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Prayer of the Day 
 
Most holy God, the earth is filled with your glory, and before you angels and saints stand in awe. 
Enlarge our vision to see your power at work in the world, and by your grace make us heralds of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Isaiah 6:1-8 
 
1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his 
robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they 
covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3And one called to 
another and said:  
 “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 
 the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with 
smoke. 5And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of 
unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 
  6Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair 
of tongs. 7The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your 
guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” 8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall 
I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” 
 
Luke 5:1-11 
 

Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him 
to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of 
them and were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked 
him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When 
he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a 
catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you 
say so, I will let down the nets.” When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were 
beginning to break. So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they 
came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at 
Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” For he and all who were with 
him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of 
Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you 
will be catching people.” When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed 
him. 
 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace be yours in abundance, beloved children of God, from God our Creator, 
through the Lord Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
Jesus turned to Simon and said, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 
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Simon was a professional fisherman. He had fished this lake his whole adult life. And he and his 
partners had just worked these very waters all night long and caught nothing.  
 
Yet, there was something about this Jesus that led skeptical Simon to say (with a sigh?), “If you say so, I 
will let down the nets.” 
 
Was it the “word of God” that Simon had just heard Jesus sharing with the crowd that had pressed him 
onto Simon’s boat? 
 
Was it the memory (that we read about in Luke 4) of Jesus healing Simon’s mother-in-law of a fever 
that time when Simon had hosted Jesus at his home after Jesus had been teaching in the synagogue? 
 
Whatever it was, Simon did what Jesus told him to do. He returned to the familiar deep waters, dropped 
the nets one more time, and was blown away by abundance rising from a place he thought was hopeless. 
 
So overwhelming was the abundant grace that strained the nets and overflowed the boats in the deep 
waters of Simon’s life that Simon, like the prophet Isaiah before him, was overcome by the realization 
that he was not worthy of such amazing grace. 
 
“Go away from me Lord; for I am a sinful man.” 
 
Simon would later learn that the one at whose knees he knelt specializes in abundance rising from places 
believed barren. This one standing in Simon’s boat is the One in whom life rises from places of death – 
life so new and abundant that it breaks the nets of human expectation and sinks the boats of unbelief.  
 
Such abundant grace – forgiveness for sin, healing of hurt, nourishing sustenance rising from deep and 
hopeless waters, reconciled relationships, life breaking the nets and sinking the boats of death – rises for 
us from the deep waters of Holy Baptism, as an overwhelming, unexpected gift. 
 
It comes to us over and over in broken bread and poured out wine, through familiar people that we may 
take for granted, like family and friends and others with us in the boat of our faith community. It can 
overwhelm us when we drop our nets once again (maybe with a sigh) into the deep waters of scripture 
and prayer, reflection and reading, quiet and conversation.  
 
This, even and especially, when we are skeptical or feeling unworthy and are tempted or try to ignore or 
push the Life-giver away. 
 
Like Simon, like Isaiah, we are not worthy. We are sinful people. We doubt. We hoard. We hurt others. 
We assume there’s not enough to go around. We spend our energy on filling our own nets, and most of 
the time we come up dreadfully short. Sometimes we turn skeptical or refuse to believe the promise of 
extraordinary grace…and then go back to grabbing all we can for ourselves, ignoring or hurting our 
neighbors who are also in need along the way. 
 
And yet…here’s the thing: When Simon fell at Jesus’ knees and blurted out his sinfulness in the face of 
the abundant graciousness of God, instead of going away from Simon, Jesus drew Simon 
closer…another sign of unearned, unexpected, and wildly surprising abundant forgiveness, nourishment, 
and grace amid assumed scarcity. 
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“Do not be afraid,” Jesus said. And with that, Jesus invited Simon and his friends to join Jesus in sharing 
with others the overwhelmingly abundant grace of God that they had experienced. Those first followers 
of Jesus left behind everything except for their new-found trust in the unimaginable, overwhelming, 
surprising, abundant grace and provision of God and went with Jesus to help others to see and 
experience that grace in the deep waters of their ordinary lives. 
 
Do not be afraid, dear child of God. Leave behind your broken nets and sinking boats. From now on, 
you’ll be receiving and sharing God’s abundant grace with people. 
 
Thanks be to God. Amen 
 
Prayers of Intercessioni 
 
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church, the 
world, and all that God has made. 
 
Equip your church to proclaim the good news that we have first received: the forgiveness and grace 
shown to us through Jesus Christ. Send us out as apostles, sharing the hope of your salvation with a 
waiting world. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
Holy are you, O God of hosts. Heaven and earth are filled with your glory. Reveal your splendor in fiery 
sunsets and in deep blue twilights. Teach us to recognize you in the beauty of our natural world. God of 
grace, 

hear our prayer. 
Soften the hearts of rulers and governments that they perceive and tend to the needs of their people. 
Remove corruption and the impulse toward violence. Protect first responders and military personnel who 
risk their lives in service of others. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
Your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon those who look to you for hope and healing. Bless 
doctors, nurses, social workers, therapists, and all caregivers. Draw near to those who are scared, sick, or 
in pain (especially…). God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
The disciples received help from partners as they brought in an abundant catch of fish. So strengthen our 
community of faith’s partnerships with other community organizations and ministries (especially…). 
Multiply our shared efforts and bring joy to our relationships. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
We give thanks for our ancestors in faith who boldly answered your call. By their example give us 
courage to live in faith and to proclaim your mercy until the day that you gather us into your glory. God 
of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in 
confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

 
i Prayers, including the Prayer of the Day, adapted from SundaysandSeasons.com.  


