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Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and 
anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their 
calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 3:13-17 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3rd chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John 
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to 
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just 
as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from 
heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
++++++++ 
 
Sermon by Pastor Dan Forehand 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace, be yours from our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ.  Amen. 
 
Our youngest daughter is almost 3, which means there’s a lot of energy in the house, 
but it also means that the pandemic is almost 3 years old too.  That’s hard to believe.  I 
do not need to share with you all the heartache and pain that these past three years 
have had for us as individuals, communities, a nation, and a world.  But instead, I want 
to share with you one of the more enduring images of the pandemic for me.  Namely, 
the baptism of our youngest daughter. 
 



As it became more and more clear that we were not going to be worshipping in the 
familiar ways for a while, my wife and I decided that we wanted our daughter to be 
baptized.  We wanted her to be an heir of the promises of God and to publicly profess 
our intention to walk with her in her life of faith.  As we saw the pandemic wasn’t going 
to be over in a few weeks, the community that I served in Elkhart, Indiana, began to 
have parking lot services with an FM radio transponder.  So, we thought, what better 
place to have a baptism than in the parking lot. 
 
It was a very hot July day and we set up a little tent over the baptismal font that we 
placed in the yard in front of the church.  Many folks gathered in their cars and we 
placed a camera for a livestream so people could see her baptism.  And we showered 
her with water in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  And 
people honked their horns and shouted out their windows in acclamation of the 
wonderful things that God had done through this amazing moment in the midst of so 
much hardship. 
 
It was a beautiful moment.  Even if we didn’t see the Spirit descend upon her like a 
dove.  Even if we didn’t hear a voice from heaven speak words of affirmation and 
power.  And I think many of us have these powerful moments that we remember from 
the baptism of a friend or family member. 
 
But today we mark the baptism of Jesus.  And while there can be much theological ink 
to spill about why Jesus needed to be baptized, I don’t think that’s the point.  We don’t 
often like to think about God as flashy, but sometimes God is all about the spectacle.  
And I think that is true in this story, for sure. 
 
And it’s all to prove a powerful point.  Let’s think back to doves in the Bible.  As you 
do, the story that most likely comes to mind is the story of Noah and the flood.  You’ll 
recall that Noah sends out a dove and it returns empty.  Then, seven days later, Noah 
again sends out the dove, and it returns with an olive branch – a sign that we associate 
with peace – meaning that there had been dry ground and new life and new possibility.  
The previous ways that the people had angered God, causing such chaos and 
destruction were in the process of being redeemed.  Then, seven days later, Noah 
sends the dove again and it does not return at all – becoming, in some way, the first 
inhabitant of the new earth – the first to leave the ark. 
 
Of course, for us, the dove is a symbol of the Holy Spirit, but it also has this sense of 
God’s promise of peace.  So I can only imagine as the people heard Matthew’s 
language of watching the Spirit descend “like a dove” upon him – that this had great 
meaning.  This would be a Messiah of peace, not conquest.  A Messiah who looks for 
new life, not the things of the past.  This would be unlike anyone who had gone before. 
 
And if that image doesn’t do enough for you, then there’s the auditory confirmation of 
who this Jesus is.  Is it a bellowing voice?  A still small voice?  A voice that is 



perceived, but not actually heard?  Again, interesting questions, but I don’t think they 
matter.  
 
What matters is that in this moment, this Jesus being baptized by John, with the dove 
of peace and newness alighting upon him, is called the Beloved.  Is given kinship with 
God. 
 
And I imagine, then, there’s some journey for us to in this.  As we walk the ways of 
peace, perhaps we are called beloved, too.  As we walk the ways of new life, perhaps, 
we hear an invitation to be a child of God, too.  It may be a still, small voice, that we 
can only hear when we are completely silent and completely at peace with who God 
has created us to be.  But it’s a voice that I’m sure my daughter heard in some way 
when she was baptized in the parking lot. 
 
it's a voice that I imagine you have heard in your baptism and in your walk with God – 
even if you don’t remember it and even as you need others to remind you of it.  
Because, in this moment of newness, God continues to do what God has done all 
along – God continues to redeem – to restore – to re-create – to re-imagine what this 
world might look like.  And God sends Jesus to do that work.  With a dove and an 
invitation to be the beloved. 
 
And it’s an invitation that continues to us today as well.  So may we look for the dove 
of peace and newness to alight upon us and awaken us to what God is doing.  May we 
hear the voice of God speaking to us, calling us beloved, and recognize that because 
of that belovedness, we have hope and a future.  And may we splash in the waters of 
baptism, receiving God’s promises of abundance and life and salvation for all time.  It’s 
a new year and we worship a God who is making everything new. 
 
Remember your Baptism and celebrate the grace and love of God today.  For you are 
God’s beloved. 
 
Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 
+++++++++++++ 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
Calling God, you speak with power to your church. Open our hearts and minds to the 
new things you are declaring. Strengthen our bishops, especially Bill and Elizabeth, our 
pastors, deacons, lay leaders, and teachers of the faith. Equip the baptized for your 
reconciling and redeeming work. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 



Renewing God, you provide the waters of the earth and in Jesus’ baptism you reveal 
the waters of life. Cleanse and protect oceans, rivers, and watersheds especially Lake 
Michigan, the Wabash River, and the Ohio River.  Bring relief to parched lands and to 
communities without access to safe water. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Righteous God, you never weary of establishing justice. Increase cooperation and 
constructive dialogue between nations. Guide local, national, and international 
authorities to govern with equity, vision, and integrity. We pray for those in military 
service, for peacemakers, and for our enemies. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Abiding God, your mercy is steadfast. Give sanctuary to people who flee from 
oppression, war, poverty, and famine. Sustain health care workers, caregivers, first 
responders, counselors, and all who help and heal. Comfort those who are grieving or 
experiencing crisis especially those we name before you. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Blessing God, in Christ you gather the beloved community. Kindle the gifts of your 
Spirit in your people. Accompany the newly baptized, those recently ordained, and any 
beginning a new ministry. Inspire synodical leaders and congregational councils to 
serve with imagination and wisdom. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Promising God, your faithfulness endures throughout all generations. We give thanks 
for those who have died in Christ, trusting that we will be united with them and all the 
saints in Christ’s resurrection life. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 
revealed in Christ crucified. 
Amen. 
 
Hear us now Father, as we pray the words that Christ has taught us,  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 



Blessing 
 
The God who faithfully brings forth justice 
and breaks the oppressor’s rod 
☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
 
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
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