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With the summer months approaching, a swimming pool is a great place for summer fun 
for the whole family.  But it’s important to remember that swimming pools can be 
dangerous, even deadly, especially for children.  According to the U.S. Lifesaving 
Association, drowning is the third leading cause of unintentional death in the United 
States, and the second leading cause of death for people ages 5 to 44.  For children ages 
1 to 2, drowning is the leading cause of injury death.  Most of these drownings occur in 
residential pools, often in the child’s own backyard.  Many parents are unaware that 
toddlers can drown in as little as an inch or two of water.  With older children, they 
become more confident in the water, sometimes too confident.  Older kids may fool 
around, try fancy dives, and put themselves at risk.  Below are a few safety tips that could 
make your pool a safer place for you and the whole family. 
 

 Never leave any child unsupervised near a pool.  Always have direct 
supervision of a child. 

 
 Do not allow a young child in a pool without an adult. 

 
 Children who do not know how to swim, or who are poor swimmers should 

always wear an approved flotation device when in or around the pool.  
 

 Do not use flotation devices as a substitute for supervision. 
 

 Do not consider young children to be drownproof because they have had 
swimming lessons.  Children must be watched closely while swimming. 

 
 Remove all toys from in and around the pool when not in use.  Toys can attract 

young children to the pool. 
 

 If a child is missing, check the pool first.  Seconds count in preventing death or 
disability.  Go to the edge of the pool and scan the entire pool, bottom and 
surface, as well as the pool area. 

 
 Learn CPR (cardiopulmonary resuscitation).  Babysitters, caretakers and 

family members should all know CPR. 
 



 
For all types of pools, above-ground pools, pools attached to decks and in-ground pools, 
steps and ladders should be removed, locked or secured when the pool is not in use.  
Protective barriers such as gates, fences, approved protective safety covers, door and pool 
alarms, should be utilized.  You should never have direct access to the pool without 
having to go through at least two separate barriers.  This is seen a lot with in-ground 
pools and above-ground pools that have a deck attached directly to the pool from the 
residence.  Remember, lets all have a safe and fun summer.  For more swimming pool 
safety information please contact the Mokena Police Department at (708) 479-3912. 


