
 
 

  



Frank M. Grunwald 
 
Frank was born in Czechoslovakia and lived with his family in Prague. His father was 
a physician, and Frank had a brother who was four years older. The Grunwalds had a 
Jewish heritage but they were not practicing Jews. Spiritual and ethical education for 
the two boys came primarily from their mother who held an extremely high level of 
ethical standards. 
 
Soon after the Nazi occupation of Czechoslovakia in March 1939, the Grunwald 
family was expelled from their Prague apartment, and with just their personal 
belongings were forced to move into a smaller apartment which was also occupied by 
distant family relatives. In the summer of 1942, the family was transported to the 
ghetto of Terezin, which was a concentration camp about an hour by train from 
Prague and a staging place for transports to various concentration camps and death 
camps in Poland.  
 
In December 1943 the Grunwalds were transported from Terezin to the Auschwitz 
extermination camp where Frank’s mother Vilma (39) and brother John (16) were 
killed in July 1944. Frank and his father were separated and eventually shipped to 
different camps; his father to Germany and Frank to Austria. Frank survived three 
additional concentration camps before being liberated by Patton’s Third Army near 
Linz, Austria. His father was liberated by the American Armed Forces near Erfurt, 
Germany. Frank and his father were reunited shortly after the war and lived in their 
original apartment in Prague until their escape from Communist Czechoslovakia to 
Austria in October 1949. From Austria, they immigrated to London, England. Frank, 
his father and stepmother came from England to the United States in the spring of 
1951. 
 
After finishing high school in New York City, Frank received a degree in Industrial 
Design from Pratt Institute and then spent the next 50 years working for several large 
U.S. corporations in product design and new product development. 
 
Since his retirement 16 years ago, Frank has been a visiting lecturer in Industrial 
Design at Purdue University where he has lectured on creativity and innovation in 
new product design. 
 
Frank and his wife Barbara have two sons and five grandchildren. They live in the 
Geist area in Indianapolis. 


