
Fundraising Made Easy 
 
Coming up with fundraising ideas can seem like a very daunting task.  It can be 
overwhelming to decide what type of activity to undertake, who to involve, and 
how to even get started.  Even after you come up with an idea, figuring out where 
to begin can become the next challenge.  With that said, not ever fundraiser needs 
to be an epic annual event, even though those that are do bring in large amount of 
funds for SDSF.   
 
In the past two years, my family has undertaken a number of fundraising events, 
big and small, and they did not consume too much of our time, they were easy to 
plan, and mostly involved our local community, friends, and family.  For each 
event, SDSF was there to support us. 
 
 

1. Bouncing for SDS 
a. We spoke with a local kids’ party venue, told them the story of 

Anthony’s journey with SDS, and they agreed to give us a discount on 
using their room so after paying for the room, all the remaining 
proceeds collected went to SDSF.  We made a flyer and visited local 
businesses to ask them to display the flyer and also ask for donations 
to include in an auction at the end of the night.  We created a letter to 
give to the local establishments and used the same letter for each.  We 
planned and executed this event all within a two month period. We 
charged admission, sold tickets for the auction, and collected 
donations and advertised the SDSF webpage on social media so 
family and friends who could not attend could also donate to 
Anthony’s cause.  SDSF supported us in items that we needed to 
purchase for the event because all the proceeds were going back 
to the organization.  In total, we raised over $7000.   

 
2. School Fundraisers 

a. At our boys’ school, the Parent-Teachers’ Association gave us a table 
at their holiday fairs.  We made a poster board with information about 
SDSF, taken from the website, and put out a donation jar and at each 
event.  We raised over $100 each time.  This will be the first year that 
we will man a table now that Anthony is a student in the school. 

b. Anthony’s preschool led a school-wide fundraiser for Rare Disease 
Month.  We wrote up a letter for the school and the school collected 
donations over a two week period.  The school raised over $2000. 
 
 



3. Dining to Donate 
a. Many local chain restaurants offer a dining to donate to local 

charities.  We spoke with the manager of Perkins, once again created a 
flyer, advertised the event on social media, and handed out flyers to 
patrons walking into the restaurant the day of the event.  Restaurants 
such as Perkins, TGI Fridays, and Applebee’s donate between 5% and 
15% from each person’s bill to the organization of choice.  Perkins 
has a kid’s night once a week and we scheduled our event on that 
night so there were costume characters, face painting, and activities 
for all children.  We raised over $400 in one evening. 

If you would like information on starting a fundraiser or have questions throughout 
the process, you can reach out to Stephanie Gregoretti at stephanie@shwachman-
diamond.org or Christian Del Ré at christiandelre@shwachman-diamond.org.  We 
are all glad to help!! 
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