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November 14, 2021 – 25th Sunday after Pentecost – Mark 13:1-8 
Rev. Heather Apel, Indiana-Kentucky Synod, ELCA 

 

Gospel: Mark 13:1-8 
1As [Jesus] came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, 
Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings!” 2Then Jesus asked him, “Do 
you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will 
be thrown down.” 
  3When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, 
John, and Andrew asked him privately, 4“Tell us, when will this be, and what will 
be the sign that all these things are about to be accomplished?” 5Then Jesus began 
to say to them, “Beware that no one leads you astray. 6Many will come in my name 
and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. 7When you hear of wars and 
rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to 
come. 8For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will 
be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of 
the birth pangs.” 
 
 Grace, mercy and peace be to you from God our heavenly Father, and our 

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. I bring 

you greetings... 

 I have an 11-year-old daughter, and for as long as I can remember, she has 

always been the kind of person who wants to know what’s coming next. It doesn’t 

matter if she’s in the midst of some fun activity or event, she is frequently thinking 

about what is yet to come. And I would guess that many of us are like my daughter 

– wondering about the future. Whether it’s questions about what will happen this 

afternoon or next year – lots of people try and predict what will take place (fortune 

tellers, tarot cards, and daily horoscopes). What hope can we have in the future? 

According to this passage from Mark – not much! Take a look at what is listed and 

compare it to the news headlines today. Wars and rumors of war – check, check. 

Nation rising against nation, earthquakes, famines – check, check and check. It 

would be far too easy for us to read this passage and live our lives in a state of fear 

and uncertainty about the future. 
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 However, I don’t believe that this kind of interpretation of Jesus’ words 

speaks good news to us today. Instead of being caught up in the fear and 

foreboding of the news around them, Jesus encourages his disciples to think about 

the present but then live into the future. This passage illustrates three things that 

guide our life as God’s disciples. 

First, be wise and discerning. Don’t be distracted or led astray – keep your 

focus on Jesus and our participation in God’s work in the world as followers of 

Jesus. It is all too easy for us to get caught up in “what large stones and what large 

buildings!” we see around us – putting our trust in things other than God. This was 

true in Biblical times. The Temple was the dwelling place of God – central to the 

faith practices of people in Jesus’ day. Overtime they became caught up in the 

practices and piety of Temple worship – believing that this institution would never 

fall (which it eventually did) – and lost sight of what really mattered – their 

relationship and life as God’s people. 

The same can be said for us today. We can put our trust in grand buildings, 

elaborate programs, the number of people in the pews, etc. and make any of these 

things an idol that we worship in place of God. How well did that work out for us 

in 2020? It can be easy to forget that a church isn’t made of stone – but of God’s 

people – wherever we are. That is something that we did a good job reclaiming in 

these recent days as we adapted to a new way of being God’s people. 

There may even be times when we place our hope and confidence in a 

person such as our pastor, spouse, friend or another church leader – rather than in 

God. While these people have been put into our lives to support and encourage us 

on our journey of discipleship, and can be helpful to us – the reality is that they are 

human just like the rest of us. There will be times when they disappoint us, fail to 

meet our expectations or let us down in some way – and if they are the one in 

whom we have placed our belief instead of God – we’re in for some big trouble. 

Jesus’ words remind us that there will be lots of circumstances and people around 
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us that will try and get our attention and take our focus away from the one task we 

have as God’s faithful children in this world, which is to make Christ known in all 

we say and do.  

Which leads me to the second teaching from this passage that informs our 

lives as Jesus’ followers – we do need to pay attention to what is happening around 

us (the crises of our times), and respond with faith, not fear. When I began 

seminary, one of our professors handed us each a yellow bumper sticker with big 

blue letters on it: WIGIAT. It stood for “Where Is God In All This?”. The 

professor was the one who taught pastoral care, and this phrase was his approach to 

the foundation for this aspect of ministry – to see where God is at work no matter 

the circumstances. When disaster, suffering or tragedy occurs, such as 

uncontrollable natural disasters, racial tensions, the wars, violence and terrorism 

that plague our world – in the moment it may not be easy to explain or understand 

how God is involved in these unsettling experiences. But we can be assured that 

God is not absent from these troubling times but is there in the midst of them – not 

as the cause of these catastrophes, but walking with God’s people when tragedy 

strikes – providing hope, comfort and peace in the face of grief – and offering 

food, clothing and shelter through the generosity of the Body of Christ. 

For those of us on this side of the empty tomb, we are reminded of the hope 

and assurance of Jesus’ words that we will never be abandoned or forsaken. The 

Holy Spirit is always with us, even – or perhaps especially – in times of suffering – 

offering us comfort and courage, hope and wholeness. How then do we witness to 

the hope of Jesus when surrounded by fear, violence, false idols and indifference? 

By reminding ourselves and others that the powers of this present age are 

temporary, and by speaking or acting out against corruption, injustice and hatred – 

anything that is contrary to the ways of God. The things we experience in this 

world today are not how God intended them to be, but as Jesus’ followers do not 

live in fear of these things around us. Rather, we are called to witness to God’s 
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love and grace, which is countercultural, uplifting, hopeful and fueled by a desire 

for justice and equity for all people. 

The final guidance that this text offers us is a reminder that these signs are 

not a roadmap to predict the end of time; rather they are the beginning signs of 

something new that God is doing. Another translation of “beware” is “keep watch” 

– have eyes open for where God is at work! The events that we experience in this 

world are the birth pains that lead to new life – a new reality, a new creation in 

Christ. Things are not always what they seem – especially when it pertains to the 

coming of the kingdom of God. Nobody was expecting a savior messiah to come 

and give his life on the cross for the sake of the world – but it is through this 

sacrificial act of God’s grace that we have been given the gift of abundant life in 

the here and now, and eternal life to come. 

However, the abundant new life that is ours as followers of Jesus is not 

promised to be easy or pain-free. We still live in a broken world filled with sin and 

we may only catch glimpses of the new life that is breaking through. When Jesus’ 

disciples were marveling at the grandeur of the Temple and Jesus responds by 

saying that it will one day all be torn down – I like to think that this was not just a 

literal foreshadowing of the Temple’s future – but was also symbolic of what will 

occur in the lives of those who follow God. When we seek to live our lives as 

disciples in this world – things are going to change. Another way to think about it 

is like growing pains – the times when the monuments of our life and this world 

will be torn down – in order to make way for God to be at work in, with and 

through us. 

When we have trust that God is transforming the world, and that we are 

called to join in with that transforming work, we are sustained in the difficult times 

by the hope of Christ. There will be times when we feel overwhelmed or 

vulnerable, as we live into our role and calling as God’s disciples and participants 

in the Kingdom transformation of the world. The birth pains of change are 
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balanced by the hope that these struggles will produce growth and new life, both in 

us and in the people and communities around us. Many people and faith 

communities are feeling these birth pangs as God has been and continues to be 

working to do a new thing as we find our way forward from this pandemic. The 

events of the last year and a half have caused many to wonder what it truly means 

to be a part of God’s mission of healing, hope and wholeness in the world. How 

will our experiences and new things that we tried shape the ways that we proclaim 

the Good News of God to a world that desperately needs to hear this message of 

love, grace and forgiveness? How will we let ourselves grow and be changed by 

the new ways that God is calling us to be the Body of Christ?  

 We are to be wise and discerning – watching for signs and evidence of God 

at work in all places and circumstance – but especially in the situations of disaster, 

tragedy and devastation. This does not mean we are called to be experts at 

determining when the end of the world will come or Jesus will return. Instead, 

what we are called to do is be faithful disciples in the present time as we look for 

the ways God is doing a new thing through Holy Spirit and join in those efforts, in 

order to make Christ known in this world. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People 
Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we 
pray for the church, the world, and everyone in need. 
 
God our creator, you show us the path of life. Bless faithful people everywhere 
with humility as they extend compassion to those who have experienced harm in 
religious spaces. Cultivate healthy congregations that tell of and enact your 
reconciling love. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God our constant, you love our universe from beginning to end. As the seasons 
change, protect animals that migrate and hibernate. Bring them safely to a 
sheltered place and a more abundant season. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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God our ruler, you write your law on human minds and hearts. Give wisdom to all 
elected leaders and officials to govern with insight and compassion. Make them 
mindful of the well-being of all people so that your world will flourish. God, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God our stronghold, you are present amid disaster. We pray for those affected by 
natural disasters. Come to the aid of all survivors of earthquakes, famines, floods, 
hurricanes, and wildfires, and the first responders who support them. Calm their 
fear, supply their need, and be the solid ground beneath their feet. God, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God our guide, you are greater than we can imagine. Surround congregations with 
your expansive inclusion. Be present in the midst of disagreements, differences, 
and questions. Unite people of diverse viewpoints in the love of Christ. God, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God our beginning and our end, your beloved people shine like the brightness of 
the sky. We thank you for the lives of all who rest in your eternal mercy, from 
famous saints to the people we have loved. Assure us of your resurrection promise. 
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God our hope and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain with 
us always, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
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