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Sermon                        First Sunday in Advent 2022 
Pastor Daniel W. Fugate 
 

Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44 
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in 
those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 
entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women 
will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not 
know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what 
part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 
broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
 
 
 
Do you have a routine when you get ready in the morning?  An order to the way you do things?  I don’t drink 
coffee, but I know for some people that is the first think on their checklist.  Depending on your age or your 
circumstance, your morning routine may be leisurely or chaotic. 
 
We never had a checklist for our kids when they were getting ready for school in the mornings, but I do recall 
having to say, sometimes over and over again, you have to “get ready” or you’ll be late for school. 
 
Sometimes it seems as if life is a continuing series of events for which we are constantly “getting ready,” even 
if we aren’t fully aware of it.  An engaged couple “gets ready” for their wedding day.  New parents “get ready” 
for the birth of a child.  High school seniors “get ready” for graduation and college.  Adults sometimes “get 
ready” for a vacation or for church on Sunday morning or to have a knee replaced.  It seems that we are 
always having to “get ready” for something. 
 
Advent is also a time to “get ready.”  It is a time to prepare our hearts and our homes for the coming of Jesus.  
The word advent comes from Latin and means “coming” or “to come.” 
 
During the season of Advent, we prepare our hearts and our homes for three advents. 
 
The first is the coming of God two thousand years ago as a human baby born in Bethlehem.  We remember 
the faithful people who waited and watch for God’s promised Messiah:  Abraham and Sarah, Moses, Miriam 
and Aaron, King David, Isaiah the prophet, Elizabeth and Zechariah, Simeon, Anna, and many more.  They lived 
by faith, holding on to God’s promise to send the Messiah.  God made good on the promise and the Messiah 
was born in Bethlehem to Mary and Joseph. 
 
The second advent is the coming of Christ among us here and now.  Every day is advent because Jesus is 
Emmanuel, God-always-with-us.  Christ comes to us in the waters of Holy Baptism, in the bread and wine of 
Holy Communion, through the Word of God, and in the community of faith.  Christ comes to us in the sick, the 
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hungry, the poor, …in those considered to be the “least of these.”  Christ surprises us by coming at the times, 
in the places, and through the people we least expect, startling us with grace and bringing us new life. 
 
The third and final advent is yet to come.  No one know the day or the hour.  Christ will come at the end of 
time, gathering God’s people into one embrace and mending with mercy what sin has torn apart.  Just like we 
can’t make Christmas come earlier because we are eager or delay it because we aren’t ready, we can’t hasten 
or postpone Christ’s coming in glory.  What we can do, however, is be awake and watchful, standing on the 
tips of our toes, wide-eyed and watchful, ready to receive Jesus whenever he comes. 
 
Our gospel for today is about the final coming of Christ in glory at the end of all time.  The message is clear:  
“About that day and hour, no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, only the Father…Keep 
awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming…Therefore you must also be ready, 
for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
 
St. Matthew most likely wrote those words about 50 years after Jesus’ death and resurrection.  The early 
Christians expected Jesus to return at any minute.  In fact, scholars believe that St. Matthew wrote these 
words to encourage those early Christians who were confused and discouraged because Jesus hadn’t already 
returned.  St. Matthew has to encourage them to stay awake, to keep prepared, to wait with expectation for 
Jesus’ return.  It they aren’t watching and waiting, they may very well miss God’s advent among them. 
 
So what do these words mean for us?  We’re not very good at waiting.  There are have been so many 
technological advances and changes made so that we don’t have to wait.  We have fast food restaurants, 
microwave ovens, fax machines, cell phones, the internet, Federal Express, places open 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week. 
 
There was a time when you’d have to wait until the next day to get a bag of tater tots, but now we can get 
them at Meijers or Walmart even at 3:00 in the morning. 
 
When I was a kid, you had to mail film in for it to be developed and sent back to you.  The process could take 
two weeks.  Now I snap a picture on my cellphone and can see it immediately. 
 
The world has now been waiting for Jesus to return for more than 2,000 years.  That’s a long time, even if we 
were good at waiting, which most of us are not. 
 
Jesus says that when he comes again, it will be unexpected.  I think we can relate to that a little more.  He 
gives some examples…two will be in the field together, one will be taken and one will be left.  Two women will 
be grinding meal together, one will be taken and one will be left.  I read something written by a seminary 
professor that said we should update those examples in order to understand them better:  two colleagues are 
working; one was diagnosed with cancer, another not.  Two candidates applied for a coveted job; one was 
chosen, the other not.  Two kids were navigating their way through high school; one succumbed to drug 
addiction, the other not.  Two couples were joined in marriage; one stayed married, the other did not.   
 
Our lives are filled with unexpected, surprising, and life-altering events.  And in the midst of all of these things 
that happen, we are invited – actually, commanded – to keep watch for the presence of God through Jesus.  
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This isn’t easy, especially when the unexpected event is tragic.  Sometimes we have to wait a while to see 
where God is at work and that can be painfully hard.  Yet the promise throughout Scripture is that God meets 
us at the point of our greatest need and walks with us even and especially in the most difficult of 
circumstances. 
 
The season of Advent is about hope.  It is about the hope that is ours because of the baby born in Bethlehem.  
It is about the hope that is ours because of Jesus’ presence with us here and now.  It is about the hope that is 
ours because Jesus is coming again.  It is about hope because Jesus walks with us now matter what we face.  It 
is about hope because there is nothing that can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
During Advent we “get ready” by preparing our hearts and our homes for the coming of Jesus.  The challenge 
as we “get ready” is to bring Christ into all of our preparations and festivities.  The challenge as we “get ready” 
is to see Jesus in the midst of what we are doing and to remember that the coming is not always what we 
expect. 
 
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem, God came in a way that people weren’t watching for.  It was difficult for 
them to see God coming to them in such a humble way.  It was difficult for them to understand that in the 
quiet of this baby, they would find salvation.  They were watching for a warrior God, like King David, to force 
the nations into peace. 
 
The irony was that is was only the lowly ones who recognized him at first.  Elizabeth saw his glory when he was 
still in the womb.  Mary felt his nearness in the heart of her body.  Joseph trusted what God said.  The outcast 
shepherds ran to see him.  The animals warmed him with their breathe. 
 
As we “get ready” to celebrate the birth of Jesus, we confess the deepest truth about him:  Christ has died.  
Christ has risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
As we “get ready”, we pray with hopeful hearts:  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Amen. 
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