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Fullington Trailways CEO Meets with Congressional Delegation to Plead Motorcoach Industry’s Case 

 

State College, Pa. – Fullington Trailways CEO Jonathan Berzas meet with Pennsylvania Congressional 

leaders Sen. Pat Toomey (R) and Rep. Fred Keller (R-12) to talk about the plight of the private 

motorcoach and school bus industry.  

Since the COVID-19 pandemic hit in early March, 90 percent of the motorcoach industry nationwide has 

been idled, including Fullington’s 80 motorcoaches and more than 200 school buses.  

“Fullington has been in business since 1908 and has been a staple to Central Pennsylvania travel,” said 

Berzas. “Before the pandemic we had nearly 500 employees helping to move Pennsylvanians locally and 

around the country. We have had to lay off most of our employees and forecasts say that it could take 

two to four years for the industry to get back to pre-pandemic trips it will be a difficult fall, but we will 

survive.” 

According to the American Bus Association Foundation since March the private motorcoach industry has 

furloughed nearly 100,000 employees across the country. Before the pandemic, this industry moved 600 

million passengers annually.  

To help the industry bridge this time and stay afloat, the American Bus Association and industry 

businesses have requested from Congress $10 billion in grants and $5 billion in loans. When Congress 

was putting together the CARES Act and earmarked nearly $100 billion for the airlines, airports, public 

transit and Amtrak, it left out the motorcoach and school bus industries. These industries have been 

decimated by COVID-19.  

In early July, Sens. Jack Reed (D-R.I.) and Susan Collins (R-Maine) introduced the Coronavirus Economic 

Relief for Transportation Services (CERTS) Act of 2020 to provide $10 billion in emergency economic 

relief funding, in the form of grants and other economic assistance, through the U.S. Department of the 

Treasury, to motorcoach operators, school bus companies and U.S. flag passenger vessel operators. 

“Our industry moves America,” said Berzas. “We take kids to school and on field trips, provide intercity 

transportation to employees who commute to work, help remove Americans out of harm’s way during 

natural disasters, move the military and provide economical and convenient travel options to many rural 
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Americans and those who want to see our great country as it should … from the ground. We need 

Congressional help today so that when Americans are ready to travel again, we will be there to pick 

them up.” 

 

 

 



 


