emissions testing. 
Effective in 120 days.

Bill History: 06-25-19 S Reported as amended Senate Transportation 
06-25-19 Laid out for discussion 5:39pm 
06-25-19 Third consideration 5:39pm 
06-25-19 S Final Passage (Vote: Y: 27/N: 23) 
06-26-19 H Received in the House and referred to House 
Transportation

SB 744  Langerholc, Wayne(R) (PN 953) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in inspection of vehicles, 
exempting Blair, Cambria, Lackawanna, Luzerne, Lycoming, 
Mercer, and Westmoreland Counties from vehicle emissions 
testing. Effective in 60 days. (Prior Printer Number: 921)

Bill History: 06-25-19 S Reported as amended Senate Transportation 
06-25-19 Laid out for discussion 5:43pm 
06-25-19 Third consideration 5:45pm 
06-25-19 S Final Passage (Vote: Y: 27/N: 23) 
06-26-19 H Received in the House and referred to House 
Transportation
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SB 745  Stefano, Patrick(R) (PN 922) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in inspection of vehicles, 
further providing for prohibition on expenditures for emission 
inspection program. The bill establishes that the Department of 
Environmental Protection shall develop and submit for approval 
to the Environmental Protection Agency an amendment to the 
existing enhanced emission inspection program, which will 
provide a subject vehicle with a model year of 1992 through 
1995 that is registered in a county under 67 Pa. Code, relating 
to program requirements, and a subject vehicle with a model 
year of 1996 or newer with a gross vehicle weight rating between 
8,501 and 9,000 pounds that is registered in a county under 
67 Pa. Code, shall be required to undergo the following tests: 
a fuel filler gas cap test and a visual emission control device 
inspection. Effective immediately.

Bill History: 06-25-19 S Reported as amended Senate Transportation 
06-25-19 Laid out for discussion 5:46pm 
06-25-19 Third consideration 5:47pm 
06-25-19 S Final Passage (Vote: Y: 27/N: 23) 
06-26-19 H Received in the House and referred to House 
Transportation

SB 746  Vogel, Jr., Elder(R) (PN 923) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in inspection of vehicles, 
extending the transition date for existing emissions inspection 
stations that are required by the Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation to obtain new emissions testing equipment by 
July 1, 2021. Effective immediately.

Bill History: 06-25-19 S Set on the Senate Calendar 
06-25-19 Laid out for discussion 5:07pm 
06-25-19 Third consideration 5:08pm 
06-25-19 S Final Passage (Vote: Y: 33/N: 17) 
06-26-19 H Received in the House and referred to House 
Transportation

SB 748  Bartolotta, Camera(R) (PN 925) Act designating a portion of Pennsylvania Route 50 
in Independence Township, Washington County, as the Lt. Col. 
Juanita L. Warman Memorial Highway. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 06-12-19 S First consideration 
06-17-19 S Set on the Senate Calendar 
06-17-19 Second consideration 3:44pm 
06-25-19 S Set on the Senate Calendar 
06-25-19 S Laid on the table
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SB 778  Ward, Kim(R) (PN 1003) Amends Titles 74 (Transportation) and 75 (Vehicles), 
in sustainable mobility option, providing for deposits into the 
Public Transportation Trust Fund; and in Pennsylvania Turnpike, 
establishing that annual additional payments and annual base 
payments are determined by the Department of Transportation. 
Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 06-25-19 S Reported as amended Senate Transportation 
06-25-19 Laid out for discussion 5:48pm 
06-25-19 Third consideration 5:48pm 
06-25-19 S Final Passage (Vote: Y: 50/N: 0) 
06-27-19 H Received in the House and referred to House 
Transportation

Upcoming Events

PA Turnpike Commission 
July 2, 2019 - 10:00 a.m., Turnpike Admin. Bldg, Large Board Room, 700 S. Eisenhower Blvd., 3rd Fl., Middletown
Commission Meeting. For additional information: (717) 831-7333

PA Pedalcycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
July 10, 2019 - 12:30 p.m., Commonwealth Keystone Building, Room 8N1, 400 North St., Harrisburg
Committee Meeting. For additional information: (717) 783-3991

PA Public Utility Commission 
July 11, 2019 - 10:00 a.m., Commonwealth Keystone Building, Hearing Room 1, 400 North St., Harrisburg
Public Meeting. For additional information: (717) 783-1740

PA Turnpike Commission 
July 16, 2019 - 10:00 a.m., Turnpike Admin. Bldg, Large Board Room, 700 S. Eisenhower Blvd., 3rd Fl., Middletown
Commission Meeting. For additional information: (717) 831-7333

Delaware River Port Authority/PATCO 
July 17, 2019 - 9:00 a.m., One Port Center, 11th Floor, 2 Riverside Drive, Camden, NJ
Board Meeting. For additional information: (856) 968-2253

Department of Transportation 
July 17, 2019 - 9:00 a.m., Conference Room 112, PEMA Headquarters, 1310 Elmerton Avenue, Harrisburg
State Transportation Innovation Council (SITC) Meeting. For additional information: (717) 787-9880

PA State Transportation Advisory Committee 
July 18, 2019 - 10:00 a.m., Commonwealth Keystone Building, Room 8N1, 400 North Street, Harrisburg
Committee Meeting. For additional information: (717) 787-2913

Pittsburgh Port Authority 
July 18, 2019 - 8:30 a.m., Neal N. Holmes Board Room, 5th Floor, 345 Sixth Avenue, Pittsburgh
Committee Meetings. For additional information: (412) 566-5137

Southeastern Pennsylvania Transit Authority (SEPTA) Board 
July 18, 2019 - 12:00 p.m., SEPTA Headquarters, 1234 Market Street, Mezzanine Level, Philadelphia
Administration and Operations Committee meetings. For additional information: (215) 580-7800 
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In the News

06-27-2019 PUC Details Nearly $252 Million Distribution of Gas Drilling Impact Fees... 
  (Press Release)

06-27-2019 Governor Wolf Announces Expansion of PGT Trucking, Creation of New Jobs in... 
  (Press Release)

06-27-2019 Philadelphia Energy Solutions to close refinery damaged by fire; gas prices spike 
Philadelphia Energy Solutions (PES) on Wednesday confirmed it will soon close its South 
Philadelphia oil refinery after last week’s devastating explosions and resulting fire and 
“position the refinery complex for a sale and restart.” Wholesale gasoline prices surged 
on news of a... - Philadelphia Inquirer

06-27-2019 Amtrak is suing SEPTA to raise its rent - from $1 to $1.5 million 
SEPTA has given Amtrak a dollar a year for the past 32 years to use land along the 
East Coast’s busiest railroad tracks, which also double as routes for three of SEPTA’s 
Regional Rail trains. Now Amtrak wants to raise the rent, from $1 to $1.5 million, and is 
suing... - Philadelphia Inquirer

06-27-2019 Could dream of converting Philly refinery into renewable energy facility turn into 
reality? 
Closing the largest refinery on the East Coast conjures a tantalizing dream for 
environmentalists: Could it be converted into a renewable energy facility? PES officials 
said they would, “position the refinery complex for a sale and restart.” It was unclear if 
there are any potential buyers, or... - Philadelphia Inquirer

06-27-2019 State Senate passes two bills from Sen. Elder Vogel Jr. 
Two bills sponsored by state Sen. Elder Vogel Jr. were passed by the Senate on Tuesday 
as the General Assembly nears its summer break. In a 33-17 vote, the Senate passed 
Vogel’s SB746, which would delay the implementation of PennDOT’s mandate to garages 
to update... - Beaver County Times

06-27-2019 Pennsylvania Senate votes to let local police use radar to catch speeders 
Nearly five years ago, Catasauqua Mayor Barbara Schlegel pushed lawmakers to let 
local police use radar to catch speeders, and her feelings had not changed a bit on 
Wednesday when she heard lawmakers were working on the issue. The state Senate 
voted 49-to-1 on Tuesday to approve a bill sponsored by... - Allentown Morning Call

06-27-2019 Philadelphia oil refinery to close: What you need to know 
Following a series of explosions and a catastrophic fire that took days to extinguish, 
Philadelphia Energy Solutions — the largest oil refinery on the East Coast — is shuttering 
its South Philadelphia facility in two weeks, laying off more than 1,000 employees and 
causing gasoline futures to... - Philadelphia Inquirer

06-27-2019 Route 30 reopens in Unity Township after crash Wednesday evening 
Both lanes of Route 30 eastbound at St. Vincent Drive were shut down Wednesday 
shortly before 5:30 p.m. after a motorcycle and car collided, a Westmoreland County 
911 dispatcher confirmed. According to the dispatcher, the driver was ejected from the 
motorcycle.... - Pittsburgh Tribune-Review
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06-27-2019 11 things you need to know before getting a Real ID in Pennsylvania 
Residents who want Pennsylvania’s federally compliant ID cards are required to provide 
a slew of paperwork and information when they apply. The optional REAL ID program, 
which Pennsylvania rolled out in March, complies with a federal law that Pennsylvania 
officials resisted for years.... - Penn Live, Patriot-News

06-27-2019 Reading parking garages begin upgrading their gates and pay system 
Entering a parking garage in Reading will soon be a lot smoother. New gates are being 
installed at the authority's nine garages and its surface lot at Seventh and Washington 
streets. “It's a Volkswagen to a Ferrari,” Jim Frank, the authority's facilities director, said 
about the old gate system compared to the new... - Reading Eagle

06-27-2019 Editorial: State budget a missed opportunity 
The Issue: A House-passed $34 billion spending plan appears likely to win 
Senate approval soon. Our Opinion: It’s too bad our leaders passed up the 
chance to correct mistakes of the past. The unanimous backing of a $34 billion 
state budget by Berks County's nine-member delegation to the state House is 
understandable.... - Reading Eagle

06-27-2019 Auditor: Hanover Area overpaid vendors by $310K 
The Hanover Area School District overpaid three transportation vendors a total of 
$310,987, with $263,413 going to a company owned by the parents of a school 
board member, according to an audit released Wednesday by the state Auditor 
General’s Office. Auditor General Eugene DePasquale said he is forwarding the audit 
findings... - Wilkes-Barre Citizens' Voice

06-27-2019 See what the crash looks like and keep it from happening 
The July 4th holiday looms. It’s on a Thursday this year, one week from today, meaning a 
whole lot of folks will embark on a four-day weekend after work next Wednesday. That’s 
great. This is Independence Day, after all, so celebration of the greatest democracy the 
world has ever known is warranted.... - Williamsport Sun-Gazette

06-27-2019 Gas prices to rise slightly this summer 
The burning of an oil refinery in Philadelphia will slightly increase prices in the MidAtlantic 
and Northeastern regions of the U.S., including Huntingdon County. “The Philadelphia 
Energy Solution’s (PES) oil refinery had a fire (last) Friday,” said Doni Lee Spiegel, a 
spokesman for AAA Central... - Bedford Gazette

06-27-2019 After 60 years, Chesco man takes to the air again 
NEW GARDEN—Wassam Sheetz hasn’t flown a plane for 60 years ago, but that 
all ended this week when he took to the skies at New Garden Flying Fields at age 
86. Sheetz, who owns and operates a business in King of Prussia, was given a gift of 
flight from a friend, Tom Bishop. So on Wednesday, June 26, under... - Pottstown Mercury

06-27-2019 Philadelphia Energy Solutions to close refinery after blaze 
PHILADELPHIA — The largest refinery on the East Coast began the process of closing 
down Wednesday with more than 100 employees laid off immediately and hundreds more 
expected to lose their jobs by mid-July. Mayor Jim Kenney confirmed Wednesday that 
Philadelphia Energy Solutions is... - Norristown Times Herald
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06-27-2019 Line was inspected hours before train derailment happened 
The stretch of line where a Norfolk Southern Corp. train derailed Monday was rebuilt 
less than a year ago – and had been inspected earlier that day, according to the mining 
company that operates it. Rosebud Mining Co. Executive Vice President Jim Barker, 
whose company... - Johnstown Tribune-Democrat

06-27-2019 Lake Williams dam project nearly finished, now refilling for future boating and 
fishing 
It took about a year to build a dam at Lake Williams in the early 1900s. It took about nine 
months to complete its rehabilitation, which started last fall. York Water Company officials 
stood on the dam along Water Street early Wednesday morning to mark the completion 
of the first phase of the project.... - York Daily

06-27-2019 A New Tool From PPT Aims To Expand Rapid Bus Service 
A new mapping tool from Pittsburghers for Public Transit asks residents in the 
Monongahela Valley and eastern suburbs to design bus routes that would best serve 
them. The interactive, online survey, Beyond the East Busway, asks participants where 
they most need rapid bus service. The survey will... - WESA 90.5

06-27-2019 South Philadelphia refinery closure, its impact at the pump 
PHILADELPHIA (KYW Newsradio) — Gas prices are likely to go up a little because of 
the Philadelphia Energy Solutions refinery closure. We reached out to an expert to get 
an idea of how much. Several factors could have an impact on prices at the pump. Jana 
Tidwell... - KYW News Radio 1060

06-27-2019 Boeing’s 737 Max Suffers Setback in Flight Simulator Test 
The Federal Aviation Administration said Wednesday that it had recently discovered a 
new problem with the 737 Max jet that Boeing must correct before the plane is returned to 
service. In a flight simulator last week, F.A.A. pilots tested erroneous activations... - New 
York Times

06-27-2019 Nissan of Japan Discloses a New Recall, Adding to Its Problems 
TOKYO — Nissan on Thursday revealed two new blows to its embattled management, 
as it announced a recall of 490,000 vehicles in Japan and disclosed that its shareholders 
remain split over its chief executive, Hiroto Saikawa. The recall over an electrical issue is 
the second largest of nine this... - New York Times

06-27-2019 Ford to Cut 12,000 Jobs in Europe 
The automaker said it would close plants across the region, leading to job losses for more 
than 18 percent of its work force. - New York Times

06-27-2019 Hold Boeing accountable: The company must explain the Max 8 scandal 
As Boeing officials wheeled and dealed at this year’s Paris Air Show, the aviation 
industry’s largest trade fair, a group of witnesses and experts appeared before Congress 
to criticize Boeing’s handling of the 737 Max 8 scandal. The plane, a best-seller for 
Boeing, crashed twice in less than five... - Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

06-27-2019 Long before the Max disasters, Boeing had a history of failing to fix safety 
problems 
Years before two Boeing 737 Max jets crashed in Indonesia and Ethiopia, U.S. regulators 
found a pattern of recurring safety problems with the manufacturing giant. During a trip to 
Japan in 2015, an auditor with the Federal Aviation Administration discovered a Boeing 
subcontractor was falsifying... - Washington Post
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06-27-2019 Shale gas impact fees raise $252 million, breaking record 
Pennsylvania.s impact fee on natural gas wells yielded its highest payout to date this 
year, the Public Utility Commission said on Thursday. The annual fee levied on wells 
tapping the state.s gas-rich Marcellus and Utica shales raised $243 million for 2018, plus 
$8.9 million in back fees... - Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

06-27-2019 Chief investigator of the refinery explosion gives her first impressions of a 
landscape of twisted steel 
The head of a federal agency investigating last Friday.s explosions and fire at the 
Philadelphia Energy Solutions called the incident .catastrophic. and said the main 
unit where blasts occurred is still too dangerous for investigators to enter, calling it a 
landscape of twisted... - Philadelphia Inquirer

06-27-2019 Allentown councilwoman, community organizers call for reform after run-in with 
parking enforcement officer 
An Allentown city councilwoman and community organizers called for better training of 
parking enforcement officers this week in light of an altercation with an officer Saturday 
prior to the Allentown Family Day festival in the downtown Arts Park. The city had issued 
a permit for the event, hosted by the Promise... - Allentown Morning Call

06-26-2019 Toohil Supports No-Tax-Hike Budget Bill 
  (Press Release)

06-26-2019 AG DePasquale Refers Hanover Area School District Audit Findings to Ethics... 
  (Press Release)

06-26-2019 PennDOT Driver License, Photo Centers Closed For Independence Day Holiday 
  (Press Release)

06-26-2019 Senate Approves Vehicle Emissions Testing Reform Package 
  (Press Release)

06-26-2019 PUC Damage Prevention Committee Actions Announced Against Underground... 
  (Press Release)

06-26-2019 Southeastern PA Transportation Authority (SEPTA) Board Agenda for June 27, 2019 
  (Press Release)

06-26-2019 Allegheny Institute Policy Brief: Port Authority's budget could still change 
  (Press Release)

06-26-2019 Pa. Senate votes to allow local police to use radar 
HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — A proposal to allow local police to use radar to catch 
speeding motorists is on its way to the state House after nearly unanimous approval in 
the Senate... - AP

06-26-2019 Senate approves bill to do away with annual auto inspections 
The state Senate voted on Tuesday to end the requirement for gas-powered passenger 
cars, vans, and light-duty trucks less than nine years old to have an annual emissions 
inspection. It was part of a four-bill package aimed at modernizing the emission inspection 
rules in the state that were put in place to reduce air... - Penn Live, Patriot-News
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06-26-2019 Bill Tracker: Making electric car owners pay for using roads 
Each legislative session thousands of bills and amendments are introduced in the 
Pennsylvania Legislature. Only a fraction become law, and an even smaller portion 
receive wide media coverage. These bills impact the lives of people living in Pennsylvania 
every day.... - Carlisle Sentinel

06-26-2019 Senate passes removal of emissions testing 
A bill, sponsored by State Sen. Wayne Langerholc Jr., R-Richland Township, that would 
remove seven counties, including Cambria, from the commonwealth’s vehicle emissions 
testing program passed the Senate on Tuesday. Langerholc supported taking the county 
off the list since it has been... - Johnstown Tribune-Democrat

06-26-2019 Bill would exempt area from emissions tests 
HARRISBURG — Blair and Cambria county motor ists are a step closer to being 
exempted from annual auto emissions testing. The state Senate voted 27-23 Tuesday 
to pass SB744, sponsored by Sen. Wayne Langerholc Jr., D-Cambria, that removes 
Blair, Cambria, Lacka wanna, Luzerne, Lycoming, Mercer and Westmoreland counties 
from... - Altoona Mirror

06-26-2019 State police to conduct DUI checkpoint in Berks County 
State police from the Hamburg station will conduct a sobriety checkpoint at an 
undisclosed location in Berks County over the weekend, officials announced 
Tuesday. The enforcement effort aims to reduce crash injuries and deaths by detecting 
and removing drug- and alcohol-impaired motorists from the roads.... - Reading Eagle

06-26-2019 Urban calls for council to rescind vehicle registration fee 
WILKES-BARRE — Luzerne County Councilman Stephen A. Urban called for council to 
rescind a controversial vehicle registration surcharge. County Manager David Pedri said 
the county continues to recover from a cyber attack on its computer network last month. 
He also said the... - Wilkes-Barre Citizens' Voice

06-26-2019 Windber Borough officials praise train derailment response 
Windber Borough officials are commending the swift and well-coordinated response of 
the emergency responders who aided in the cleanup of the derailed train in Windber 
on Monday night. “Hats off to everyone involved,” said Windber Councilman Jim 
Spinos. - Somerset Daily

06-26-2019 Mount Pocono Borough considering options for pedestrian safety 
Mount Pocono Borough Council held a Dedicated Safety Workshop during their monthly 
Work Session on June 17. Mayor Michael Penn said the workshop would allow 
the council to work directly with the residents and would be a quicker and more 
efficient process to vote on at next council’s monthly meeting.... - Pocono Record

06-26-2019 End of an Era: NEMF trucks sold at auction 
When New England Motor Freight announced its bankruptcy in February, around 200 
local employees lost their jobs. That marked the end for the 101-year-old company, which 
operated in Carbon County for more than 30 years. On Monday, an auction company sold 
off the trucks and trailers one-by-one.... - Lehighton Times News
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06-26-2019 TSA says hundreds of its workers being diverted from airports to southern border 
Under direction from the White House, the Transportation Security Administration plans 
to divert more than 600 workers from airport security to enforce immigration policies 
along the southern border. Meanwhile, several airport security vulnerabilities identified in 
numerous... - Washington Post

06-26-2019 Analysis | The Energy 202: Here's why automakers are so eager to extend electric 
car tax breaks 
General Motors, Tesla and a fleet of other car manufacturers are going into overdrive 
to extend a tax break that has for a decade helped sustain the sale of cars that need 
little to no gasoline to run. But in that effort, there is a roadblock: Oil and natural gas 
companies,... - Washington Post

06-26-2019 Philadelphians Waste More Than a Millennium Sitting in Traffic Every Year 
We knew congestion was getting worse in Philly, but this newly released report quantifies 
just how ghastly (and costly) it's become. - Philadelphia Magazine

06-26-2019 5-mile Parkway East closure expected to cause major delays 
More closures are on the horizon for the Parkway East starting June 28 as crews work 
on expansion dam replacement, guide rail improvements, approach slab repairs, line 
painting and drainage, PennDOT announced Wednesday. The outbound Parkway East 
will be closed between the Forbes Avenue/Oakland... - Pittsburgh Tribune-Review

06-26-2019 Pennsylvania highway deaths slightly increased last year, despite national dip 
The number of highway fatalities dipped nationally last year even as Pennsylvania’s 
overall traffic deaths saw a bump, federal and state data analyzed by the Tribune-Review 
shows. Early estimates show 36,750 people died in motor vehicle crashes nationally in 
2018, a roughly 1% year-over-year decrease, according to the National... - Pittsburgh 
Tribune-Review

06-26-2019 Potholes shouldn’t be forever | Editorial 
In a city where heated debates about cheesesteaks are too many to tabulate and unlikely 
to be resolved in the near or far future, we at least can - Philadelphia Inquirer

06-26-2019 Philadelphia Energy Solutions to close refinery that caught fire, Mayor Kenney 
says; gas prices spike 
Philadelphia Energy Solutions (PES) plans to permanently close its South Philadelphia 
oil refinery complex after last week’s devastating explosions and resulting fire, Mayor Jim 
Kenney confirmed on Wednesday. “I spoke with the CEO and leadership of Philadelphia 
Energy Solutions... - Philadelphia Inquirer

06-26-2019 Philadelphia Energy Solutions to close refinery damaged by fire; gas prices spike 
Philadelphia Energy Solutions (PES) plans to close its South Philadelphia oil refinery 
operations after last week.s devastating explosions and resulting fire and .position the 
refinery complex for a sale and restart.. Wholesale gasoline prices surged on news of a 
closure.... - Philadelphia Inquirer

06-26-2019 Largest oil refinery on East Coast to close permanently after fire 
The owner of the largest oil refinery on the East Coast is telling officials that it will close 
the facility after a fire last week set off explosions and damaged the complex... - AP
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06-26-2019 West Chester firm lets you tag and track your suitcase, lands first contract with a 
major airline 
When Rick Warther.s wife, Francie, had her luggage lost by her airline on the way to 
Florida 10 years ago, the longtime graphic technology entrepreneur wondered why 
luggage mishaps had become so common. The chief executive of Vanguard ID Systems, 
a West Chester-based bar-code... - Philadelphia Inquirer

06-26-2019 Could dream of converting Philly refinery into renewable energy facility turn into 
reality? 
Closing the largest refinery on the East Coast conjures a tantalizing dream for 
environmentalists: Could it be converted into a renewable energy facility? PES officials 
said they would, .position the refinery complex for a sale and restart.. It was unclear if 
there are any potential buyers, or what a... - Philadelphia Inquirer

06-26-2019 Amtrak is suing SEPTA to raise its rent - from $1 to $1.5 million 
SEPTA has given Amtrak a dollar a year for the past 32 years to use land along the 
East Coast.s busiest railroad tracks, which also double as routes for three of SEPTA.s 
Regional Rail trains. Now Amtrak wants to raise the rent, from $1 to $1.5 million, and is 
suing... - Philadelphia Inquirer

06-25-2019 Senate Approves Vogel Bill to Delay Costly Vehicle Inspection Mandate 
  (Press Release)

06-25-2019 Kortz: Budget bill doesn't go far enough in education, transportation 
  (Press Release)

06-25-2019 PennDOT, PA Fish & Boat Commission, PSP Highlight Responsible Boating, 
Driving 
  (Press Release)

06-25-2019 Senate Sends Roae Utility Reform Bill to Governor to be Signed into Law 
  (Press Release)

06-25-2019 Gilpin schedules ATV ordinance for vote 
Gilpin Supervisors are advertising a proposed ordinance that would make it legal to drive 
all-terrain vehicles on township-maintained roads, but not on state roads such as Route 
66. If the legislation passes, the township roads would be designated multi-use roads. 
ATV operators would be required to obtain a permit from Gilpin... - Pittsburgh Tribune-
Review

06-25-2019 Philly refinery fire could push cash-strapped owner closer to the brink 
The cost of repairing damage from Friday’s devastating fire at the Philadelphia Energy 
Solutions refinery in South Philadelphia could push the cash-strapped owner closer to the 
financial brink, just a year after emerging from bankruptcy. As federal investigators arrived 
Monday to examine what triggered the... - Philadelphia Inquirer

06-25-2019 Lisburn Road delays, detours expected during roundabout construction in Lower 
Allen Township 
There will likely be delays, flaggers and detours as two roundabouts are constructed on 
Lisburn Road. Preliminary work for the roundabouts at the Lisburn Road intersections 
with Rossmoyne Road and Arcona Road will begin this week, according to Lower Allen 
Township Police. The road will remain open during this preliminary... - Carlisle Sentinel
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06-25-2019 City council hears from vendor of parking kiosks coming this year 
SCRANTON — The city will soon get the same solar-powered parking kiosks used in 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and New York. Operators of Scranton’s parking system and 
officials from Flowbird Urban Intelligence, the vendor behind the parking technology 
coming to the... - Scranton Times

06-25-2019 What you need to know about the Route 309 Burger King plan, traffic and more 
WILKES-BARRE TWP. — A new Burger King project at Blackman Street and Route 309 
appears to be just a zoning variance approval away from happening. What remains to be 
seen is what that project and a proposed new Turkey Hill across the street will mean for 
traffic infrastructure at the busy... - Wilkes-Barre Times Leader

06-25-2019 Weatherly man uses plastic sign to slow down speeding vehicles 
WEATHERLY — A resident of Carbon Street may have found the answer to slowing 
down speeding vehicles in front of his house. He calls him Little Jude. Little Jude is a 
plastic, Gumby-looking statue that is holding a red flag and has “Slow!” written across its 
chest.... - Hazleton Standard-Speaker

06-25-2019 Editorial: Regional approach best for local law enforcement 
The Issue: Two Berks communities contract with a larger neighbor for police service. Our 
Opinion: The state must do more to encourage similar efforts in other communities. A 
worrisome situation regarding police coverage in western Berks County is looking better 
thanks to South Heidelberg Township's willingness to work... - Reading Eagle

06-25-2019 Train derails in Windber, near community building; no injuries reported 
A Norfolk Southern train hauling a load of coal derailed Monday evening near the Windber 
Community Building, shearing a gas meter and prompting an evacuation of nearby 
businesses. No injuries were reported. Multiple fire departments were called shortly after 
8 p.m. to 1620 Somerset Ave. for a train derailment. Eyewitnesses... - Somerset Daily

06-25-2019 Walking route established 
People walking through Mount Union will now have the opportunity to learn more about 
the town’s history and diversity while getting some exercise. Officials from Mount Union 
Borough, as well as the Southern Alleghenies Planning and Development Commission 
(SAP&DC), were on hand for the... - Huntingdon Daily News

06-25-2019 Driver charged in the deaths of 7 motorcyclists in New Hampshire crash 
The driver of a pickup truck was arrested Monday in connection with a crash that killed 
seven motorcyclists on a New Hampshire highway, a tragedy that struck at the heart of 
a tight-knit biker community of veterans. Volodymyr Zhukovskyy, 23, of West Springfield, 
Mass., has been charged with... - Washington Post

06-25-2019 Restore PA and Wolf's fifth severance tax attempt, explained 
(Harrisburg) -- When Tom Wolf first ran for governor in 2014, he called for a severance 
tax on natural gas drilling. After he was elected, he pushed for one in every budget -- 
without success. This year, he's trying a new tactic. He's proposing $4.5 billion worth 
of... - WITF
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06-25-2019 Administration asks Easton City Council to earmark $842k for improvements 
around the city 
New walking paths and lighting in Hackett Park, a new roof for the city’s central fire 
station on Northampton Street and improving pedestrian access to Easton’s Centre 
Square are among the items included in two separate funding proposals that will be 
presented to City... - Allentown Morning Call

06-25-2019 Grant will cover Westmoreland, Fayette freight rail line improvements 
Westmoreland County received a $1.5 million state grant for the second phase of a $3.9 
million project to upgrade its 18-mile freight rail line from Hempfield to Connellsville. The 
grant will pay for most of the $2.1 million cost to rehabilitate infrastructure , officials said. 
The railroad company will pay a 30% local... - Pittsburgh Tribune-Review

06-25-2019 Transource hearings delayed again 
HARRISBURG — Additional evidentiary hearings before the Pennsylvania Public Utility 
Commission regarding the proposed Transource Independence Energy Connection 
project which were to be held later this week have been rescheduled. The June 27-28 
hearings will now be held Wednesday, Aug. 7, at 10 a.m. and... - Waynesboro Record 
Herald

06-25-2019 Train derails in Somerset County, the second time in less than a year 
Train derails in Somerset County, the second time in less than a year A Norfolk Southern 
freight train derailed Monday evening in downtown Windber, Somerset County, shutting 
down a section of the community and forcing the evacuation of several businesses. No 
injuries were reported.... - Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

06-24-2019 Refinery fire has been extinguished; investigation begins Monday 
City officials announced Sunday that the fire at the Philadelphia Energy Solutions (PES) 
refinery has been extinguished and that an array of local and federal agencies will be 
investigating the cause of the blast that injured five workers. The fire, which erupted in a 
massive fireball and shook nearby homes, began... - Philadelphia Inquirer

06-24-2019 Change may be coming for Westmoreland transit authority 
Westmoreland County commissioners will vote Monday on a proposal to allow the county 
transit authority to serve as its own bus operator. Authority board members endorsed 
the move last week to amend the agency’s charter, a change that officials said could 
dramatically... - Pittsburgh Tribune-Review

06-24-2019 Newport makes street repairs a priority 
Newport Borough Council is committing significant resources to street repairs — much 
to the relief of area motorists and their vehicles. During their June 4 meeting, council 
approved a loan agreement with Pennian Bank to fund sinkhole repairs on Dock Street. 
Under the agreement, the... - Penn Live, Patriot-News

06-24-2019 Brake blaze ignites tractor trailer 
A tractor-trailer truck fire shut down both U.S. Route 15 southbound lanes just north of the 
Maryland border for about an hour early Friday morning. - Gettysburg Times

06-24-2019 Council to discuss vehicle registration fee this week 
Luzerne County Council will discuss a controversial vehicle registration fee this 
week. County residents have paid a $5 surcharge to renew a vehicle registration since 
January. Revenue from the registration fee goes toward the repair of county-owned roads 
and bridges. The Pennsylvania Department of... - Wilkes-Barre Citizens' Voice
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06-24-2019 Luzerne County’s proposed $5 vehicle fee spending plan in report 
In the ongoing debate about Luzerne County’s new $5 vehicle fee, the question of how 
this money will be spent keeps coming up. The answer — or at least the proposed one — 
comes from the latest capital plan pitched by county Manager C. David Pedri. Still subject 
to council review and approval, the plan spells out eight... - Wilkes-Barre Times Leader

06-24-2019 It's your quarter: Parking meter pay app slowly gains traction in city 
Pay by mobile phone parking continues to bide its time in New Castle. Introduced in 
2015, the phone app offered by Passport Parking Inc., of Charlotte, North Carolina, can 
be used on most of the city's 120-plus physical parking meters — or over 230 parking 
spots. They offer... - New Castle News

06-24-2019 New comprehensive plan aims to make Hermitage more walkable 
HERMITAGE -- With Hermitage commissioners set to approve the new 
“2030 Comprehensive Plan,” city officials are looking at how to best address the needs 
and goals covered in the document. “Do we have a plan of what the implementation 
is going to be and what the priorities are going to be,” said Commissioner William 
McConnell.... - Sharon Herald

06-24-2019 How Pittsburgh Plans To Wade Into New Ways To Get Around 
Like locusts descending on a field of corn, swarms of tiny scooters struck awe and fear 
into the hearts of city dwellers across the globe. The small, whirring machines seemed to 
portend a changing transportation landscape.” But not in Pittsburgh. The city fended off 
what Forbes, Wired, and others... - WESA 90.5

06-24-2019 Analysis | The Energy 202: Ex-EPA engineer says Wheeler is misleading Congress 
about car rule 
Jeff Alson was sitting in his apartment in Ann Arbor, Mich., when he felt like he 
was going to explode. The retired environmental engineer, who worked at the 
Environmental Protection Agency for 40 years, had just read a letter written by one of his 
old bosses, agency chief Andrew Wheeler.... - Washington Post

06-24-2019 What’s taking so long? Pa. mayors urge legislature to approve protected bike lanes 
Parking-protected bike lanes – paths separated from moving cars by parked cars, and 
from parked cars by buffer materials – might not be too far down the road for several 
Pennsylvania cities, including Harrisburg. While Harrisburg does have bike lanes, none 
currently are protected by... - Penn Live, Patriot-News

06-24-2019 Self-driving startup Argo AI commits $15 million for research center on CMU 
campus 
The space will be dedicated to at least five years. worth of deep exploration into some of 
the greatest challenges for self-driving cars. The buzzy self-driving car startup that Ford 
invested $1 billion into two years back . Strip District-based Argo AI . announced Monday 
that it.s... - Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

06-24-2019 Philly refinery fire could push cash-strapped owners closer to the brink 
The cost of repairing damage from Friday.s devastating fire at the Philadelphia Energy 
Solutions refinery in South Philadelphia could push the cash-strapped owners closer to 
the financial brink, just a year after emerging from bankruptcy. As federal investigators 
arrived Monday to examine what triggered the... - Philadelphia Inquirer
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06-24-2019 Philadelphia oil refinery fire: What we know as investigations begin 
With the fire finally out, investigators are set to begin their work into determining what 
caused the explosions and massive blaze at the Philadelphia Energy Solutions oil refinery 
Friday. Here.s the latest on what we know.  The blast: An explosion followed by two 
others rocked the PES refinery... - Philadelphia Inquirer

06-23-2019 Cincinnati developer keeps adding more buildings near the Pittsburgh airport 
Al. Neyer is headquartered in Cincinnati but it is making a home for itself right at 
Pittsburgh International Airport. The developer has been selected to erect up to four 
buildings at the 30-acre McClaren Business Park, a piece of land controlled by the 
Allegheny... - Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

06-23-2019 Refinery fire still burning: Philly .narrowly dodged a catastrophe. 
More than a day after a series of explosions and a spectacular fire seriously damaged 
a South Philadelphia oil refinery, a .very small fire. still flickered at the site early 
Saturday, and unanswered questions smoldered over the lasting impact of the 
accident.... - Philadelphia Inquirer

06-23-2019 'It looked like Armageddon': Refinery fire puts focus on toxic chemical 
The sirens went off about 4 a.m. Friday at the Philadelphia Energy Solutions refinery, 
following a warning that crackled over radios . a leak had been detected in .Unit 
433." Unit 433 is an alkylation unit, one of several process units that convert crude oil into 
fuels and other products at PES, the East Coast.s largest... - Philadelphia Inquirer

06-23-2019 Bikers, military vets mourn 7 killed in rural NH highway crash 
Motorcyclists and military veterans are mourning seven members of a motorcycle club 
that includes Marines and their spouses who were killed in a collision with a pickup truck 
on a rural highway... - AP

06-23-2019 Not driverless, not clueless 
It.s pretty clear that early advocates of driverless cars and trucks were overly optimistic in 
their projections. Several people have died in crashes involving driverless test vehicles, 
and several demonstration programs have been suspended. But it.s also clear that the 
research for driverless car development has... - Scranton Times

06-23-2019 Cheers and Jeers 
CHEERS to Trans-Med Ambulance, Vector Security and the J.L. Aiello Co. for donating a 
motorized bicycle to Luzerne Police to patrol the Back Mountain Trail after a cyclist was 
injured by a rope strung across the well-traveled route. It.s a shame patrols are needed, 
but the news should reassure... - Wilkes-Barre Citizens' Voice

06-23-2019 Bill named after Palmer woman killed by sheet of ice gains momentum in Pa. 
Senate 
The family of a Palmer Township woman killed in 2005 may finally see some closure 
and the knowledge that the chance of another family experiencing a tragedy like theirs 
will be reduced. The Pennsylvania Senate.s Transportation Committee this week 
unanimously... - Easton Express-Times

06-23-2019 Editorial: Next mayor should end fight with DoubleTree 
The Reading Parking Authority won.t give up its battle with a key downtown business. Our 
Opinion: This situation is counterproductive and should be brought to an end as 
soon as possible. A Berks County judge has ruled in favor of the DoubleTree by Hilton 
hotel... - Reading Eagle
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06-23-2019 PennDOT asks public to plant pollinator gardens in Erie 
The project is part of a statewide effort to boost the population of bees and other 
beneficial insects. The state highway department has enlisted the public to Adopt a 
Highway to pick up roadside trash since 1990. Now it.s asking the public to adopt a green 
space to plant pollinator... - Erie Times-News

06-23-2019 The Oil Market Shows It Can Take a Punch 
So far, this isn.t your typical oil crisis. Previous moments of tension in the Persian 
Gulf region, like Iraq.s invasion of Kuwait in 1990, once caused a major kink in oil 
supplies, igniting spikes in prices. After all, the Gulf provides around a third of the world.s 
oil, and much of that crude passes through the narrow Strait of... - New York Times

06-23-2019 Airlines Divert Flights Around Iran After U.S. Drone Is Shot Down 
Several international airlines were diverting planes from flying over the Strait of Hormuz 
and parts of Iran on Friday, a day after the Iranian military shot down an American 
surveillance drone and the United States went to the brink of launching a retaliatory 
strike.... - New York Times

06-21-2019 Pittsburgh Public Schools transportation audit finds poor record keeping and 
missed opportunities 
Between unauthorized trips and controversial armed guard proposals, Pittsburgh Public 
Schools has had its share of scrutiny this school year. After Auditor General Eugene 
DePasquale released an audit reporting that the district missed out on $2 million in 
reimbursement Thursday, the... - Pennsylvania Legislative Services

06-21-2019 REAL ID column uncovers more problems in Pa. | Stu Bykofsky 
I expected some women would be helped by my recent column in which I warned that 
a marriage certificate may not be satisfactory when applying for a REAL ID in 
Pennsylvania. As it turned out, quite a few women had problems similar to those 
of the unhappy star of the drama, Tara Neal, a 47-year-old teacher who lives 
in... - Philadelphia Inquirer

06-21-2019 Auditor General: Pittsburgh schools lost out on $2M in tax reimbursements 
Pennsylvania Auditor General Eugene DePasquale released a performance 
audit Thursday critical of Pittsburgh Public Schools, saying the district shortchanged 
taxpayers by not seeking nearly $2 million in fuel-tax reimbursements and by failing to 
pursue competitive transportation bids.... - Pittsburgh Tribune-Review

06-21-2019 Public asked to plant gardens for bees/pollinators at PennDOT rest stops, 
interchanges, traffic islands 
It’s National Pollinator Week (June 17-23) and PennDOT is asking the public to plant 
pollinator gardens at approved PennDOT-owned properties including rest stops, 
interchanges and traffic islands in Armstrong and Clarion counties, as well as other areas 
covered by the district.... - Pittsburgh Tribune-Review

06-21-2019 Auditor General faults Pittsburgh public on school transportation contracts 
The Pennsylvania Auditor General criticized Pittsburgh Public Schools on its 
transportation contracts and reimbursements after an audit released Thursday found that 
the district missed out on nearly $2 million in fuel tax refunds. The audit reviewed the 
school district’s transportation operations from... - Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
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06-21-2019 Make pipeline safety priority 
The state Senate Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure Committee has come 
down on the right side of a key question: Is gas pipeline safety best served by secrecy or 
transparency? Wednesday, the committee overwhelmingly approved two bills to enable 
local... - Scranton Times

06-21-2019 Complaints filed to PennDOT over ‘oil and chip’ damage 
UNION TWP. — When her van started to slow Tuesday on Route 239, Crystal Bach 
thought her tires flattened. Then her steering wheel seemed to tighten and lock. But as 
soon as she pulled in her driveway, she found out the real problem: Her vehicle’s tires 
and undercarriage were covered in... - Wilkes-Barre Citizens' Voice

06-21-2019 jdot-invites-public-to-submit-comments-on-rockfall-project 
*NJDOT invites public to submit comments on Rockfall Project BLAIRSTOWN . Many 
questions remain with regard to a planned construction project that would forever alter 
one of the nation.s scenic natural resources: the Delaware Water Gap. The Interstate 80 
Rockfall Mitigation... - Pocono Record

06-21-2019 Seemingly endless rain puts a damper on some local businesses 
The seemingly unending rain has been rough on Sleepy Hollow Golf Course in Greenfield 
Twp., one of many local businesses hoping for drier days ahead. After slogging through 
a rain-soaked 2018, Sleepy Hollow owner Mary Petrilak said revenue and total rounds of 
golf played there are down again... - Scranton Times

06-21-2019 Trains and planes galore 
LOCK HAVEN — Local members of the Lock Haven Kiwanis and Rotary clubs, and 
guests, gathered in the Piper Aviation Museum hangar for their annual luncheon during 
the Sentimental Journey Fly-In. John Gummo, local train enthusiast, along with his wife 
and daughter, were... - Lock Haven Express

06-21-2019 Bellefonte-to-Milesburg Trail Study Complete, County to Decide What’s Next 
The final report about the Bellefonte to Milesburg trail feasibility study has been 
accepted by county commissioners, and now the county must decide if and how to move 
forward. The trail study, led over the past two years by consultant Pashek + MTR, looked 
at the feasibility for the proposed approximate 2.5 miles of... - State College News

06-21-2019 Explosion rips through South Philadelphia refinery, triggering major fire 
An explosion in a butane tank ripped through a refinery in South Philadelphia early Friday, 
lighting up the night sky and triggering a massive fire. There were no injuries and it 
appears firefighters have contained the blaze. Officials lifted a shelter in place request for 
residents in the... - Philadelphia Inquirer

06-21-2019 Driverless Cars May Be Coming, but Let’s Not Get Carried Away 
“Sometime next year,” Elon Musk says, “you’ll be able to have the car be autonomous 
without supervision.” “None of us have any idea when full self-driving will 
happen,” counters Gill Pratt, an expert in robotics and the director of the Toyota Research 
Institute.... - New York Times

06-21-2019 Demise of Gasoline Cars? What We Know About N.Y.’s Ambitious Climate Goals 
It’s one of the world’s most far-reaching climate plans. Here’s what it could mean for your 
work, health, neighborhood and bank account. - New York Times
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06-21-2019 Furloughed airport workers training managers to do their jobs? Union looking into 
claim 
A local union is investigating whether employees furloughed by the Allegheny County 
Airport Authority are being required to train managers to do their work. Jason Amenta, 
president of Local 95 of the International Union of Operating Engineers, said he is looking 
into the reports.... - Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
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