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The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 12th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Luke 12:13-21 
Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance 
with me.” But Jesus said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” And 
Jesus said to the crowd, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life 
does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” Then Jesus told them a parable: “The land of 
a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no 
place to store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger 
ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have 
ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You fool! 
This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose 
will they be?’ So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward 
God.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance 
with me.”  
 
This man is coming to Jesus to tattle on his brother and seeking some kind of action. Obviously 
there has been a family dispute, a disagreement with his brother about the family inheritance.  
 
My grandfather died when I was young. And yet, I was old enough to have known him, admired 
him, and spend time in the summer with he and my grandmother. I was old enough to grieve 
his loss. And I was also old enough to feel the tension of a dispute between my dad and his two 
sisters over the inheritance. I was too young to understand what all of this was about, but I 
watched as my dad and my aunts separated and quit communicating. I felt hurt and grief not 
only around my grandfather’s death, but around the loss of other family members who were no 
longer in my life. My aunts….and uncles….and cousins. A broken family, a broken community. A 
loss of family, a loss of community. 
 
I think that this is what Jesus’ parable is about in our reading today — the lack of or loss of 
community.  



 
The land of a farmer had produced abundantly. He was rich, he had so much grain from 
harvesting his crops that he did not have enough storage space. But notice, he is not going to 
add additional barns, but rather he is going to pull down already existing barns and build bigger 
ones. This, in order to have enough space to store all the he had. And I will say to my soul, says 
the farmer, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”  
 
I could be critical of this farmer, “Really, you don’t have enough space to store all that you 
have?” I could be critical, but then I recall a time in my younger years when I rented a storage 
unit, because I didn’t have enough space for all my stuff.  
 
Can any of you relate? Do you have any extra stuff laying around…..in drawers, in cabinets, in 
closets, basement, attic, or maybe even in a storage unit?  
 
But I don’t think Jesus is pointing to the abundance that the farmer has or the abundance that 
we have. I think Jesus is focusing on how we use what we have and how we share what we 
have.  
 
The farmer seems to live in isolation. He doesn’t seem to have a family or if he does he seems 
to have no connection to them. He doesn’t seem to have a village, a community, people who 
gather around him to support or care for him. He is all alone, isolated, and seems satisfied to be 
on his own. He has all he needs for the rest of his life. He has all his wealth, all his abundance. 
So why not sit back and relax, eat, drink and be merry?  
 
In the parable, the farmer is captured by the notion that he can secure his own future. That he 
needs no one, depends on no one, and can go it alone. Which is why God calls him foolish. 
Because, in the end, the farmer is not only immune to death, but he will die alone. All that he 
has stored up will not comfort or protect him, nor will it go to others who loved and respected 
him and can put it to good use.  
 
This farmer had all he needed in life, or so he thought. But what will happen with all he has 
worked for, all he had surrounded himself with? In the end who did he have to share it with? In 
the end, was it, just the end? 
 
And God says to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the 
things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So it is with those who store up treasures for 
themselves but are not rich toward God.” 
 
Storing up treasures for ourselves versus being rich toward God. What is this all about? I think it 
is the difference between being isolated and being in relationship.  
 
Being rich toward God means that we are in relationship with God. That we know God, pray to 
God, trust God, experience God’s unconditional love and forgiveness, and walk in God’s grace. 
Being rich toward God means that we know — who we are and whose we are.  



 
But how can one be rich toward God without also being rich toward others? Think about it, God 
doesn’t need our good works. God doesn’t need our wealth, but our neighbor does. 
 
This parable is about community, living in a community in which we find sustenance and 
comfort and help and hope. Living in a community in which and through which we experience 
life with God. 
 
We live in relationship with God as we live in relationship with others. We experience life with 
God when we share with others. Share our abundance whatever that may be.  
 
What do you have the opportunity to share? An abundance of wealth, of time, of talent? An 
abundance of compassion, of wisdom, of experience? An abundance of energy, of enthusiasm, 
of laughter and joy? There are so many ways that we can live life generously, sharing God’s 
blessings with others. We are blessed to be a blessing, blessed so we can share with others and 
be rich toward God.  
 
My dad and his sisters? It took a few years, but someone eventually broke the silence and 
forgiveness was shared, reconciliation took place, trust was restored, and the broken 
community was mended. What a blessing to live as family again. 
 
Community is not easy. It means putting up with people who sometimes disagree with us, 
annoy us and even have hurt us. It means giving ourselves to others and often putting their 
needs before ours. Maintaining and growing community involves hard work, forgiveness, trust, 
reconciliation, grace, mercy, and so much more. But oh the richness of living in community, 
being a part of a village, a family, having a kinship with others.  
 
This is God’s will, that we “not be alone” that we seek out and form community.  I have to 
wonder if this farmer who was so rich in possessions but dirt poor in relationships ever got that 
message, ever understood what it meant to be rich toward God. 
 
Being rich toward God is acting with the same kind of generosity that God has toward us. 
Sharing what we have with others, which encompasses far more than sharing of possessions 
and wealth.  
 
For God so loved the world, so loved us that God shared his Son with us. God shared, God gave 
his only begotten Son, Jesus. Jesus shared life on earth with us. Jesus was never rich in money 
or possessions. But Jesus was rich in sharing God’s love and grace in word and deed.  
 
Jesus was rich in revealing God’s kingdom to all who would listen. Jesus was generous in sharing 
care and compassion, generous in listening, generous in empathy, generous in restoring 
brokenness. Jesus graciously shared all he had, all he was and all he was becoming. Each day, 
Jesus lived his relationship with God, his richness toward God. What an example for us.  
 



Being rich toward God, Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice for you and for me. Sharing, giving his 
very life for us, in our stead. Giving his life so that we may have life today and life eternally, life 
in abundance, abundant life that we have the privilege of sharing with others. Amen. 
Prayers of Intercession  
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 
A brief silence. 
O God, you are wholeness. Where there is division in your church, bring reconciliation and 
healing. Guide the work of theologians, Sunday school teachers, seminary professors, and all 
who provide instruction for the building up of your church. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you are the source of all life. Where creation cries out in distress, bring relief and 
renewal. Bless farmers, ranchers, distributors, and all who provide our food. Nourish the land 
and all its habitants. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you are wisdom. Where nations and communities yearn for peace, bring justice. 
Strengthen those who toil for the welfare of others, especially military personnel, police, first 
responders, and activists, and for the healing of the nations. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you are life. Where your people are overwhelmed with the busy-ness of life, bring 
encouragement. Accompany all who experience emotional, mental, or physical distress 
(especially). Renew us at your table of mercy. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you are our treasure. Where scarcity and anxiety pervade your church, bring abundance 
and vitality. Guide the work of congregations, church councils and committees and give them 
clarity for the work of ministry. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you are resurrection. We give you thanks for all your saints. Inspire us by their example 
of faithful living to set our minds on things above and to be rich in love toward you. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love; 
through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
Amen. 
 
Hear us now Father, as we pray the words that Christ has taught us, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 



Blessing 
The God of peace, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you, comfort you, 
and show you the path of life 
this day and always. 
Amen. 
  
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
Thanks be to God. 
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