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Prayer of the Day 
 
Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our guest. Amid the cares of our 
lives, make us attentive to your presence, that we may treasure your word above all else, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Luke 10:38-42 
 
38Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a woman 
named Martha welcomed him into her home. 39She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet 
and listened to what he was saying. 40But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him 
and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then 
to help me.” 41But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many 
things; 42there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away 
from her.” 
 

+ + + 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace be yours, dear people of God, from God our creator, through the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
We are both/and people living in an either/or world. 
 
As one theologian has put it, in an either/or world we “tend to see things in terms of limited choices and 
mutually exclusive options” in our personal lives, in politics, theologically, and even in the way we live 
together – or not – in civic community and as the church.i  
 
We spend so much of our time categorizing one another into extreme polarities as either liberal or 
conservative, either pro-choice or pro-life, in or out, right or wrong, us or them, activist or 
apathetic…well, I think you get the idea. 
 
As a couple of other theologians have put it, even seemingly minor spats too often calcify “over time 
into stubborn polarities…we square off, setting up opposing camps and glaring across battle lines at one 
another. Even when we’re not angry, we seem to prefer tidy boxes for our various positions, rejecting 
nuance and settling for simpler, less-rich versions of the good.”ii 
 
In the end, we create a world of winners and losers and we do our very best to ensure that we will reside 
among the winners. 
 
We even bring this either/or thinking, believing, and acting into our approach to scripture, including this 
story from Luke about Mary and Martha. We almost immediately begin to assume that only one of these 
women can be doing the right thing and, of course, inevitably Martha, the one working so hard to be 
hospitable, loses and Mary, who is silent and still at the feet of Jesus, wins. 
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Even these two women seem to see themselves as opponents in an either/or world: “Lord, do you not 
care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” 
  
But, these two women are not opponents or enemies. They are sisters. Together, they embody the 
both/and community of Jesus. 
 
Martha faithfully offers active, loving hospitality to Jesus, and Mary faithfully offers quiet, still 
adoration of Jesus. Together, they invite us to live in the both/and world of Jesus into which we have 
been baptized. 
 
In the both/and world of Jesus, we not called to be either one or the other; we are called to step out of the 
either/or world to be both Mary and Martha…to both be still and know who really is God and to act in 
self-giving service to others…to both love God and love neighbor, as Jesus himself summarized the core 
of Christian life. 
 
In the both/and world of Jesus, we are both saint AND sinner. We need both law AND gospel. We sit at 
the feet of Jesus to worship, contemplate, and be re-gathered into who we are in Christ AND we give 
ourselves to the hard work of justice and mercy, peace and radical hospitality for all people and creation. 
We and our either/or world both die AND rise with Jesus. 
 
As both/and people, we are called to let go of the need to always be right, to have everything neatly 
categorized into in or out, us or them, to always make sure that there are both winners and losers…and 
that we land among the winners. 
 
People of God, grateful to be marked with the cross of Christ and sealed with his Spirit forever, we are 
called to walk with Mary and Martha at the cross-roads.  
 
The cross on our forehead and the Spirit sealed in our hearts call us to live in the tension between 
either/or, to embrace rather than collapse the seemingly irreconcilable paradoxes of either/or world. We 
are called to be less certain, less controlling, less concerned about being right, less obsessed with 
justifying our existence or preserving our place. 
 
We are called to walk through the world with open hands and hearts rather than closed fists…to be more 
curious, more trusting, more giving, more concerned about the well-being of others…to both love God 
and love neighbor as vigorously as we can. 
 
To live at the cross-roads of both/and is not easy. It calls for humility. Anxiety and the urge to self-
justification and self-preservation will rear their ugly heads. To live in the cross-roads of both/and 
evokes repentance as so many of our assumptions and assertions – especially about others in the 
either/or world – are put to death. 
 
But that’s the point of living as both/and people of the cross and the empty tomb, isn’t it?  
 
As with the intersection of the cross and the tomb of Jesus, as with the both/and of the baptismal waters 
through which we die and rise with Christ to walk through the world as sinners and saints, the both/and 
path of the crucified and risen Jesus is the cross-roads from which will rise again and again and again 
new, abundant, and lasting life for us and for our death-dealing either/or world. 
 
Thanks be to God. Amen 
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Prayers of Intercessioniii 
 
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
Ever-present God, in Christ you fill all things. As your church gathers to hear your word, share your 
meal, and receive your blessing, teach us to welcome strangers as we have been welcomed by you. God 
of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
Through Christ you created all things, visible and invisible. Teach humankind to honor and protect all 
creation, including living things that remain hidden from our eyes such as air, atmosphere, molecules, 
and microscopic creatures. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
Through Christ you reconcile all things. Motivate those in power to end enslavement, dehumanization, 
or brutality of any kind and to protect and improve the lives of Indigenous peoples. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
Through Christ you bring peace. Assure all who are worried and distracted by many things of your 
constant presence. Soothe those suffering in mind, body, or spirit. Sustain all who are afflicted and those 
who serve as caregivers, especially those we name silently or aloud. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
In Christ you make your word fully known. Inspire worshiping communities across the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod to abide fully in your word as we are gathered to sit at the feet of Jesus and are sent to 
love our neighbors. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
In Christ you brought forth the firstborn from the dead. We give thanks for the saints you have gathered 
at your table. Gather us with them in your eternal glory. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust these spoken 
prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping. 

Amen. 
 

 
i J.B. Wood: https://www.theologyofwork.org/the-high-calling/blog/moving-eitheror-bothand  
ii Michael Morgan & Catherine Morgan: https://www.williamtennent.org/blog-list/greetings-from-william-tennent-school-of-
theology-l4pma-zd7cj-69hnr 
iii Prayers adapted from Sundays and Seasons (https://www.sundaysandseasons.com) 
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