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Prayer of the Day 
 
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every 
age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect 
and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on 
the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Romans 3:19-28 

 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 

every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no 
human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law 
comes the knowledge of sin. 
  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the 
law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 
For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are 
now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God 
put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show 
his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously 
committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 
the one who has faith in Jesus. 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by 
the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by 
the law. 
 
John 8:31-36 

 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly 

my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered 
him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean 
by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 
sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 
forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

 
 

 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace be yours in abundance, beloved children of God, from God our Creator, 
through the Lord Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen 



Greetings and woo hoo! from your 40,000 or so ELCA siblings in Christ who are spread across 
the Indiana-Kentucky mission territory! 
 
 
Did you hear the good news?! 
 
You and I – and everybody else who ever walked, is walking, or will walk this planet – are so 
captive to sin and so short of God’s glory that we can’t do a thing to help, justify, or save 
ourselves. 
 
We can’t free ourselves from our bondage to sin that causes us to hurt ourselves and others and 
to ruin our relationships and our planet. 
 
And there is not a thing we can do to get closer to the glory of God, to create something like 
new, abundant, or lasting life for ourselves or anyone else. 
 
Of course, that doesn’t stop us from trying, does it? We keep trying to free ourselves of our self-
destructive, other-harming, relationship-ruining ways…we keep trying to build a better life, to 
get closer to some sort of glory…but we just can’t free ourselves and we keep falling short, and 
we end up captive to discouragement, disappointment, and despair over and over again along the 
way.  
 
In the Heidelberg Disputationi, an early attempt of the emerging reformer to clarify his 
theological insights, Martin Luther put it in his usual blunt style: 
 

The person who believes that on can obtain grace “by doing what is in oneself” adds sin to 
sin and thus becomes doubly guilty. 

 
 Well, Bishop, you might be thinking about now, it does sometimes feel this way for me, but, 
um, you started out asking if I heard the GOOD news. When will you get to that? 
 
This is good news! Well, at least it’s part of the good news, something like a preamble to the 
good news, I suppose. 
 
The very next sentence of Luther’s Disputation begins to point toward the fuller truth, toward the 
gospel, the Word, the good news: 
 

Speaking this way about our captivity to sin and inability to free ourselves does not give 
cause for despair, but rather for humility, for it arouses the desire to seek the grace of Christ. 

 
In other words, our own bondage and failure push us toward Christ! Luther sums it up: 
 

It is certain that one must utterly despair of oneself in order to be made fit to receive the 
grace of Christ. 

 



“If you continue in my word,” Jesus said, “you are truly my disciples; and you will know the 
truth, and the truth will make you free.” 
 
The truth, as the apostle Paul later related it, is that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God.” We cannot save or justify ourselves, or set ourselves free or give ourselves new, abundant, 
and lasting life. 
 
The truth is also that we “are justified by God’s grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus…effective through faith.” 
 
And there is the good news in its fullness. Forgiveness, freedom, new, abundant, and lasting life 
– the life that really is life – is a gift, pure and glorious gift from God in Christ crucified and 
risen. 
 
It’s etched on your brow. You are sealed secure in it forever by the Spirit through your baptism 
into the death and resurrection of Jesus. And that same Spirit invites you to entrust yourself, day 
by day, moment by moment, to Jesus who, on the cross, is the truth of our sin and bondage, and, 
rising from the tomb, is the truth of God’s overwhelming redemptive, freeing, life-giving power 
over sin, bondage, and death… 
 
 for you 
  for me 
   for the world. 
 
God is our refuge and strength, the psalmist sang, a very present help in trouble. The Lord of 
hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
 
Be still, then, and know that I am God. 
 
Be still this day, this week, this month, this moment, and know that God is God and you’re not. 
 
Rest in this amazing grace. 
 
Stop striving and be still. 
 
Recline in forgiveness. Let the winds of freedom carry you. Walk in new life. 
 
Welcome and share the gift. 
 
Thanks be to God. Amen 
 
  



Prayers of Intercessionii 
 
Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer for all of God’s 
creation. 
A brief silence. 
We pray for all who long for a word of truth and for the radical grace that flows from the cross. 
Inspire congregations and other mission centers to freely and boldly proclaim your love for all 
people with persistence and hope. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
We pray for your creation, for mountains, rivers, streams, cities, homesteads, and neighborhoods, 
(here those nearest you may be named). Write in our hearts a new love and care for creation. 
Give us the will to curb wasteful habits and to hold accountable those who neglect the 
vulnerable. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
We pray for all who aspire to public office and for all who will vote on Tuesday at local polling 
places (especially…). Pour wisdom and understanding upon all who govern so that communities 
of justice and peace may thrive. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
We pray for all who long for healing in mind, body, or spirit (especially…). Strengthen hospitals, 
clinics, counseling centers, nursing homes, and recovery centers to be holy spaces of renewal 
that all might live the abundant life you intend. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
We pray for all who seek to grow in faith and love of you. Guide teaching and learning in 
confirmation, small groups, Sunday school, youth groups, schools, seminaries, and universities. 
Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We give thanks for all the saints and reformers who have gone before us who dwell in your holy 
habitation (especially…). Give us courage through their example to challenge unjust systems and 
work toward life-giving reformation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands; through Jesus 
Christ, our truth and life. 

Amen. 
 
 

 
i See “Heidelberg Disputation: 1518” in The Annotated Luther: Volume 1 The Roots of Reform © 2015 Fortress 
Press. 
ii Prayers, including the Prayer of the Day, adapted from SundaysandSeasons.com.  


