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Luke 18:1-8 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 18th chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord 
 
1 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2 He 
said, "In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 3 
In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, "Grant me justice against 
my opponent.' 4 For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, "Though I have no fear of 
God and no respect for anyone, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her 
justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.' " 6 And the Lord said, "Listen 
to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to 
him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8 I tell you, he will quickly grant justice 
to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?" 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ through the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
We have in our Gospel reading this morning a parable. It is a parable that perhaps some of you 
have heard before.  
 
Obviously, there is some kind of dispute going on in the life of this widow and she is seeking 
justice. And so, the widow asks a judge to rule with justice in this case. The judge did not 
respond to her request, so she keeps asking and asking. She is persistent. She becomes a nag, 
bothering the judge again and again. 
 
 
What’s the outcome? In the judge’s words, ”Though I have no fear of God and no respect for 
anyone, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may 
not wear me out by continually coming.” 
 
With this parable, I think Jesus is encouraging us to go to God with our prayers, our requests, 
our pleas – to go to God in prayer, not once, not seldom, but on a regular basis. 
 
Today, I want you to notice the words that come before the parable in this Gospel reading. 
 



”Then, Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart.” 
 
Not to lose heart. I don’t know about you, but sometimes I do lose heart.  Do you? 
 
What keeps you up at night, what worries you, what discourages you, what nags at you when 
your mind is quiet? 
 
Wow! the list could on and on, couldn’t it? 
 
Think of our personal lives… 

• We look at ourselves and maybe we are not satisfied about where we are in life, what 
we have achieved,  

• Or we are dealing challenges with our own health or the health of a loved one?  
• We might have regrets in our life -- a conflict with family or friends that has gone 

unresolved, a broken relationship, a missed opportunity. 
• Maybe we are struggling financially, comparing ourselves to others — they have this or 

that and I don’t. 
• Or maybe you think….I am approaching retirement age and I am not sure what life will 

hold when I retire -- what will I do with all my time? 
• Or maybe you are feeling low, depressed, grief or sorrow, or feeling the loss of 

something that has become safe, secure, familiar. For me, becoming an empty nester 
was quite the adjustment.  

 
And what about our world? Wow! Lots of reasons to lose heart when we think about all that is 
happening in the world.  
Just watch the news or pick up a newspaper….. 

• Political issues, social issues — differing opinions  
• Mass shootings….do we feel safe….do our kids? 
• Vaping, opioid crisis, other addictions 
• Global warming debates 
• Racism….immigration 
• The weather…..natural disaster……flooding, drought, wild fires, hurricanes, tornados 

 
And what about your congregation. What might be causing you to lose heart? 

• People not returning after covid? 
• Decline in membership? 
• Financial sustainability? 
• An aging congregation? 
• Too few people volunteering? 
• The same people doing all the work? 
• Lack of clarity about the future? 

 
There are lots of things tempting us to lose heart. 



 
Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 
 
What do we do when we lose heart? We pray. 

• We pray to the God who created us and all that is.  
• We pray to the God who claims us and names us — Child of God 
• We pray to the God who loves us so much that he sent his only begotten Son to die for 

us and be raised from the dead…..so we/you could have the gifts of forgiveness and 
eternal life…..so that we/you could be made righteous — be in right relationship with 
God….so that we/you we can have abundant life — not rich in material things…..but rich 
in loving God and loving neighbor 

• We pray to this God of love and grace and mercy and forgiveness 
• We pray to the God who sees all, knows all, cares for all and holds all things in God’s 

hands 
 
I fear that from this parable we can get the idea that God is like a vending machine. We put in 
our change and out comes a coke or bag of chips or candy or whatever we desire. 
 
God is not like that. We don’t put in our prayers and out comes what we desire. 
 
 
 
 
So why pray? 

• We pray because we are in relationship with God and that means that we are never 
alone. God’s Spirit dwells in you, is as close as your breath.  

• We pray because when we are relationship with someone — anyone — we need to 
spend time with one another and communicate as the relationship is nurtured, and 
grows and matures 

• We pray because we know that God listens and cares, about us, about those who we 
pray for, and about the little things in life 

• We pray because we believe that God holds all things in God’s hands 
• We pray because we have learned that God is wise and sees a different picture than we 

can in our limited perspective 
• We pray because we trust that God will listen, will answer, and will respond, according 

to God’s will, which is not always the same as our will. 
• We pray because prayer is an act of faith and this faith motivates us to put our prayers 

into action — helping those for whom we pray, addressing justice issues, supporting 
disaster response, actively living into the changes that make us the people we want to 
be.  

• We pray because it is good to give our burdens over to God. The God who walks with us 
up the hills, on the mountain tops, down in the valleys, and when we are just coasting 
along. The God who carries us, rejoices with us, and is ever present with us.  



 
Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. Amen. 

 
 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s creation. 
A brief silence. 
For all the baptized, that they become skilled in compassion and grace and equipped to share 
the good news with all. Grant your followers persistence in proclamation and prayer. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
For air and sky, clouds and sun, that they provide rain to parched land and relief to flooded 
ground. Renew and restore our polluted atmosphere and empower us to be worthy stewards of 
creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
For judges, juries, and all who work in the judicial system, that they desire wisdom, seek truth, 
rule with fairness, and have the courage to do what is right. Eliminate oppression and injustice 
in our criminal justice system. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
For all who are lonely, especially those who have newly arrived in an unfamiliar city or country, 
political prisoners without recourse to justice, hospital patients without visitors, and any who 
are ill or grief-stricken (esp. those we name now….). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
For those in our congregation and community engaged in advocacy work (local ministries may 
be named), that with the persistence of the widow, they lift their voices in seeking justice on 
behalf of others. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
For those who have taught us faith and now rest in your heavenly peace (especially), that we 
remember and give thanks for these saints who shared the gospel through word and deed. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Hear us now Father, as we pray the words that Christ has taught us, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 



For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
God, who gives life to all things 
and frees us from despair, 
bless you with truth and peace. 
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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